
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:00,852

2
00:00:00,852 --> 00:00:19,800
film slating)

3
00:00:19,800 --> 00:00:22,990
Mr. Minister, I would like
to explain to you something.

4
00:00:22,990 --> 00:00:28,960
One of the main
characters of this film,

5
00:00:28,960 --> 00:00:32,250
one of the main protagonist, in
spite of the fact that I never

6
00:00:32,250 --> 00:00:33,540
met him.

7
00:00:33,540 --> 00:00:38,400
And that he's dad is
Rabbi Weissmandel.

8
00:00:38,400 --> 00:00:40,960

9
00:00:40,960 --> 00:00:45,630
And I could explain to you why,
but I know that you met him,

10
00:00:45,630 --> 00:00:52,560
I would like to know in which
circumstances, in which purpose

11
00:00:52,560 --> 00:00:54,780
and what was your
impression of the man?

12
00:00:54,780 --> 00:00:59,160
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13
00:00:59,160 --> 00:01:08,700
We came across, during
the trial of the document,

14
00:01:08,700 --> 00:01:15,180
most appalling, heart tearing.

15
00:01:15,180 --> 00:01:27,060
The outcry from the depth
of death to the free world,

16
00:01:27,060 --> 00:01:32,480
ending with the accusation, you
are madmen, you are murderers.

17
00:01:32,480 --> 00:01:35,520

18
00:01:35,520 --> 00:01:41,920
You view it, you are
silent, you do nothing

19
00:01:41,920 --> 00:01:47,230
when we are being led to death
by hundreds of thousands,

20
00:01:47,230 --> 00:01:47,815
by millions.

21
00:01:47,815 --> 00:01:51,740

22
00:01:51,740 --> 00:01:56,630
And I didn't know who wrote
it, because when it was first

23
00:01:56,630 --> 00:02:03,620
presented by me to the court,
I knew it as a letter written

24
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00:02:03,620 --> 00:02:05,312
by an anonymous.

25
00:02:05,312 --> 00:02:08,509
Anonymous.

26
00:02:08,509 --> 00:02:11,960
I believe I received the
document from Joel Brand,

27
00:02:11,960 --> 00:02:12,740
from his archive.

28
00:02:12,740 --> 00:02:16,330

29
00:02:16,330 --> 00:02:21,490
Later during one
of the testimonies

30
00:02:21,490 --> 00:02:26,654
we found out that the writer was
Rabbi Micheal Dov Weissmandel.

31
00:02:26,654 --> 00:02:29,560

32
00:02:29,560 --> 00:02:36,400
And one couldn't but be deeply
impressed by the personality,

33
00:02:36,400 --> 00:02:45,130
by the sincerity, by the most
unique power of expression,

34
00:02:45,130 --> 00:02:48,720
by the political
wisdom and leadership.

35
00:02:48,720 --> 00:02:52,330

36
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00:02:52,330 --> 00:02:57,850
And I started to inquire,
where is the man?

37
00:02:57,850 --> 00:03:05,520
I was told that he was one of
the escapees from the death

38
00:03:05,520 --> 00:03:13,180
trains, he has jumped
from a death train,

39
00:03:13,180 --> 00:03:17,470
while his family did
not manage to escape.

40
00:03:17,470 --> 00:03:19,570
His wife and a good
number of children.

41
00:03:19,570 --> 00:03:23,100

42
00:03:23,100 --> 00:03:26,640
I was further told
that for a long while

43
00:03:26,640 --> 00:03:32,610
he stayed in Switzerland, and
later he moved to Mount Kisco,

44
00:03:32,610 --> 00:03:35,640
in New York.

45
00:03:35,640 --> 00:03:37,890
New York State.

46
00:03:37,890 --> 00:03:46,400
Where led a yeshiva with a good
number of rabbinical students.

47
00:03:46,400 --> 00:03:49,070
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48
00:03:49,070 --> 00:03:54,380
He was described to me as a man
who was crying for years, day

49
00:03:54,380 --> 00:03:55,490
and night.

50
00:03:55,490 --> 00:03:58,700
Never being in a position
to recover himself

51
00:03:58,700 --> 00:04:01,925
from the general tragedy
and personal tragedy.

52
00:04:01,925 --> 00:04:04,970

53
00:04:04,970 --> 00:04:09,810
And I've decided to try and
meet him and get information

54
00:04:09,810 --> 00:04:10,310
from him.

55
00:04:10,310 --> 00:04:13,430

56
00:04:13,430 --> 00:04:21,209
And I did it in January 1956.

57
00:04:21,209 --> 00:04:24,460
If you are interested in
the facts I can continue.

58
00:04:24,460 --> 00:04:25,980
I am interested.

59
00:04:25,980 --> 00:04:28,260
This means that you
went to America?
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60
00:04:28,260 --> 00:04:29,255
I went to America--

61
00:04:29,255 --> 00:04:30,810
To Mount Kisco?

62
00:04:30,810 --> 00:04:34,060
To Mount Kisco.

63
00:04:34,060 --> 00:04:41,160
And I asked, and I needed a lot
of intervention and influence

64
00:04:41,160 --> 00:04:42,750
of people to meet him.

