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Qt &h, my son, You are my son.
A: You are my son.

<: No, you are my son.,..

A: Soon there will be a fight., We will have to go

to court.
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Q: Why? No, no, no. but we have to warm up a littl

I want this anecdote with the glasses.

A: with the glasses?
Qs Yes.

A: Now?

Q: Now. Hight away.

A: lch haveyat the beginning of the wvar, while we

were a German ailr raid. I remained
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lying on the ground, lost my glasses. And from

WL

that moment on, I had no glasses for all the fo%%

yeare of war. Wekeh I came to the woods 1 had toE:

Qs Yes.

A: No.

Q: But yes. Yes. There is no other possibility.

As o I will speak Yiddisk. I will not
speak Germanx,

Q: I don't understand Yiddish.

STAIHOYYV WAISAN TVIIO
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Az

Q:

At I...You will understand every wordx that I will

Qs

A: Understood?

Q: Yes.

Az Yes.

qs Good. §

A3 From Oll...from the beginning? %

A: Yes, from the beginning, yes. §

A: In the first day of the war, when I was going froé
Bialystok in the direction of Minsk.... ’

Qs You are from Bialystok? ;

&: I was...I was the editor of the Jewish daily gmxm
paper in pialystok.’ g

Q: Yes? %

A: Yes,

Q: What name?

A: Star of Bialystok. E

d: Star of Bialystok. E

As: Yes. g

Q: But you were born in Bialystok?' é

A: No, but that is another story. i

i

As
of Sambrow,

Q: Sambrov, that is south of pialystok...south bia-i
lystok? ‘

Mo WA 34 S cemid aB odAdeemdat

2 -

You don't think....

1 don't understand one word of Yiddish.

speak in Yiddish.

Good, I have understood thisl

Yes, but wehere were you born?

I was born 50...50 Km. from Bialystok in the towr

STATHONY WNASAIN TYIMOWAW LSNVOOTOH 's'n aHL O SONIGIOH THL WOou
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Q: Bialystok.

At I was...1 was the editor of a Yiddishﬁdaily'

o

paper and at the same time the secretary of
association of writers.
Q: Yes, association of ariters,
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"arsaw, were put by us in a wagon and driven
the qoviet Union., 411 Jewish writers were savell,
I remained the last with a gun,..

Q: A gun? & weapon?

"TOH 3H

A: Yes. And when I wanted to leave, there were niey
more trains. So I went on foot for 400 Km.

Q: 400 Km...on foot,

A: Till Minsk,

Q: There are 400 Km., between Bialystok and Minsk

A: ...400 Km.

Q: Yes,

A: On foot.

Q: When was this?

A: Yes...this...this_was in June,..Jul¥....

Q: June July 1941. h

A: Yes,

Q: That was beginning.of Barbarossa,

4: Yes, I left, was in a German concentration can

RO

and from there I finally escaped.

Q:‘Yes, escaped.

A: At night, 1 went to Minsk as I was co
vinced that it being the capital of White Russ
there must be a possibility to get out. it was

an illusion. Yhere was nothing. The government

WA LSOVIDOTOH 'S'N HHL 40 SONI
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Q

As

Az

. You were in the getto...?

left, the party leadership left, and no one ¢

r:S

about the population. There were 14f% in Mins

704000 Jews.

ADNAOAITA

To,000 Jewsy
70,000 Jews were left in Minsk wehn the Germani
ey
canme, =
Yes, and what was.., E:
I came there. On the way, coming in to minsk, Eg -
L met an acquaintance, a White htussian. He = »
said to me: come with me to a village, L will gs
harbour you during the occupation, protect youE;v
| ]
from the Germans. | said: I was educated all m ¢
life to be & Jew. I was a communist, but a Jewggg
You were a communist and a Jew? b &
-
I came to communism as a Jew, with the convict{fi
that Communism will solve the Jewish problem. G
Yes, but you were not a Bundist? gn;
No. CD
y
Never. Q:
0O
No. He wanted...the White Russian wanted me to;>

go with Him to the woo...to the village, I shoé%%
save my body and my life, while over there werg‘
thousands of Jews, All their lived they were

screamed at, hated....I cannot leave my people

Yes, 1 can understand that.

L will stay in the getto.

SHATHOUV WNASAN "Ivm‘o_w:_»l
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“A: | left immediately. 1t was the first day,AThere ;%
. Qgs a big board in the streets with an order =~
. of the Germans that a jewish getto is to be
established.
Q:IThe Germans created -the Jewish getto in Minék
immediately after the....after....
! ’ Az Before....there was yet no civil administration,g
; ’ there was stil the army in charge. snd they gav@
the instruction to establish a getto. L1 have the%
’ text of the German order in my book, i
A W In July? V
A: That was in July.
W: 1n July.
N A: That was in July. Mixed yiddish with German.
Qe xeg, yes, but.... i
A: A Jewish writer.... 5
Q: But 1 understand all. j
A: Good,
°
! Q: Your ydddish is very clear.
5 - -

A/ I came to the getto and looked for friends,ftry{
ing mmt to avoid being recogniged. They should
not know, 1 went to the Jewish Youncil and met 2
there many people I knew,

Q: Yhere was of course already a Jjudenrat:

A: Yes. The story of how the Judenrat came into
being: A group of Jews were being dragged away
for forced labour. they were taken to the uvermean

military commander. he commander came out and

STAIHOUY WNESON TVYRIOWAI LS1VOOTOH ‘' FHL Jfo SONIATOH THY, WOR aao!
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asked: who speaks German® - No one, None,

4s Don't look at it.

Smolar 2

4 group of Jews ‘who were dragged away for forced

: ‘labour  were brought to the German military com-
: ) mander, lhe “ommander came out and asked? who

" among you speaks German? ollence. No amswer,

Q{ ~ 1 ask again: who speaks German? Again no one
; answered. - For the last time. 411 will be

destroyed. who speaks uverman? S0 a Jew siepped

forward, black, » With a slim body, and

said: 1 understand a little German., bBut he said

it in yiddish. So he said: you will be the $138E:

of the Jews.,

Q: fentastiec.

A: The Jew's name was £lishu Mushkin,

2
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Q: slishu mushkin.

&: Yes, He...the Jew in the Getto cogld...He was

e

He feli all of a sudden that

5 . He did not know how to deal with it. in the

doviet town of ‘Minsk there was no community, no

OWAN LSNVOOTOH ST HHL : SSNI([’IOE { e

Jewish representative organigation. aAnd there

he was responsible for all the Jews that were

put in the getto. He took with him people he

had in order to take care of it, He took the

chief of police and a number of other people. the
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central problem was

:
=
S

The Jews were living all over the city. And herel

T OTssse

Corinna: des lfches.

As

they were squeezed into three or four streets, = ;
The central problem was how does one

Where were these streets, in the center of twon

No, in the getto. the getto was not in the cente

Of course. And the...the “ussians were away?
escaped?

The nrussians left, and all, the whole populatlon%
were called to dig trenches agalnst tanks, But

they did not say that the Germans had already
arrived. Une should.....one should . The

population was left behind and they escaped like

;

cowards...cowards., Yell him wkat cowards are,

all,

And the Russians gave no 1nformat10n to the Jews?

-

The government did....and the leadership of the

party gave no information, not even to these

W ISNVOOTOH

who were communists, Yo they stayed in the getto.!

And what did the Jews think when the Germans came

to Minsk?

SHATHDUV WNASNIN TVIHOIWA

One started to ooganize the life in the getto.
One....
Yes, but my question is: did the Jews know who

Hitler was, what he stood for?




A: With...vhis isxt the difference between the ge

Az

zknew because of the people from warsaw who cam

W3

8 -~ Smolar 2

[=}

of Minsk and the gettoés of warsaw and‘biaiys

oddxda

tok and vilna and other places.\They did not
know what Hitler represented, what he would
bring with him. at..... vefore the war
broke out it was forbidden to write anything

in the press regarding £z fascism, Molotov o

Woud aIdNd

out with a speech and declared that ;ascism W

a question of taste,

There was a treaty...Rlbbentrop- molotov.

TOH AHS.

Yes. vecause of this one knew that the realti@

5

between nussia and uermany were the best. Une

could see in mimsk how the trains went full wﬂi&%

-bréad, with copper, with metal. fiverything wenrr kESs

to Germany,

Oh, yes.
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And there was no information?

