o
t=

LILG, BCTINE 385 A

CoavitAs Annonce !

ASt.: Turlirgten, I'ilberg 1.
@i.: Well ~ kaul Tiilberg, I would like to know, why, studyiag the

Loloéaust, you took such a deep 1nterelt in tho trahlporfation

problem, Mecause as a matter of fact, we know what haﬁpaned, we

[ @ADNAOYITH

hdve the result, we know that 6 million Jova were killed by the

Hazis and we xnow { that at least 2/3 or more than 2/5 of these 6 m%;} &

150HB Lad been ahihped with railroada. with train.. 1n order to b

w’o

killed, when they were shipped in the killing centers., I think thadg

" the resultx ia enough important in itselfr and I would’ lika to knoéﬁ.

end as a watter of fact that is the question that you ask to y'our--ﬁ"l=

sely when you stari your beautiiul érticle on the srailroagd prob-

len -~ why should one be interested in this?

O SONIA'TO

e
-
=
.
=
%

et Well, Trom the start, that is to say 3C years ago, when I be=

gan the work, T was interested ot wmecely in the result that every
c¢ie Ymeow, but in how that reswlt came ahout, And for this reason
. . ’ L set myself the task of (inding out the various means that were

eml:loyed by the Germans for the destruction of the Jews. In those

days the <nly thing to do was to look at documents coming through
NLiranberg, and I did do that. Dut after a while, even after being

at Alexandria, Virginia, which at that time held the largest col~
lection of German documents, I became aware of a very peculiar gap
in the picture: there was nothing, alwost nothing about ‘the railro

And the very fact that this material was missing in luch 1arge col

O'IAKHAI LSAVOOTOH

Yections that ccntained a great deal of information about the par#ig

about industry, about the army even, about many other“sectorq of

Gorman life, that very fact made pe a stubbornvéeurohOr for matefi&:

abcut the railraeds. And after Ibbeganithil search. it occured to

U ~ me more and more that there was indeed a great deal of significana

in the operation of the railroads themselves in thi- particular pro

STATHO A WhFsN
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8nszderahle extent. - Because tran-port wau not

N
RS

tent and with the same effectivenoss nggwx;nw—thﬁw@
L SRS ety a
ness as other agencleu that that was very lign 1

TN R £

'ihéﬁmwe o ,L haie a _new wheel of the totalitarian ly-tom. And

e S

,at is what led e to searchinq over thrse decades for railroad

matertal,

QU.: Yes, but I understand what you mean, but one could say that:

after all these were merely technical problems. As you say, ther.
-1is no ideology behind. But this was technique, and how this tech~

nigue can give the in-iau'in what is & tatnlitarian appnratus?

agency, 1nclud1ns even the Foreign Offico. if you look at the In~-

terior Miniutxy, if you look at the Finance M1nistry, if you loak

RE,: An actual fact 4f you look at the operations of any other 3
g
éé

at the banku. ir you look at the Armies whigh woro pnlhing 1nto

*’W

Ruauia. thoy were all of them solving tochnipal probloml. Tho dqs

tructian of the Jew: occurred insthe process gf tophuieal problomi-

being solvnd - hi g as not only the propcrty of th‘ railroadl.

E g o ot ot oo o

everyono waa approaching the deltructiou from the luuo vantngo

point~'a problom hnd to bém uolqu. ' ff”. .3: ;
N 'MM . - . ', N H

i oottt i
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0

QU Specificzﬁ§¢hyi¢‘;‘problemb.'

RE,: About the railrdads?

=
EZ

Q. Yes,
: Q
/)]
~E.: Well, let me say to start with that I wish ¥ hud fnpnd ‘out morcgg
scause something quito unique, or not quito uniqua. but temarkable E
abhont the railroads is that the documentation ubont thq rnilroada *?Cﬂ

awe ti be found in the Federal Arcbivea of Germany. Qu: ‘ap 1t was nEQ

included in the Aloxundriq dooument ﬁile of the Nﬂrnborg document b 38
or any other collectinn that was aceessiblae. So thqt_@ggsturt with

one has.to,. one must say that all we have from thd.railroad- are

$NVOO1

miscellaneous material some of which... most of which come trom Polm
~of the Soviet Union. And looking at these handfull of guterial one

. muat tlgure out what happened which ia a: very difficul ’tqak. becdu

ANSA TVIRIOWEI L

1f you have ¢nly‘th;equrft§qg,p;ég

TOH THLWOHL qEDN

GH
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RE.. total picture from that samll hnndfull? And that'l the pxoblam
with the railroada, you see. But evon so I think weo hqvo madl » wmeJ

start towerds \mlocking the macanismes whﬂ.ch oporatod thnro and \rhzlcg

wore ultimately being omploy.d nsain-t the Javr- in t.m- qf tho tvm g

~ma jor componant-. the t':lnaneial one ‘and tho oporat;eml. ‘l‘ho trsftt@ .

and the operations. And to that extent I think we now huvo ccrtahl U‘ 1k

basic principala which I believe we know. Onp ot‘ thom 1l et coux@nu

“

that Jews were transported as any other person or cqrgq.?_._,‘i

-
BOBINE 387

Can..: Annoncol '
Ass.: Nurlington, Hilberg 2.

le: Ckaye.

O SONIA'TOH JHL _IAIQ}I_.&I

.t The two coxpohantq, f1hanc1&] and operatfonal reprossnt two sdT- B

mants of the structure of the :eemhshahn. the Traffic Divi-ion, whicl

- - - RO
L o i i 7S St i

WIS st;zfed by accountants and 1urists, and the Onorational Div1lionc:

re N e

Wit ch was ulnost ‘n*lraly conposed of ingeniexs. The significnnco ofz

o T N T Y et

the 1iuuncial and tle banic prinelpal of the t‘inancial opcration wa@

that in princips@, the Reichsbahn would ship any cargo, whether u wa@
inarimate cargo or people, in return for payment.

.