65
00:04:42,750 --> 00:04:45,960

66
00:04:45,960 --> 00:04:55,650
And he met people only at
night, and I was brought to him

67
00:04:55,650 --> 00:05:03,630
in a very chilly night, in the
midst of January, a snow night,

68
00:05:03,630 --> 00:05:06,390
2:00 or 3:00 in the morning.

69
00:05:06,390 --> 00:05:07,800
So late?

70
00:05:07,800 --> 00:05:09,750
Yes.

71
00:05:09,750 --> 00:05:15,180
And when I came into the
room he knew the purpose,

72
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00:05:15,180 --> 00:05:19,320
he knew of the trial,
the Kasztner trial.

73
00:05:19,320 --> 00:05:24,720
He knew my role, he knew I
was searching for the facts,

74
00:05:24,720 --> 00:05:28,515
but he was very much against
the whole Zionist process.

75
00:05:28,515 --> 00:05:32,220

76
00:05:32,220 --> 00:05:36,180
And in principle he
wouldn't cooperate

77
00:05:36,180 --> 00:05:37,545
with anything Zionist.

78
00:05:37,545 --> 00:05:41,150

79
00:05:41,150 --> 00:05:45,950
And it was very astonishing
at the beginning

80
00:05:45,950 --> 00:05:54,650
to enter the room, see the
man, a very impressive man

81
00:05:54,650 --> 00:05:57,605
deep in sadness and thoughts.

82
00:05:57,605 --> 00:06:00,970

83
00:06:00,970 --> 00:06:06,070
And I came and I introduced
myself and he says, welcome.
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84
00:06:06,070 --> 00:06:14,580
I wasn't offered a seat
because I came from over there,

85
00:06:14,580 --> 00:06:15,540
from the wrong place--

86
00:06:15,540 --> 00:06:16,290
From Zion.

87
00:06:16,290 --> 00:06:17,670
--From the wrong people.

88
00:06:17,670 --> 00:06:21,330
Not from the wrong place, but
from the wrong people, not

89
00:06:21,330 --> 00:06:22,350
people, but regime.

90
00:06:22,350 --> 00:06:25,760

91
00:06:25,760 --> 00:06:29,070
I wasn't offered a cup of
tea, and I was sick then,

92
00:06:29,070 --> 00:06:34,980
and my throat was
in poor condition.

93
00:06:34,980 --> 00:06:42,730
And he started to ask me
very simple questions.

94
00:06:42,730 --> 00:06:44,880
What do I want?

95
00:06:44,880 --> 00:06:48,420
And I said I want
material, documents,
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96
00:06:48,420 --> 00:06:53,430
facts for the continuation
of the truth revealing trial.

97
00:06:53,430 --> 00:06:56,490

98
00:06:56,490 --> 00:06:59,685
And he said, I will not
help a Zionist court.

99
00:06:59,685 --> 00:07:02,195

100
00:07:02,195 --> 00:07:05,250
I shall not cooperate
with the Zionist court,

101
00:07:05,250 --> 00:07:06,405
with anything Zionist.

102
00:07:06,405 --> 00:07:10,090

103
00:07:10,090 --> 00:07:14,170
I told him this is the only
court which found the truth.

104
00:07:14,170 --> 00:07:17,460

105
00:07:17,460 --> 00:07:21,030
He stuck to his attitude.

106
00:07:21,030 --> 00:07:22,950
The trial was already finished?

107
00:07:22,950 --> 00:07:30,870
It was, No, a good part
of it was over, the 56--

108
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00:07:30,870 --> 00:07:33,930
actually the judgment
was already there,

109
00:07:33,930 --> 00:07:38,580
but other trials, civil cases
developed, and their appeal

110
00:07:38,580 --> 00:07:39,610
was still pending.

111
00:07:39,610 --> 00:07:40,110
Yes.

112
00:07:40,110 --> 00:07:43,060

113
00:07:43,060 --> 00:07:45,520
And Kasztner was alive?

114
00:07:45,520 --> 00:07:49,620
And Kasztner in '56
January, Kasztner was alive.

115
00:07:49,620 --> 00:07:53,830

116
00:07:53,830 --> 00:07:58,540
Eventually after a few
questions and answers

117
00:07:58,540 --> 00:08:03,700
I was offered a seat,
and the conversation

118
00:08:03,700 --> 00:08:04,645
started to develop.

119
00:08:04,645 --> 00:08:08,170

120
00:08:08,170 --> 00:08:13,510
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And I regained my voice and
I started to be aggressive.

121
00:08:13,510 --> 00:08:17,110
I said, if you are really
interested in the facts,

122
00:08:17,110 --> 00:08:22,030
we are all blood and flesh
and you are not too young,

123
00:08:22,030 --> 00:08:27,910
this is the last opportunity
to expose and reveal

124
00:08:27,910 --> 00:08:36,260
the facts through
any tribunal, and you

125
00:08:36,260 --> 00:08:39,350
have to do this service to the
truth and to the Jewish people.

126
00:08:39,350 --> 00:08:44,860

127
00:08:44,860 --> 00:08:48,670
Apparently he was
studying me, trying

128
00:08:48,670 --> 00:08:54,700
to find out what are my real
motives before he'll talk.