Xo information about what was going on. One on

fr
Jews from the eastern territories who came £ 2.3
Bialystok, in vilna. They said things but 1itt

was békieved,
The people did not believe.

No one believed. They thought these were the

lymowaWLsﬁvaa’IQH.._

Germans of 1915. Then one could"tglk to then,

negotiate with them

[«]
H
.

SHATHOUYV WNASAN
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Q:

Qs

~waited for a letter, believing they were taken ey

But it was a big, absolute surprise for the
Jews.

One did not believe it even in the first days
when whole transports of Jews were taken, One

did not believe they were taken to die, they

aiadNnaoddqd

to work, 'Yhe first shock came on the Tth of Novg
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Germany: the Jews are Bolsheviks. lhey were evegg
f

ember 1941, the anniversary of the Uctober revo

lution. The Germans drove the “Yews out of the

houses and gave them flags of the revolution.

1t was provoked and then they started shooting.
And thus they could prove their propaganda in ;
S

demonstrating in thé getto on the day of the

October revolution. Then the Jews started to ]

believe that the utermans went on , ongq§
provokation. 5
provokation. z
And one believed one should not yield to provo-

cation.

“hg what happened?

what happeneé was that a number of Jews were sh
and the first transports were sent away. lhey s

they were being sent to work., "hat day five peo

gathered in a flat not far from the Judenrat, &

we xxx# asked what should one do. ‘he sitmation
was terrible. In my life I 1léved , in

the war, in 1927, and 1 believed the getto

O 1SNVOOTOH 'S’
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W We sat there, it was sugust 1941, and decided to
dreate an organigation. the first aim of the
ofganization was to éombat the disinformation,‘t
tell what fascism was all about. Une should know

that. We took one member and put him on a

radio to listen to everything that was going
on. “nd all those who come from....
Q: One moment, you go too fast,

* As Bast?

SONIGTOH FHE- W GHIAGOUdTE

: Yes, who was the situation in the getto?

A: In the getto there was ' ;4
and people were selling everything
| : ’ ‘ they had to get bread, potatoes, things to eat.,

i then there were military groups in the getto who

forced the men to o out to forced labour. In
o . Minsk was the head-quarters of the eastern front
i ) of "the eastern front Center Group. In Minsk was
the head-quarters of the German . “nd
the Jews in the “oviet Union were all skilled
workers. they thought

. We know from

documents that there was a fight between the

military authority and the Hitler fafty, with
the military authorities maintaininé that the
Jews should not be killed, they wanted to have
them. Yhey should serve the front . 4nd

. ' the party

SAATHDAV NAASNN TVRIOWII LSNVDOTOH 'Sl
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: FYeople were starting to xorganize their life.

The difference between the getto of Minsk and the‘
othef gettoes is that in all other gettoes there
were periods of quiet...

Yes.

In Minsk there was no quiét. In Minsk people were
murdered daily. There was.;..

Who did it? the so-called usinsatzgruppen?

4% the beginning it was the army...

This was not only the “instzgruppe. ‘hese were.. éﬂ

Yes.

At the beginning the ¥Yehrmacht.
Yes, can you de... .

4% the beginning there were yet no nins&tzgruppen
The Finsatzgruppen came later.vThere was not one

day without shooting in the streetis. Lspecially

==

es daily the police came, it was the Schupo, othe¥

police, s one saw them shooting.gpn

they took out many people, took them women on

OH
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one side, and out/ on the other side men.

20

the days of the fBght between the military autho-(

rities and the party...the nazi authorities.

SV

Yes.

bargaining with the White Hussians, selling what
one possessed to live, But one Aktion followed

the other. In between individuals were being sho

SHATHOIV NWAASOAN TVRIOWIN - L
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In the #ktionen hundreds and thousands were

B i s e B R

di

taken, lead away like pigs not far from Minsk -~

we knew where it was- and there they were mur-

dered.
Q: And where were the people shot at the beginning
Az Ihey were shot not far from Minsk, not far from
Minsk...
Smolar 3

What is this ....this song...this Yiddish song
with ? what iskx it?

(sings)

Again,

No, it is not....

Okay, but 1 have a question...

Please, please,

This,...this story, this provocation...

: Yes, of seven....of gendarmes....

qu, vhen the German took red flags...
...gave the Jews red flags...

sooin the g;ttq. You saw it yourself?

No.

No.

I was already in hiding.

Ah, you were alresady....

I was already illegal., But I had of

all the getto, 'rhat....

.,,saN,anHﬂHL
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Q: Yes, 1L want a littie....

At On the first meeting we had, we decided tow...

: No, no, Of the resistancecese

tw§ things. fifst, combatting the disinformati
about the Germans. Present - and we were the
first to formulate the slogan: getto is death.
the population . 4nd out of this
came the solution thet existed in no other
getto in roland: out from the getto, -

Out from the getto.

Yes. %
When was this? §
That was in September 1941. §
Only three months... %
Aféer three months we.... |
After....

The population was very disoriented. They saw

the Germans dealing one blow after the other,

OH 'S'0 FHL 40 SONIATOH

and thej did not know what to do. 2o we starte
to bring out small announcements with the sig- :

nature: head of the Bighting Organization. we

warn all Jews that the getto is death. Take all

your strength to get out from the getto.

But at that time you were already a member of

the Yewish....
I was the secretary of the Yrganization.’

No, of the vYudenrat?

Yes, yes.

+s.ses0rganization,

STATHOYY WAESAW TYRIOWII LSAVOO'T




~A: He only said: I do everything

- 14 - Smolar 3%

Q: I understand, but 1 mean at the beginning...,

A: At the beginning....

4: But you were....

A: Contact? With the Judenrat? No. L sent people
to'the chairman of the Jjudenrat and....

Qs Eliahu?

NOYA ddDNqOodddd

Az Eliahn'Mushkin...And ve told him: you are the

:’ person im résponéible with his head for all thEE

will happen. All you will do you have to do i‘o;!j
the Yews and not for the;Germans. Then he brok&
down and said: you know, L am banned., Then thsge
was the first meeting between him and me. And
i said to him: you,.....*he Jews Qere ordered
to make a large contribution, You know what
contriyution means?

Q: Yes,

A: A big contribution. 50% .of the contribution wa

Qs hut_it was impossible for himy

A: Possible. The Germans were unable to check the
whole sum. They...thgy asked for 3 million “ub
‘tou will give the 2 millioﬁ. Ye will take one
million....for the trartisans.

Q: And he accepted?

to send away to the woods., L said: I am alsE:

staging behind in my post. we are threatened wi

death, but first of all we have to do what is ipe

TVISOWIIN J?S[lVC)OrI_OHm’S’ﬂ AHL A0 SON

asn
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the interest of the community at the head of

B

he was standing. lhen he brought to me other
members of the Judenrat, the chief of police
Serevianski Zalman. And he met me and said: 1
am g....

Q: where? in the getto or in the woods

A: Getto.

Q: You were in the gettor

A: 1 w;s in the getto. rut....

Q: At that time you were not in the woods*

A: not at this time, I came to the woods....l cam

('TOH FHL NOdA ([E[DH(IOHJ

in July...July...not in July...in “ugust 1942

Q Ah, Yes. Une year later,
4: L was in the getto for one year., when the chie
W: this means the resistance movement was in the

getto.

‘S'N AHL O SONI

A: Unly in the getto.

q: unly in the getto.

4: put we had contacts with the Aryian side,

q: Yes,

4: 4nd it was so that on the aryian side....l hav

LSAVIOTOH

sent out a small “ewish boy. very handsome. His
name was Jenei, lvtold him: Look foér people on
the aryian side who are widling to fight the

Ggrmans. une day he came and said he found peop

and he wants to meet them,

SHAIHOAV WNHASAN TVIIOWIAN
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A:

[*X4

A:

: but were there at the time russian,...cemmun

: ... in the surroundings of Minsk?

: There were yet no partisans.,

16 - omolar 3

vommunistst

lhese were “Yommunists,

Kussian....gen...gentile partisans?,.,

Parti...

fhere were none?
Not yet. That was....in 1941 there was not

any partisan movement, i1t started to exist as

TOH

of the beginning of 1942. Then we met on th

1
g
H
o
=]
]
po
o
[
1
E
(]
o]
[]
o
]
e
ot
[o]
ey
ot
B*
o®
[0,¢]
(0]
o+
o
[~]
[o]
<
]
H
ot

NId

fences - on the £ryian side...I had my hair
growing, looked like death

gnd we were taken into a room thcﬁ looked as
&f there had been no war. They looked well, i
was given food...

