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Q: Well, Dr. Schneider, you start first to epplain me sk

motivations®

A: One of the most important motivations was...were that g

sethat &’ theredﬁme already then, as an inmate,
and bothered me later, when I started to learn more about the
teaﬁtéﬁi1Véyﬁand for

Holocaust itself. Like Why ‘were ‘we se:

instance, the Latvian Jews were killed: 4ind I was under the
d:b0-make

pression ithat being Eastern Jews, they were ik

@oom for us; which-later proved to be ot true.

Qs And could you éxnlain why you had this impression?

A: The ‘impression was fostered by the Germans: in the ghetto -
meaning the German personnel, the 885~ they would makei

such as: we brought you here because we ! .

and ‘Germay and who therefore would be very 1mportant for the

war effort Which meant, trmnslated, that the Jews who were here

before were expendable, belng Latvian Jews.
research that fthey had

fdeca to 8iuply Tus >z nd ews in bher
until, I guess, we would drop dead for exhaustion, and

use us as slave-—labour in the meantime, giving us a ghetto of

our own, in a way even autonomous, to an extent, And £k
0" "6k 3hi; # to find out as much

rlends 1n the ghetto still. So I felt a kind of urgency.
¢: But could we come back about that cuestion about the Esstern
Jews, o1 AT e

Yes.
But how would you picture your book? Do you think it is an

o
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examplaire book, a classical btok about the Holocaust, about this
particular theme... .

A il '
my-mu%é/aetail of the vast theme on the

igie because there was no other German

I would say it is only

Holocaust« But it is Wi

were gncorporated into the existing ghetto. But weres sepenated
Aty different - from the Latyian Jews. And therefore

my - book sheds light on this particular element of the btreatment,

the different treatment. And then of course it is also peculiar

in itself that when you look at the various things that we were

permitted to do, I mean all the ghettoes had some sort of school

system, but it was always clandestine...
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hetto-J:dk i yThere were German Jews for a while in Minsk, bw o i
only for a short time. Then there were German Jews in Lodz, who E
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Yes, but I would like to understang, why did you say that in the 2
beginning, when you started to write your book, you wanted to %
enquire about the fact that people say that the Latvian Jews had ©
been killed in order to make placd for the German Jews and that
you discovered....
that it was not true.

that it was not true. Cou

—eouid—you-elaborate g little more.
Yes. You know,-Ythéy killed within a space of a few days approxima—
tely ©25=-27,000 Latvian-Jews, -and then they were :left” w1th about
4,000 men and 300 women.

N

RNasnn \.’-IV-—IHOW{!W:;LSIIVBO’I(‘}H* ’ﬂ-E[HL;t
o o al

This was when, this...

_Ah, in November and December 1941.) And then suddenly the Luftwaffe
EEEffﬁESMEEEEEE‘ﬁavy afid—all the other sogenannten Dienststellen,
you know, started to clamour for workerm. And the head of the;
blcherheltsdlenst was Lange, and he felt that what he was going to
do wadto bring the first,(it was not rezlly the #first transport
that came; because one transport form Berlin had been added to the
dead in the forrest). But he jtook the people from: Cologne into
‘the ghetto. And no sooner had he done that, that Gebietskommissar’
Dreohsler, Dreé%%ler who was in charge of getting the jewlry and.
‘furs that the Latvian Jews had left behlnd;— he was in charge of

getting all this, and he wrote him a very sharp letter, saging
*how could youihave brought all thee Jews into the ghetto. I cannot

SHAIHOYEV
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have it cleaned ups It is terrible.' And I found this document

which has never been publisled.

s Q: How could you bring 'them' - the German Jews?

A: Yes, well, Drechsler was very very upset with Lange, and Lange!mus
have gotten pgrmission to do. that from ‘Gérmany; because as a matte
of fact he was JhVited 'to the Wannses Conferghicey So he was...he
was quite on his own.- And the German Jdews, he put them in a few
houses in the formerly Latvian ghetto.

Q: OK, but excusd me, there is something I don't understand very well
because the ﬂa vian’ ‘Jews who were needed by the different serv1cesE§f

the Wehrmacht, they were skllled workerg, I mean they were skilled g
workers. ’ :

A: aritisans, sure.

Q: artisans.

Az Yes, and yet...

Q: And what were the German Jews? What was the social recruitment of
the German Jews.

A: Usually the German Jews were what you would consider middle-class,

O SONIC'IOH 4H

formerly perhaps shop-keepers, teacheds, professors, doctors,.. S =
lawyers, everything except skilled workers. So it was not 'redlly.

HL

a good idea + I mean form their point of view. Becmuse I found one 4m
of the documents that said that it &s just too bad that we have.
the 'German Jews working now because they are really not as good as 07

n

the Latvian were, ‘because they were artisans.

Q: They were able to speak German, but they were unable to work...
A: Of course they were. But, you see, I think the whole thing was done
in such a haphazard way w1thout the usual teutonlc planning, - that
they he% lald the golden eggs. The Germsn: Jews,/

from an economic point of view, were by far not as skilled or good

workers. They were used then for unloading boatss for cleaning. the .

streets, for all kinds of things. But they couldm't: be- used like .

the Latvian Jews hag been used before.:}
Q: They were unable %o make boots.

ed"the “go0os

1SavODToH 'S

WA

A: No, no. Well, eventually they learned. You know, Jews are very

talented. They can learn anything.
Q: Yes, but would you say that this story is a legend, that the Latvi
Jews, let's say the Ostjuden, had been killed in order to make

place for the....
A: Yes. I...

SAATHOUV WHHS&W TVIIO
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Q¢ +..German Jews. y : :

A: T would say that it is a Jlegend becé.use it is first in Mareh [ k
1942 that Goebbels wrote in his diary that it would be-a. good®
ddea 0 de such a thing. In other words... ©

Q: to do what?

H0:kill existing populations of Jews é,‘n'd‘»-‘fth‘e’n‘f’br_\ing*-iﬁéi&ﬁé”judgi,_”
there.”

Q: Reichjuden? ; _

A: Yes. So that was in ngruary. Now you have to remember that a@
this had already take;i place six months earlier. So now, suddz
enly Goebbels has such a fantastic idea. You know, semetlmes up

think to yourself, well, perhaps you are wrong, you...you mighet.:
se.you might think that this was not quite so. And then you Mo
find such ah entry in a diary, foom a man like Goebbels, and
you see you are on the right track, that this was a wedge ¢
between +the German Jews and the Latvian Jews: - to this day .
by the way. There are letters thatw;vwell because of you, peo
coming into the ghetto,my whole family was killed,and therefo:@

gONIﬂ’IO

I don't want anything to do with you. : b
: : Q: I have one of those letters. =
A: Yés, I hsve the same letter, I am sure. &
i Q: Fred Wildhauer. g
At Yes, yes, I have this letter in my files. m
Q: Yes, OK, but you cannot.... . o :
A: ...You cannot convince him, you cannot.|Because even though 8
it was not official policy, the factsfwere clear; That they” A
were killed, snd when it was found that slave+labour was needeg
those who came in were kept alive. Even though they were totalarj
useless in part. And we were kept zlive for a long time. reallyz

If...I mean speaking about the Holoeaust,and people - Wwho where-
sup...who were going to the éast were not scheduled to be lef
alive, especially not Reichsjuden with children and old peoplel
2 tand not good for -labout.
Q: Yes. It is the reason why the case of Riga is Verys..
A: extremely peculiar.
Q: ...peculiar.

WH

A: extremely peculiar. You live and you can only thank regular

foul-up of not thinging correctly by the authorities, and that
why you are alive, I mean in my particular case. What good

STATHOUYV WNASNN TV I}IO
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great gates. One gate leading into the Latvian ghetto, one gate

were we to the national economy of Germany? And here we are.,

;

But the, but the Latvian Jdewsy they go on thinking in the same
Wag. ..

Not all of them. Those....

There are pictures that we have seen, and some of them are here
Yes, they are part of my dissertation too., Of course they go on
thinking, I mean, it is only human. ¥Wou know, when you have g
fight with your boss, you are not going to scream back at your
boss, you come home and you blame your wife. So they cannot
really, in their mihd} blame anyhody but the German Jews who
came in and took the prlaces they had just vacated, and where
their wives agnd children had been killed. It's a very natural
phenomena. #Ithough they behaved marvelously:.to ug, .

Who, the.... 4

- ++the Latvian Jews. Yes.

Thé remaining?

O AT e

2
]
¥
@)
=
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=
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The remaining 4,000 men., Marvedlously. They gavé.food to the Germ
children. Can you imagine, their own children were just killed,
a couple”of weeks ago, and German Jewish children - - stood at
the...4t the fence and cried 'Wir haben Hunger, wir hsben hunger
= we are hungry - and these Latvian bereaved fathers took out
whatever they had and gave it to those children.,

But were you seperated from them? they....

Yes. We were seperate@. The only thing is that on the way home
from work they could put something through the:fences You know,
we had barbed wire{:?here were two different ghettoes. Buta....
Two differentghettoes - but Just seperated by one...

No, no.

s+.0ne row of barbed wire?

No. There was é row of barbed wire of: the German gide, and a-
row of barbed wire on the Latvian sidey and in between ~ there ,
was the so-called (Latvian name) or Leipzigerstrasse,gs it Was
calied, where the Kommandatur was and where'nofone'could_wglk:
But it was not far, the two ghettows?

4s I said, they were divided by one street, but with....

On the other side of the street.

But with two... with two seperate rown of barbed wire, and“two;

leading into the German ghetto, withgpolice there at gl11 timesT:]

=
=
=
%
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=
8
=
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And if... Now,German Jews very rarely went into the Latvian

dra

ghetto, but if Latvian Jews wanted to come into the German gi
ghetto “for' the theatre or sports event or something of this
sort, or later, to ¥isit their girlffriends, then he .had to
‘have:; |
Qs Yeé?
A: Xeh.
Q¢ It was possible to geﬁ a pass$
A: Oh, sure. It was POES

\

Hié*ifwybu'ﬁad*the'rightfconnectionéﬂ
Q: Now, how old were you yourself at the time?
A: When'I came ‘to Riga I was thirteen.
Q: Thirteen?
i A: Yah.
Q: That means your outlook is the outlook of gz young.girl?
A: I am not young anymore.
Q: No.
A: It wgs at that time. You mean my memorieé are that ofa young” :
girli Well, I suppose you could say that. I spent some interes-O
4ing and very formative ‘years in the ghetto.
Q: Could you describe from the beginning how it wemt on.
A: How it went off, how we arrived.
Q: Yes, and how you started too,

SONIA'TOH FH.L WNOYdA GE[I)IIGQH

i
H
H
i
\

At How it started.
R e T Q: The departure. ..
A: The departure...the departure form Vienna itself?
Q: From Vienng. You are from Véenna?

A: 1 am Vienese, yes. And...Eransports: had been going to the east
for a while. And we didn't think we would ever be oh one of
them. My father was what was called ein wirtschftswichtiger
Jude. In his identity card he had WWd, which meant that he
was important to the ecomomy of - Austria. However when now
the whole street...

€: In which respect was he...

A: He was building bridges.

Q: Ah, yes.

A: So, on February 1, 1942, the whole street where I lived on, -

all the Jews were fékén:&d a place - a former school of mines
And in this varticular school

SAVOOTOH "S'N AHL 4
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Q: Excuse me, the street was already a ghetto?
A: No, no, no, there was no ghetto in Vienns,.

Q¢ There was no ghetto but the Jews were concentrgted?
A: $hey were...

i BOBINE 202

NY 5

©Q: 0K, go on with the departure.