¢ (u.: They were ready to ship...

0
>
-
m.
-
=
=
=2

5.: They were ready to ship in principle any cargo vhatlocvor. if t8hy

P

were paid. Now to be sure there were ptiorities, but in pr:lncipl.o

e s —_

woyeld ship people whether from concentration camps. whother to con-

Jom—,

i

centration n_cemps, whether Hitlor Youth going on vaeation. vh.thcr G
‘nan soldiera, whether munition

wems paid, this was a service organilation. And therofor the bnl!.c

PRI I I el Sy NI i

s " ’I"'" 4 "\..

N Qg AT S

NS it s e P AN _,‘“,.a.«\w.;m,.“

h th x indul_tz‘inl carﬁo _1:‘ thoy

lﬁﬁﬂsﬁw

s St

£
SEIAIHDHL
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.other doutingtion no' :.ong as thc uﬂuqd- mra pqid QJ&. tragk

A Ehti 'vu thc wg §

: kuomot T, | |

' thmoushout v ﬂm Bd

- to have roturg tnrq &aﬂ i¢ f fot them b-cau-o thoy mrt ggtns back to

fower ’ﬁ\

LY

e )

. ‘rrebunka, voto going to be shipped to Auuelwitu, labibar and any

it

RE,1: pri,cocontrollod qu vn thnt Jaws were mtnc to ba lhippod tg
45
O

aemaw!mu

at ha],t tnro. chudr-n undn' tour ;atns ftu. M iow m hnd g

be Jmade for only one. ny. Thd smdn..» th-

NS

(

e feaappasiman e s
their plaoo of origin.

s <,

|

U

=

Q

AL o =
. ' : . s Yy . . . - H .
Re.:. Evn-yonoa. uo 41ttor'aao. wi.th .o ilhth chi.ldrm mdor t-n ﬁ

=/

[t}

o,

P!

77

Q

)

QU.. Excu-o me, thc children were luippod in the extermination camps, !

the children under !‘our.. E
=
- 2
RE.! .. went freas. m
Q
=

QU.: Had the privileke to be gassed freely. : 8 _
- S
o)

RE.! Yes =  the trmnport was free, and in addition to that, becaush]
the por!mul lud to, pay... tho agency thgt had. to pAy was the uscng'

thut wdorcd tlu traiu and thnt happ-nod to habe been thc Go-’apc.g

Ei.chnnm' l otno.. bocnuuo Qf tho ﬂ.unciul prnblu which tlut offfce

D Oy

Jmu worc boi.ng lh!.ppdd tn umoh tht nu- my u .-ay oxcurcs.on tgg;g

would \u gruntod Il

o T e ORI AL N«,«:vm

hey’ wox'q oncugh' pooph tuvuuu. ‘nu nin
wan IADO, a ktnd t‘ { P !
%00 1% wo

3.,

SE[AIHC)H%
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cent died or route, then bhere

“ermase. Sut dn princinle, so

torts were

e e S o e < s iy P ST

transmo

NS e

QU,:

It was the same bureau, who was dealing with any kind of normal

bpassanger, which x was,,?

RE.: Absolutely, absolutely. Just the official travel buro. Mittel-
e st 2 A PRy e mete AT
europaisches Relseburo Wlll shlp people to the _gas chambers oxr they
w111 shlp vacatloners to thelr favorlt 1 sorts, and that was ba51c—
N‘ e i e ) - R
1y the same office and the same operatlon, the _same procedure, the
e Bl i AL e T e b e S Riaskala s o) S L
same billing.

e e

QU.: No difference..?

RE.: No %X dlfference whatsoever.
: ~ SR

would do this Job as

And as a_matter of fact everybody

1f 1t was the most normal . thlng to do.

PR

e i 6

QU.y And it was not a normal job.

U AHL N

SHATHOYY WAHSAN TVIIOWAN lS[lVI)O’IOH 'S'N FH.L 40 SONIA'TO
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RE.: No, it was not a normal job. As a matter of fact, you know, .
even.. even the 'complicated currency procedures were followed in

much the same way as with any other transactions, if borders had

to be crossed:, and that was very frequent.

QU.: For instance..?

WON qIINA0UIT

RE,: Well, I think the most interesting example is of course Grequ’_q"

H

the.. the transports from Saloniki, Greece, in the spring of 1943 =i
involving some 46 000 victims over a considerable: distance, so tham.>
even with xhkexgroup fare the bill ﬁame to almost 2 Million Mark,

which was quite a sum. And the l-)asi*c principle, you see, was such(z :
traffic is t}}at which is employed in the usual, customéry way evenp,:

to this day ail over the world: one payx in‘ the currency of the plg@e ?

i

of origin. Then, one has to bay the participating railroads and roge
in their own cﬁrrencies, so that... ’ =
s \ g
\\\~ 99
QU.: From Saloniki, they had to }rq%s Greece.. =
._~ O
‘\\\ r
‘ N o)
RE.: They had to cross Greece ~ @)
>
c
n
QU.: ,. and it was Drachmas... -
RE.: In Greece, it was Drachmas, and then you might have to go thr%gh

the..

QU.: Yugoslawia..

N

RE.: yes, to Saxhxaxamidx€xmaxkix serbian and croation railroads,

you might have then to go to the Reichsbahn and pay in Mark. Now,

SAATHOAV WNASAIN TVII
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ironically, the probiem was, you see, that the milifary commander in
Saloniki, who was in chargeg so he;'ip'a sens, was the ultimate perso
responsable for paying for rhese things, didn't have the Mark, and’ he
didn't have the Relchsmark, although he d1d have the ‘Drachma, the Dra
ma, you see, he had fromvthe conf1ccated Jew1sh property uhich was ‘-
used to pay for these things; this was the self—financing principle;
The SS or the military would confiscate the Jewish property and vould

proceda especially from bank deposits, .. would pay for, transports.-t

Qu.: This means that the Jews themselves had teo pay for‘their_death;

Ead Sy -
have to
Re.: Absolutely. You/remember, you have to remember one basic prlncipl
T e a N e Nt T

there was no budget for destruction.
[ e % s

Qu.: Yes.