What?

They gave me to eat because we were hungry.
You were very hungry?

Very hungry. 1 was....People who knew me di

o)

N LSAVOOTO0H 'S’ HHL 40 $O

not recognize me because my whole body was
swollen...
Ah yes.

. *he gave me to eat, and the fir

question was: who gave you the right to crea

SHATHOYUV NWNASAN FVIAONWH
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an organiyation? That is
in the Soviet union no one can create an

organization unless he got the permission of

the Central Kommittee.
4t Yes? Unbelievable,

A: He asks: Who gave you the right to create an

NOYA dIDNAOoAITI

organigation? So 1 answered: My conscience an&?t

my duty to the people
§ getto. ~ %hat do you inte
E | to do?
i
f v Q: What?

i

é : A: What do you intend to do? to do%? I say: First
] .

LA

f

]

of all, to give a perspective fo the people,

they should not feel the end has come, that

they are cut off from the outer world., Not

the dituation has not got a way

‘SN HHL A0 SONIA'TOH 5[HJ,

"out, but one should o bUive us the

means to get the people out of the getto. lrea
a base in the'woods, 80 that we can get out
first ef all the women and children and the
. ' old people.... U

Q: But wait a minute, there were many small towns '@

in the Minsk area, not

A: No, they were already liquidatgd.

Q: liquidated?

TYRIOWAN LSNVOOTOH

A: A1l were brought to the getto in minsk, in the
Minsk getto meanwhile there were 80,000 people.

4t Ah, yes¥ so those..,those small towns were eith

liquidated or the DPeople were in minsk---¢

A: There WaSB,. ..

SHATHOYY ,IAIIBHSI]I/\[



Q: eesin the...

A

4: But you haé no weapons?

A: We kould...That not. Yhis is the second stage
Q: Yes, but in the....

A: That...

Q¢ e..in the first stage...

A: At every stage the question was

Q/ But later?

A:

18 - “molar 3

¢ There had been a big aktion to liguidate the wigh

)
le area of Minsk, *hey came....All were brough®

essonot all....# large number were killed on @k}’

iway. but the were ‘brought into the getto. 1f
you want, 1 will give you a man who came to
Minsk this way. He is an artist in ¥el Aviv.

also wrote a book in Hebrew.

H "S’0 THL 40 SONIA'TOH HH.L WOJd D

.lezd out the women and children., 1 sent away

a woman. Her name was nina “liess. “he did

not look Jewish but Aryian. I sent her to the

big forrest on tpe border of Poland and the

Soviet Union...

No. September 1941. And she went around and

LSAVOO10

searched. In all the forrests there was German
artillery and German tanks.... e got.
wve got in touch with....

But one minute, one minute. In Minsk therel
were liquidation every day. this isk true,
kvery day, but small liquidations;

Small.

Till March 1942, Purim, the day of purim there

_.HB,M AT = e YR
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Qs

As

eyes. His name was Ruebe. He murdered in the

Qs

Az

-0On the whole there was a lot L did not see., I

<

Qe

A

g

an action all over *“urope. They made it-specia’¥

lly on Yewish holidays, Yewish feasts. Uhe dayCD;,wa

of rurim 5,000 Jewdzs of Minsk were murdered. E% :
Jews of Ninsk, v g
Yes, At that time they already took the people;
from the getto to a place which was called CD
luschinka, There were big ditches anq all werefik
shot there.

Einsatzgruppen.

H HH

This was already done by the minsétzgruppen.

1050

of the people in charge of this was a German

whom we used to call the murderer with the whityy

A 0.$ON

streets of the getto. He took 12 Jewish girls,

H

s had them undress, lead them through?
the getto and-&® the Jewish cemetery. There he
shot them one after the other.

You saw this?

No. ¥We knew it.

was hidden i of the VUrganization.
Yes.

But L had everything reported to me. L was

OWAN LSAVOOTOH 'S'N#

informed by the getto police. I was informed

SAATHDIV WAHTSOA TV-
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Smolar 4

A: The Purim action brought gn end to the illusiqﬂ

Az

: So we sent people of the organization so that

20 =~ “molar 4

aoaddda

At
which some Jews still entertained, thet there o]

is still hope for the getto. Our solutions of o
leaving the getto, of buying guns became sig-

nificant., ‘eople took to selling there last

L INOW

ring to buy a pistol. Where did they'buy it?

H aH

They were bought from the Italians who cgme to

the getto. 'Yhey did not know about the racial

¥kX attitude to the Jews, They went around wit

Jéwish girls, “nd the Jewish girls used this

¢
3
4
H
{

to buy guns from them. We had our man in the
labour office hwe where Jews were taken out
every day for forced labour....

Yes.

they would go where there are Bussian guns -

the Germans didn't use them,
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they didn't count them even. So we brought the

russian guns into the getto. It wen£ so far thad:
we brought g maxim into the getto, A maxim is

Boooo

Ah, yes,

50 we...

TYRIOWIN 1S

machine gun,

Machine gun. We brought it into the getto.

SHAIHOAV WNASNN
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: Yes. This means, how many people were....,

: Yes.

21 - “molar 4

1t became in the getto with guns.

But this was before Purim?

After Purim,

After Purim.

After the action. They were convinced that

it would...the Germans only bring death. And ou
solution was: the getto is death, one should
leave it, On two...

How many people were shot in this Purim......?
5,000 Jews were shot in the Purim action.
5,000. V

&,000 Jews.

There were lefto...
seoiiinsk getto,..?
here were 60,000 Jews left, But people left

the getto every day. The dewS'in the Soviet

SN AHL 51

Union had knew.many people in the villages., Therjm

were mixed families. And had

D01

the contacts. The question that faced us was or.

v

ganization,
But how many...many members....'?
I will tell you this at the end. This will be

one of the greatest sensations. We are the only

[OWAIN LSO

SAATHOUYV WAASAI TV
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ghetto that lead out such a large number of Jews! ™

~

And I will say it later.

But we knew the characteristics of the ghetto:

that there is terror every single dey; there

was shooting every day, but that big actions are
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Planned in berlin, were Pdanned in minsk in

the Ueneralgouvernment and only there. It....

Q: In the Generalkommissariat.

:
=
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A: Kommissariat. Purim there were Actions. It was
‘ : V just at the date of the Jewish holidays, But
with the exception of this, they made only small
actions, There was a n action where they kille
Jewish children, There, behind y where

1 showed the picture are buried Jeiwkh children.

And the Generalkommissar Kube came out and ....

i

. : Q: Yes. !
A: ,,.and the children were thrown alive into a

large trench. And Herr Kube was standing and

threw them to .

Q: Kerkes,
A: threw them « And the children screamed:

Daddy, don't shove the sand into our eyes. é

SEAIHOHV WNISAIW TYIHOWAW LSNVOOTOH 'S’ THL i

Q: Kube?
" ' A: Kube stood by. But all those of the SS bur¥ied
- them alive,...

Q: “nd he did what? Konfetti to the children?

A: ....threw.

|
|
|

Q: Yes, in the grave.

Q: The children had laready been shot*

A: They had not yet been shot.

y: Not yet,.
4: They were still alive. *hey screamed: Daddy,

why are you shoving the sand into our eyes?
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Q: How many children in this....

A: There were the children:...wereo.... d6 not
-rémember the number exactly, buf théy were
brought from a children's hone, Aﬁd with them
went....the.story of Korczack repeatéd it~
self. With them went a wonderful Jewish woman

wvho lead them, took them by hand and went toge-
therx with them to her death. Ad much as the

Korczack story is a collective

Q: Yes, you are right.

A: After Purim the situation changkd. We receive
from the state committee....In town there was
already an organised committee. wWe brought up

the question: You have to give us the means

AHL 10 SONIGTOH AHL WO 4I2Ndo¥d Ty

to bring out more Jews. We have military peopl,

we have guns, we have to lead the people out. ¢!

S

the Yrganaisation wanted to help us., And so

something happened,. that happened nowhere else

A military organization with soviet military

°

VDOT10H

people was established in minsk., A contact was{s

LS

H

maintained betweern the two xorganizations. the
military people said....

@: in Minsk meaning the aryian...