129
00:08:54,700 --> 00:08:59,590
And he started to open up, and
after half an hour he said,

130
00:08:59,590 --> 00:09:02,170
would you have some tea?

131
00:09:02,170 --> 00:09:04,360
And still later I was
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offered even fish.

132
00:09:04,360 --> 00:09:07,270

133
00:09:07,270 --> 00:09:14,340
But the serious thing was
that I talked more than him

134
00:09:14,340 --> 00:09:20,990
in the beginning, until he
said, you know something,

135
00:09:20,990 --> 00:09:22,165
I'll ask you a question.

136
00:09:22,165 --> 00:09:26,700

137
00:09:26,700 --> 00:09:33,650
And he started to talk and
the question was very long,

138
00:09:33,650 --> 00:09:37,280
and he started to tell me facts.

139
00:09:37,280 --> 00:09:42,710
And after 30 minutes of
facts revealing a story,

140
00:09:42,710 --> 00:09:44,776
he said, and now the
question therefore

141
00:09:44,776 --> 00:09:52,730
is, which was apparently a
way to justify his cooperation

142
00:09:52,730 --> 00:09:59,600
with the Zionist court, by
not just telling me facts,

143
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00:09:59,600 --> 00:10:01,190
but ending up with a question.

144
00:10:01,190 --> 00:10:04,640

145
00:10:04,640 --> 00:10:08,060
I say he's cooperating
because in the beginning

146
00:10:08,060 --> 00:10:10,610
he said I said,
I came to ask you

147
00:10:10,610 --> 00:10:16,860
to come to Jerusalem to testify,
and this he refused totally.

148
00:10:16,860 --> 00:10:19,940
But then you started to give
me facts, and giving me facts

149
00:10:19,940 --> 00:10:21,620
was also cooperation for him.

150
00:10:21,620 --> 00:10:24,350

151
00:10:24,350 --> 00:10:26,990
In the middle of
his question I said,

152
00:10:26,990 --> 00:10:32,160
may I take notes
from your question?

153
00:10:32,160 --> 00:10:35,270
He said, later.

154
00:10:35,270 --> 00:10:37,910
And then he allowed me to
take a pencil and paper
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155
00:10:37,910 --> 00:10:38,795
and I start writing.

156
00:10:38,795 --> 00:10:41,300

157
00:10:41,300 --> 00:10:48,500
And we sat for, I think
close to the morning hours,

158
00:10:48,500 --> 00:10:49,400
and I took notes.

159
00:10:49,400 --> 00:10:53,090

160
00:10:53,090 --> 00:11:00,710
And after two hours I think he
said, I'll show you something.

161
00:11:00,710 --> 00:11:09,542
And he started to bring about,
not this single letter outcry--

162
00:11:09,542 --> 00:11:10,470
We lost reel reel.

163
00:11:10,470 --> 00:11:15,980

164
00:11:15,980 --> 00:11:24,660
(film slating)

165
00:11:24,660 --> 00:11:29,892
I will tell you when you go,
but don't look at the camera,

166
00:11:29,892 --> 00:11:30,600
look at the book.

167
00:11:30,600 --> 00:11:35,985
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168
00:11:35,985 --> 00:11:36,485
OK.

169
00:11:36,485 --> 00:11:39,500

170
00:11:39,500 --> 00:11:45,200
So not only the single
outcry, extremely strong one,

171
00:11:45,200 --> 00:11:47,000
but additional ones.

172
00:11:47,000 --> 00:11:49,500
More and more of them.

173
00:11:49,500 --> 00:11:52,190
Letters, dispatches,
messages which

174
00:11:52,190 --> 00:11:56,010
he sent from the underground
to the free world.

175
00:11:56,010 --> 00:11:58,850

176
00:11:58,850 --> 00:12:01,360
And--

177
00:12:01,360 --> 00:12:05,920
Does he send them in
Istanbul, in Switzerland?

178
00:12:05,920 --> 00:12:10,030
It was meant to arrived in
England and the United States.

179
00:12:10,030 --> 00:12:17,900
And together they combined
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facts and atmosphere.

180
00:12:17,900 --> 00:12:22,120
and these where a original,
original documents

181
00:12:22,120 --> 00:12:26,380
from the time of the
actual slaughter,

182
00:12:26,380 --> 00:12:29,050
and as far as
testimony is concerned,

183
00:12:29,050 --> 00:12:32,020
it was extremely
important for me.

184
00:12:32,020 --> 00:12:36,700
Eventually, years
later, it was published

185
00:12:36,700 --> 00:12:40,150
in a book, Min HaMeitzer.

186
00:12:40,150 --> 00:12:45,020
A book which he didn't
manage to edit properly,

187
00:12:45,020 --> 00:12:48,970
and he was worried that he
won't have time to do so.

188
00:12:48,970 --> 00:12:51,940
Anyway, he showed
me the letters,

189
00:12:51,940 --> 00:12:55,810
and I asked him to give them to
me so that I can produce them

190
00:12:55,810 --> 00:12:58,540
as documents in court.
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191
00:12:58,540 --> 00:13:01,360
He refused, he said you
won't get it from me,

192
00:13:01,360 --> 00:13:06,160
I want to cooperate
with a Zionist court.