RE.: So, that is the reason that confiscated properf& had to be used
in order to make the payments, Allright, the property of the Jews in
Saloniki was_coﬁfiscated, but the proceeds were in local greek cur-~-
rency. The Reichsbahn of course would want payment in Mark. How fhen
do you change the Drachma into Mark? Now yuau have exchange controls
right within occupied Europe. The only way it could be done of course
is if somebody in this occupied zone obtained Mark. But how could
they? This was not such a simple thing in wartime, and therefore, for
‘once, there was a default, and the railroad had shipped all of these
Jews to Auschwitz without compensation.

¢

Qu.: I can imagkne that this originated a lot of red tape.. corres-

pondance

Iif':»ml woim ‘ﬁﬂjﬂaoﬁdm

'S'0 AHL 40 SORIATO

STATHOUY WNASAAL TVIIOWAIN 1SOVOOTOH
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Re.: It originated correspondence which wenf on for more than a yea;U“.

between various representatives of various agencles inecluding m1lit€gy

railroads and forelgn office, am most: incredlble correspondance whi

F .

(E)

is preserved in the Bundesarchlv in Koblenz.
Qu.: These documents exist..

Re-:

. : ' : the
These documents exist because they.heve_beenﬂfpund in/records o

the Finance Ministry.

Qu.: And they didn't yield for one year?

Re.: Oh, they wnuld not yield, because after the fact, after the Jewgg

had been shipped to Auschwitz, they couldn't see any good reason for

A0

paying.

_—

Qu.: The SS, you mean?

Re.: Yeah - well, not only the SS, you see ~ one couldn't see any go

reason for making available the currency. So therefore, one simply

rode it off - it was an intra-office transaction, but the interestin

thing is, that each budget,

¥sfivooioH 's'n AHL

railroad budget or any other agency budg

was nevertheless kept seperately. Sokx this is like one agency having

dealings with another, payment has to h be made from the army to the

railroads. In this camxe it wasn't.

NIC'TOH FHENOHA ﬂfm

Qu.: And why was it the Army which was involved in ah- in Kaloniki, d
. ¢

rectly?

Re.:

The Army was involved directly,..

SAATHONV WNASNI TVIHOWAN
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-VQu.z'The Wehrmacht?
Re.( Yeah. it was involved Axxexkky in Saloniki and. it was involve
in France, because the German Army itself administered these terri
tories. These were territories under military ... military rule,

as~opposed to several other forms of governmnnt civilian Reichle‘

kommissariat and ao forth, Su this war x directly ruled by the mil
’tary. So ‘they had the nltimate responsibility for making paymenta
because any of the SS mean there was under the military commander

at least for purposes of such things,-payments, jurisdiction-

Qu.: It's fantastic..But were they not aware, or astonished, becaush

it seems that there was another problem too. beead?g ai“““”atttﬁ“ﬁfg%.

L AT A e A 0
4T AT T VT 2 T i

[

‘W

Re. The most amazing thing about it is that notwithstanding the fadﬁ'i

that Jews werex shipped in frelght cars, the railroad still billedgﬁi'

e R

ORE

“'ugh the shipment had taken place 1n regular passang&rrd

s AT ST

X RO RO PRt

cars third class.In other wordx, there was no difference in the

R T A N TR SRR S

R T e - s -
payment,. Indeed there was no difference 1n the various offlces.

e et

A S

"The offices that shlpped the Je

s were 01v1lian trafflc, so the

SRR

EENE diggim g

at~

‘key, thHe princ1ple Wi LODle wpuld be, shipped hy whe

AP B S A S

ever means k the passan

e N e et

R AT G L,

) pon51b1e fol the shlpment ant f}ey billed the SS accordingly.

Tihe”‘”?ﬁstitﬁt:o rs was done only because of the

P e

shortage of pnssanger car:, ne aude qulte obv1ously noone wouldiv

r A R P e

: 1ns¢ste that Jews of all people should be shlpped in passanger

cars when+on arrival they woqu be gassed anjway.

DNWIQP_I:%H!?L | ﬁﬂm

SAATHOMY WNASOIN fw_mow:»l'w LSNVO0
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Qu. Yes. This means they were even ready to earn somey@onQY?g

Re. That's correct."In other words one can see 1t ln one of th

Hon;

‘Qu. And it was the same man that

Re. Absolutely. Always passenger

So even 1f the Jews were

. . .;/./4
n o ,’.’/_.s/_
‘ T i
BOBINE 388 T
Pt

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg, 3.

A
e

Qu,. Okay.

o

Re. The basic conclusion then is that whereas:the Jews were being
g

PR
booked as people for purposes of payment they were then shlpped

M ey
as cattle, to get to thelr dcstlnatlon.. Even though all o The

i

i e

people that were 1nvolved in the operatlon of passanger trafflc
A T 2

people here eventually .e this made no dlfference, they were

sy

]
R
O
o=
-]
=
=
7]
: :njé
Q.
=
Q
@]
>
(e
Z1
-
=2
4=
=2
: Q

T

on trial?
M’“ .