Az in thé town, in the aryian side. But L was in
Acontact with them. So the state military coun-
¢il said: Why should we take the Yews,.

of the war. We have a number of officer .

and soldiers of the med Army. ‘hey should be

sent first. this was the first anti-semitic

STATHOIV- IWFISNIN- TVRIOWAA
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conflict with the head of the military organi-

| zation.

Q3 Yes, could you describe this in detail?

" A: 1 rmember....l cannote.cese

And they said to me: there is battle out there,

first of all we have to take out people who can

|

E fight. One has to lead them out. We have captaiﬁs
| we have majors. 'hey sit around here. One has to
save them. put in this was alB8/antirsemitic
notion. 1 could feel it., L felt it with the

state organisiadion, I told them this could not

exist with pardllel orgaiizations. wmverything

should be concentratéd on the fight against the

%
‘.
3

Germans, L had a conflict with them, several of

them, And the end of it was that they fell into

the hands of the Gestapo and the turned over
% ' . evq;ybody. Not me., bieloff was the name of the
head of the soviet....
Q: Bieloff.
A: Bigdoff,

I
|
!
. . Q: &nd he was an antisemite?
|
| A: Hd didn't say it...did not talk. A soviet man
| .

spoke. Said that it was more useful to send
military people. And that he is agddnst Yews, as
we do not set out to save. Lf we want to save,
we should save the whole town. put I could feel

thet he is an antisemit talking. &nd....

.
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4t “nd what...what have these people 8aid? Yhat t

Jews were cowards,...

AONAGAITA

A: The Jews should give hecause they are rich, The
Jews should give medicines, the Jews should giv

a printing press. And we geve it. We sent medi-

odd a

cines from the ghetto to the farrest., we put

together a printing press and sent it to the fo

est,

Q: For russian partisans?

qIOH AHL W

A:; Yes, we did...We took telephones to send them to

the forest, Everything. logether with Jewish

people...
Q: Yes,
4: ...who went, “ut the Jewish people were in mmall

groups, We did...we sewed in the ghbhtto work-

=
=
&
7

shpps warm clothes for the rartisans. lhere was
a case when partisans were wounded.,..
Q: But I do not understand. How was it possible? Th

tGermans did not control what ‘they....

ISNVIOTOH

A: Contpol they did, but we had meansthat were se-

cret,
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but before anything eise....

Q: Has...'this means that there was liberty in the
ghetto?

A: It was not liberty, btut we knew wayé which were
not frequented by Germans, rhere was no

e seo
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;

- these things happen in Minsk and not in Wardaw

: You see, this is the difference between the

But L would like to understand, why did...did

-

FUTOH THL WO¥S AADNAONdTY

How dida...

In warséw....

-

veosAre the....were the Jews of minsk different

Soviet situation and the situation in warsaw,
The Soviet....inm Minsk we we have defined our

goal clearly that one has to leave the ghetto.

warsaw never declared such a target. in Warsaw

there was a man who wanted as & solution to bre

down the walls of the getto. Hundreds woudd d1e

,DN,

doing it and thousands would be saved., But the C)
solution was not accepted. in warsaw they 1ived_ém

in illusion untill the very end, till 1942, Witég

¥l

us it was the slogan of the Jewish organizationy
we fought illusions,

. of the getto. Get a gun. This is
vhat we did. 1h13 was possible because of this,
rhése were different ways. we sent out children
Jewish children, who could not be rebogniyed°
‘They were Jewish....They led the-groups to the
forest, Yhey knew the routes. We had a whole
organiuation of vewish children, small omes, 12
years old. Ana tﬁéy led to the forest. I can

tell you of one instance, a funny one. We were

SAATHOUY WNASNIA TYIRIOWAN LS(IVOOTOH 'S
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going...4 group was going in the forest and sud
enly they saw that in the cecen

'Q: Ah, this means there was absolute collaboration

] : between Zhe resistance and the Judenrat?

A: The first Judenrat, this was till March 1942,

Then there was the Purimpogrom. they claimed
that the Judenrat is a fesis-

tance movement.

Smolar 5

A: At the time of the Purim #ction the Gestapo

. ' claimed that the role of the Judenrat in Minsk

VS.OMIQCIOHWWWWWNW:

is such that the council is actively an organi-

- v zation of Jewish resistance. And so they arrested,

everybody and hanged them in the streets. of
Misnsk together with russian and white russian

partisans.

.Q: A1l the members of the...
A: ....the members of the Judrat.
B*H Héﬁged?
- ' A: Hanged.
Q: In fhe street?

: Muschkin, Serebiamski, All those left vere

OWAN ISNVOOTOH 'S:N HH

arrested and hanged in the street. aAnd over

them was a writing: Bandits, Stalin's bandits.

Q: Stalin's bandits?

A: We lost contact with the Judenrat. A new head

SHATHOMV. WNASAN "
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of the Judenrat was nominated. His name was Jof

Qs Joffe,

At He was a Jew from wilna, He was the director

]
of & radio factory. =
. ©
‘. Q: Yes. -S|
A: We had no contact with him., But L1 knew that he g
was an honest man... g
|
Q: Honest? ) SO
=
A: Hone...Honest, Ythat he was not an agent of the m%
’ !
Germans and that -y not directly 83
* of the organization, because with the organiza- ;t
. tion he could not be like Muschkin, but in rodex%%
to discuss with him what could be done. In his O’ .
. Bl
time there was an announcement made, that who- mj’

| =t

| ever brings Jefim Stolarewich alive or dead willmi:

- get & reward of 30,000 Mark. .d§

Q: You. mf S
At Yes. to-q

i t Y O

i Q: Your name was... o}

| A: In the ghetto 1 was Jefim Stolarewich. ;é

i . . .

!. N . Q: Jefim Stolarewich. -

! A: Yes, §B§yknew already. And maybe.... E :

Q: The Gerﬁans knew. %

:l A: The Gestapo knew bécause maybe someone of the x‘

: : §
Judenrat told them. Then they knew/where I come i
to, and at night they took out 72 Jews mc1uding§

: m :

I = :

; § :

| .

) % :
9 :
w2
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my contact, Mina Liess,who had & child on her agg

L : . And they were all asked: where is Jefim Stola-
rewich? All of them were shot.
Q: 727
A: Yes. A1l shot. 4nd I were three houses further
away. 1 heard all of it, but did not know what

it was. In the morning i went out to the street

the Jewish police told me: come, you will take
killed people to the cemetery. L went and one
of the Judemrat gave mix me the warning: .go

gway, YEUXEXrExbeixg they are searching for you.

 SONIA'TOH

" I went away and into the Jewish hospital of

i the getto. There was a doctor there who had
connect&éhs to our organization. i knew that

the Germans were afraid to enter a hospital

=
=
=
=
w

where there were patients with typhus. So I

went to the ward of t yphus a nd put my self
! ' in a bed like a typhus patient. And I did not
' é;tch the disease, ‘lhe Gestapo fook Jofife and
said: If by 12 o'clock tomorrow Jefim otolare-
wich is not in our hands, we shall murder the

whole getto.

Q: like Wittenberg in 311na?

A: So he saids.{and that Jew was clever). He took

and repeated the story of the saié of Josef.

i

SHAIHOUV 'WHHSHIAI TVRIONWAN ISAVOOTOH
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He took a document.of the getto and wrote ogg

it: Jefim Stolarewich. He went to the

Ad

and dipped the document in blood. 4nd he sa@@:

o o
P : Among the killed ones in this documentCyas

found. f%he Gestapb immediately took out thegg

guards. 'hus he saved me. He said ndthing temme,
Q: This means that the Gestapo believed....
A: ...believed...

Q: $...that you were dead....

A ...were murdered.

s+ murdered.

2 NOTuese

SONIA'TOH dHL WOd

Q
A: Till....Rx
Q
A

: ...till the month of July., They believed 4

i

2

till July that L was not alive any longer. “Mere

came a time when we had...the state committ&® ofi

...on the Aryian side fell into the hands

o

i
i
!
i
)
i
]

the testapo. *he one who had met me, they

FOH 'S

pierced his tongue, took it out and said:

-

us with whom you had links in the getto., He

surrendered no one, ! Then

AVDO

sent out our people to the Aryian side to h
i them recreate the organiaation, #nd we knew a€
we would never receive any help from them.

took the first decision to esfablish a Jewi

partisan base for Jews only.\Ihén we took o

STAIHOAYV WNASAN FVIIOIWEA LS
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there was a concentration camp in Minsk which

was created. lhere were Jews and Hussians,

-military people. There was & commander, an

with whom 1 had had bontact. And he gave us

So we organized...

made...,the garbage was  being taken out of the

concentration camp, so they put a man under

| it. _ {
Q: One minute, the Hussian who was tortured,...