193
00:13:06,160 --> 00:13:08,830
Maybe you'll get it
some day, someway,

194
00:13:08,830 --> 00:13:10,030
I shall not give it to you.

195
00:13:10,030 --> 00:13:12,960

196
00:13:12,960 --> 00:13:21,120
And this was bringing
us to the morning hours,

197
00:13:21,120 --> 00:13:24,591
I gather the information
that they did,

198
00:13:24,591 --> 00:13:33,920
he has developed his philosophy,
how it all came about,

199
00:13:33,920 --> 00:13:40,450
who were the
responsible factors,

200
00:13:40,450 --> 00:13:45,580
and he has agreed to see
me again in his office

201
00:13:45,580 --> 00:13:52,060
somewhere else, not in the
Yeshiva and the apartment.
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202
00:13:52,060 --> 00:13:54,550
And we met a few days later.

203
00:13:54,550 --> 00:13:56,770
In Williamsburg?

204
00:13:56,770 --> 00:13:59,440
I guess so.

205
00:13:59,440 --> 00:14:02,710
And then it wasn't
altogether another talk.

206
00:14:02,710 --> 00:14:08,260
He controlled the English
language in a beautiful way,

207
00:14:08,260 --> 00:14:15,830
he knew a lot on
issues and matters,

208
00:14:15,830 --> 00:14:20,030
and fields which had nothing
to do with rabbinical life,

209
00:14:20,030 --> 00:14:25,310
on modern life, on modern
science or modern culture.

210
00:14:25,310 --> 00:14:34,460
He knew a lot about Israel, he
challenged the Zionist thinking

211
00:14:34,460 --> 00:14:40,670
and philosophy as compared
to the religious--

212
00:14:40,670 --> 00:14:43,700
to the totally
faithful religious one,

213
00:14:43,700 --> 00:14:47,170
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as he understood it.

214
00:14:47,170 --> 00:14:50,480
And I still remember
how he said,

215
00:14:50,480 --> 00:14:55,510
the secular culture
is bringing the world

216
00:14:55,510 --> 00:15:00,950
to emptiness and to an
eventual annihilation.

217
00:15:00,950 --> 00:15:07,180
The more I heard
the men the more

218
00:15:07,180 --> 00:15:11,050
I developed an
admiration for him,

219
00:15:11,050 --> 00:15:16,190
although we were from
very different worlds.

220
00:15:16,190 --> 00:15:22,360
And my respect for him,
which was attached originally

221
00:15:22,360 --> 00:15:28,500
to that single document,
became much wider and deeper.

222
00:15:28,500 --> 00:15:33,990
We had additional few
contacts, not only during

223
00:15:33,990 --> 00:15:36,870
that visit to America.

224
00:15:36,870 --> 00:15:39,990
An interesting episode which
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had to do with this visit

225
00:15:39,990 --> 00:15:51,160
was that three hours before
I left the United States,

226
00:15:51,160 --> 00:15:56,170
after a combination
of coincidence

227
00:15:56,170 --> 00:16:00,550
I was handed over copies
of all the documents, which

228
00:16:00,550 --> 00:16:06,920
I have seen in his
home, by another Rabbi.

229
00:16:06,920 --> 00:16:09,920
Which on the face of
it could have nothing

230
00:16:09,920 --> 00:16:11,630
to do with Rabbi Weissmandel.

231
00:16:11,630 --> 00:16:14,930

232
00:16:14,930 --> 00:16:19,220
Still I believe till
this the very day,

233
00:16:19,220 --> 00:16:23,870
that he found a way to
give me the documents

234
00:16:23,870 --> 00:16:30,950
and to allow himself, in one
way or another of justification,

235
00:16:30,950 --> 00:16:36,590
to give it to me in trust,
because he apparently decided
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236
00:16:36,590 --> 00:16:39,650
that my motives were pure.

237
00:16:39,650 --> 00:16:43,500
And I had the documents,
I still have them.

238
00:16:43,500 --> 00:16:45,460
Eventually I saw
them in this book.

239
00:16:45,460 --> 00:16:48,020

240
00:16:48,020 --> 00:16:52,520
I couldn't forget
the outcry which

241
00:16:52,520 --> 00:16:59,720
was sent to the free world
in the very beginning

242
00:16:59,720 --> 00:17:06,819
of the dispatch of Jews
from Hungary to Auschwitz.

243
00:17:06,819 --> 00:17:12,359
It was written on May 15, 1944.

244
00:17:12,359 --> 00:17:15,940
The cover was in a cave near
Lublin, it wasn't there,

245
00:17:15,940 --> 00:17:21,339
it was from somewhere in
the heart of Slovakia.

246
00:17:21,339 --> 00:17:21,980
Slovakia.

247
00:17:21,980 --> 00:17:23,530
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Yes.

248
00:17:23,530 --> 00:17:26,619
And I won't read
it to you in all,

249
00:17:26,619 --> 00:17:33,880
but he describes
very meticulously,

250
00:17:33,880 --> 00:17:40,600
almost in a scientific
way, how every day

251
00:17:40,600 --> 00:17:47,980
12,000 Jews are being put into
the trains, led to Auschwitz,

252
00:17:47,980 --> 00:17:55,470
cheated brought in to the
gas chambers, put to death

253
00:17:55,470 --> 00:17:56,685
and eventually burned.