4&: You wanted to know how we were finall
Well,

¥ put @n the trainl
it did not take long. We weré taken to the schpol, it
j Was a very nice regudar high scho0l] where all the;b;héhesﬂl
o éﬁ&%ﬁiﬁg neout; mnd all the people were made to lie on the f1
hat we were to be sent to the east: And

i
°
(]

And we were £o

family by’ ; 6 walk by Brunner,:Exmnnex who was ;
in charge of it. And.... "
| Qs Alois. l :
g é: No, no, not Alois — Antony i::,
<P Anton,

: A: You sée, Anton is the one who was hanged in Vienna. Alois

is the one who was the right hand of Bichmann, who was later
sentto Greece and who never found. So, Anton Brummer:
1ookedwat,my father's identity card and the

n he said 'doesn't
mat§e§<one way or é%oﬁher'

and he ripped it up and he threw i

H 'S'(1 AHL AO SDNI([’IO;—I HHL WOYA GE[QH'G,O}IJEI}I

in the waste-basket as he did with all others. And he said E;_
that we would deave on Friday, Friday the 6th of Feburuary. (N 5
A 8t ‘ :ﬁhéiéﬂwefWere?goiﬁé_%‘af' ﬁﬁésﬁg fo g;'
1d(.aa. £

4: this was.... ( E:;
[EE; This was in Vienna, Felpruary 1942. On the way to the station. —px

Aspang Bahnhof, there were people who were working in +the
Vienng Kﬁltusgemeinde who rode with each.

«.With each car; and
‘ the one who rode with us was a former captain in the army,
i

World War I, a Jewish: captein that was a friend of my father,.
who had also been an officer. And he sagid

'for heavens! sake,
where',.., My father said: ‘where are they sending us?*

and
he saidafyou?ére'going to Riga.

'"And I rem:mber someone on the
car saying: 'Oh my goodness, where is Riga?!' You know, I mean

People Xwew do know that it is the capital of Latvia, but it

A e

SHATHOYY WNESAIN TVRION
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was absolutely...it was really not what we expected. So on Aspang..
What were your feelings, the feelings of your parents?
My parentsd were very upset. That is for sure. Becguse they

’

understood that we.: were going into a very unknown situation.:Buts
they were % i i
we probably would be there to

</ Thay felt whatever happens,

,Bnd some way or another they

would take care of us. They were apprehensive, to be sure, when—
ever you change places. But they were not deathly afraid as they

should have been. No: a8y absolutely no one. A ‘todal inability
to believe in the Flnal Solution. And that is perhaps....
And was there f® cast?’ .

No, roj There was....lt was Tike™the age 0ld thing that Jews from-

time to time were thrown out of their places, and in this particul
instance they were sent wast because this is persumably where the
front was; and this is where people were needed %o work._ﬁéZ}...
Excuse me, At the time you were living in the same flat you used
to Llive? ‘

Oh no. This was already -the third ones Our own flat we had to leav

in 1939. That was like a . We were supposed to leave
it in 1938, but my father went” +to court. Can you imagine, a Jew

ﬂE[H- O—S{)NIG«’-«I@H—.EIHJ:WOM—HEK)H([OHJEIH

going to court in the days of Hitler? But they let us live there:
for another year, because it was ours. And then, we had ‘o move 1n§0
the Second District, which was...which had always been a kind of :ﬂ__a
Jewish disstrict, since the timem of the Emperor. And we were in
one particular appartment. We had a room in that one. And it was
not such a bad appartment yet. But then the lady’ to whom the
appartment belonged wassent to Litgmannstadt, to Loda, and then al
of us had to leave, and we weré sent $o still another appartment,
which was in the Lilienbrunngasse, Second District, not far from
the Danube channek, you know. It wasn't-ggbnice, but even that

was not so bad;yet.

But this was a house for Jeps?

no, there were Christians livéng in the housa.

- Yes?

Oh, sure. There were Christian neighbours. But there were mainly
Jews.in the whole section.[gnd that particular day ‘that I specifie

Sunday the first of February, they simply sent employees of the.

SHATHOYY WNASON .muowaw.msnv:)mq
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Q:
A:

Q: passanger?

A:

Kultusgemeinde and they kmnocked on the door at 9 otclock
in the morning and they said: 'look, you have to pack. whatever
you have and you have to go 4o ‘the Sperlsdchulefﬁ%é%ﬁﬁ%e Jou |
‘8reé being deported,"
- With such a short notice?
Absolubtely. As a matter of fact, I was in the kitchen already,
vbut my sisterwas still in bed. My father was still in bed. It
was totally unexpectedfand as I said... '
But you did not expect to be obliged to leave...
No, no, not because of my father. ind others who were thinking
that eventually that they will be -deported, I suppose that
they were not as surprised as we were, because we hOped to th%
very end, until we went in front of Anton Brumner, thet he
would free usk that he would put us back. But he didn't and

¥4 qIDNJON T

so we went on the train. The interesting thing ‘in our particulap

wagon was that we were not too many. Because on the other side.
.syou know, it was one of those third class railroszd wagons
of the Austrian....

passanger,: sure. They put in twenty people who had come back
to Vienna from Oppole and from Kielce, who had been deported
before. And they were actually brougnt to the railway station
under guard and they were put in our...in the same railroad car
as we were, except seperated. And I remember, you know, I had
long braids and it wasso warm in the railroad car, that on the
way I washed my hair and I dried it, with hot water from the.
radiator. :

Yes?

Yes} Aniinteresting thing to do. There weren't too many people
in the car. O%ther:railroad-cars were full of people, and some.
of ‘them were even cold. It was...Even thén it was already luck
where you were. And we were in a good one - Waggon Nummer Eins,
you know, right after the locomotive, And so it pgok%us four .
dags. Ah..We...I remember some cities’ on the way. First there
was Krakau.' We went through Poland, up...There was also - I
think it's Chonitze in Polish, but it's Konitz in Germen. And
there were....We went through Schaulen, through Lithuania and
then Finally-on the tenth we arrived in Riga. WE arrived -~

NITICIOHE{H_LM
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alreadyzabout,five o'clock in the morning,: but they first
started unloading us around 9 -'930. We were in the cars

. and it was rather cold by then. There is also one other
thing - 2 6is'Bfﬁhﬁér”weﬁtWith‘ouretnggspﬁ;tu GRiga.¥ That
was the famous Alois. Andqu;theiway‘he@shé 4;gé¥£§ﬁ%ﬁ§§g
This is also in my disseraéiioh.

Q: But you remember this?

A: Yes, because i%lhappened,on cayinumber:ly on our steps he
did it. 4And then eventuallyxhexcame:int _xv- : < Sal
141d"anybody hear anything? Y, and we 21l said 'h6'¢ He hady
The618" han in his pygamas was chained to the steps..It was [l |
rather cold outside and he was ésking for pity, you know, Q%E
.Brunner was mocking him, jbu«knew, 'did you . ever have pity,c:
-you were one of the richest Jews in Vienma, you sucked out
the blood' you mow, and all this. 4nd in the eng he shot: =
him; What else can I tell youi(%hﬂ~? é%

Q: But you talked sbout Cracow, ’

175!
A: Oh, going through?[}ou know, the funny thing is ‘We saw Jew -

WOY¥d AI5NA0YITI

--on-the railroad statiqn in Cracow. They could not speak to

qHL

: . us, but they knew that we were Jews, because we wore the ;
; yellow star,’ they wore g white band. Ang they must have bee
working on the railroad. Two people of every car were alloweéD:
;f to go out and bring water, you know, fresh dringing water.
i But they could not make contact. From our cér the guy who
went out was a fellow by the name of Fritz Brunn, and he
said: 'Ach, again. If I would only speak another language
but Geiman. Perhaps I could have said something to them.!
Actually &t is interesting that ny parents, who had been in
§ Cracow before, said that this was one of The odest. cities,
: and you know, there was a little history kesson in the
middle of everything. An interesting trip to be sure.
Q¢ “nd what was the general mood in the...

A: Let me tell you something: It was one of apprehension, not ofy !~
despair. You look back on 1% and say: how could you be so
stupid? There is no explanation, absolutely none. As g

TVIMOWII LSNVOOTOH

| matter of fact, I have to tell you g very interesting item,
that perhaps formed some of my philosophy in the next few
years. Hy mother hé&‘donefaﬁlittle bit of black-merket befére

SHATHOHUV WNASNIN
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we left - with marzipan. And she had a tiny little suitcase,
full of those margipan pieces. And I said to her; you know,
you could give us the marzipan to eat. And she said: 'no,

when we come there, maybe with this we will tide ourselves
over.' “nd I said: 'No, I want marzipan'. I am terrible when
it comes to marzipan, chocolate — I eat all that stuff -~ you
can see, 50 she didn't want fo. She gave me a piece or so.

But I watched where she had the marzipan and in the night,
when everybody slept — we had enough space — I went and ate

up negrly half of the suitcase. That was the last night before
they unloaded us. And of course, they took everything away at t
station and we never saw a thing. So in the ghetto... E

As I said, I ate up the marzipan and in the morning we were
taken out from the train and our luggage was left behind. We
arrived in the ghetto and it was apparent...

Don't go so fast. I want that you describe exactly the arrival.

H
=
'.-I
[}
‘_J
fo)
Q
ot
=
Y
ot
=
=
I—l
H
}._l
o
[S)
ct
=
Q
ct

w
e
o+
ot
5
I_l
0
l-J
L]
(]
c
w
<t
[o]
5
[0}
g
]
>
ct
i—l
Q
]
3

story, this is the story just about the merzipan. And then I'11l
tell you everything. Anyhow, my mother truned to my father and
said: 'too bad I did not give her the marzipan when she wanted
it.' And I 4id not tell her that I ate it. I didn't tell her

until #he war was over. And I learned a lesson for those years

I was in camp: if you got it, eat it. Worry about later. Now

1VOOTOH 'S’ AHE JO SONIA'TOH THE WONA AIONA0dITH

L. am going back to how the arrlval really was. As I .said,
r was cold. Very cold. It was so cold that %o this day when I
' think of arr1v1ng in Riga, I get goose-pimples. Just because
of this enormous co0ld with this clear blue sky and a little
bit of, you know, sort of sunlight filtering through, and the
station eventually a mass of people, because everybody said
‘raus, raus, raus' And you came out with your luggage and you
are confronted from the warmth of the train, that still kept
the warmth of the body, and here it is so cold We (found out

it was forty-two below zeroﬂ]And we camé from Mlenna, ‘where

when you have thls klnd of temperature, you close all the

N
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schools. Can you imagine? So I went straight bafk into the car

again and I said to one of my father's cousins, 'l can't take
this', So she gave me a pair of stockings, additional
stockings, I wore high shoes, you know, like ice shoes where
the skates have been removed, and I put them on fast, over
my own stockings and fastened them, so that I should be s
bit marmer and that Was....And then I ran out of the car
and stood with my father ana'my mather and my sister, who
is two years younger. And suddenly these two gorgeous SS men,
dressed very elegantly, with fur collars, and very very good
looking and clean, and well taken care of, speak to ué. And on
of them says: 'Ladies and gentlemen' - and I mean he said
ladies and gentlemen ~=meine Damen und Herren - AThe ghetto
is quite far from here. It is about 7 or 8 Km, and will take
a long walk, and you can see how cold it is. We have some
busses for you and they are o¥er there. fhose of you who

- would rather take the bus, should do S0, as you could then

brepare a place for those who will walk. But the stronger ones
should walk,!

Could you say this in German?

Naturally I could say this in German.
¢ Please.

SR o

A: He said: 'Also, es ist ziemlich weit von hier ins Getto, und
wir haben fuer diesen Zweck einige Autobusse fuer sie bereit-
gestellt. Und wir wuerden sie deshalb bitten,dass sie sich
der Autobusse bedienen und nicht nur das; die Jenigen die
fahren, koennen dann einen Platz fuer die anderen im Getto
vorbereiten. Die staerkeren Leute sollen gehen,!