N yes, the one who was tortured gave your name,

he said 'he is alive'?

O SONIA'T

A: One of them. 1 don't know who. “he army people

«sssbut the army people diq not khow that my

THL

name was Jefim Sotlarewich, *h"ey knew my name ,c
. is

as Skromlin. Skromlin means modest. Uo you

know what modest means<?

g
S

f: Yes, yes.

OIWAI 1SNVDOT

A: .But they did not know. They knew several menm-
- . bers of the Judenrat. Perhaps they got it from
. them,
§ Q: Yes, but ocan you repeat this story about a
| Jewish...a purely Jewish partisan....

T : A:,..base....

Q: ...base?

SHATHOHYV WOASOW

A: Yes, :

Q: Yes. .§
- A: Ve did...
N
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<

o

= o

: Not only fight but rescue.

: Not only fight - rescue. *his is the differen

Who took this decisionrt

We alone. ‘hree people. ‘hree people...Three
people whom L gave -. We decided: There
is no organization in existance any more on
the Xryian side., We have no one to turn to. sol=

we have to go to the forest alone. “o we send eS|

one of us, reldman, to the forsest. 4nd we sent

LN

with him & military specialist. We brought the

officer Uemzenko out of the camp under the

H AH

garbage. He was a leutenant. We brought him o
and sent him to the forest. with Feldman they
created a partisana, a group. And there we lsg
down the principle: It should not be only a
fighting organiZation, it should also be a

rescue organization. Vo you understand?

of the getto of Minsk. wWe kept all along to o
goal of rescue, we fought from the,...

But what Jews were to be rescued? Who? thé»Je
of.... " |
Yhe Jews of the getto.
0f the gettor

Yes,

Of the Minsk Getto?

0Naoddad

NIa10

SHATHOUY WNASNN TYIIOWAI LSNVAOTOH '$1 THL 40 9
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A: In the first place the Jews who had guns,

"Qs whatr

Az ihe Jews who have guns.

Q: Yes,

AP Put not only. ‘here came o0ld Jews. ‘there came-
mothers with children.

Qs Of course.

A: whoever could get out of the getto went to a
special place where our representatives were.
they were received there and sent further into
the forest. ''here had been the old Jewish parti-
san of the tiﬁes of the ci¥il war . “here was
already a pertisana in 1919, a Jewish partisana,
Stolerarbeter, sorin. He was made the commander
of a Jewish partisan detachment. 600 people of
the getto arived there, small children. i will
tell you an episode. 4 group of Jews are led to,
the forest . corn...coin

wheat, something is moving, we immediately dent
a ;erson to see what was going on, whéfher it
is not police. A small boy was found. we did
not know him. Who are you? we asked.tn Russian.
where do you come from? So he said: 1 come from
that village. but I could see that his facg
vas not of a country man. I ask him

. 80 he said: a little., Do you under-

stand?

gi ..
%
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a:

" there is forest. Yo the east, to the west, to

Q:

Smolar 6

A

[*H
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Yes,

dTd

4 little. So we took the boy with us., He was Fone
of those children who juét ran away from the Eﬂt-‘

to.

a0

But you decided to take all the people from tﬂ:'

minsk getto....

od4

ot all, that was impossible., We said...we ha.g

said to the Jews: run into all directionms whe%%,

the north, where ever there are forests, go.
we will give you the pass word. Uo you under-
standy

Aha.

HHL 40 SONIA'IOH A

n

¥e send special pcople to join the Jewish poli&ei
so that én the days where in the morning or th;ﬁ é‘
evening out people would lead groups to the fof=

est, our confidential people would be standing(3§
at the gates, vur own policemen. So that we coggd

Policement of the ghetto?

Of the getto. In order té enable me to move

about more freely, a false passport was prepar

for me with the signature of Ueneralkommissar
Kube, szying that L am not to be touched, that
it was forbidden to arrest me.

For you?
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A: For me, reople of the police prepared it f

B
o

@t How many people did you save?
A: How? from the police?
Q: No, no, Of ‘the getto?

A: That must....

¢: In your partisan....

aA: I have to say this at the end.

L NOYA aadNdoddTd

. Qe Good,

H

A: I will say it. At that time we s;ant peopletao‘t
only to that special Jewish place. Hussianmcameg
to command the Jewish groups in order to tEFe

" : ou.t men who could hold guns. “hus we creata

at that time other groups where the Jews oa

Minsk were smong the first organizers. In ais

way 7 detachments of partisans were createEby
the Jews of mjinsk. =

; c

' 4s 7 detachments. wn

A: 7 detachments of partisans took people of

(]
.
.
PN SENR

Qs Lhat means how many people?
; A: 7 oe..7 detachments means we can calculate !
M ‘ that is“more than 2,000 people.

4Q: And there were big forests around Minsk?

W LSNVOOTOH

i ' . A: We sent people into a forest that was of TPg000:
square Km, Yhis was the forest of Nalibokio

s Naliboki, -

L)
SHAIHOYY NNASAN TVII
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At Yes. There were 20,000 partisans in 1945.wé se
there the Jewish children because the partisaﬂz
established there a camp for the Jewish...for
the Jewish people. and that was like a Jewish
tewn., L once dreamed of writing a film apript
by the name of the last Jewish staedtlele.

Qs the last Jewish...

t ..oStaedtele, £nd it was a staedtele,

4Q: There were houses?

A: What?

Q: Did you build houses?

A: No, that was in the forest.

Qs Yes,

A: But there was everything, Even a madman.
Q: Why a madman?

A: He ulso came to the forest. That is another

SN-FAHL

810rye...another story. Yes. So we had the

.

contact with the city, and sent people also to
other...not only to the west but also to the
east, ‘There were alread& our Jewish people of

the getto who had established a kamix camp of

TSAVOOTOH

their own. We trained about 20 youngstersané th
became the guides. hey did not look Jewish,
with curls, and they took the people. but there
were Jewish speculators who asked for money

.claiming they would lead to the rforest. ‘he

STATHOUV NWATSAN FTVRIOINTIN
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-all: old and young, women and children. All.

most popular wish in the getto was to have

a pistol and get out of the getto. vhat was

'here was business in the getto, trading guns.
one traded with them, *here was a price for
every weapon,

In the getto?

Yes. there were even people who made fictional
guns out of wood. Hoping to get away‘with it
ke able to frighten the police if one met them

C
-

pointing the wooden gun at them and...

With fasle pistols.

Yes, there were such cases. this way it went o

actions then which lasted three days, (inter-

ruption on tape) What happened to me? The

E%
$ill June 1942. +‘here was one of the biggest CJ
-]
gar!
&
z

Gestapo was looking for me. i was in the hospi

You were still in the getto? You were not in
the forest?

Not yes.

Til1l July 1942.
Yes.
“here was 17 A Jewish builder had am attic...

=

Q

0

, >

Not yet. -
. -
‘ -

2

=

=2

=

Vo you know what an attic is? ...had it built,

A second wall where one went up, I was walled

in between two walls. There was é brick that

could be taken out, through which my food was

SHATHOAY WAASAIN .
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given to me., sput from that roof L could see
everything that went on in the getto. 1 was

there. 'he Gestapo was looking for me. they

"
spread tebacco and other chemicals so that the
- dogs could not smell...
@t One moment....
A: I stayed there for two months, walled in.
Q: After June....
‘ ‘ A: They were looking for me....
! Q: Yes.
i i : Q
. A: ....all over the getto. But then it happened. =i
: For three continuous &ays in June there was %
§ a terrible murder. The whole getto %
| .
; Q: How many peopler ]
: A: How many people? With the exception of those 5
! : 1
e A who were at work, (there were thousands and a
B thousands of Jews at work) there were left m
alive in the getto 9,000 Jews...They shot themg
“ shot about 20,000, %
_ >
. qQ: 20,000. =
: 197}
A: 20,000, More. ;—I
W: More. z‘
; | =
1_ At They were shot and lead out. ‘Only then, after §
‘ . .- three days the Jewish worBers were brought i'
i .
‘ pack to the getto. And the...the screams were f
i : i
=
. 2
| S
) >
o}
=
<
=
wn
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Qs

and I went out for the first time after the Eg
slaughter. She gave me an order to leave the : .
getto, That was.... CD
= -
An order of whom? o)
o
0f the state organisation. organizatioé%
. %
-Yes,
)
I left two people in my place, two women, a.nd:

such in the room bet

B

the two walls,
Terrible.
*“hen came a Russian woman who had met

Her name was Maria Gorgrochowa. She demanded

O AADNAOHITI

to be put in touch with me, She gave the pass Eprg

she took me out together with workérs from theu: %
getto., I went out and tore off the patch on th%: 2
way. She led me to a place which made me thinéﬁ E
she was a provibcator. She took me to the plac&D §
of the AMube head guarters.,

A Russian woman.