254
00:17:56,685 --> 00:17:59,370

255
00:17:59,370 --> 00:18:06,750
And then he continues with his
demands and his accusations.

256
00:18:06,750 --> 00:18:10,740
And you our brothers
in Palestine,

257
00:18:10,740 --> 00:18:13,410
in all the countries of freedom.

258
00:18:13,410 --> 00:18:16,710
And you ministers
of all kingdom,
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259
00:18:16,710 --> 00:18:21,360
how do you keep silent in the
face of this great murder?

260
00:18:21,360 --> 00:18:24,580
Silent while thousands
and thousands,

261
00:18:24,580 --> 00:18:29,100
reaching now to six
million Jews were murdered,

262
00:18:29,100 --> 00:18:32,280
and silent now while
tens of thousands

263
00:18:32,280 --> 00:18:36,270
are being murdered and
waiting to be murdered.

264
00:18:36,270 --> 00:18:39,930
Their destroyed hearts
cry to you for help

265
00:18:39,930 --> 00:18:45,010
as they bewail your
cruelty, brutal you are,

266
00:18:45,010 --> 00:18:50,070
and murderers too you are,
because of the cold bloodedness

267
00:18:50,070 --> 00:18:53,950
of silence in which you watch.

268
00:18:53,950 --> 00:18:58,360
Because you sit with folded
arms and you do nothing,

269
00:18:58,360 --> 00:19:01,240
though you could stop or
delay the murder of Jews
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270
00:19:01,240 --> 00:19:03,430
at this very hour.

271
00:19:03,430 --> 00:19:06,730
In the name of the blood
of thousands of thousands

272
00:19:06,730 --> 00:19:08,710
who have been
murdered we beg, we

273
00:19:08,710 --> 00:19:13,690
plead, we cry out and
demand that you take action,

274
00:19:13,690 --> 00:19:17,830
that you do deeds now at once.

275
00:19:17,830 --> 00:19:21,550
That the minister of
kingdoms and all the lands

276
00:19:21,550 --> 00:19:25,780
raise loud and piercing
outcry, and that

277
00:19:25,780 --> 00:19:28,600
must enter the
ears of the world,

278
00:19:28,600 --> 00:19:31,270
the ears of the German
people, the ears

279
00:19:31,270 --> 00:19:35,770
of the Hungarian people,
let them cry out a warning

280
00:19:35,770 --> 00:19:37,900
to the German murderers.

281
00:19:37,900 --> 00:19:40,060
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Let them proclaim
that they know all

282
00:19:40,060 --> 00:19:42,250
that has been done
in the past, and that

283
00:19:42,250 --> 00:19:45,550
which is still being done.

284
00:19:45,550 --> 00:19:50,860
And then he goes on and
he describes Auschwitz,

285
00:19:50,860 --> 00:19:53,860
and he demands the
bombing of Auschwitz,

286
00:19:53,860 --> 00:19:57,130
and the bombing of the
trains leading to Auschwitz,

287
00:19:57,130 --> 00:19:59,800
on the way.

288
00:19:59,800 --> 00:20:01,270
And he winds up.

289
00:20:01,270 --> 00:20:05,450
Drop all other business
to get this done.

290
00:20:05,450 --> 00:20:12,640
Remember that one day of your
idleness kills 12,000 souls.

291
00:20:12,640 --> 00:20:18,070
You, our brothers, sons
of Israel are you insane?

292
00:20:18,070 --> 00:20:21,250
Don't you know the
hell around us?
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293
00:20:21,250 --> 00:20:24,490
For whom are you
saving your money?

294
00:20:24,490 --> 00:20:27,430
How is it that all
our pleadings affect

295
00:20:27,430 --> 00:20:30,880
you less than the whimperings
of a beggar standing

296
00:20:30,880 --> 00:20:33,040
in your doorway?

297
00:20:33,040 --> 00:20:36,400
Murderers, madman.

298
00:20:36,400 --> 00:20:39,040
Who is that gives charity?

299
00:20:39,040 --> 00:20:42,670
You who toss a few pennies
from your safe homes

300
00:20:42,670 --> 00:20:47,350
or we who give our blood
in the depth of hell?

301
00:20:47,350 --> 00:20:51,820
There is only one thing that
may be said in your exoneration,

302
00:20:51,820 --> 00:20:55,930
that you do not know the
truth, this is possible,

303
00:20:55,930 --> 00:20:59,650
the villain does his job
so shrewdly that only a few

304
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00:20:59,650 --> 00:21:01,690
guess the truth.

305
00:21:01,690 --> 00:21:04,930
We have told you the
truth several times,

306
00:21:04,930 --> 00:21:07,750
is it possible that you
believe our murderers

307
00:21:07,750 --> 00:21:10,180
more than you believe us?

308
00:21:10,180 --> 00:21:13,600
May God open your eyes
and give your heart

309
00:21:13,600 --> 00:21:17,530
to rescue in these last
hours of remainder.