Q: They were very polite?

A: Polite? you have no idea. We were really happy about this
kind of thing. Look at it: -this kind SS¥man. He is prepafing
buses for people who won't be able to walk. So my sister, she
was eleven, says: 'idh fahr, ieh fahr, ich fahr' - I am
going on the bus. My father said: 'no, you're not'. She said:
‘ich will faheen', you knmow, an eleven year o0ld child whines.
Now, he was such g ratient man -~ I cannot begin to tell you -
he turned around and he slapped her. And Lange..

Q: He was one of the two?

-

o

:go‘ SONIC'TOH THI WOdF €FoNaod

§
s
i

ONIN ISAVOOTOH 'S"N AHL

SHATHOYV WNASNN 1



rpastan

Schneider  Bob. 203 - 13

- Ayrmn

. : Yes, the one gorgeous 53 man who hagd adressed us so kindly, E
: looks around, looks at her and says 'Kleine Kinder tun .
wgs die Eltern sagen.'- little children do what the parents %
tell them to. So she shut up.. She was totally silent. You X0
| _ tnow, he had talked to her like this. Gut. My mother.,..
¢ Exduse me, there were many SS:- men?
Those two Germans and all other Latvians, which we found out
later. At this point we didn't know who was who, because we
were quite mixed up. And then we were told: leave your suit-
cases here, they will be brought to the &ghetto later. Soﬁe Li
people were very smart — they took a little bit wit@.them. =
Others felt: well, you have to walk seven Km., you don't FE
want to carry anything. Fine.. My mother didn't speak to my Eg
: father the whole way because he hag slapped my sister. She 5
Z
Q
wn
[

e oo

was angry at him. The two cousins of my father, the one who
had given me the stockings and her sister, they went on the

; buses and they said: 'we will brepare .space for You in the

; ghetto'. And we started....Ja. ang those people there were

i about, I would say, two thirds of our transport. We were

! about a thousang people, and approximately seven hundred

! j elected to take the buses. The other three hundredq, including

| : the four of us, we elected to walk. The moment the otherks

‘ f were out and nearer to the buses, which turned out to be

: the famous gas-vans, he changed completely in hisg behavior,

f "Ihr bloedes Volk, kommt mal her.
here..

= You stupid recple, come

Q: Who changed < Lange®?

A: Lange. And you know, I could sense the shock even in my own

ratents. How could such a nice man talk like that suddenly,

Ihr bloedes Volk, kommt mal her. horrible. But I want you

to know one thing. He was right. We were stupid. And that's
; what he thought of us. We were stupkd.
Qs vy

A: He duped us so easily. Not even g shot was fired,

and seven
hundred people went to their death without any trouble on

Q: But excuse me, you say that these autobus were gas--vans,

; A: Yes, you know, they used them in Riga from time to time.

SHATHOYV WNASAW TVIIOWAIN lSﬂVDOTQH ST HHLE;
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é And these particular grey vans, they were closed, they

% were not real buses, and nobody at that time had any second

i/d,.EEEE§EEEJﬂEEELEQQEZ]Ne were not acquainted with the means
to the Final Solution. The thing is that they tried them
out in Riga,as I found out from the Institut fuer Zeit-
geschichte...

0 SONIQ'IOH FHL WOHA GIONGOM T

r

Q: Emcuse me, do you remember exactly, could you describe this...

4: Yes, I could describe them.

Q: ...the trucks,and could you describe how the people were
loaded in. Please, this is very important.

A: No, that I did not see anymgore, you see, because he told
us to go away from the station - Schirotawa #% while they
were lined up to enter those cars. We did not see this any
more. We just saw them walking towards them and they then
stood on lime.

Q: But you did not see thes....

A: Yes, we saw the trucks.O0f course we saw them, but...

W: How did they look? -

A: They were kind of grey, and they wereclosed, you know, sort
of very square, and they had a door from the rear, because
they were...the doors were open. They didn't look ominous
either. And it looked from far as if there were windows,
but I know now that there werenft any.|You see, the thing

tsvery hard to tell what I saw, What I didh't. But I know
for sure that I was not in any way discomforted oriscared.
S50 they went because they didn't want to walk, so they went
by bus.

!
i
i
H
{
{

i
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Q: And how many were they?

A: About seven hundred.

§: No, no - the buses, the gas—-vans? _

A: 1 saw, I saw personally only about three or four.jBut there
may have been more, whatever happéned I don't know, because
we were then sort of driven towards the entrance to the city.;
And the guards who drpve us in front of them were Latvians, ‘
because their German was horrible. Then we knew that they
were not Germans. And Lange and Maywald ¥ which I found out

1 later was Maywald — he is y They got into

their car and drove away. And we were left with the Latvian
gqards, who escorted us into the ghetto. .
Q: D”scribe this brecisely, the walk, the seven km wilk....
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A: The walk. About...straggling, you know, not in nice rows, put ;
straggling. Some people carried something, some people didn't. !
I was walking sort of on the side, near the side-walk, and we mg:
we couldn't go- on the side-walk. In other words, a couple of%gi
times, when I -tried to step on the side-walk, because of the O
snow, or something like this, the Latvian SS man would sort ofgg
push me back on the street and say 'verboten, verboten' ink =
his way. And about, Oh I would say about one km., or fifteen E:'
twenty minutes, we saw Jews coming towards us, German Jews fro
the ghetto, who were allowed to come and help us. And they
screamed: 'nichts liegen lassen'_— don't 1éave anythigg lying,

you won't see your luggage ever again, they don't givé it to

you. ﬂd
Q: German Jews who arrived... S
A: who...yes, who had arrived earlier. And - one I remember velg;

well was a guy by the name of Nager. He...This was Lagerpolize

you know, the police of the camp. German Jews. One of them wasa3
a Viennese, and he kept asking some of thé people whether U?

certain of his relatives were...had come. And nobody knew. He
wanted to know. And then someone asked him what happened to thoq

people who went with the trucks, S0 he szid they were brought
to another camp, because there Varlous camps in tae neighbour-
i hood. And he was in no way giving any indication that he had
: an idea of what really happened.

Q: But he had?
; A: I am not sure. He might have and might not have. I knew Mager

/

later, his name was Mager, I knew him guite well later and

and he seemed to be ratier optimistic. He may not have been
among the police who had to make the graves later....in
February, but that is a conjecture. Anyhow, it was so cold,
let me tell you, that the little droplet from nose fraze.
I...I cannot begih to tell you the cold. “%ill +his day I

have a psychological aversion to cold weather. If I coudd, and
if I didn't have to go out, the mOment it....

BOBINE 204
NY- Schneider &

Q¢ But there is a question I forgot. During the trip, you were
escorted by what kind of people?

A: Schutzpolizei, as I sald, even though he was not s member of

SHAIHOAYV WNHASAN TVRIOWHTI- LSAVIOTOH-'S'0 TH



the Schutzpolizei, Brunger, 4lois Bruaoner, was part of
them. I don't know why he went, perhaps he wanted to
have something to speak to Lange, although I didn't see
him speak to Lange. Hé might have gotten out egrlier,
you see, we were confined to the cars. I don't know.
“he may have even gotten out before. Possible, because

I didn't see him after that night when he killed Bosel
anymore.

|
’ Schneider Bot. 204 - 16
|
|

Q: But. what was the...you say when You talk about the
first meeting with Lange and Maywald, at the arrival,
that they were gorgeous and so Ox..

A: Because we were z little bit grubby from four dé&s in
the train. )

i Qs Yes? g

; A: OK? It so happened that I did wash my hair, but still,

g the cloths are not ironed, you're wrinkled, you feel

sort of grungy, sort of. Angd here those two Specimens,

: in those excellent bezutifully tailored.uniforms, S0..

"SONIATOH-FHL-WON-dI23dOdddY.- . ...

80...You know, it's like when. ..when somebody who is
hungry looks at someone who eats. Sort of they hzd

; everything, They were rather elegant, even in uniform.
; Q: But this was your own feeling or,..

A: My owneise

Q: or it was the general feeling....

A: No, no, no, no. How could I speak for...:As 2 matter of
fact, I did not discuss this with my parents as such.
This was my own feeling, sort of like two gods, you
know, standing there. You know,'I didn't realize that

} in a way they were like gods, that they could have the

( bower over life and death. I didn't realize that, but

it may have...who knows... .In our subconscious there

are interesting forces sometimes, thaet I should have
seen them like that. To this day I remember this...this
almost awe=struck feeling. And then this...this god
L turned round and tolgd my sister to do what my father

i said. It was even intensified. And later on,
found out that he actually saved her life.

SAATHDAV WNASNIN *IVI;HOWE[W"ISHVC)’O’IO?"‘S‘H THL

when I

Now a Lange,
you know, g murderer, a totgl murderer, without any
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compassion. I am not so sure about Maywald because I had
; a meeting with Maywald in the ghetto, later, a few weeks
B ' alter thes, so I am not so sure whether he did not habe
a sense of humour. But this Lange, who killed people for
nothing, that he should have done this, to this day is
rather interesting. An inteéresting psychological slip.

He was so powerful that he could even afford to save g
little girl.

qodadaa

'S’ HL JO SONIA'TOH FHL WO aIDNq0d

Q: Of course. But did you feel, when you met them,...I wouldn
say did you feel at hone,,. .

Az No, when you are in awe of someone, you 4o not feel at
home.

Q: Yes.,

Az you don't feel at home. You mean because they spoke Ggrman
to us?

Q: Yes.

A; 1 didn't expect anything else. I mean, if the Germans send
; you to Riga, Latvia, you expect Germans +to be there, no?
H

It was rather the Latvians that filled me with a kind of
distaste. .

Q: Yes?

A: ja. They were so uncouth in comparison to those Germans,
I because they had ill-fitting uniforms, they were only
; guards, some of that uniform was not really wery well taken we

3
B

care of, they couldn't speak German properly, they were
clumsy... ‘
Q: But why were you so sensitive to the...to the uniform?

; A: My father was an officer, perhaps that's what it was.
You know, he had kept his uniform for many years. He
fitted into it all the time - hé .was very proud of that.,
: And, I come from g family where the grand-father fought
f » in World War I, and...
! Q: With the Germans?
j Az With the Austrian army, yes, always the Austrian army.
E And great grand—fafher, and all this, I guess I look upon
anybody whose uniform is not in tip-top shaperas not
Quite as it should be, comme il faut.

SHAIHOAV NNASNIA ’IVT&OWEIW-LSHVDO’IQE



Schneider Bob. 204 - 18

Q: Yes, but do you remember the arrival of

of the Wehrmacht in Wien, in Vienng?
A: Ja, of course I do. I was a little girdk
Q: Do you have real impressions of this?
A+ I looked upon them as invaders. '
| Q: Yes?

A: Yes, ‘

Q: In spite of the uniforms?
In spite of the uniforms. You See,
different kind of feeling.
where they did not belong.
who has been deported,

the German army,

4 D00V dTI

b2

you are looking at g .
Vienna was where I belonged,

But now I was already som%body
Tight? I had already been thrown out
of school g couple of times, we had already‘;hamged our

i residence, I was already part of the eternal Jew who is not
| all that important. When they came into Vienna, that

rarticular day, March 13, 1938, I was still a eitizen of

Austria - a little one though - but an Auvstrian, who sang
the nationgl anthem with feIvour, Now I was alregdy some
ome who was deported — there is s big difference.