Yes. L was abo&t to withdraw when she gs;e me
a sign not to move from her for a second. She
took me irnot a house near Generalkommissar Ku
That was her flat. She worked in the General-

kommissariat, In this flat 1 1a§ under the

and wrote a lot of documents and

STATHOUY NAASAN TVRIOWAN LSNVOO0T



~ 40 -

Smolar 6

proclamations to the German army and proclam

qd A

HL A0 SDNI(ﬁOH AHL WOUA addNAO}

tions to the getto. Every couple of days a
messanger came there, a contact man with the
-ghetto., I was in touch with him, They asked
me; giie us new contacts to lead ﬁeople to -
the forest,

an order that 1L should go out and a man
would come to take me outy to the férest. No
one came, and ! remained alone. L could noé
80 back because there were German guards whic

came in. When I went out with her I was let

out. Then | went to a Russian of the State

Urganisation, L talked to him. At night

the two of us jumbed out of the window -

3
¢
X
{
h
€

it was the first floor

.
—
ot

[

=

@
SAd

80 happened that the Ges tgpo came, I went out m
with only ny underwear and lay on a small roof;#
He did not-manage and was taken away with the
whole family, 4nd the Gestapq was looking for
ne from one window and from the second, and

1l was lying there in the back in my underwear

and they did not see me. trom there 1 went bac

to the getto.
One of those who were supposed to go to the
forestx dug a pit, put me inside and covered

me. He gave me a pipe so that i could breathe

SAATHOIV WAISAIN TVRIOWAI LSNVOOTOH.
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1 told him: get me 4~5 men with guns. We shalll

leave the getto on our own. I knew none of th

-routes because L had no contact. Thus we went

Q:
A:
Q:

At

Smolar 7

around for two weeks till we arrived in the
foﬁn. 4nd we, the five, establishea two new
detachments and immediately sent people to th
getto to bring others out. #nd it was like &
stream of people that came from the getto.'

yhis lasted till September 1939 (7) .""'he oniy
getto of soviet Jews that lasted so long. ana b
it lasted 50 long.... _ f{
Till spetember what? 397 %
September 43...43, g%

Yes.

1943.

N AHL

But how many Jews?

I will say this at the end. We didn't know,
v then : i

We knew mawx, after the ené of the war, when
we came to the partisan parade in Minsk, We

didn't know exactly. But 1 will tell you.

Yes, but aproxiamtely.

OWHIN LSAVDOTOH 'S

Aproxiamtely? I have to say it already? VWe
knew exactly.

why not? Yes.

We know exactly.

Yes. How many Jews did you save, and how many

SHATHOYY WNHASON T
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Jews were murdered in the getto?

Az We will reach that right away. ﬂfter the ppgrom

which....which lasted for three days, there
were left in the getto,as 1 said, no more.thaﬁ
9,060 Jews,

Q: Out of 70,000

A: Gut 0fes.8ll,s.all the people were not there
any more, ‘“hose who had gone to the forest and
those whog were led away by the Germans to be
muredered ‘were not there any longer. the uerman
Jews were not there any more. 1 have not yet
mentionéd them. They brought from Hamburg and

from different cities in Germany....

-sleﬂqeﬁmﬁ&aﬂ&

Q: From namburg, from Frane...from rrankfurt...
A: Voh Frankfurt...

Q: Von gerlin.

1 FHL

A: Yes, they brought JewSe.e..

Qs Hanover.

OH 'S

A: Yes, a part of fhem were (zechxx Jews. they wer
in a second getto in the gefto.

Q: A German getto? | -

A: A German getto.lThey had certain érivileges: th
had better work, bettef féod. 1 wanted to‘get
in touch with themn, with an engineer., He said:
I will do for you wﬁatever I can; but to go
to the forest - that is fbr eastern Jews. And
he suggested we should go to the.German army.

‘We should go with the Fighting Urganisation

SHATHOAV WNASNI FVRIOWAN ESAVOOT
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=
‘Jews and the minsk.... %
wn

g |

Yhere are many younge.... a

. -l
young people. they 1eft with the help of Germanw

officers, lhere was a Yerman officer ©chultz whgk
worked in the Government House of mMinsk with th

Aviation. On one day he took & gpoup of Jews,

and took them to the partisans, ) <
‘+*his Schultz s j
Yes, that was « Un the whole, the Geg

=
MANe .o oo @)

But how wkze the realtions bet.:een the German U

1t was only a relationship of trade. *he German¥:

Jews demanded: give us Speck...

Yhere was no fraternityw

None. there were only contacts of trading. ‘the
wordt thing was: the German Jews were not mur-

dered like the eastern Jews, they were taken

gé% of the cars was led into the cars. How do
we know that? there was a doctor there who....
when they let in the gas, he covered his face

with urine, "o he survived and came back to

OIWIN LSAVDOTOH 'S E[I;I.I.._:l .

the gktto., fe told us about it. but that....

1his means the German Jews were murdered in the

SHAIHOAV WATSNN "IV]
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A: the...

Qs-....the gas vans,

Az whey were called Vuschekubkes,

Q: Yes, yes,

A: Duschekubkes. ‘he Ustjuden were not....The

Ustjuden were lead away, shot and burned, And

they were put in., “nd how they went! Dressed

in their best clothes, with...with hats. Holding

the hand of the ladies. And went in,..in...in..

Q: The German Jews?

A: Yes, The mmrxixgpk most terrible picture I have

of that time,

Qé You saw what?

At I saw it.

d: But please. yescribve,

A: 1 saw it, how they were standing with their

whole family 'and going. The ladies holding ontog

the arm of the men, dressed in black, with hats;

4nd the policemen helped them get into the

vans,

And how were these gas vans?

¢t There were already gas vans. Cars. ‘here were

gas vans. Because the gas that one should let
out of the ca#, was led inside. ‘hen they left

Yés; but could you...coﬁld you decribe how...

STATHOEV WNASAN TVINOWIW ISNVOOTOH '§'N THL 0O SONIATOH THL WOHA GEONAOTITH
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"Lt was night, late at night. So 1 went out and

The process was...

Yes, but...

eesl don't know all..,
Yes, but ﬁe have .these gas vans....
They were normal gas vans, but,..
Normal lorries?
They looked like lorries,
Yes,
and the girls -
vere taken in. they were very elegant. lhey
talked to them and were not brutal to the

German Jews,

SONIATOH

But how many German Jews came to minsk?
I don't know exactly.

But many?

=
<

Up to 203000,
And [ think all...all.,..

S

with the exception of individual cases who went
to the forest,

Y;s.

es.8ll,..all finished,
All finished. .

A11 finished. “hey went
TheyAbelieved till the end. Une night i had

a -scene, 1 was at the hospital as 1L have alread

TYRIOWIIN 1SAVOO10H

told you. But L wanted to breathe & bit of air.

to the border between...with the German Jews.

STATHOAV WAASAN
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" khe German Jews and shouted: Hans, Hans, com&) -

At midnight L heard military steps. That wasg
a miracle. No one entered the getto at nightw

“e.was going, stopping at the door of one of{)

here. L saw that immediately a Jew went out g
the door in his night dress, in a pyjama, ‘l'h;
stood there for a long time at the door. 1 hgrd
nothiné. Later, when 1 heard the steps of thg )
officer, of the army men, going away, 1 star@d

Bhouting: Hansk Hans, come hére. 1 heard him

.
approach. #nd I ask: who was that? - That idZ
o

a major. He is my neighbour in H'amburg. We li%!ad ;

in e = Why did he come? - He brouggt

e —

me bread with Speck. Brogght me. Yo I said td™
him: Hans, and tomqrrov? When they order him m
to murder you, what will be thenr Will he saver

you? S0 he said: Oh, man, an order is an orderT.

