
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:08,840
[MUSIC PLAYING]

2
00:00:08,840 --> 00:00:12,440
By the spring of 1941, most
of the continent of Europe

3
00:00:12,440 --> 00:00:14,690
lay crushed and ruined
in the wake of the war

4
00:00:14,690 --> 00:00:16,700
machine of Nazi Germany--

5
00:00:16,700 --> 00:00:20,480
its many hungry peoples
prisoners or slaves,

6
00:00:20,480 --> 00:00:25,480
its cities in ruins,
farmlands laid

7
00:00:25,480 --> 00:00:30,570
waste, useless and barren--

8
00:00:30,570 --> 00:00:37,565
in 1939, the Republic
of Poland; in 1940,

9
00:00:37,565 --> 00:00:47,960
the Netherlands,
France, Norway; in 1941,

10
00:00:47,960 --> 00:00:52,520
Yugoslavia, Greece, Crete.

11
00:00:52,520 --> 00:00:56,030
And suddenly, turning without
warning on his former ally,

12
00:00:56,030 --> 00:00:58,880

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



Hitler flung his armies
against Soviet Russia

13
00:00:58,880 --> 00:01:01,220
in the most gigantic
offensive in all of history.

14
00:01:01,220 --> 00:01:06,470

15
00:01:06,470 --> 00:01:11,030
On the 22nd of June, 1941,
with 4 million men massed along

16
00:01:11,030 --> 00:01:16,295
the 2,000-mile Russian
border, Germany attacked.

17
00:01:16,295 --> 00:01:20,960

18
00:01:20,960 --> 00:01:23,780
175 divisions of
young German soldiers

19
00:01:23,780 --> 00:01:28,760
poured into Russia, driving
toward Moscow, Leningrad,

20
00:01:28,760 --> 00:01:30,680
and the destruction
of the last threat

21
00:01:30,680 --> 00:01:32,805
to the German dominance of
the continent of Europe.

22
00:01:32,805 --> 00:01:42,646

23
00:01:42,646 --> 00:01:45,520
For weeks gathered
secretly along the border,
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24
00:01:45,520 --> 00:01:47,790
thousands of German
aircraft had been made ready

25
00:01:47,790 --> 00:01:50,130
for the destructive preliminary
blow against the enemy

26
00:01:50,130 --> 00:01:51,290
concentration.

27
00:01:51,290 --> 00:01:55,520

28
00:01:55,520 --> 00:01:58,520
Employing the strategy used
so effectively against Poland

29
00:01:58,520 --> 00:02:01,190
and the low countries, the
mission of the opening attack

30
00:02:01,190 --> 00:02:05,060
was to discover and destroy
the enemy's principal command

31
00:02:05,060 --> 00:02:08,915
positions, supply lines,
and communication.

32
00:02:08,915 --> 00:02:14,380

33
00:02:14,380 --> 00:02:17,943
Discovering a munitions
dump, dive bombers attack.

34
00:02:17,943 --> 00:02:19,835
[EXPLOSION]

35
00:02:19,835 --> 00:02:22,680
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36
00:02:22,680 --> 00:02:25,110
Winging behind
the lines, Germans

37
00:02:25,110 --> 00:02:28,830
find a Russian airfield,
little expecting attack

38
00:02:28,830 --> 00:02:29,970
and undefended--

39
00:02:29,970 --> 00:02:37,050

40
00:02:37,050 --> 00:02:39,450
grounded planes helpless
before the onslaught

41
00:02:39,450 --> 00:02:40,500
of the German attackers--

42
00:02:40,500 --> 00:02:42,424
[GUNSHOTS]

43
00:02:42,424 --> 00:02:49,170

44
00:02:49,170 --> 00:02:50,651
--who attack again.

45
00:02:50,651 --> 00:02:52,615
[GUNSHOTS]

46
00:02:52,615 --> 00:02:56,550

47
00:02:56,550 --> 00:03:00,720
Another plane destroyed,
destroyed like countless others
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48
00:03:00,720 --> 00:03:02,220
all over Russia--

49
00:03:02,220 --> 00:03:04,580
on the ground, unprepared.