 SONIA”

< C:?: In your Tamily you were very self-conscious of your Jewishnes
or not?

n ﬂu

A: To a degree. We were perhaps assimilated in some ways, in
most ways, like most Viennese Jews were, but ®e kept the
high holidays, and we children hag religious instruction,

after school. We were not,what you could éay,

down on their own heritage.

was taken terribly seriously

Jews who looked
But it was not something that
+ I remember when my grand-father
used to say to my father always: show me one other Jew in

Vienna who has g horse, who keeps 2 horse. So my father would

tell him: this one, this one. - Oh, they are Jews like you.
i I mean, it was unfitting for a Jew to keep a horse, you know,
this kimd of stuff, in my grand-father's ideg. He had g
| . » he had ‘a beard. My father of course didn't, My
J father never were a hat, which a Jew is
My grand-father was angry about that too, things 1ike that.
| But we were laughing, you know,
anything but Jews,

PUt it that way.j

supposed to wear.

But we were Jews, newar
but not terribly concerned Jews — Let's

SHATHOUV WAASNIN WI?}IOWE[W-¢LSHVQOTOH~TS
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Qs
Az

All right. You arrive to Riga, als Juden.

Als Juden, ja. And then we Became inmates of the ghetto.
As we walked these seven Km, finally there was Moskauer
Vorstadt —~ the ghetto.

It was Moskauer Vorstadt?

Moskauer Vorstadt. That was the name of that particular
place in Riga. It was the most decrepid place you can
imagine. Those houses, the stench, the snow on the streets
the...no cagnalization, no water in the houses:7It was
absolutely a rude awakening. If this is whqgg they want
us, what else can they do to us,, you know, this kind of
thing. And we were dead tired.by the time we got?there,
but really, the cdld, and....So we were...The thZee hundr
who had reached the ghetto were put in%o one house.

aidnaoadm

E.

One house.
Into one house, which was later closed again, but just fo

this night they put us into this house on Moskauerstrasse
Yes?

SONTA'TOHFIHL WOY,

i

O

Yes. And the last-inhabitants had been Latvians, obviouslm,g%%%

Because nobody had cleaned up there. We found all their
things. And it was a big shock. We wanted to know what E
happened to them, and there was no one to tell us. So we -l
had the wildest ideas. 728
Can you describe i%? =n
Yes, I can describe, I can describe that &é wallked into a,gal

room that had been a kitchen once wpon a time, because
you could see the various things. And food was actually o
the table in a frozen state. Because the cold was very
bad and they were killed between November and December,
when it was very cold also, so the food didn't spoil.

W 1SAVO0

e could thaw it out and eat it. It was like eating frozenpj_

food. 1% was the only thing we had in our stomschs for the
A = . . T

whole day, except the marzipan, if you remember.j§o then

ON

who had just left the bed. There were teeth in a glass
next: to the bed.
Teeth? .
Teeth, false tketh in a glass...frozen imto the glass.
The most i

macabre sight. And then of course there were tho

- . S
outside toilets that go straight down,

that had no water.

SHATHOU W WNASAW
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yor: know, and that we had to use. 4nd one of the people

in the transport found, when she wanted to £0 to the

t011et, there was a_ llt?le bayy in there. Dead.

‘o Qe THSTde the.... I F 61

A: Inside the toilet, yes. And she started to scred& so that
the whole house wpﬁ% together. And I remember because I
wasalready laying down on the floor. 4nd evidently when
the Aktion occurred in December, the SS must have taken a
Latvian Je.wish child and put it in the toilet.

Q: There was blood?

Az Oh, there was quite a lot of dried blood, you know, ¥frozen
blood. :

Q: There was frozen blood?

"

e

N

{
i
i

A: Yes, there was on the sides of the staircases, not in the

appartment where we were, but on the side of the staircases,
as if someone had lost blood on the staircase.
- Q: But dld you see that they killed the people inside the flata?
- ) Az WNo, we didn't think of anything like that. We had all kings .
of thoughts, but to think of actual killing inside the flats, &
no. Eventually we felt that they had been taken out to be
sent to another camp and that they verhaps were treated in
a-terrible way, but w8 still didn't realize the truth.
Qs Try to elaborate.
i : ’ A: To elaborate....
- ©: What kind of thoughts...
f A: The human mind...

SHONIaTOH HHL WORH4IONGOUITT

Q: There must have been fantastic shoek ., no?
A: The shock was great, but yet, the human mind refuses to
| acknowledge that you are going to be killed.

BOBINE 205

NY 8

Q: OK, you arrive in the ghetto, and...

Az And the house that they let us in had not been cleaned up
from the damages of the Aktion against the Latvian Jews.

U: Yes, but excuse me, you say this now. At the time, what did
you think? Bid you know anything about Aktionen?

At We...no, we did not Xmow ...
Q¢ About Latvian Jews?

SHAIHOYY WAISNI TVIMOWAN ;I.SflVDO’IOH 'S'’N HHL
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{;;: But the peonle around me were d&scus51ng what could this be,\\f
v what did they do here, for Haavens' sake, I mean, what happened
And of course there must have been turpldatlons about our ?g

own fate, because two people of these three hundred who had g
walked into the ghetto, was a...a former bank offiicial with ;
his secretary. And they committed suicide.,They‘saw this, the
Ltook a measure of what was to come, and they committed suicidefs
It took them four days to die, they didn't have enough Verona
you know.

Q: They committed suicide

As Yes.

<s Immediately?

A: Immediately, this night, but it took +them....

Qs In the house=?

A: In the house. And they were then transferred to another
house, we had to carry them, and they vomitted =zll over,
and it took them four days %o die. But they actually must
have understood what happened. He was enormously smart, I

g
=
=)
oy
2
@
7,

;
;
!

understand from pecrle who had been in the same railroad

car with him, that he was clever, and that really he had

no fears, he said they will get through somehow. Then they

‘ saw this house, as a matter of fact I think she was the one

} who discovered the little body in the toilet.

Q: The dead one?

R N A¢ Ja. And they committed suicide.

o ‘ Q: How o0ld were they?

A: T would say - you know to me they were terribly old, but they
must have been forty, thirties. Smart people though, because
they knew that this is it. We didn't. Or if my parents did,

i they didn't let on, they didn't tell. Because my sister...Il
i remember that my sister was crying or something, so my

, father told her: Dount cry, as long as the four of us are

- together there is nothing to cry about. 4And then my mother
and my father made up,because she said: It was perhaps smart

that you slapped her, so we are together. Whether she realizéad
that there would have been death, I don'f know, buteven....

Q: At this time you had no idea of what happened to the seven
hundred?

A: Absolutely no idea. But the surroundings were rather

depressing. And we were allowed to spend one night there, and

SHAIHOYV WAISNI TVIHOWIIN ‘.LSIIVZ)O"[OH: "S'n AHL ]
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: Berlinerstrasse...No, the new one that they gave us was

A T

I must tell you that we took everything that we could
take. Like any piece of silver that we found, the slipper
that I just told you about, there were very beautiful,
hand-embroidered slippers, or stuff like that. WE took
everything because we knew'that our luggage was finished,
we would never see it again. Because that the other dews |
from the ghetto told us on the way.

That they told you.

Jda. So...

And did you take the frozén food +too?

We ate it. We thowed it up. He made fire.in the, in the
kitehen with wood.. .. ' :

ddTd

TR A S S e

(0)

SE)NI(I’IOH.".ELVI"I_JJAIQ JA aadNd

The first evening?

Sure, we were very hungry, we had nothing the whole day;
With wheat did you make the fire.

My father took a chair and broke it into pieces and we
had matches, you know, he was a smoker. So we made =
fire, a little bit pieces of paper. You know, there was
plenty to make fire with, that first night. We thowed
the food and we ate it. It was perfect, nobody got sick.
Yes,

Nobody got sick.

and did you stgert to clean?

No, no, because we were told that we would be there only

onsn THL 3

one night, the next day we would get a regular appartment.
And we were transfered the next day into eur appariment,
where we stayed for the rest of our...days in the ghetto.
The appartment was in...

on Berlinerstrasse dreizehn. Berliner—street thirteen;
The one where we stayed only for the night-. was on
Moskauer strasse thirty-one, which was not nart of the
ghetto.

And the flat of Berkinerstrasse was in the same condition
2Se.a |

No

«e.the last one?

No. It had already been cleaned, and there were already

Jews living in the house.. It was clean and th

- ere were g
few pwopke in there, who had come

with zn earlier transpor
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who were not too crazy to have so many people put into their
appartment, but it turned out that we were very crowded for

a few weeks, very crowded. This was an appartment: one bhig

room and one pretty big Ritchen. And in the kitchen there
were nine people, including us, and in the big room .there .
were thirteen people. So it was very very crowded.

Q: To sleep?

A: To sleep, ja. See, during the days the matrasses we be put
up against the wall, so there should be room, bubt during the
night, actually if you had to go to the toilet in the night,
you had to step over everybody éﬁd it was quite hardito do.

But 1little by 1little, you know, it emptied out.
Qs Yes.
A: Ja. It emptied out. The first one to go was...were two, no,

three women, who were sent to Duenamuende, that was another

Aktion, Po there were three less. Then downstairs there was
a room free, so one family moved downstairs. You kmow, little
by little people moved out.

¥: You mesn emptied out, this means....
A: Some people were killed, some people were sent away to anothe
appartment, and

|
!
|

NY: 9

Q: But tell me, there were many suicides at the beginning.

TOH 'S'1 FHL 40 SONIA'TOH JHL WOd4 q40N1a0oddxd

A: Not many, but a few. People who actually realiged the signifit3.§
cance and the severity of our condition, I believe, were the

VO

ones who committed suicide. There were...One of the interestigg,‘

the very interesting suicides, was a whole family, I believe S

they were from Leipzig or from Dresden, And you know, I foundE: -
out later that the father had been a mountain climber, so a
very sporty man. And he came with his wife and three children

Q: To Riga?

A: To Riga. With a transport from Lwipzig. And he took his child

ONd

n| -
and his wife and they all sat down in the courtyard of his :
house, where he had been asked to live. 4nd he took the 1lit+tl
} one. in the middle, between his wife and him, And so they sai

Now we'll sleep outside. Now he was a mountain climber, so he

knew what snow does, ¥hat you get tired, at first you're cold

SHATHOUY NAASMHN T¥TH
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. But then you're tired. And so in the morning they were found

sitting together,holding each other, frozen. It was a form
of suicide....These stories made the rounds,of course, but
when looking at our condition, then it is &z marvel that so
few committed suicide. This is rather interesting.

Q: Yes, but I think it's proved that the Western Jews, fram
Germany and so on, committed suicide....

A: In Germany, Yes. '

Q: Yes, in Germany, and even in the . east, when they arrived ther

"A: Yes, to an extent.

Q: ...much more than the Eastern Jews.
h i: The esstern Jews are more fatalistic, I believe, that's one
I thing. The second thing is;that the shock for someone in
Germeny or even in Austria o be suddenly relegated to a
p osition of such servitute, is much greater than thaj of
an eastern Buropean Jew, who is living with this kind of
anti—Semitism all his life. But I still think that e¥en

&
=
=
o
=
5
g
=]
==
Qo
-
=
2
)
n

under the circumstances in the German ghetto, there weren't
that many suicides. You see, you would expect them to occur

|
!
;
t
N

3 much more and they didn't.

é Q: And how many peopke were you in the German ghetto in Riga.
4t that particular point,mine was the last tranaport, and
there were, I would say, approximately of the...o0h well,
there may have been as many as 15,000 at the time .when I
came there. Secause 20,000 had been sent there, some were
in Jungfernhof, 4,000, Jungfernhof, you know, Jungfermuize,
which is another place. Salaspils had, so to speak, just
begun, a camp only for men. One transport, as I said, had

b
.

joined the people in the forrest in November, the transport
from Berlin. Oh, maybe 14, 14,000. But it got empty fast,
because we had then the Aktionen, March the 15, where the
older peovle....

Q: Do you remember...