.
e v . TSRO

Unbeldevable.
Yes,

1l cannot pelieve it.

'

That was what he said to me, the German Jew:

an order is an order., 'hey were such...

I cannot believe it.

That was with me. 1t was with me, it was so. i
Yhey behaved this way all the fime. They sépe teé

from us. *hey maintained: these are Ostjuden.

SN TE¥RIOWHIN LSAVOOTOH:S

"e were torn up and they were dressed elegant

Yhey considered themselves like the Germans.
Germans going into the forest, t

acreams. We screamed a lot. ‘he Jews, the Ger

SAATHOHV N GH
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qe

But one says that the,},,the Germans killed the
Ostjuden in order to create place for the Germ
&ews....

No.

eeslierman Jews,

No., They were killed just like that...they kill
every‘day. And they created a big place for the
German Jews, ‘hey had....

Did the German Jews live in the same getto or i

8 se0ee

in the same getto but fenced with another fence

Ny

With their own police,.. g

Q: it was impossible to.... .
A: contact?
t Yes, N
A: Unly we vere standing at the gence. We from

Q: But is it true that Kube protected the German
Jews?

A: privileged.

Qs pri;ileged.

A: He was of the opinion that one shoﬁld treat

one side and they on the other side, and one

would trade.

the German Jews...German Jews diffeiently. They

SAATHOUV WNISNIN TVIHOIWAN - ISN VOO TOH S FHE-
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are of the German culture.
@: Yes, yes, He said that, and he wanted to sa...
-save the German Jew.
A: Yes, I have.not talked-all this time about what
the fighting organisation has done besides....
Q: The German Jews did not go to the forest to be
with the partisans?
A: Few,
Qs few.
A: Few, They did not want to.
4Q: They did not want, but why?
A: They said...
Q: They did not understand?

A: That is for Ostjuden. Yhey had the illusion they'

would survive,

Q: They were old people?

A: They were different kinds.

Q: There,..there were also young ones?
A: Also young ones, i
Q: #nd the young ones werg‘not with you either?
A: Few, With us in the forest was one of the %
German Jews, but he lived in @zechoilovikia. The;
father was a member of the>government in Lonéon,g
the Czech. He was with us..

Q: A Czech. And he was in the....

in the forest,

Q: ¥es.

A: Few, I want to say one more thing. Wwhat did

the fighting organisation...

SHATHOEV IWNASAW
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Qs Yes.

‘At There was a conflicf between us and the mili-

- tary oouhoil. We had Jewish workers in a big
factory where Vodka wes produoedeigiii}gg. And
this veﬁt to the Stelingrad front. We o:&ered.
we had & laboratory, & chemical., We produced
& poisonsese A

Qs Yoison?
A: Poison. And intended to poison the whole
shippment, 1 had to tell the military council

about it, He said

fimolar B

Q: What kind of a poison was 1t,thés...?

At In the labofatofy they prepared a liquid which

was to be put in when it was being brewed. He
even tried it on & cat in the getto, and it
immediately..;.immediately‘as if its head was
turmed. but before this was done, we brought
it up at the militery leadership. Bilei csalle
me and seid: you know we do not do it, It is
that one does not used chemicals in the war.
told him: Perhaps I should tell theGermans no
hto poison the Jews? He remained silent. When

I wrote about it in my book, the censor in Mo

i

SHVOOTOH
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" astonished that a Jew talks this way. we carridl

>Hit1erjugend leaders perished. A different

wanted to take it out.
Ah, yes., Yhis is amazing.
ihey were afraid.thaf they would be accused of
chemical warfare. sut I will talk about the
Jewish Humanism. #nd it was>

Yhe council treated the question of a big

Oodd aIDNAoddTd

meeting of the Hitlerjugend in the theater,

W

was the Hitlerjugend of the eastern .populatio
sussians and others, There was a proposal to
put mines around the theater and blow it all
up. Vo you understandr

Yes.’

the Jew was the only one to say: we are not

fighting small children. We can blow up the

1 A0 SONIA'TOH THL
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be sitting., The proposal was rejected. Most of =,

the children were saved, and‘a large number of*

tactic from iasser Arafat. Mine was a Jewish
Ead

tactic, ' . they were

AVIOOTOH 'S

out a number of operations in the factory. Jev%@#
workers worked at swwing . heg took E:E

all the things from the Jews, took it all, and Q)

SHATHOUY WNASAN TV




51 - ‘Smolar §

ordered them to sew warm things for the Germgn
aviation. S50 we gave an order:.sew the right
sleeve to the left side, so that one will not
bé able to wear theﬁ.

1t was sabotage, sabotage all time long.
These were our ways., We did not have an uprising,
bedause with us it was rescue, rescue, rescueces
Yes.
ess0f our people; o 1 weﬂt to
the forest and became the leader éf a Jewish
partisan group....
kxiemizhyxx pmrely Jewish?
This was purely Jewish, but in the framework
of a whole brigade in which there were also
others. There were different conflicts, anti-
semitic conflicts, different other things. but

we had the possiblity to be our own masters. we

sent people to the getto, children. Un September }

1, 1943, a young girl came, the daughter of a

Jewish doctor. She caeme back while L was far

away at a distance of 80 Km. L knew she was comin;
so I took a horse to come back. 1 didn't iecog- é
nize her. “he was pale. he said that there was !

no more & getto in minsk. And the feeling was
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that there was no more a Jewish people in the
world, 1 made....calléd all the partisans. “he

were mll lined up and told about it. Xnd the

aQudTd

solution was: if the:e really is no more a Jewi
people in the world, we will be the Jewish. peop
1t gave us courage, because the wives of all
those sfanding around had been killed in the

getto, This was the end of the getto of minsk,

what came afterwards was that in 1944 in the

month of July the last beaten German soldiers

escaped through our forest. This was the most
N dangeroué moment. They wanted to break through

with force, 1

O SONIA'TOH AH.I, INOYA

They thought they would go till Brest-Litovsk

and surrender there to the officers of the Sovi
army. they decided to break through with the

guns in their hands, bad luck wanted it thet th&g

=
=
=

ran right into a Jewish detachment. #nd in thelast

(0)

moments, when we were already free, Jewish

victims fell. the commander of the Jewish de-
tachment, zérin, lost his foot. He stood there
like israel. *his was the last bloodshed of ourse

Several partisan detachments were left in the

j fordst so that the Germans could not escape,

STATHOMV WNASNIN TYRIOWANCLSNVIO'T
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But we with one person who was a writer were

(2B R: !

sent to Minsk, because there was a parade with 1t
- the partisans of white Russia, £nd 1 and this Eg -&
« . xixt writer were given_ the privilege to be on % ‘

the central tribune together with the staff, with

the generals, with all. Yhis was one of the moég

wonderful experiences of my life., *he first de-

Jews.
tachment to march by was of the ZBWIXX of the

Minsk getto with Chaim slexandrowich at their

T ——— e —

# v head., #nd + ceuld not restrain - next to me

were all the generals, - so 1 shouted Chaim}

All of them turned round to look

A small part survived., And

.,

80 the moment for us came %0 count how many

of us were left. 411 the partisans who were

1 killed were buried in the fields around Minsk.

"0 a parade went wout to the fields. and we to

a large number of the people of the one time

- - getto and took .upon ourselves to count how many

" survived. ''here were 5,200 Jewish partisans of

the Minsk getto. rogether the number of those

W LSOVOOTCH '§'0 FHL A0 SONIATOH AHL W

who went out in an organised way to the partis

e

~ not counting those on the Aryian side,whom weCJ

Y
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| -f é
» could not count - was 10,000 Jews. Yhere was :
) ° no precedent in Jewish history, 4nd that was in
S ’ mi#sk. *his did not happen in “ilna, where-a 76%*
f ) » parfisan commander, alfriend of mine, told me tha ;
|‘ *

i : (unclear. )

Q: Yes.
4: But there there was another question, 1 ghould

; . ‘not talk about it. with us it was such a stand
| .

because of previous experience of the civil war,

when aEwix Jews organised special military groups,

of Berel borochov, when the Bundist leader Bro- t’

nislav Urosse lead whole groups of Jews in fight fl)

i
£
i
i
i
|

agains the bandits. this was experience. Like

;q‘m«“
4orin, the people were once rartisans, Thus we Tﬂ:
; : 1=y

already had experience. This was not the case in

c
w

]
i
I
P

i
’

Yilna and Bialystok. We never raised the geestion

of an uprisbng.'"e knew there.were two things to

do: rescue, and pushing out the Germans. We‘did
those two things.
Q: Yes,

i
i
i
v

A: And this is in short form the story of the only :

{
i

o=
Q
=
Q
@
>
c
19 /]
-
=
=
=
Q

ghetto of Soviet Jews, :

Q: les, you are right. les, But I have a guestion,

H

1

f
i.
3
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A: Please, v
‘Q: Yes, you said that you saw yourself when ‘the
. _ : _ German Jews with.... - re
_ \ A: dressed in black.... ' )
. . .
A ) Q: ...clothes..,.black clothes and hats. How... '
les, how they went in the gas vans....
4A: they did not knowl...
Q: You saw it?
A: 1 saw how they were led in. How the Jewish... :
Q: But how was it possible for you to see,..? §
) A: I was on the roof. I saw the whole area around
“ from the attic window. %
Q: How many cars were there?