50
00:03:04,580 --> 00:03:10,370

51
00:03:10,370 --> 00:03:12,290
The vast thrusts of
the German offensive

52
00:03:12,290 --> 00:03:16,340
were spearheaded by waves of
tanks, tanks of every size,

53
00:03:16,340 --> 00:03:19,160
attacking savagely in sectors
which reconnaissance had

54
00:03:19,160 --> 00:03:21,053
found to be weakly protected.

55
00:03:21,053 --> 00:03:26,860

56
00:03:26,860 --> 00:03:28,750
The tanks are protected
by a fierce curtain

57
00:03:28,750 --> 00:03:32,230
of fire laid down by the highly
mobile field artillery, which

58
00:03:32,230 --> 00:03:38,430
is motorized and
easily displaced,

59
00:03:38,430 --> 00:03:40,950
while combat planes
roar overhead,
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60
00:03:40,950 --> 00:03:42,345
fiercely protecting the advance.

61
00:03:42,345 --> 00:03:46,150

62
00:03:46,150 --> 00:03:48,880
Bypassing strongly
fortified positions,

63
00:03:48,880 --> 00:03:51,910
the rumbling tanks break through
and penetrate behind the enemy

64
00:03:51,910 --> 00:03:55,390
lines, isolating and encircling
key positions at the front.

65
00:03:55,390 --> 00:04:00,440

66
00:04:00,440 --> 00:04:03,260
Immediately following the
tanks, motorized infantry

67
00:04:03,260 --> 00:04:05,660
is rushed into the
bridge, widening,

68
00:04:05,660 --> 00:04:10,310
strengthening, sustaining
the initial penetration.

69
00:04:10,310 --> 00:04:12,110
Carefully camouflaged,
the infantry

70
00:04:12,110 --> 00:04:17,420
moves forward to secure
key positions, taking

71
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00:04:17,420 --> 00:04:24,970
cover cautiously, while
quick-moving artillery rushes

72
00:04:24,970 --> 00:04:27,470
through the hole to protect the
ever-deepening tank advance.

73
00:04:27,470 --> 00:04:32,110

74
00:04:32,110 --> 00:04:35,260
As the troops below advance,
light German bombers

75
00:04:35,260 --> 00:04:38,500
escorted by fighters constantly
patrol the enemy's rear,

76
00:04:38,500 --> 00:04:40,810
hanging like hawks,
waiting for a chance

77
00:04:40,810 --> 00:04:43,600
to swoop down on the enemy,
crippling his capacity

78
00:04:43,600 --> 00:04:46,915
to reinforce the front lines
with reserves and supplies.

79
00:04:46,915 --> 00:04:50,290

80
00:04:50,290 --> 00:04:52,420
Suddenly, a congested
column of Russian tanks

81
00:04:52,420 --> 00:04:55,570
is spotted, crowding closely
together on a Russian below.

82
00:04:55,570 --> 00:05:00,190
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83
00:05:00,190 --> 00:05:02,440
Framing the bomb
sight carefully,

84
00:05:02,440 --> 00:05:05,230
the missiles are discharged,
winging their way

85
00:05:05,230 --> 00:05:06,280
straight to the target.

86
00:05:06,280 --> 00:05:13,410

87
00:05:13,410 --> 00:05:15,228
Had the tanks taken
a safe interval,

88
00:05:15,228 --> 00:05:16,770
there would have
been a slight chance

89
00:05:16,770 --> 00:05:18,210
of a destruction such as this.

90
00:05:18,210 --> 00:05:32,120

91
00:05:32,120 --> 00:05:33,920
Slowly, the eastern
German armies

92
00:05:33,920 --> 00:05:37,400
push north through the
Russian-occupied Baltic States

93
00:05:37,400 --> 00:05:40,460
to what they hoped would
be the fall of Leningrad,

94
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00:05:40,460 --> 00:05:44,420
or as the Germans
call it, Petersburg.

95
00:05:44,420 --> 00:05:47,070
A victim to the onward drive
of the Nazi juggernaut,

96
00:05:47,070 --> 00:05:49,003
a large Russian
city lies directly

97
00:05:49,003 --> 00:05:50,420
in the path of the
German advance.