310
00:21:17,530 --> 00:21:20,830
Most important, he
repeats, is that

311
00:21:20,830 --> 00:21:25,000
which I write about the bombing
of Auschwitz crematoria,

312
00:21:25,000 --> 00:21:27,550
and the bridges leading to them.

313
00:21:27,550 --> 00:21:30,940
Such bombing can vitally
delay the evil work

314
00:21:30,940 --> 00:21:35,630
of our slaughterers,
and God who keeps

315
00:21:35,630 --> 00:21:38,440
alive to last remnants
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of Israel will show

316
00:21:38,440 --> 00:21:41,380
his mercy, for which I pray.

317
00:21:41,380 --> 00:21:45,100
I pray as I write out
of the sea of tears

318
00:21:45,100 --> 00:21:49,240
of the people of Israel,
we wait for God's help.

319
00:21:49,240 --> 00:21:52,300
One from the market
who witnesses

320
00:21:52,300 --> 00:21:53,680
the woes of his people.

321
00:21:53,680 --> 00:21:58,900

322
00:21:58,900 --> 00:22:02,080
I had a telephone call
with Rabbi Weissmandel,

323
00:22:02,080 --> 00:22:02,935
on another visit.

324
00:22:02,935 --> 00:22:05,890

325
00:22:05,890 --> 00:22:10,680
And he gave me
directly a few tips

326
00:22:10,680 --> 00:22:15,390
as to how to go about
the trial, and one day I

327
00:22:15,390 --> 00:22:18,000
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heard that he passed away.

328
00:22:18,000 --> 00:22:19,245
And I recall the picture--

329
00:22:19,245 --> 00:22:26,460

330
00:22:26,460 --> 00:22:30,560
(film slating)

331
00:22:30,560 --> 00:22:34,685
And one day I heard that he
passed away, heart failure.

332
00:22:34,685 --> 00:22:37,460

333
00:22:37,460 --> 00:22:42,680
And I recalled that midst
of the January night,

334
00:22:42,680 --> 00:22:47,600
the snow, that dozens,
perhaps hundreds

335
00:22:47,600 --> 00:22:54,020
of students pale, Meagre,
praying and studying

336
00:22:54,020 --> 00:22:56,840
in the middle of the night.

337
00:22:56,840 --> 00:23:05,310
And he's seated
among his admirers,

338
00:23:05,310 --> 00:23:14,310
thinking, mourning with a lot
of strength, spiritual strength,

339
00:23:14,310 --> 00:23:15,660
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still prevailing.

340
00:23:15,660 --> 00:23:18,400

341
00:23:18,400 --> 00:23:28,200
But with all this sadness and
despair in his expression.

342
00:23:28,200 --> 00:23:31,660
Did he talk with you or did you
talk with him about Kasztner,

343
00:23:31,660 --> 00:23:34,080
specifically?

344
00:23:34,080 --> 00:23:36,780
Yes.

345
00:23:36,780 --> 00:23:40,566
And he had his opinion.

346
00:23:40,566 --> 00:23:42,360
And I would like
to know what did

347
00:23:42,360 --> 00:23:49,740
you think, not only of Kasztner
but of the achievements

348
00:23:49,740 --> 00:23:53,710
of Kasztner, if he said it.

349
00:23:53,710 --> 00:23:58,510

350
00:23:58,510 --> 00:23:59,935
He was critical of Kasztner.

351
00:23:59,935 --> 00:24:02,560

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



352
00:24:02,560 --> 00:24:08,020
Although Rabbi Weissmandel
and a few people

353
00:24:08,020 --> 00:24:15,610
were led to the Swiss
border in an operation

354
00:24:15,610 --> 00:24:17,740
in which Kasztner was involved--

355
00:24:17,740 --> 00:24:22,510
I know, that's the moment the
Russians entered Slovakia.

356
00:24:22,510 --> 00:24:24,460
That's right.

357
00:24:24,460 --> 00:24:27,790
And he was led to
the Swiss border

358
00:24:27,790 --> 00:24:32,010
with Hermann Krumey, the
number two man after Eichmann.

359
00:24:32,010 --> 00:24:34,570
Yes.

360
00:24:34,570 --> 00:24:40,000
I knew why the
cooperation was organized

361
00:24:40,000 --> 00:24:43,420
by Krumey and Kasztner,
It was an attempt

362
00:24:43,420 --> 00:24:49,240
to save Krumey, and make
him cross the border.

363
00:24:49,240 --> 00:24:54,220

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



And Rabbi Weissmandel,
and the few Jews with him

364
00:24:54,220 --> 00:24:58,540
were the pretext.

365
00:24:58,540 --> 00:25:00,510
They were 23 I think.

366
00:25:00,510 --> 00:25:01,900
I think so.

367
00:25:01,900 --> 00:25:10,360
And I've interrogated Kasztner
a lot about this operation.

368
00:25:10,360 --> 00:25:15,010
And if you allow me I'll
come to it a bit later.

369
00:25:15,010 --> 00:25:18,370
But still coming back
to Rabbi Weissmandel,

370
00:25:18,370 --> 00:25:19,975
he was critical of Kasztner.

371
00:25:19,975 --> 00:25:22,630

372
00:25:22,630 --> 00:25:30,790
But he viewed the Kasztner
operation very much differently

373
00:25:30,790 --> 00:25:31,780
from mine.