L

I could not see that. There was a long line of

them. Sut not how many. I only saw the Jewish

l
g
‘

police take.....They went

And I saw how they were taken by the arm and

helped in, he police helped them in. It was

all in perfect order as if they were going on

.& trip, & regular trip. And we did not mzitx know

"ISOVIOTOH 'ST] THE #f

until the Jew, the German Jew came, a doctor who
had saved himself, Till them we did not know

what heppened to them. We thought they were led

to Duschenska like the Jews pf'Minsk...of linsk

“
SHATHOHV WIASNI "
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like our own, the Minsk Jews,

Q: Yes, that was unbelievable.

A: A lot of things during the time of the German

occupation were unbelievable.
Q: Yes, hat is true, -

A: If there is a good ending, everything is good.

Smolar 9

- Qt Yes. And my last question: what do you think to
day. Do ybu still believe that communism is the
solution to the Jewish question?

A: I wrote about this., In the 20's there was an

O SONIA'TOH FHL NOdd dad0Ndodadad

Lod

alternative, the soviet one, which aimed to solve

the Jewish problem. This alternative does not Egg

exist any more. There is one alternative and thaﬂﬂ;

is the existence of the JYewish state, & Jewish

national state. Therefore I, & man who has been

® in }he rows of the communist movement for 50

< years, have decided that a revolutionary is one
who can recognize failure. It has been killed.
But it was not us who failed, we have been

. ''here was a concept which I wrote

about in my bood that has appeared in Hebrew an

in *iddish. the concept was finished with in

SAATHOUY WAASNI TYIRIOWAN LSNVOOTOH 'S
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A:

Az

" that time when I came to the getto I did not

1927. feople don't know about it, They think it
happened in the 40's, 4 write about it iq detai
there is no more & possiblity of solving the
Jewish problem anyway but through the national
sovereign state.vl had enough courage to admit
this., 1 did not go to America, 1 could have
stayed in Paris. I wanted to be together with
my Jews, with whom 1 also went into the communi
movement. Yherefore 1 went to lsrael.‘

1 was in Paris in a very bad state. 1 did not
wrtie about it. L only tell you it was a very
bad state. My son begged me: stay with me. ve

will hal}p you. *ut L want to be there even in

 SONITOH- FHL AOMA AADQAONIIA ... e

my worst moments. L ceannot live without a
Jéwish surrounding.

Without....?

*
&
=

%jthout a Jewish surroundigng. Cannot. This

was my whole life long. ‘hié was my position
in the last wap when L did not escape. “s sson
as"l came to Minsk, 1 met a russian friend who.

offered me to go with him to his vihlage to savge

ISAvVOOTOH S

myself. 1t posed the problem of personal rescue.m

Yes, yes.

I wanted to be together with my brothers. At

OWAN
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Order of the Ked Star.

«soited Star...

This is the highest? Eg
: Th&s is the first'and not the highest Soviet &ql

‘decoration. ‘that is the Lenin Order. But the §§

* was created im during Lenin's life in the civil

: Ah, one who knows. OH...i don't know what to do

what would happen., I knew nothing whatsoever, 1
did not undepstand because no one of us had been

in the gettol And I told....

together we found
a solukion.

Yes. Could 1 see you decorations?

with them. The iﬁ%%%g decoration is a‘Soviet one.
1t is given only to someone who had distinguished
himslef in battle. he others don 't get it. YThis

is the Urder of the Red Star. 1 have....

SN

Lenin order was established after Stalin. 4And thiQ::

war. That is a battle decoration. i got it....

One minute.

SAAIHOUV WNASNIN TVIHOWAIW 1SNVI0T10

that giges one big privileges in the Soviet Unioné

Une can sit up in front in the tvains, one can
y different ones, vthat is-the

Order of the xed Star. '

Ordér of the ned Star.

The second one is with Stalin., Whoever does not

know. . .

Stalin?

with Stalin. Should i show itv Show it

!
E
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Qs Yes, of course,
A: Yes, yes, yes. ~ut that...one will laugh of me.

Q: No.vuever. No one will laugh.

. At fThe.. . All.....
Q: Fantastic. what,..what is this?
A:‘That is the partisan decoration first class. Tha
is for the vicgory over Hitler Germang. Yhat
is for big achievement, work in the time of the

war.

Q: Ru...hussian,...?
A: Russian. ‘that is Stalinil

e Q: Stalin.

A: That is Stalin. we in the forest were told: this

SONITTOH FTHE WO ¢FNGOUdITT

is the first time that Stalin, the modest Stalin

has given permission to have his pxx portrait
put on & medal, 6nly for the partisans, This is
what we were told. Mext....

Qs Next,

A: wext. Ywice the partisan cross.
% . Qs AlBo Hussian?
LN : A: No, That is Polish.
4: Polish.
A: Twice.

Q: ‘wice,

ONWHN LSNVOOTOH'S'N AHLFO

A: that is the Ufficer's cuross.

@: Polish?

A: Polish,

Q: %what egactly is it?
" A: Officer's Cross.

Q: Ufficers....

SHATHOYUV WAASNN "TVI
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As Ufficers gaxm Cross. Polonis,...
Q: Aha-

a: Yes.?ﬁgseian is still here. ( unclear )

FONAOULTA

That is the Hussiane...No, that is rolish. 'ha
is aiso a Battle Cross.

Q: battle.

A: Battle Cross. That is forest.

¢t Ah.... .

A: The vrumwald uross. That is a special battle

decoration. rhat is.,..the Labour Xakg rlag.

4: Labour rlag?

A; For this decoration one gets a large pension

SONIA'TOH JHL NO¥A d

retirement pay. 25% o What i get,..

_,‘!EH.. N oy

4: in lsrael you are without pension.
A: I am in lsrael, But they sent me a person to
convince me to leave. I would recieve 100 doll

in raris every month. = pension. After 50 year

'S’ AL A0

i)
e gy L evats i

of work I deserve something, And- others,...ly
son in Paris has a son, 1 will give him my
toip. |

Qs Wh‘y?

4: But there are rights of sons...which go from
father to son, and on only....for thése decora
tions. *he others have to be put in the grave.

{

R: fhen did you leave Po...roland? i

A: 19....in pecember 1970. I could not....1 d4id n§§3

TVIIOINAN LSNAVDOT0

get the permission. Gomulka said: you will nevé%

leave roland. but it was poisible via paris.

*he representative of Gomulka was in raris, an

SHATHOHMY WNA
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for me. 1 had my rolish passport, and when 1

the wix writers, the raris writers...the Ca...

the Catholic writers.... How is it called? I
have the document. Yhey wrote me that 1 have to
come to Paris to write an anthologye of Jewish

poetry in irench. And this man came to Warsaw

and said: You cannot refuse it. And Mo .

You know who Mo .is?

Yes.

Mo said: Smolar will not come back. He was

against i%, but Yomulka's man said: We....we
have to agree. . did not come back. Put the

Prefecture in raris also made things difficult

had the permission to go to Israel, they

« And five minutes,..when | was
about to go, & policeman said to me: come back.
4nd they told me: you have no right to go....
you have to go east. So the ' Yewish agency, the
israely representatives prepéred a document for
m; and + could leave, And with a studgnt before
and a studen behind me, we | < .

How does one say it? in order to get away fast.

4nd the Frrench policeman yelled: what is going

on there? And mechanically he.put the stamp in,
And that way L got to israel, very illegally.

Yes,