A: Very well. :
Q: Can you describe i%?
A: Sure I could. The evening before I had to carry out....:

was working, I was working for the office as a rumner.

Which office?

<
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f A4: The Vienna group. And I had to carry out the notices to
% people who were supposed to go to this new Kommando outsi
of the ghetto, where they would work with canning of fish B

. inside, and they would therefore not be in the cold, and
,s would be very good. And it was a big lie,of course, but it
i , is interesting, that everybody believed it. And many peOpéa
j even asked whether they could be sent too. So they said,OK?
1 sure, whoever wants to go.

(0):K |

Q: No, please, explain precisely.
A: Precisely, In the morming, the fifteenth, it was a Sundayig

HHEL

: they had packed whatever they still had. But there were
; some people who had felt thet they should have gone too M

‘ BOBINR 254
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(plan de coup on Schneider sister and mother talking)
Question: ....the story of the zction.

Schneider: If you remember, it was...it was supposed to be a
different camp to which the people were going.

Qs It was what was told to them?

Schneider: Ja, sure. And not just to them, to everybody in th
ghetto. And in some ways some of the older people

SN HHL 40 SONIA'TO

were very glad that they would be in a camp where
everything would be inside, a fish-cannary, and
where they would be able %o work, and where they
. would be somehow or other be sure of food. Thisg
was the big thing, the psychological idea, to say
' any fish canary has food for its workers.
Q: It was a’ deceit?’ : S
Schneider: A deceit.)? Yes, of course. And you know, the man

who thought of deceiving Fhe pedple was Maywald,
Gerhard Maywald. He said that he did it out of the
goodness of his heart, he said at his trial, And
let me sa} something here, which might,..which
might sort of turn you off. In a way, it was

perhaps kind, not from his side, but Ffor the peopl
who went, because they went with hope. And there
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And those who had their slip were preparing to g0, you knqu, ..
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were some,..there were other pwople, also, who said
that they would like to go too. In other words, from

our house there were some people who had small children
and said: we would like %o join. This of course was the
tragedy about it, because there was no coming bafk.
and...

Q: But it was an action directed against the German Jéws?

Schneider:Yes, this was.a.As a mabtter of fact, each group had to
...had to send a certain number. The least people came
from the group Clolgne, Kassel and Hannover, but there
were quite a number of people from Berliin, because
Berlin....you remember, the trans<orts from Berlih had
lots of old people. And a number of Vienna, and of
course from Leipzig and Gruppe Prag.Kassel....

Qe Prag?

Schneider: Ja there were quite z number of them. So the whole day
it went quite...how shall I sayg it, very nicely. The

‘ SDNIG’IOHETﬁT[.m{)“HJ

trucks were coming back and forth...

Q: Smoothly?

Schneider:Very smoothly, very effeciently, =nd it was only towards ‘
the aftePnoon, that the SS sort of got nervous. But there =
is one thing - there were enough people, they did not go Fj
into the houses to look where those were who they had
called for and who didn't come, You see, everybody got
a 1little slip to come. It was not like & selection, it

=

was rather that the people were ordered to appear.
Q: It was a very orderly...

: Schneider: V:ry orderly way of doing things. Yes, and that was
{ another thing why people didn't get second thoughts.
Although there were some, I remember one woman, and 1
remsmber her name, I don't even know whether she
survived, I don't think so. She was a Viennese, her name
was Meisel, Bertha Meisel. And she had gotten a slip
because she had never gone to work, that she go to

TVIEOWAI ISOVOOTOH 'S

Duenamuende. She was already outside, and I remmmber in
the night she had sewn a wabch into her coat; And then,
in the last minute, she said *Ich geh nicht'. And she
was hiding, but nobody came looking for her. And pwople
said %o her, you know, you were mapbe stupid, you...here

P e
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you'll have to go and shovel snow, work in g factor
who knows what you'll have %o do, and there you Eg
would have been inside. But g few days later, when

the trucks came back with the overturned clothing, Qi

with the milk bottles, with the evidence that the
people had been killed, then everybody &aid, how

really felt horrible.
The trucks came back some days later with the cloth
Yes, to be sorted inside the ghetto. %o this day, tég

(an
e
did Meisel know how to hide. And you know, we i
=
EH

this day, it is hard o understang why the Germans ™4 -

did it that way, whether they just wanted to show
us you are just as bad as the eastern Jews, we kill [
you just as well. It was the greatest shock. The
ghetto was in such despair, that I cannot begin to
tell you. Because some peorle had s+till entertained
a hope that this was true with the camp...

It was the first action against the German....

It was the second action, but the first one, they
didn't bring the clothes back. They brought the
ckothing some place else. The first one nobody
knew.

And’what was the meaning of this for you, this dis-
covery that the Germans were killing the Germans, in
one way. {mother starts to say something)

Well, that was...What did you want to say?

Sie haben auch genommen die...die things for hathing
derwell haben sie sie...(unclear mumble)...dass man

‘
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genommen hat die Jjuedische Fraven, man hat gesagt
sie gehen zum baden...

Ach, das war...das ist spaeter, das ist Auschwitz,
Mama, das ist nach Riga., OK?ISo the thing-you can

imagine, th@& people who up to then had still hoped
that there was a difference.

Between the German Jews...
Yes.

«s.and the Latvians?
Yw.I.qumudswua.

aH
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tertainly the German Jews thought so. The Viennese

didn't think thet...that they were something special.
‘The German Jews did.

Yes. ‘
And,...And... .
They thought that this couldn't happen.

Ja. There was a2 woman there, that the Fuehrer wouldn't

do anything to her. She...

Yes...

s$ill thought like this.

...we met people like that. .
Ja. The Fuehrer. (three unclear words).

What did she say?

Phe Fuehrer wouldn't do anything to her because she
was German like...a good German, like...like the
other Germsns. And I ask her: Who is the Fuehrer?
So she t0ld me there is only one Fuehrer.

You did this?

Yes. I ask her. I think that maybe there is a -

Fuehrer in the camp I don't %now about. I wasn't

there very long, when she said thest.
She answered there is only one Fuehrer?

Well, she was taken away that day, one of the Aktioner

— there were so many.

And they were killed where? They had been killed
where?

{unclear name) forest. In...because the Rumbuli
forest by then was pretty...l mean, not over-
crowded, I wouldn't $ay this, but the Bikamik(?)
forest was used maihly for....

They had been shct inzide pits?

da.

Ja.

Ja. As a matter of fact I went there to look at the
graves, and...

How many people?

That particular day, I would say approximately...

sixteen, seventeen hundred.
Sixteen, seventeen hundregd.
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Schneider: This particular day.

Q: any kind of age? old pebple?

Schneider: You know, not just old. That was just the whole thing(:
The o0ld ones, and People with young children, in othed™

4T

e e

words, young People who had young children, the whéle(j

family was taken. So actuatly many of“them could havé;»t-q
worked a long time. It was Just the fact that they ha&:
small children that made them be useless. Because if A
you...In the eyes of the Germans, evidently, if you

had small children, they could have easily just taken -

the children and sent them away, but they didh't want :ﬂ-';

to alarm the ghetto, that's why it's so hard %o believ
that they did later send all the clothing into the
ghetto. Because stupid we were not. We may have been
naive in the beginning, but not stupid. After that we
knew that we could be killed just 1like anybody else.
And I think people became a little bit more wise, and
it helped later to survive, to not believe anyone any
more. But after g while, you know, the ghetto sort of
lulled you intoafalse kind of security.

Q: And what did your mother wanted to say?

Schneider: Msms was spesking about Auschwitz, you know. She said
that women were taken into the...into the bathes, and
they were told +that the¥ were showers. See, this is
something‘thaﬁ...

Q: She mixes it?

Schneide#: w«z2.we found out much much later. She mixes, you know.
But, do you remember anything about the Aktionen?

Die Duenamuende Aktion im Getto?

mother; mmm

Schneider: Was erinmerst du dich? Wo warst du? (last two sentences

not clear in the recording of the sound track)

mothers: Damals war ich nicht...
Schneider: In der Wolinung warst du.
mother: Ja.

Schneider: Wieso warst du in der Wohnung?
nothers: Ich glaube doch ihr...
Schneider: Nein. Wir waren nicht auf

gefordert anzutreten. They did
not tell us to come.,

Do you Temember, you were young

'S’ AHL A0 SONIATORE
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mother:

Schneider:

" hast im Getto?

mother:
Schneider:
mofher:
Schneider:
mothers:
Schneider:s
Qs
Schneider:
Qs

BOBINE 255
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mother:
Qs

sister:
Qs

sister:

Qs
sister:

Qs
sisters:
Qs

Schneiders:

] TN ——

at the time?

Yes. Ich- habe... (sister speaks at the background)
ich habe...da ist die eine gekommen, uvnd hat gesagt,
du, sie koennen mich...und dadurch hat Si€as.

Nein, Mama, das war in Kaiserwald. Das war spaeter,
das war schon viel spaeter. Weisst Du wo du gearbeitet

Yes.
Wo?
Ich weiss nicht.
Schneeschaufeln.

Schneeschaufeln. o 3
(two unclear words) und in Schirotawa.

What did she do? What did she do?

She shoveled snow. She shoveled....

She was removing the snow.

e

v

(mumbles something)

Don't worry, say what you just said that they wanted
to kill the hope.

Actually they did not succeed with this...

No,no, but you must say it.

In my opinion they brought back the clothes to kill th

hope.

Among the Germans.

Yes. The morale shouldn't be high, should be low. So,
they just wanted to hit below the beldti And in a way
they did. But I also think that it made us more de-—
termined than ever to fight back, to llve, - just by
living we fought back.

Yes...jusf'by living.

just by living..

And can you say something about the abortions, the
interdiction of sexual intercourse?

Mams, du erinnerst dich man hat keinen Sex machen

duerfen im getto? Du erinnerst dich an das? Ja? Wieso
war das?
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"Viele vielleicht nicht.

-Ah, that's how they...

Bob. 255 - 31

Man hat nicht lassen...man hat nicht duerfen gehen,..
man hat das nicht duerfen.....(unclear)

(unclear) die Leute haben sich dran gehalten?

Viele ja

Ja?

Ja?

Ja.

Und wie haben das die Deutschen sehen koennen, dasss
man nicht sex macht?

Die Deutschen....

haben sie...3ind sie in die Wohnungen gekommen?

Sie sind gekommen.... ]

In der Nacht?

Vielleicht auch, das weiss ich nicht. Das kann ich.nic
sagen.

No, no, absolutely not.

But anyone that came to the camp who was pregnant,..-

I worked at the hospital...
Anyway, wenn ich...

You know,something like this, and never, never in my 14Tk
eeo.othe first time in my life I saw something like thiéi

Well, I hope the last time for everybody. m
Well, you never know what. But this time.... @)
I dont think it can happen again. oy

.ssthis time, this time, the people would be a little é;&
more. ..
because they know what could happen. We didn't know.

ISV

I had a husband, such a nice guy, such a nice guy. from
nothing, from nothing. Newer...I never saw him again.
But he died in Riga?

no, no, Buchenwald.

He died in Buchenwald.

the last days of the war.
Yes. But hed...

At the very end.

But he was in Riga with you?
yes.

SHATHOHY WNASAN TVIIOIWAIA
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=
Schneider: Sure.... ~ .
sister:  until 44. On the 8th... g
Schneider: 6th. =) %
| sister: of eight we came to Stutthof, g% f
{ Schneider: Yes. g |
; (O Yes, but you said, you started to talk about...you ey
said that you were working in the’ hospital.. '~
sister: I worked at the'hospital I was just an prdinsht , ’é%
j but I saw things that....If anyone came 1nto the campg | .
, bregnant, I don't know, for some reason they didn't I I
; take the woman away, and send her away and kill her.bq_
They gave her an abortion even if she was her eigth g
! month, f‘;
; Q: She had to make an...an abortion? E
g sister: She wasn't agdked. Nobody asked her. é%f
Qs #ho did this? v
sister: Dr. Josef, a Latvian Jew. He had stric% orders -to a B
make sure that they never would be able to become -
f pregnant again. He didndt follow those orders all th%i

time, when he could avoid it, but many times he had cj,
f no choice.