Re. No, there 1s . no.,.0]

SAATHOUV WAFSHIA-




to my knowlegdge, nor do I th1n&>any of them wiil be. T s

~to an end..
O

HNILBERG 12

although various procedings weru Lnltlated none cver were concluded,

SERRREE L
,r AN s

R it

¥ b

Qu. Yes. Its because they say that the txansportatlons were only means
N R R R R R A I s s i

€ égﬁﬁ%&%%@éﬁﬁ%éiﬁ upon this very point, even someone I””as_talking"

to in Frankfurt, who, as it happens, was inv ived_invputting up'SQmé‘“.

signal equipﬁent in Auschwitz, hut I did not éo e to sece ﬁim because
of any awareness of his‘past, indeed T only went there because I was
looking for some material, tlat T thought he mlght_ ave, an éxtraorr §§
dinary kind, considerate, helpful persor. Now, in the 60ties. We : 2
wenf through a discussion of Auschwitz, we.went through\ a discussion ég

about the rTole of the railroads in that operation. Then he was in

no sense tranked to hide any thing at all, he was giving me instruc-

tions and have to read documenis, but at one point he said: "The
o
railroads are but a means to an end." It is the unlform comment
s I : . i
which runs like a_refrain.throughout the_system, and nobody has
A R PR AR S Sty

to tell them to say this, il is a spontanious Statement

vﬂamﬂﬂ“”*“ SRR FETren

u. But I think that eh.. e¢l.. this will lead us to the second

aspecl with the operatioes. T mean, did these Jewish traimss, these

- s

trains which were carrying the Jews to the extexmlnatlon.. extermi-~
y ¥ ST

nation camps did they Lave a came? Now were they cal]ed registered?

OWIAN-ISAV JOTOH "S'N HHL

~lpstmtar o IR SR AL

Re. Well the astonlshlng th:ng is that when you deal with the opera-
e .

e et B i S

tion of the system itself you now come to grlps w1th the most substant

o, s s S A
AR e A S s T2 VAT

of Taspects (”) of the ent1re operatlon. Two of them: putting together

S e o s o il e

the cars, that 1s to say the mob1117at10n of ;qulpment 1tself

T - R e

AN s b s s A

STAIHOUV WNASOAN T
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Qu. The wagdns?

wﬁ;,,:w)-.w:&»;w.ag&%

(Eml_dml

Re. The wagons. And secondly, making avallable the tlme of a tr
. ; : = i o S
which is called s;hedullng. Then both ware scarce, cars were
JRSEREL e SIS 3 . M

e o
scarce and time was scarce. I thus thought for many, ‘many year

that there must have been a prlorlty system into which these

QH& daor

particular trains would fit. And I was looklng for such a prlor

ty system. But whenever I saw one, I did not see any de51gnatlon47

of Jewish trdlns anywheree. And of course that was my failing.. .

e e e T R R o A —

How would a German admlnlstratlon place thﬂse partlcular death

e —————— e s T arreme i e

fxalns lnto a categ01y of txalns, w1thout mlttlng on paper

e e e —

that this is what they were dOan°(Thus we Tind the most para-
e e e o

doximl situatlon of all: Jewish Trains, that is to say1 “death

o]
2l
e
[}

trains, were leaving for their destination wx;/t h out

L
-

rity for the most part, without priorityx&fthere were certain
e
exceptions, expecially (mot incompf%hensible) under the war.

- .
And yet this does mot mean jpaﬁ these trains were left behing.

H 'S0 AHL 40 SDMH.I’IOH E[H

. L _ .
The one conclusion that,l’drew, and this is perhaps the most
significant of tn?/ajl - o Jew was.left alife: for lack of

transport..SOm&how or other, these pecnle managed to find time,
/
special t%mé, of to find cars. wherever they could get them,
e
to gegfihe jobL doue, and nooue in this system faild in that

Lgéﬂ.

u. Bul we have talked.. we have talked with at least two men,

one is Speer, who was Asmement Minister, and of course he was

in charge of the transportgtidn at least of the Wehrmacht, éﬁd
the other one was a man of the Reichsbahn, Schelp, and they
say with a kind of contempt when one askss this kind of pre-
cise questions Mlow did you do this, there was a shortage of

cars. and there ﬁere bombings and so on" thevy just 1l1ift their

SHAIHOHV WNISAN TVYIIONWHN ILSNVIOOT0
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shoulders and say '"This was not important., Tlundred Jewigh traim or

thousand, we had such an aparatus of operations that thisig;ﬂ'not,

count." This is what they answer. . . e

N

Re. From a certain perspective they are of course right. Whengver?
you ask any person who is in charge of a very‘qgfy lage operation

how to account for something happening in a ﬁéctor of it, he will

B
5

say: "Lool, T am in charge of so much,ﬂwHyJare YOu asking.me aboﬁt
so little? This‘is not imporant!" Howeye;, it is'not‘that person;
it is not Ganszenmiiller himisell. exc9ﬁl on one or two ocEasions,
wiio was asked to anpreve of thcsg:iransports; No; the request al-

ways caume from an SS-~captain, wvas somebody in this rank. to his

opposile nunber in the railndad systom, little people, comparative-

. . T . Sy
ly Tittle poonle, dealingwith othesr comparatively little people.

And il ds these little necople wio had to appain (?) the transports
Trom the tigsgerones and Lo the little peoprle it was important,
and as in any organization, when somehody comes foreword and sayvs:

"T want so much, T want tl.is and that," the guestion is why do
;] ,

you want it? Is your request more important thaktn any other reques

should it receive priurity?'And the significance is, that in every

case these peowle did succeed and of course, in one or two occasion

ﬁanzeumﬁ;lcr himself had to help out., That means, that the issue
was imp?étant cnough, wo that when for example traffic was tight
un, he;Qas called upon by none other than Wolff, the chief of the
pergonal stuffl of Heinrich Himmler's office, to make possible the

transport of people 1o tilc..

Qu, Ganzenmiiller was a purce technician, he was the Secretary of
e 9

the transports.

'S'N AHL 40 SONITTOH THL WO¥A aIDNAOUITY |

|
|
i
i

STATHOMY WNASNIN TYRIOWIN I5NVOOT0H



HILBERG 15

Re. Yes, he was the Staatssekrétﬁr, hé was the highest ranking civil

servant in the administration of the railroads,-quite obviously, and

he would, I am sure,'regard hlS task, as hav1ng been a techn1¢a1 onea

But what a technical task it is to flvht a war, to destroy a people

and to do all this @ under bombs, whlth sabotage, whlth shortages,g

what a technical task, here again, we find that history 1tsel£ is a

whole mass of technical tasks.
Qu. And they fullfilled it?