374
00:25:31,780 --> 00:25:36,460
Yes, this is the
reason why I ask you.

375
00:25:36,460 --> 00:25:39,040
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I thought that what
happened to Kasztner

376
00:25:39,040 --> 00:25:44,320
was basically
psychological, I thought

377
00:25:44,320 --> 00:25:48,940
that the man who started as
a young, active, dynamic,

378
00:25:48,940 --> 00:25:57,210
Zionist, socialist
with good intentions

379
00:25:57,210 --> 00:26:02,490
under the German Nazi
pressure, gradually

380
00:26:02,490 --> 00:26:10,280
developed a fantastic
egomaniac attitude.

381
00:26:10,280 --> 00:26:14,900
And gradually was overtaken
by the so-called power

382
00:26:14,900 --> 00:26:21,410
vested in him, until he
forgot where he belonged.

383
00:26:21,410 --> 00:26:26,900
And I suggested to the
court that his soul

384
00:26:26,900 --> 00:26:35,320
was burned in Auschwitz, until
he became a fully fledged

385
00:26:35,320 --> 00:26:39,120
collaborator with the Nazis.

386
00:26:39,120 --> 00:26:42,990
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He was a victim, the
most dangerous victim.

387
00:26:42,990 --> 00:26:46,800
I see it's a beautiful
formula, the dangerous victim.

388
00:26:46,800 --> 00:26:51,630
But rabbi Weissmandel
told me, you

389
00:26:51,630 --> 00:26:59,700
are involved in too much
psychology, look for the money.

390
00:26:59,700 --> 00:27:05,970
And he repeated it, be
much more down to earth,

391
00:27:05,970 --> 00:27:07,140
look for the money.

392
00:27:07,140 --> 00:27:09,720

393
00:27:09,720 --> 00:27:14,910
And I didn't agree with him
because even in the district

394
00:27:14,910 --> 00:27:18,390
court, although one of the
acquisition against Kasztner

395
00:27:18,390 --> 00:27:23,470
had to do with money, Becher
himself, money involved,

396
00:27:23,470 --> 00:27:28,140
the court didn't find
enough proof or any proof

397
00:27:28,140 --> 00:27:31,710
to justify this allegation
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and dismissed it.

398
00:27:31,710 --> 00:27:35,040
While the court said
that he did collaborate,

399
00:27:35,040 --> 00:27:37,470
the explanation
of the courts were

400
00:27:37,470 --> 00:27:42,270
similar to those which I've
presented during the trial.

401
00:27:42,270 --> 00:27:47,460
And Rabbi Weissmandel, even in
the last telephone call said,

402
00:27:47,460 --> 00:27:49,870
look for the money.

403
00:27:49,870 --> 00:27:54,240
There was a long, a very
involved story of money,

404
00:27:54,240 --> 00:27:56,730
which had to do
with Karl Becher,

405
00:27:56,730 --> 00:27:59,880
And I have no doubt that
Becher looted the Jews

406
00:27:59,880 --> 00:28:03,640
and started his
richness and he is

407
00:28:03,640 --> 00:28:05,580
the most wealthy
multimillionaire

408
00:28:05,580 --> 00:28:06,760
today in West Germany--
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409
00:28:06,760 --> 00:28:08,820
I know.

410
00:28:08,820 --> 00:28:12,270
--from Jewish property.

411
00:28:12,270 --> 00:28:21,150
But I have no facts to state
the Kasztner personally made

412
00:28:21,150 --> 00:28:22,560
any money out of it.

413
00:28:22,560 --> 00:28:24,390
I have no facts at all,
and I wouldn't say.

414
00:28:24,390 --> 00:28:26,020
But I don't think
so, personally.

415
00:28:26,020 --> 00:28:30,740
But this was the
attitude of Weissmandel,

416
00:28:30,740 --> 00:28:36,810
he uttered it in a general
way, and he repeated it.

417
00:28:36,810 --> 00:28:40,500
You're too involve in
psychological explanation--

418
00:28:40,500 --> 00:28:43,290
No, I have asked you
this question about,

419
00:28:43,290 --> 00:28:48,930
what did Weissmandel think
actually of Kasztner?

420
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00:28:48,930 --> 00:28:54,960
Because I would like to know
if he talked really about you

421
00:28:54,960 --> 00:28:57,690
or what did he say about
Kasztner, and what you

422
00:28:57,690 --> 00:28:59,850
yourself personally think today?

423
00:28:59,850 --> 00:29:03,780
Not about Kasztner, we
will come to this later on,

424
00:29:03,780 --> 00:29:07,380
but Weissmandel
was the first one

425
00:29:07,380 --> 00:29:14,280
who initiated in Slovakia, the
negotiations with the Germans

426
00:29:14,280 --> 00:29:19,140
to rescue Jews for
money, or against money.

427
00:29:19,140 --> 00:29:21,540
This was a Kasztner line.

428
00:29:21,540 --> 00:29:27,300
And Weissmandel, even
advised Kasztner,

429
00:29:27,300 --> 00:29:32,220
around the people of the
so-called Vaada in Budapest,

430
00:29:32,220 --> 00:29:34,440
to negotiate with Wisliceny.