98
00:05:50,420 --> 00:05:54,480

99
00:05:54,480 --> 00:05:56,970
Long-range artillery
savagely pounds the city

100
00:05:56,970 --> 00:05:58,230
with unceasing shellfire.

101
00:05:58,230 --> 00:06:00,186
[ARTILLERY FIRE]

102
00:06:00,186 --> 00:06:01,653

103
00:06:01,653 --> 00:06:03,609
[EXPLOSIONS]

104
00:06:03,609 --> 00:06:07,530

105
00:06:07,530 --> 00:06:14,527
--while combat aircraft roars
overhead, bombing, strafing--

106
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00:06:14,527 --> 00:06:20,500
[RAPID GUNFIRE]

107
00:06:20,500 --> 00:06:21,970
--trying to make
the city untenable

108
00:06:21,970 --> 00:06:23,388
for the Russian defenders.

109
00:06:23,388 --> 00:06:26,460

110
00:06:26,460 --> 00:06:28,710
Plunging out of a hiding
place in the clouds,

111
00:06:28,710 --> 00:06:31,350
a Russian interceptor singles
out one of the German planes

112
00:06:31,350 --> 00:06:31,860
for attack.

113
00:06:31,860 --> 00:06:34,662

114
00:06:34,662 --> 00:06:37,940
[GUNFIRE]

115
00:06:37,940 --> 00:06:39,800
Trying to shake off
the Russian, the German

116
00:06:39,800 --> 00:06:43,450
wings over suddenly,
catching the Russian

117
00:06:43,450 --> 00:06:45,469
with a blazing stream of fire.

118
00:06:45,469 --> 00:06:47,425
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[RAPID GUNFIRE]

119
00:06:47,425 --> 00:06:55,260

120
00:06:55,260 --> 00:07:02,800
The Russian is hit
badly and plummets

121
00:07:02,800 --> 00:07:06,534
to the Earth, a mass of flames.

122
00:07:06,534 --> 00:07:08,438
[EXPLOSION]

123
00:07:08,438 --> 00:07:14,160

124
00:07:14,160 --> 00:07:16,980
On the ground, the Russians
desperately counterattack

125
00:07:16,980 --> 00:07:21,030
in tanks, trying to
stem the German tide.

126
00:07:21,030 --> 00:07:23,910
German antitank gunners
in strategic emplacements

127
00:07:23,910 --> 00:07:27,240
stop the Russian drive--

128
00:07:27,240 --> 00:07:29,715
[EXPLOSION]

129
00:07:29,715 --> 00:07:31,700

130
00:07:31,700 --> 00:07:35,567
--destroying the tanks with
fire of deadly accuracy.
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131
00:07:35,567 --> 00:07:39,463

132
00:07:39,463 --> 00:07:41,411
[EXPLOSIONS]

133
00:07:41,411 --> 00:07:53,610

134
00:07:53,610 --> 00:07:56,700
The German advance
continues, heavy machine guns

135
00:07:56,700 --> 00:07:59,100
and light artillery driving
Russian defenses back

136
00:07:59,100 --> 00:07:59,700
into the city.

137
00:07:59,700 --> 00:08:01,628
[ARTILLERY FIRE]

138
00:08:01,628 --> 00:08:12,740

139
00:08:12,740 --> 00:08:15,740
Germans suddenly come across
a rearguard Russian outpost

140
00:08:15,740 --> 00:08:17,070
in a deserted farmhouse.

141
00:08:17,070 --> 00:08:19,700
Training guns point
blank, they blast away

142
00:08:19,700 --> 00:08:24,290
a section of the house,
advancing by short rushes
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143
00:08:24,290 --> 00:08:25,100
as they close in.

144
00:08:25,100 --> 00:08:29,890

145
00:08:29,890 --> 00:08:32,679
A direct shot hits
the powder magazine.

146
00:08:32,679 --> 00:08:35,860
And the defenders, incapable
of holding out further,

147
00:08:35,860 --> 00:08:38,700
surrender their
strategic position.

148
00:08:38,700 --> 00:08:43,072
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