Re. They certainly did.

Qu. Yes. But now to come back to eh.. the denomination of these trainsg

How did they do it, because these trains, they must have been.,,..

Re. That's right. You have seen that they had no very spec1al names,

and the fact of the matter is that, and here T must go into some detai

[:
the civilian trains in general were of two kinds. There were those
v M

P

———,
that went at spec;flcd tlnes, whether or not there were any paasa

This is the usunl experience any tla\ellcr has when he wants to go

from=ome~rPa€8 Lo the other, he is EraTHed E8 t5avel on a regulérlf_
scheduled train, But there were other trains, which would not travel

at all unless there were enougl. requests, (Jn this case, the request

would come from the Gestapo) Unless there were enough passangers toa[

justif vy the dispatch of a traln. Such-a traln was called a special

train, a Sonderzug; It is still a special train, to this very day
. ’ 1] .
Die Deutsche Bundesbahn uses this designation for such trains. The

designation is not limited to wartlime, or the nazi-regime, it is
the general, customary and usual term , it ist x .being used to this
very daye.

ngers

SAATHOUV WIIEISHW ’ivrilowf»lw 1SNVOOTOHS'l HL A0 Si)NI([’IOH_,_EIH:I, woﬂ@ﬂ.ﬁ@qﬂ@&dm



‘. And they did that
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Qu. (en méme temps que le precedent) To thls day there are Sonder-if

zdga’

So, a Sonderzug. a Sonde ny. traln whlch travels b”trg

e
uregularly scheduled tralns on a special schedule that's the'def1~
. [N ’ w_
‘nitlon. So a Sonderzug - Hitler's own. personal traln was a Sonda-zns

_‘hﬂ 7 imﬁﬁ-ﬁ 5 : —A{.{"‘

pem—— i

Qu. That means, it is a.tfain which is smuggiéd;.'in=the,ar

Re. ...whicﬁ is inferpéilated that's correct. It“iS”allotted timé
between regutarly scheduled trains., The problem is to flnd the tlme;
Th:s 15 the problem the rallroad reople called a Tempo, because of
course, there must be a certain mllage, kllometers between trains

Boing in the same direction so that one doesn‘t‘slime-iﬁto the other,

but a rather difficult one, most expecially when you consider, that

1

-
And this means, one has to find time, which is a technlcal task agaln,EE
)
oy

timetables were set for each_Rei thndlrehtlon for each sector,

and that these varlous timetables had to be glued together, xk so
W“

that a traln coukdaSQ&QVe: a long dlstance from one p01nt to the

e

other, and that tooh a great deal of dlscu551on, a great deal of

s,

coordlnatlon,'a great deal of thought

R
Bt u:w‘fm.,—ﬁs.ﬁzﬂcur LT

Qu. It is a very difficult task, as a‘mattéf’éfJféCi?:;

Re. Well,.it isn'%‘a;gggx,ggmple task;”noLAit.ién?t It’s compl;-f

SRS

'cated. Not terrlbly dlfflcult 'but 1t S certa&nlqugmgg;wgged.,f'

- »Tg.,aoy;w:r ey T

.1ocomotiveﬁallocqtionc the

e

'hdeclslons,_thlsfﬁ'

I R BT

e SRS IR N
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was not. one simple decision "Okay, go". This was a lot of decisions.

Qu. And, T have another qdestion: who decided to sh;p let's sajﬂg(}:,;“

transport of Jews coming from e...

BOBINE 389
Ass. Burlington, 4, Hilberg.

‘Qu. Yes, T WOuld like to know, because it is a probiem fhét T had - .
when I was in Voland: who decided, who took the decisions to shipv
a train of JeWws - tet's take the Polish Jews, because I think it's
clearer, because it was nore concentrated, - either tb‘Treblinka, or}
to Sobibor, or even sometimes to Auschwitz. Because T had thé fee;
ling that somctimes the decision was talen at the very last moment.
That they shipped the trains, but Llhey dldn t know emactely in which

camp, which extermination camp to.. to send 1t

Re. Well,here again, the decisbnflow begins in'Berlin, where the
substif matter is how many Jews are going to be shipped from were
in a certain dircction. We have for example right here the record

~ one of the documents of the Generalbctriehsleitung Ost. There

were three regional offices of the Reichsbahn for purposes of makingf

schedules; depending upon the direction in whlch the train was 301ngﬁ
the decision would be made in the Gencnqé&iéglebsleltung Ost or Westq

¢ .
or Siid., Now ~ this is an Gsthetriebsleitun Sa -~ here we see a do—

cument dated the 16th of January 1943. and if we turn,the page, we.!

L

will see that here ‘are already certain tranggwrts belng scheduled

for the end of the month and later on F b ua

B T




/’*} let's say from boblhor to Tlehllnka'or wherever. And tth mlght

JTHILBERG 18
|
!

of departure and precise destina tion listed. So that for examplé’a"f'
TR RS
trg;sport leaving Be:lln on a 2nd ur Pehruarv to Auschw1tz or - 1eaV1ng*

T T

the “tn
o o PO AR

-\ list as a result of a discussion

' Lo S

>
iri‘f;rlq'nrjmﬁ;fmi

Qu. 316th of January, and they fotresece already for eh.. how long ;n

advance.e.

Re. .. and they already foresee ... actually I woﬁld_say an entire;;

mean that this schedule

month. . co o o '  Lo
‘\
} Qu. Yes?
{ . -
!
| |
i Re. An entire month. Sometimes, It . wo glgv$gke lon"er. Tbls does not -
i — o e
i

that in some'cases the tlme of departure is llsted and in other cases

it is mnot, bhecause thev slmnly haﬂn't flgured out Aé”%ﬁi;éﬁﬁint how

RS L et o

| M. i&ey nad to be flex1hlo

A 2
I ey,

Ne., They had to be very fluxlhle. And as the war went on, the flexi-

bility became a greater requirerient. For example, there mightAbe

et -

bomblngs, or more often rallJOdO 1epa1rs oF ex ttensions as a conse-
’ vy s ey b e,

i——\yc/q,uencc\ of whlch at the vcry last moment tralns mlght be shlfted

] e

( be done within days of thc leu] transporf 1eav1ng. Thus, flexl—.‘

eI

. hility was a Key..e.