Qs But he had to do it? And what did he say to the...to i
the woman?

sister: Nothing was said to her.

Qe But she was put in a bed, what happened?

sister: She was just taken in and she knew she had no choice.

She cried, she screamed, but...no choice. I remember
| one. She was German. She said'why don't you kill me~”

é with my baby9' But they didn® t, they just took the...
| What happened to her later I don't know, many of them
5 died anyway. Many of them were killed later, but in

| the meanwhile they gave them an abortion, and thst
was torture in itself. Imagine a woman six,seven

months...an abortion? The baby was alive. So they

| killed it. They drowned it, in the toilet.

Qs “ng the story of interdiction of sexual intercourse?
How was it...bring to the people?
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I don't know, I tell yOUse... g
There were posters?

P g

Posters... = :
There were posters all...
posters and also the,..the guy in charge‘of the hondH,
the house...the so-called Hauskommandant, HausvertrTq

ao

o
E

auensmann. He went from appartment to arpartment ande
read it to every...to every... ;
What did he read exactly? Q
He read that from now on it is strictly forbidden~'E=
to have sexual intercotirse. Simple. It...I hean it ™

you seperate - men and women. But we lived together,gai

it was impossible to enforce.

It's compiretely...

And so it is idiotic. However, that's what they did
and everybody in the ghetto, you know, made jokes
about it, beczuse they realized how silly it was.
What kind of jokes?

Ah...jokes, jokes that in the middle of the night
Krause widl come and will seewhether someone is

‘ST AHL 40 SONIQ

sleeping with someone else.

How could they control?

Of course they couldn't.

They couldn't. they couldn't.

That®s whyr I...I was teasing my mother.

Please.

They didn't try, because I don't remember any incide
that they did come during the night to the house for
that purpose. I don't remember that.

Of course not. It was...

..another thing...

A totally, a totally....wasted kind of order, but
interesting in itself for it should have shown us
how ....how...subhuman we were. I mean you can tell
animals not to copulate, by simply keeping them apar

by making them less #han men and women. to make themE=
into anything sub-human. But we didn't understand
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that either, we made jokes of it. And the young
reople mz=de the biggest jokes.

Qs Yes.,

Schneider: Of course, because to the young people this would
be something very imvortant. But even, 1 guess,the

older people made Jjokes, They were...They were
having... ’

sister: They weren't that old.
Schneider: They were not that old then, but to us they were...
sister: 0f course....

Schneider: I,..I remember.,..

mvmm&a& v

sister: A thirty(Z) year old woman was old to me.,

Schneider: The man who was in charge ofl our house, Berliner- lg
strasse dreizehn, was Deutsch and... -

Q: Deussch? ’E '

Schaeider: Deutsch, ja, this was his name. fé%

sister: His son is alive. m

Schneider: His son is alive in Vienna.

Q: He was a Jew?

Schneider: Ja, sure. But his neme was Deutdch. And when he
came in give this...to bring this command, I
remember my father and I remember other people
laughing with him, you know, Also Herr Deutsth,
Sie werden kontrollieren ob men es macht oder nicht '

STATHOHY WNESOI TYIIOWAW ISNVOOTOH ‘S GHL i

macht, you know - you are going to control whetherf
you do it or you don't do it. And it was o0 us ‘
of course, we...it didn't mean that mpch. We
were eleven and thirteen respectiveiy, and that
was the furthess thing from our minds - I hope.
But other, other than that, I can only say that
it was a... an order designed to subdue any idea
that one is still human.

sisters Unless fhey wanted people to disobey the order. E

Js Why, why do you say this?

sister: I éont kmow, because I think any kind that they
gave...any kind of order...

Q: Yes, I...

sister:

sese.PeOple did just to spite them. That's my

Opinion. T mean, if I had been old enough 1
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would. Because if they would have +told me'you can't!
I think I would have done it, just to spite them.
I was too young, I was eleven, I didn't even think
of it. But I think so that....

Schneider: When...When...I persofially believe that it was
simply an order that came out of the RSHA and it

. was therefore....

| Qs But it was at the time they were thinking about
the mass sterilization too,,..

Schneiders: That, thate....

(N «..and they were trying any kind of...

Schneider: They were trying all kinds of ways to make us stop
ha¥ing children. Now, if this would have béeﬁ the
only way than the abortions would have been enough,

right? But just to say you are not supposed to have
any sexual intercourse, that,...this...lt is kind
of silly in a way, and I mean this is what the...
I beliede that it did raise the morale in that we
oould laugh at the Germans.

sister: Ja, but I don't see that anybody would try, under
circumnstances like that, to have a child. I mean... |

Schneider: (speaks on the background) ‘

sister: +s.you would have to be a moron, you would really
have to be a moron under sircumstances like this
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to bring a child to....

Q: This means there were no children who were born
inside the, the Riga ghetto.

Schneiders: Oh, ja, there were children, of course. There was
one Latvaln woman who Bad a child and she was sble
to hide it for the longest time. They called it |
Moses Ben Ghetto.. L

Q: Moses Ben Ghetto?

Schneiders: lijoses Ben Ghetto, yes. And...

sister: But that was a very, VEery,very...

Schneiders: And he was...

sister: unusual. ..

Schneider: +...and eventually he was found and killed. Cried,

you know, and one of the SS-men must have walked

by, because the Latbian Jewish women lived all in

STATHOYV WNASAIW TVINOWAW ISNVIOTOH 'S'0 HHL 4
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one particular house on the corner of Lutzasgiella.
But the Germen women and Viennese women did not have g
a chance, I mean there were some who waited aquite
long, but then they were caught anyhow. As a matter
of fact I must say something here, because it was
feared that they would be sterilized, there was a
second, very little known place for doing the so~:
called abortions (We called it Appendicitis with
hands and feet).

Q: Appendicite with?
Schneider: Appendicités with handsénd feet. H
sister: Blinddarm mit...

Schneide#: Haenden und Fuessen. Do you remember that? ind in
Gruppe Kassel they had one room, which they made
into a 1ittle hoppital so the Kommndant could never
get there. And the wife of Aufrecht, the chief

surgeon, she was there, and whenever a woman needed

SONIGTOH FHL WO¥A QIONAOUITT

ani abortion it:was done there, the woman was

alkowed to rest for a few hours and she was out of

. the Kommando for = day or iwo, you know, for cold,
or for whatever. And then she went back to work, but
so that there should be no record of it. Because we
were also...kind of trying not to have it come to
sterilizations. The few doctors in the ghwetto were
always warning that once we would free we would
not want to be sterilized. They also had a kind of

Q: Go on, go on.

Schneider: Well, they had = seminar for VD. The young people
had to come t0 a2 seminar to be careful not to get
VD - venereal desease - becamse again, for the
simple reason that. for the futuve,sterilization,

you know, all these kind of things.The people who

were smart, the educated, they were planning on
survival. And therefore the young.peOple were the
mmost important to survive and to have children
afterwarés. There.....
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BOBINE 256 and 256 A (two cameras) g
NY 94 and 94 A S
‘ (VH But tell me about the songs, you used to sinég
them in the ghetto in which circumstances? O
Schreider: At first...you know, when young people come g%
together and there is no television and no g
movies and very few bookd and everything;.. e

you sing. You dance sometimes, in the beginni
it was Horrah, later it became modern dancing
tangoes and waltzes and what have you. But thg;e
are always talented kids around, and'they mekil &

WO

songs, they make up songs, and one of the soniz,
which I consider really, very, Wery much the ()
: ghetto-song was based on Die Moorsoldated. AnE;

: there was one... EE g
Q: Die Hoorsoldaten was a Communist song? [ i
Schneider: Yes, a Communist song, that's right. And one gg

the young boys, at the time he was seventeen,aj Eﬁ
he was THE Casanova of the ghetto. Y:s, he wa e

very good-looking, no? He had grey eyes and
black gurls and he had a mandolina and he couls

HH

play, you know, all the young girls....I thin@n
he went with three at the same time. This kindH

of st.ff. One is going with him. I mean,nothi

really. It was all very platonic but very bea®
tiful. And he made up this song based on the
lfoorsoldaten, where the ending instead of 'Wif™ :
sind die licorsoldaten, und ziehen mit dem Spaé@n?
ins Moor'....
Q: Koennen 3ie, Could you sing it?
| Schneider: Yes., Instead of saying...
Qs : Aﬁer from the beginning.

Schmneider: From the beginnjng, Well, it is a lonsg song,
is:
Wohin auch das 4uge blieket
Nichts als Eis und Schnee ripngsum,
Vogelsang uns nicht erquicket,

Eichen stehen kshil und stumm.
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Denn uns hat man verbannt
In ein fernes Land,

als Juden

Auf und nieder zieh'n die Posten,
Keiner, Keiner kann hindurch
Flucht kann nur das Leben kosten
Drgifach ist umzaeumt die Burg

Denn und hat man verbannt
In ein fernes Land
als Juden. 5
You want to go on with the song? I mean..
I would like....
HMama should...fannst Du Dich errinnern?
I don't think she will.,
(unclear)
She won't remember the words.
Ich kann mich errinern.
Yes, she can, and you too, please.
Hawund, loueavt, e ol sicunf
Zu dﬁf Eltern,Weib und Kind
Manchaﬁgf muss bf ow(ﬂa« cﬁn’k%
Weil wir hier gefangen sind
Denn uns hat man verbannt
In ein fernes Land

als Juden

Doch fuer uns gibt es keine Klagen
Ewig kann nicht Winter sein

Einmal werden froh wir sagen
Heimat du bist wieder mein

Dann sind wir nicht verbamnt
in dem fernen Land
als Juden.

Now, you see, this is...when he came up with thi
song, Fredl Schatten was his name,...
yes.

Yes. Was he...was he nice? Even my mother was
in love with him, I think. He came...

He was a nice boy.

H AH.LINQ¥A CAONAONJTY
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Sthneider

Schneider:

mother:
Schneider:

sister:
Schneider:

Sister:
Schneider:
(all speak
Q2
Schneiders:
mother:
Schneider:
mother:

Schneider:
Q:
Schneider:
flother:

Schneider:
e

e

sister:
motiiers

siger:

mothers:

the things that were done. And of course there w e

- Nein, ¢k moecht sie nicht killen, aber so moec

Bob. 256 - 39

S0, he was later killed in Stuetzpunkt, where...

You know, Stuetzpunkt was the place where they@ :
exhumed the bodies and burned them. And...And :
that is where he was killed eventually. ;

aoiad

Seine Mutter....
His mother...his mother was killed too, ja. Buf=
he has a sister somewhere in Israel, I dont know
her name. Too bad, I would have told her.
I was told she is azlive.

I hope so, at least somebody. Any how, these we@d

qd a

other artistic contrlbutlons, we had. shows, an%:
people....

H dH

We had an asctress from Vilna. {
Oh, that @as later, that was later in Kalserwalga
togethe®)

But, there weré other songs?

Oh, sure...

ee.hat men gesungen...

Do you remember the song 'Asoi muss sein'?

(sings) Asoi muss sein, asoi muss sein,
e wmssens Rmelde sida Qerss

QH@D\kA&ﬂh Ao w | Cuh LL*»?; Se e

Yeh, sure.

Ja, I remember, go ahead.

It is a Yiddish song, no?