431
00:29:34,440 --> 00:29:36,560
Wisliceny brought
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to them a letter

432
00:29:36,560 --> 00:29:39,180
from Weissmandel on
the so-called working

433
00:29:39,180 --> 00:29:41,340
group of Slovakia.

434
00:29:41,340 --> 00:29:44,610
Weissmandel, Gisi
Fleischmann one of them.

435
00:29:44,610 --> 00:29:46,030
all these people.

436
00:29:46,030 --> 00:29:49,800
And I don't think that--

437
00:29:49,800 --> 00:29:51,790
he was not against
the negotiation--

438
00:29:51,790 --> 00:29:52,290
No.

439
00:29:52,290 --> 00:29:53,915
Selling Jews for one
money, he was not.

440
00:29:53,915 --> 00:29:55,750
Did he talk with you about it?

441
00:29:55,750 --> 00:29:56,580
Yes, yes.

442
00:29:56,580 --> 00:30:03,390
He was not against, but it
was clear in our conversation

443
00:30:03,390 --> 00:30:14,000
between us, and I thought so
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then, I still maintain it.

444
00:30:14,000 --> 00:30:23,000
That it's a complete absurdity
to look from now backwards,

445
00:30:23,000 --> 00:30:29,120
or from a safe haven
to the depth of hell

446
00:30:29,120 --> 00:30:33,860
and give judgment.

447
00:30:33,860 --> 00:30:36,860
He was right here, and
he was wrong there,

448
00:30:36,860 --> 00:30:41,540
and what was the exact attitude
which had to be adopted.

449
00:30:41,540 --> 00:30:46,700
I never maintained that we
can sit so calmly and judge,

450
00:30:46,700 --> 00:30:49,580
I felt, and
apparently on this we

451
00:30:49,580 --> 00:30:58,340
have agreed, that between the
fighters against the German

452
00:30:58,340 --> 00:31:07,040
Nazis in the forests, and the
underground warriors in one

453
00:31:07,040 --> 00:31:13,850
extreme, and between the fully
fledged collaborators who

454
00:31:13,850 --> 00:31:18,320
served the Germans,
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for money for example,

455
00:31:18,320 --> 00:31:22,190
or because they were
totally identified

456
00:31:22,190 --> 00:31:24,830
with them ideological.

457
00:31:24,830 --> 00:31:29,750
There was a very wide
spectrum of people,

458
00:31:29,750 --> 00:31:32,510
extremely wide
spectrum of people,

459
00:31:32,510 --> 00:31:34,940
who took different
attitudes in the tragedy.

460
00:31:34,940 --> 00:31:36,710
Yes it is true.

461
00:31:36,710 --> 00:31:41,000
And I felt, and
we may discuss it

462
00:31:41,000 --> 00:31:48,320
when we come to Kasztner, that
Kasztner, definitely at a given

463
00:31:48,320 --> 00:31:52,610
time crossed the
demarcation line

464
00:31:52,610 --> 00:31:56,720
so extremely, in
such a far reaching

465
00:31:56,720 --> 00:32:01,670
way, that even backwards,
thinking backwards
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466
00:32:01,670 --> 00:32:06,440
and looking backwards and even
from safety today, you can say,

467
00:32:06,440 --> 00:32:09,560
Yes, he was a Nazi collaborator.

468
00:32:09,560 --> 00:32:14,300
I would be very
hesitant and I'll

469
00:32:14,300 --> 00:32:18,980
think over hundreds of
times before saying it

470
00:32:18,980 --> 00:32:23,750
on Judenrat A or
Judenrat B, and people

471
00:32:23,750 --> 00:32:26,930
who were under
agony and who have

472
00:32:26,930 --> 00:32:29,400
tried their best to save lives.

473
00:32:29,400 --> 00:32:31,580
I wouldn't have said
it about Kasztner

474
00:32:31,580 --> 00:32:34,550
in the first steps of his
activity, when he started

475
00:32:34,550 --> 00:32:39,230
to negotiate, when he met, them
when he tried to please them,

476
00:32:39,230 --> 00:32:42,360
when he wanted to gain time.

477
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00:32:42,360 --> 00:32:45,150
Who are we to come
and judge, you should

478
00:32:45,150 --> 00:32:47,420
have done exactly this or that?

479
00:32:47,420 --> 00:32:55,370
He crossed the line, he in
the beginning of the year 1945

480
00:32:55,370 --> 00:33:01,610
when German generals
were hanging by Hitler,

481
00:33:01,610 --> 00:33:07,880
he became part, an integral
part of the last remnants

482
00:33:07,880 --> 00:33:09,620
of the loyal SS.

483
00:33:09,620 --> 00:33:12,560
When do you date if it
is possible to do that--

484
00:33:12,560 --> 00:33:19,280
This is January, February,
March and April 1945.

485
00:33:19,280 --> 00:33:25,070
In Vienna, in Berlin
he went wherever

486
00:33:25,070 --> 00:33:27,900
the high command of the SS was.

487
00:33:27,900 --> 00:33:28,530
It is true.

488
00:33:28,530 --> 00:33:33,820
And he became an integral part
of it, he wasn't a Judenrat.
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489
00:33:33,820 --> 00:33:57,000
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