STATHOHV WNASTIN TVRE
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~Qu. According to this flexihility eh - can one imagine that the
Tinal decision could have been made in some cases not by Bprlin,

by the.._by the people of the ...

Re. Absolutely..

Qu. ..of the .. of the railways themselves.. on the spot.

7

Re. Oh yes.-You must remember this: evnn though Generalbetrlebsle
tung Ost was located in Berlin, one should not refer to that part:

cular office as quote Berlin., Because Generalbetrlebsleltung West

was not locatedxln Berlln, Generalb»trlebsleltung Sud was not lo

[ e oy
-

cated in Benlln, so. 1t'9 COan;dcntal that Ost 1s in Berlln. It's

— T

because Berlln Liqclf is facing Tast "

Qe Yes,

Re.‘So, in short, here we are already dealing at a regional level

with transport,Aandffinal{l‘we make.., we deél with transports éi

a subreg10nal level, or even at the local level where the final

schedullng orders "Pahrplandnurdnungen"'are being drafted, perquan

j i

ssmmc)iw fwn:f[_snw TVIIOWAIW LSﬂlVQ

-
always Lo thn hasic %truciuz(LaLd down in the basic dlrectlve.
. - . Witk Msurm

R S

e Yes.

Re. So we are dealing here with a .. a decision first withih the .
transport ministry itself to :leputate one of the three ueneralbe-'
triebsleitungen, depending mm pon where the category of transport
are going, whether it should Lie sent West,.South‘dr East alrlght,

this one is obviously East, so there it goes. That is the flrst

. decisione The second decision is taken right here: where. whena

e

w
g
"'C}':
B
8=
‘: m“. "'
. E;MR
. E
”:ni'
=

O_";[OH 'S'N AHL 4O SDN’IG’I_
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and what time-perhaps are these transports going to leave. To which

cCamps are..

Qu. They.. ~ . S

Re. May T say. these are not- only Jew1sh transports, there are all

listed transports here, they are not deallng w1th only Jew1sh tran5~

worts. And now we can tell, the purpose, or rather the nature pf;
the passengers from the designation of the transport which is in’
a column f;éht here, and we can see that for example DA and tﬁis
comes 1o. {hc questlon that you asked earlier, refers to Jews who

are quite definitely outside of loland and Jewish! transports uut-

side of Poland are called DA transports.

Qu. DA - what is the meaning of DA, there is one...

THL JO SONIQ

Re. There is only speculation about it. and I have heard the spe-~

SHATHO™Y NSO TVIHOWAN ISNVDOTOH '§T

culation David, bul T Lave had ne confirmation of it from any

German docisent .

Jite Navid?

Re. Tt might be. But this is speculative, and even those People

fu the railroads are oniy speculating, and it is astonishing

that people who could have been using this designation. all of

the while are now unsure what

its origin is. But notice, that

DA is about the only designation that is not inmediately obvious.

VD - Volksdeutsche - that's very clear. Rm are Rumanians - that's

pritty clear. PQ arc '"oles - that's very clear., And later one f

we even sce PJ, which I helieve to be Yolish Jews, Dolnische



A
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Juden. But DA, which is one of the original..

il?‘:fﬁf:»i?)fl'ﬂ.(mdiu

Qu. Tt goes from Bialystok to Auschwitz, probably.

’

Res Yes. yes. Now, we always sce the PJ, or in some. cases we" see ano
designation, which is'less clear, especially later on - ehc. where o

we just don't know what it means, or rather we do know what 1t means

but we don't know why 1t is that particular de51gnat10n. There 1s;a,
very rudlmentary attempt to disguise the nature of the transport

but it is extremely rudimentary..

Qu. Rudimentary?

-

Re; Very rudimentary. Tt's, Tt's hasically not hard to figure out !

even i€ just by process of e¢liminatiocn, that these are Jewish trans-
ports. DA is a Jewish transport, fiom Berlin to Auschwitz: there are
ne Germans going to Aduschwity so ohwiously it's a Jewish {ransport.

DA 15 - February 2nd 1943, going to Auschwitz, very clearly.
Qu. And how did you yourself come to this.,. to this findings?

Pe. L Found the document which is dated the ‘16th of January for the
first tjime in 19468, wﬁen I was visiting Germany, in a folder which
had been sent there from the Soviet Union. Indeed,'this ifem, and
others, abragating about a hundred pages sohe more, came from a

railroad station in Mingk., This itself is fescinating, beceuse here
we see the extent to which the information was spreadethrougﬁout

occupied Furope. The very fact that this partlcu]ax documcnt which

is Lhe k fseftastone (?) frowm which we learn all about the - operatlon

of the railroads could have rcached a point as far East as Minsk

STATHOUV wnﬁsnw IVIMOWAI 1SNVOOTOH 'S') AHL 40 SDNI’([’I(_)H-"_E[HL WO
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_Re. So wé:found .. so I discovered - it. in..‘ln Germany

is not to say that ‘I knew what it meant at that poi't

fied me. Pﬁ'

— Rl Eser
‘Qu. PW - what means.. ’ , N =
‘59:
‘ Re. Well, n

s&[AIH:)&VWM{SHW-Tvmﬁwﬁwﬁsﬁ%emﬂi ;

n{ but this is just .