Yes. Ah, this was a song from the Latvian Jews.
I'm telling you and I'm telling you. It was som

JSIEV:)O’IOH ‘'S'N AHL A0 SONIA

thing....I don't know....that people can live w t
they did. It's not nice. Not mice. If I had som
thing to say, I know what I would...

What would you say?

Yes.

eesalll the Nagis to kill®?

(uncilear)
You can't do that.

ot

Nicht ein...nicht klllen. Killen das tut man ni
Das tut...lienschen tun das nicht.

Please, try to sing it again - Aso muss sein.

STATHOUV IWEISNIN ﬁvmowam
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Sister:

Asoi muss sein...

Schneider: Mama, kannst Du singen -

Schneiders:

(sings):

"ﬂ
.
Die Werter die welche ich schreib zu dim L
TN SRV o WL( (7% JVVH B STV
Tt
Jgg“enn die beste, geendigt ist
o
o
e
<
&
A

und shoin verfallen nicht Zu wergeh

Schwer ist zu verichten wos ist zerstert
Und schwer ist zu verbinden unsere Llebe

Ascho die Treren deine, i Sl dé'%‘ ““ﬁf

buoyue.
Weil Asoi muss sein ¢

Asoi muss sein, asoi muss sein

mir mussen beide sich zerscheiden

Asol muss seink asoi muss sein

Sie Liebe endigt sich von belden

Zu gedenkst du wemn ich hoW. dich gelassen i

Mein 7 hat gesugt ich muss von dir awek -]

Weil in den “Y¢4 @ {{ ich schon keinmal Hicht EE
o

steren
Well a0i muss sgein.

w

As you can see, my mother doesn't remember the =nbfwu

words, buf she remembers the songs all right.
This was from the Latvian Jews and was very, very
poignant, It meant a lot to all of us. There were

tots of songs, but these two, mean more than
others.

¢

Qo
-
Q
@)
>
es!
wn
=

You told me that there was another song about a EE
love affair between a Latvian and a Jewess, who E:
ended...which ended with an abortion in g hospltaﬁ=
Ah, yes. That's a...tha t was...Du _erinnerst
dich an das Lied wo das,

(singsj:

Ein HMasedschne ging spazieren am Zzum
Und war so ganz allein

Doch nach einer halben Stunde
waren sie zu Zweit

=
c
=
=
:
s
3




|
i
i
|

Schneider Bob. 256 - 41

Schneider:

Willie:
Qs
Schneider:

Q:
Schneider:
Qe
Schneider:

mother:
Schneider:
mother:

Ja, Ja, ja, ach so ist traurig aber wahr
Nein, nein, nein, ach nein, von einem mal

kamm es nicht sein

Warum dommst du heut so spaet
Schatz, du weisst dass es frueher nicht geht
Ich hety dir was mitgebracht
Darum bleib ich heute nacht
bei dir.

Er hat sie dann gekuesst...

“r

Is it still on?
(sings) wie das so ueblich ist
It}s still on?
Yes, j'ai encore en.
Alors, alors, go on.
{sings)
Er hat sie dann gekuesst,
Wiie das so ueblich ist
Der

Sie wehrte sich nicht sehr

Ein Maedschne liegt im Spitale

Das Eine nie mehr vergisst

Doch hat laengst sie vergessen

wie das im Gett oftmals so ist.
Is this the song you mean?
It's begutiful.
Oh, well.
'Ein Maedschen liegt im Spiitale!
Yeh, ¥in maedschen liegt im Seitale. A young
girl is in the hospital. And...and you know,
of course he already forgot her - which is not
always true, you know - but we just felt that
young gifls should have some kind of a fright
about it. &nd then there were ether SONZS e
Wie hat er geheissen?
Wer denn?

Wie hat er geheissen, der gestanden ist und lat
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gesagy, von die Kinder....und ich bin auch damals

gestanden...wenn man hat weggenommen die kleinen
Kinder mit....

? sister: Lange?

Schneider: Nein, nein , nein, das muss in Kaiserwal@d gewes

GIdTA

I

.sein. Das war der Sauer. Das war nicht im Gettol™ |

mother: War der Lange, nicht der...
3 Sister: Das war als wir angekommen sind, da hat er Alle
; weggenommen.

| mother: Der war dort, bei der...Das war ein Hund.
| Schneider: Sie waren alle Hunde.

mother: Nein, so was gibis nicht. .
sister: Ja, der Himmlich war nicht so. - - I £
mother: Wer? Wer sagt sie%

i Schneider: Himmlich,sagt sie,war nicht so schlimm. This
f depends...

g mother: Bs haben vielleicht, mkelleicht, es haben viel—pym |
; lleichh a Pazar gehabt, die nicht wollten so
1

etwas tun.

e
i3
B:1

"SI HHL 4O SONIA'IOH HHL WOJ4 a3on

sisters Man hat sich nicht gewehrt.
] mother: aber sie haet muessen, nein, aber sie haet....
5 sister: Man hat sich nicht gewehrt.

mothers: Bs ist nicht zu verstehen.

Q: Es gab andere?

Schneider: Pardon me?

Qs Es gab andere Getto songs.

Schneider: Sure, there was a very beautiful and very inker
esting song about the gact that counterband foo
was smuggled into the Ghetto and they are all
baded on 0ld melodies, o0ld Germsn songs. But

! this one was. (sings):

In Schirotawa ...
which was the station, remember, Schirotawa?
«eoFrau Hirsch hat einen Btand,
Sie hat zum verkunckehn - to barter
Gar viel bei der Hand

Ein Haemdschen, zwei Schluepfer

Und auch ein Korsett

Das find ich so reizend,
Das find ich so nett.
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Fahr mit nach Schirotawa
Wein lieber Herr Krause
Dort giby es Achileh

noch mehr wie zuy Hause

Der Herr Krause wird staunen
Ber Herr Krause wird platt
Was man an Schirotaws

Hoch an Fettigkeit nat.

You know, because this is where...

Q: Krduse was the...?
Schneiders: .
sister: ‘} Krause was the Kommandant.

BOBINR 257 and 2574
NY 95 and 954

Q: Can you sing it again.,
Schneider: The one from Schirotawa?
Qs Yes,
Schneider: (sings):
In “chirotawa 1.
Frau . “irsch einen Stand
Sie hat zum verkunckeln
Gar ¥iel bei der Hana
Bin Haemdschen, zwei Schluepfer
Und auch ein Korsett.
Das find ich so reizend
Das find ich so nett.
Fahr wit nach Schirotaws
Mein lieber Herr Krause,
Dort gibt es Achileh
noch mehr wie zuhause.
.Der Herr Krause wird staunen,
DerrHerr,Krause wird rlatt,
Was man an Schirotawa,
Hoch an Fettigikeit hat,
Do you 1like thet, ah?

Yes. Do you have another one?
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Schneider: Do we have another one? Ah....

sister: {(unclear)

Schrneider: What, what else, remind me of something, 0.K.?
g sister: Wle learned some by the Vilna people.;;
........... Schneider: No, thet was later, that was later....
f Qe Oh, yes, the Vilna songs.
5 sister: They came, they brought beaufiful songs;..
Schneider: The most gergeous songs.
Qe Yes, yes, I know thet.

(211 speak together)
fchneider: The one, the one....is a matter of fact, I Ehink
it is even avallable on record, from...in Israel

They have a song:

i (sings):

I der liensch ist jung
ist gross dein Bchwung

e | APt Des A e o0

. :I*‘\
(P13
I JhannLk%st-vergesst

Dein Heim,dein Nest

'SDNKYKHlIHIﬁﬂﬁhfﬁﬁSﬂQQHJHH

Die Zeit kommt nicht zurick

Das Glick hat sich
Von dir Schon obgetan
Und Pfee Mg ﬁ;aai N

Wie asoi es ist geshen

Wie lang bist Du -~ .. _
aleine &ind gewen

Ich will noch einmal &
sehn mein Heim

Zu ist dort alles

wié gewen

Oder der Park

- oder der Baum

STATHOYV WNASAW TVINOWANW LSOVOOTOH 'S’ HHL §

oder der Dach

wo halt sich keum
Mein Cne Moo
Vier YRedeTigehl

und a Bank

Oh, dort verbracht
doch ich nicht lang
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Hein Jugendglick
liein Jugendtraum
Ich will aheim

Das wigt asoi
mein mamé mir im Scheuss

0 wensll &L@sﬂiﬂ‘
P AINT A

A .
(SR N bt viang %4h\*ww H

Lo aal.

Ich will aheim.
Well, this was one of the songs...

*H Excuse me, when did the people of Vilna...

Schneider: They came...They came to Kaiserwald September 25
1943,

Qs coup, coup, cOoup...

PoBioE 35¢ & askA

NY fchneider 96 and 964

Q: Yes, when did they bring these songs?

Schneider: "hen the Vilna transport came to Kalserwald to
Riga, on September 25, 1943, and it was g young
transport, most of the people were very young,
and among them were soge extremehy talented giris,
and they sang those songs, They sang others as
well, and they awoke a lot of heartbresk in Uus.,.
Because Kaiserwald was totally different from the

ghetto, and it was so harsh and s6 bad that their

songs made us long not only for our original homes
but even to some extent fro. the ghetto as well,
Becuase we were there still with our families add
now there were women seperated men seperate, and

it was clear to us that we had very little hope,

B e S
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Schneider

sister:
Schneider:

mothers:

sisters:

Qs
Schneider:

Sister:
Schneider:

Bob 25% - 46 |

by then. But that was already at the end of
43, And the songs were of great beauty, artiggi
value. They had s song like...about girl w:Lstg3
fully thinking about a little Xkidg, walking thau
streets free, while she would have to be benhi
bars. And, it...it the way we all felt, becaued
were still Brought to the streets, to our plaégs
of work, usually on vans, and we could see théy
city. living and people going dressed, and we
were by that time in rags, and we looked
horrivle, and later we had striped clothing,
as a matter of fact. And here,life went on.
Our people died and we were so unhappy and so H,
Fhried nobody cared..;
Ja, it was +that that made the songs eSpe01allf:
poignant.

Die ganze Welt hat geschaut, and nobody 4id
something for the people, I think it's the
biggest shame, the biggest shame.
Well, nobody cared, and we knew that nobody
cared. They used to watch us (unclear),stare
at us. (unclear)
Could you, could you sing it, this song.
This song, that song of...this particular one?
Ah, how does it...how does it g0o%

HL NOYd4

"TOH

It's just the beginning I don't know.
(hums) 4h, (sings):

Wos heisst a Inschrifit aufem Brettl

e R

' So darf es also sein

S0 muss es asoi sein

“ ke viven b gad bl

Ll fw*O(a« roeib, o Al ool
T N VRPN )

Asoi 801l sein die Welt

SHATHOYV NNASNN TVIRIOWHIIN lSﬂVDO’IOI;I ‘SN HHL 40 SONIA
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Schneiders:

Sister:
Schneidcr:
sister:

Q:
Schneiders:

sister:

Schneider:

iothers
Schneider:

mother:

sister:

mother:

Schneiders:
sister:

mother:

sister:
Schneider:
Qs

Schneiders

Q:

mother,

sistg, i

Bob. 259 - 4T

This is a very painful kind of thing.
They sang Russian, They sang Polish...
Oh, yew, Russian songs, Polish #m songs.,
Everything, every language there was, they sang.
Do you know Russian songs?.
Yeh, sure. They had...one song they had, that
was about a soldier saying goodbye, and it was
for us not the soldier, but anybody saying
goodbye, because we were constantly saying good—
Bye to one another. - o1
No, its also bacause he says he does not think...
He doesn't think that they'll ever get together
again, and...so this is what was sung also..
(sings Russian song)

“ir haben gesungen.

That's right. They were killing us and we weee
singing, isn't that...isn't this a scream?

I must tell you somethings; somethmes was three
or four they wouldn't do it, but they had to do
it, you know. Yes...no, nicht alle haetten das
gemacht.

I remember one guy...

Yes, sure.......aber es waren viele und sie haben
muessen machen. einer...einen hat man sogar
erschossen weil er hat nicht gemacht, den hat
man erschossen, &hr wisst es ja....

Sie meint den Xube.

Sie meint Ausbkhwitz (?)

Ich kamm dir sagen, du kannst mir glauben, nciht
alle haben das gemacht.

But what was he?

Er war der Kommsndant ¥om Gett in Minskd

What does she say about Kube?

Ja, she, she knows that he...that he was killed
because he wanted +o help Jews, because....
German Jews..

woy m“b’s G,zxu&m Vg,wn
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Schneiders: WEll, Jews.
sister: In Minsk? I was in Riga. I never found anybody i

Riga that helped us.

Qsz fhe story of Kube is very...

"""""" (mother speaks in the background)
«esD0 you know Polish songs?

Schneiders: Ah, Polish songs? we should, we should know ~

' Polish songs, shouldn't we?

mother: Yeh.

Schneider: It's a shame if we wouldn't. Ah, well, the Viln
girls had nothing....There was one particular
seng which I heard‘in Stutthof, where Ildon't

know the words, but it starts -(Sings)
Male biale Some....

you know it?
sister: I have the record.

Schneider: Why, when did youw hear it%

SONIA'TOH FH1L WO¥d aIDNA0ddTH

Q: Go on.

Schneider: I don't lmow this song, but it is so beau‘tiful..a%i‘mé
sister: I heve that record at home.

L

Schneidér: You know, you lmow why, why it caught me?% Becrusiem
in 8tutthof when youw walked in, there were 1littl .
white houses with flowers and green woods and thig!

there were the girls from Lodg. They were from ::;_

Lodz. 4nd all of a sudden, in the evening when !
; it was quiety they would sing. And,you know,
i 1little white houses.
' (sings) Male biale Qome
(hums +two more lines)
And it was also...it helped, it just helped. You
know, don't forget my age at the time, a teen-

ager, you hear a éong and you cry. And this was
one of them. And they had...they =zhd also...Oh
Jes, they had one song that was just beautiful
about the first lofe. And evergbody at that tim
had his first love, no matter who it was. And

they had: T {stards. o sing another song)

Qs Attends, no,no, you kxnow why, I am so

SHATHOUY WNASNIW TYIMIOWIW ISNVIO0'1
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BOBINE 259 & 2594/
RY. Schneider 97 & A%A

Schneider: When we...When we came %o stutthof, you know,
we found people there from Lodz and they...as
far as they were concerned, their particular
song was Male bizle Dome. &nd it had such a ...

a beautiful melody and it suited so well to our
surroundings, the white houses that had so much
trouble insidey but outside looked so peaceful
with the flowers, so that...unfortunately I dont
know the words, you know, I should really, but
I don't. And it starts: i

Male biale dome l

(sings the rest without words)
You like that, don't youw, ah?
Qs Oh, yes.
Schneider: Beauﬁiful, I cannot begin to tell you,they used

SONIQ'TOH THL WOUH GIDNGOUdTA

; to sing it in two voices, one deep,one low, you
know. Do you remember the polish girsl, and there |

something...they were fthinking of their little i
white houses in Poland, but to us it was Stutthof
And it was horrible, it was...very, very, very
upsetting. But I zm already in Stutthéf, when
I shouwld still tell you about Kaiserwald. The

Vilnaer people brought the Partisanensong, you

it
SR | [+

STATHOAV WAISAW TVId OWAN ISNVOOTOH 'S AHL

know, which became actually a hymn of all the
ghettoes and which is now considered like a hymn
of survivors. And....

Q: The Jewish partisans, you mean.

Schneider: Yes, because it was a....this Partisanenlied,
but it was for the Jews, it was only for the ;
“ews, because, as you lmow, we were really not -
welcome among the other partisans, those of us
who went away. &nd I remember...and I wonder

whether you will remember, but the last time we
; were together in 1944 was on Papa's birthday,
on July 18th. And we made him a party and we =~ |
sang  °Syg.nicht Kamerad du gehst den letzten '
weg' and at the time ﬁ;;ﬁgke realiy ewes felt
that since the Russians were coming towards
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Riga, thet they would see freedom, but it was not

to be., And so for us, this song was especially - gg
««.painful because my father sang it to that day, =g

and he was...he was a young man, and...he didn't 8
really dessrve to...he didndt deserve to die like
that, as none of the others did, either. But the ;%
words are: =
(sings): Sog nicht Kamerad du gehst den 1etzten:
Weg, A
Wenn himmel bleierne verstellen bleue éé
N Teg, |
kummen muss noch unsere 01sged9nkte shd

% Es wird erteugten unser trot wir SElnng ‘
| doégg
=

Von geinem palmenland bis weissem land E

wit schnee, Cz)

Mir seinen do mit under “.pein mit unse ﬁh’

weh Sa§§§§

: Und wo gefallen ist a spritz von unser -

‘ Blut, E

sprotzen wettert unsre gwureh unser mutc;
o F

Das lied geschrieben ist mit blut und Mf -
‘ nicht mit blei
Es ist kein liedel von der freundin in

der frei
BEs hat erfolg zwichen feurdike wend

ety

Das lied gesungen mitb in de hend.

Unmer morgen wird sein
Und unser ngechten wird verschwinden
mit dem feind

e SR Y s v

; Wie ein parol séll gehn das lied von d

W TYRIOWAN LSNVD0T0

zu da,

Sog nicht Kamerad du gehst den letzten
Vieg,

Wenr: himmel bleirrne versteeln bleue te

SHAIHOWY INQAS
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Schneider:
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sister:
Schneider:
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Wezmen muss noch unser oisgedankte schah,
Es wird ertreugten unser trot wir Seinen do.
And so we sang, and so we suffered...
«esand so we died.
And so we died. And so we survived and we carry
with us.
How does one experience this, when one is a
child or an adolescent, to0...to feel that your
own parents are completely powerless.,
Very, very excellent question. You are...you are
enraged, you don't care about your own dignity,
because you are still a kid, but if they hlt

your father or your mother, wor sl t_wu.ﬂ.you...w

you wanna do something, because, because they
not only hit a human being, they hit these who
are in charge of you. It's g very veryg eecering
experience, you really never completely loose
it. I remember...(sister injects two words)...
Ja, in Kaiserwald, you know, they used to have
the so-called 'sour nights' for Jews. And it was
Just the night...the day we arrived from the
ghetto, they had = sour night: planned for Block
Two, where my father was an inmate,..

What is a sour night?

A sour night - saure Nacht ~ this is eine sauere |

Nacht, eine...

bittere sauere Nacht.

eine bitter...sauere Nacht. And so what Weeoao
%he...the people in charge were Berufsverbrechér,:
you know, criminals who had besn there with the
green angle, and they were standing on the tables
and the Jews had to run around, and they

in them.

They had to jump...

. «ohitting -them, and they had to jump in and 5 B
out. They were being plagued like...like animals,
you know, I don't think you do this to animals
because you would loose a canital investment.

Anyhow, we did not recognize my father the next
morning. We really didn't. His head was swollen

4231 v TR A s
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R T Rt

to twice his size and his glasses, which he still
% had from Vienna, were broken. Of course you Know it jems
f you forgot. And his...they had given him different E
clothing. It was awful. And there was nothing you
S e  ,-_-. » can do. You...you, your very beloved parent who is.,
' sister: you just hate them.
Schneider: you could just....
(#H But was there....among the children reactions of
...hatred, or despise against the parents?
sister: No. no..

|
I
!

Schnieder: No,no, oh no.

Qe It never happened? :

Schneider: At...not at all, because we understood that the
powerlessnesSSee..

sister: one loved them even more.

Schneider: ...was...yes, I think we did love him even more.

eeae

sister: if it was possible.
Schneider: Yeh, we...we did not feel a hatred :‘or perhaps...

I think we were just smart beyond our years. You
know, I...I can't, I can't look at it at any other
way, because this happened many many times and I
have not encountered yet a child....I mean, our
friends are our age, right? and none of them.ia.
sister: I hated them
Schneider: ....hated their parents at the time.

sister: no.

Schneider: Do you know, Hanka...Hanka's father was...was
beaten almost to death and she...afterwards she
would,..she went to him and she loved him and she
saild 'I'll muke it good...you'll never be beaten
again', things like that. But we did not hate our
parents.

sister: We hated the Germans some more.

Schneider: Ja, that is really the judge, the position.
sister: And how did we hate...

&

: I asked this question because as far as T remember,
there was a woman of the...o0f Kovno...

Schneider: Yes?

oL et
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&

«esthat we metin Israel... .what was her name?...
Anushka Frieman, yes.

FEINENAR ey e T

Schneider: And what did she say? E
Qs She had this type of reaction. ~
7777 sister: She hated the mother or father? Ea
Schnekder: She hated her varents for being...for...for beiﬁ%
beaten? ’ ‘ =
Q: Or maybe...it was her husband. what? <
Irene: It was the husband. ;
sister: She hated her husband because he didn't help herQ
How could he help her? g
j Qs Biren? Yes, she was in Lodz. She said that.... Eg.;;
; Schneider: And she said something like this, very interestifmg.}

because not among our own people, not...I mean b
our own freinds.

sister: No, I don't remember anybody hating their parentg
or for that matder a wife hating the husband that®
1 he couldn't help her. No. I don't remember. Thergsn

1O

must have been...She must have had some other % ;m
Teason, mayve something hapypened there, that she -
didn't say, because I never heard anybody say g=~
that. Why- would you hate them? They beat him, qu

: WH No, but that is just the guestion. S

i Schneider: da, it is a good question, But it...it...it is nﬁﬁiu;
the case in our particular situation. Don't forge®y
we were sirt of.... S

j sister: I could have hit the Germexn that hit thenm. A

Qe But as a matter of fact, iie warents were c.i:r..‘llrﬁre%
*00.

Scitneider: Eh...ja, but....but still in our eyes they were
still the parents.

; sister: Yes and....
| Schneider: We had to.... -
| _ sister: We got to know that... ;ﬂ}
i Schneider: We followed orders. P
| sister: ;;oithgy'could not do anything

Schneider: We followed orders.

sister: Ves, we still listened....

Schneider: For instance, we had = curfew in the ghetto -

we
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that we had to be in by a certain hour...T mean, not
the curfew that the Germans gave, but the curfew the:
my father gave. You must be in, and that was it. <
we weren®t, we got it. So there was no...no lack=bf

1‘ respect in any way. They knew that they were po -
i less perhaps to do anything with us, but there m&
no disrespect or anythiﬁé?tﬁya matter of fact, %
everybody imew that if he could....But I did knd®
that if my father could do something to help me ey
he would do so. I just hated the Ger....I could ®
have killed any Germen that hit my father. Much
faster than I could have killed a German that
hit me. Because I hated them more than the ones Mhat |
hurt me. You have to know that my fathef...to ottﬁ1 rs

L INO

it may be sick, but to me he was first my fathero
and then God. That's exactly how I felt. He was Ql 1
mine. She had no part of him. E

Schneidexr: Right. op)
sistert . _{unclear words) w2
(whispers in the bafkground) % ‘ B
sister: So when I saw him get hit or when I saw him get |

hurt, it hurt me more than if they hit me. and I
ti.ink everybody felt....everybody felt that way.
I mean, as a child, I know what I felt.

Q: Yes.,

i i, Schneider: Mama, do you realize you are on film.

sister: Yes, so don't talk.
f?

Schneider: Yes, yes, you are on film. You wanna say somethi
mother: No.
Schnieder: OK, good.
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