- precisely the point that we made before - I just could not be-
lieve at the beginning that a person in charge of_th Eersonéﬁ-;,;;,

wagen in the Generalbetriebsleitung Ost would be'Signing suCH:

a document, when everybody has so well known that these people

were being shipped in cattle cars._So the fx very fact you see;.

that I had known beforehand that the transports actually wer
) organlzed in cattle cars stopped me for a long tlme fromvreallzing

that people in charge of Personenwagen, passanger car

(,,...) their usual business of schedullng these tra ns

' took mée for a while to realize thid, and we don‘t have ready

- from the~documents. So we‘flnally, or I flnally discovered_1




u,.ports. 1nsofar as they requlred coordlnatlon with the. mllltaﬁy\
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thls case who Jac i%ﬁaé, what hls role was.vAnd he 1s one of the«

declsion makers in Generalbetrlebsleltung Ost. He dec1des the mﬁt-

:cars afé needed for how long they are needﬁd

'fschedullng man. that is. somebody else, that's a- ﬁan called’i

in that partlcular Generalbetrlebsleitung Ost. Nor is he l

_another man, who is deallng w1th the coordlnatlon about the ¢r
e

" and that's ebenhg :, that is a thlrd person.:Now all of these ar

burocrates in a sxngle office, they get together, they have a iong

vdlscu351on, they have their _ovm own_Jewish expprtx and flnally they :

" ST i o s Ty
come out with a document llke “this whlch 1s hammered out...

L4

BOBINE 390

Ass. Burlington Hilberg S5e

Re. Inéidently, the special Jewish expeft ihnGeneralbéfgiéh' itung
Ost is a man called Klemm, spelled K-l-e-double m,: Bruno, I believe
. g . . . . B . .

it is :Bruno. I sﬁent a lot of time on disegtanglins'three diffeiv
rent Klemms, until I decided on him; he is miégihg; and it is almos
impossible now to even know which precise offlce he held within the
Betrlebsleltung. That itself already 15.51gn1flcant because the‘b.

man, even though he chaired conferences: to hammer out tlmetables":

like this was not sufficiently hlgh ranklng to be llsted in a railh“

road dlrectory, whlch is a pretty thlck publlcation, and which ha

a lot of names in 1t L

Lt

Qu. Ypu-meanithe rgilway:&irectorygqg'todéy

nw*wmowzlw J;s*nv':)o"IOHf-'S'fi éIHJ;;»IOTJSf%)Bﬁﬁ% '.'9

SHATHOWY WATS
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Re., No. I am speaking of the one of 1942 and 1943,
rare documents these days,
one in Frankfurt and one can see one in Ludwigsburg and there;is

alegedly a third one in

. ‘ the hands of one of the railway péoplq. '

and that’g it, That's

know.. officidls,‘and the various posts that they held at fhat

time. Not a secret document at all. bat very scarce. ..

Qu. Yes. And Klemm is not listed?

37 ’ =

Reo He is net. Mot listed ip any wrganization chart which would
make it possible to figure out whether he worked in the context

of the militery division, "LY", which by the way stands fgf Lan-

—— ek

desverteidigung, I believe, or whether he pPerhaps was in one of

e,
PR

fhe other two that might also qualify.

there was a system of flexibility also organizationaly,

son would take the place of ancthoer if need be to do the job.

Wue. And tell mce about your v ouo!

Suan !l gughe

Neos My bréahfhrough was entliely lttellectual. T had this par-

ticular rosetta-~stone for guite a long time..

Qu. Rosetta stone?

Re. Yes. And I studied it, stil! not knowing what to make of some

of the items of information in
anordnung, thatl is to say a scheduling order, issued by a local

Reichsbahndirektion or Ceneralbe- feneraldirektion der Ostbahn,
with th¢ same number than T fTound here. And then it occured to me-

which are very'

Very few copies remain, one can see-

just a list of the important official,.vyon]

40 SONIG'TOH THLAOYA CIDNAOYITT

But you have to remember that

that one per

TVRIOWAI ISNVOOTOH

SHATHOUY. WNASQIAL

it. And than T observed a Fabfplan- ‘

S’ dHL
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that is to say, tbe same number of a particular train, that I
found here - and thaun it ccecuored to me that of course this a

preliminary document, this is a preliminary quarter, it is a

AANAOMN TN

general framework, and that the process does not‘stop‘thgré;f'~
Because| this specific train must be routed thrOugh a éched&liﬁ'
\

order to its destination, naklng sure that it w111 traverse a"
certain- route, that it will Pass through cataln rallway statlonsi
and“every statlon on route has to be notified of the traln
passing. through and thc approximate time swvhen it will do 80. “
.So here you have another iuformation flow, whlch is 111ustrated ¢
in this Fabrplananordnung, which is from the . Generaldlrehtlon
der Ostbahn, a railway system contained in the ngeralgouvgrnef'x
ment, those districts of Tvacew, Radom. Warsaw,:Galicia and ‘
Lublin..This one is dated 15th Septeubier 19H2i:¥o that's not‘
the one ou \hL(n the brea.throngh was made, bul here we sée
ancther puscle, even thogh this is not a new find, the Polish
government has had this for a while, Snme:of these tHings:were
published many yeafs'ago, yet T suspect?d ﬁﬂey ﬁére not com-
pletely understood. igwgs~nuzzled by the humber 33. which is

in the upper teft hand corner of the docﬁment,‘and the letter
I, that follows it, T:.. T did just not Lknow &hat to make of
that and since T did have crzganization charts of the Transbort_
Ministry itself, T was loecliing for a nuaher 33 in these orga-
nization charts, not realizing tkat that was a futlle endeavor.

Now leaving aside the history of the Reichsbahn whlch accounts

for the numbers, .33 is the number used by Rclchsbahndlrektlonenx

in a field for that offlce lech is in charge of schedullng

trains. So whenever the numhe1 33 appears,. ihat is to say that-

——

somebody there is schednlllg a train., If the letter H appears

E
I
3

e
next to it, 1t means 1hat the person normally d01ng the JOb



T is, not d01ng 1t thls tlme, but that somebody 1s d01ng it: for h1m

. And 1f we lqok at,.'

astonishing. And on second sort I belleve that ‘had - they 1aballed

‘ who get hold of it. They would then have perhaps ralsed more que

HILBERG 26

in a few transports, these partlcular ones called Sonderzuge fur

Um51ed1er aus dem Bezirk Radom. Now that's’the dlstrlct Radom,u

that's not the city of Radom-the dlstrlct _And we see here the
number of the order, this is number. 587, that goés to show you
how many of them there were, underneath the very 1nterest1ng de-;‘
signation "NUR fir den D1enstgebrauch",»only for 1nternal use,

g

but this turns out to be a very low cla551f1catlon for secrecy.; A

— e e

“ . : L Eg'jg
Qu. Yes.
N
. ) e}

Re. And the fact that on this entire docuniént which after all deal

with death trains one cannot see - not only on this one -~ one cann
see 1t on others, one cannot see the word "Gehﬂfm" secret, is
L

asthonlshlng to me. That they would not have dane that is very f
it secret they would have invitd a great many 1nqu1r1es of people

tions, they would have focused at%entlon on the thlng, and a. key
o o

to the entlre operatlon {rom a psychologlcal standpo;nt was, never

to utter the words that would be approprlate to the actlon befng

taken. Say nothlng ~.do these\things;
/\ e TR -
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: how many rec1p1€hts thisg partlcular orders goes. Bfe - Bahnhofe

”-elght and here we€ - are 1n Malklnla, whloh 1s of pourse the stati

| pear Trebllnka.:

S R

. N - " . . .
therefore "dles ist nur fur den. Dlenstgebrauch" And now not1 e

g
z
L
b4
=
B

‘on thls stretch there is one, two, three, four,“flve six, SeVe

e

Qu. - Of course.

St)NI_(I_’iG

‘Re. But notlce, that it takes elght reclplents, for this relitlv

ly short distance, through Radom, to the Warsaw dlstrlct eifght -
because the tradin passes through fhese statlons.-Thereforé7each
one has to know. Not wnly that, but of course, you are not g01ng
to write twe pieces of paper, if you can write omne. So therefore,CD
we find here not only Tki, which is arde&thﬁtraiﬁi going here,
<2 e . o
in the plan labaled this, but we also see the empty train, after &

H.I..E[

it has arrived in Treblinka, now originating in Treblinka, you caao<

always know whethnx it's an empty train thh the world "IL" in. frofmt

of it "lcer“

Qu. Yes ~ Riickleitung des Teerzuges ..

Re. Yes, and now, and oW, aund now..

Que. .+ of the empty train...

’IVIHOIAIE[IAI LSLIVC)O’IO

Re. .. we are going back. Thun we have another train;3and_now notfﬁ

that there is very little subtelty to thlS numberlng system, we aﬁE

going from 9228 to ©229 9230 to 9231 to 9232 -~ hardly any orglnal

T e e

here, it's just ver regular trafflc. ST



Y

L \we know.
\

\$
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Qu. Death traffic.

‘Re. Death traffic, of coursc.

Re. Well here agaln of course, the only ‘way. . that we know this

kind of 1nformat10n for sure is that we know that the destinatl
is Trebllnka. And that the train does not go further. So when
we consider that an entire train is 301ng'to Trebllnka, there;
are after all several, rather many of them, then we say ‘to our-
selves: this was not a traln carrying German soldlers on farelow
this was fhot a train carrying Polish workers to a labor camp,

this was a train carrying pcople to a particular plapme, the ob-

L 40 SBNIG’IOH NOUA GHONAONITY . - -

ject of which overwhelmingly, primarily andAin»99% of all caseS'=:
was death. And it is by these means that we identify the lettering}
We do not have a documen! that says Kr means such and such., We
have the explanations by Richter, who tells us that irddeed that

i was a death train, thus confirming what we believe, and what

1SOVOOTOH 'S*

Qu. You don't think that the,. that the fight..

o
oy
®
&+
&+
=2
®
[
o
0
H
o
0
<

was so primitive, so rudimentary., It doesn't come from'the'fact

W _' l

that after all.. after all it took place in Poland. and 1n Polan&)'

it's enough to go there today to discover that everybody knew.

And the people, the VPoles of the rallway ,}_that everybody kqew




’*QuQ Gkay. ';-f

Re. Looklng at Fahrplananordnung number 587 /rather tk:nl'

" for Treblinka. Weé know the time. that 1t takes to get there.-It

HILBERG»29,

BOBINE 291’

Ass. Burllngton, Hllberg 6.

B

yga

T

requested for spec1a1 tralns. And here we see that startlng ou

in one ghetto whlch obv1ously is belng emptled, the traln leav

leaves on a %oth of. September 1942 18 mlnutes after 40 clock,;

by schedule at least. Arrlves there at 11h24 on the next mornln‘

-

Now this is within . the Radom district, 301ng 1nto the nelghbou-

ring district of Treblinka ~ that is an extremely long ride for '_q

such .a short distance. We have to keep in mind that many trang{:
ports took much longer:to arrive at their destination, for inetnn
when they came from Paris or wherever, This is also a very long t
train, which may be the Ffeason that it takes so slow, that it

takes such a long time. !
Qu. There is the numbher of the.. of the cars?

e. Tt's just here.. well, it's 50 J, that's a Wagenzug 50 Guter
wagen, fifty of these Giiterwagen, freight cars, fllled w1th

people, that's an exceptionally heavy transport, thousqnds of

people in it.

-

mw TSTV5OTOR SITanL

Qu. According to the People of Treblinka today it was not exqepii

tional at all.

smma&vwns[sn




. bers here, 1¥24, that's in the morning, and 1559, which is to

4

victims. And there you are, at Joc' cloek in the mornlng. It leaves

‘Qu. What is that astonishing, it seems to be the gameffraiﬁ,zﬁs;r

HILBERG 50 \ |
7 A6

- N

Re; Well' it may wll be that especially from Radom fiom néaref

: p01nts, they loades them up with as much as SOOC on a traln, yo

can ybu can figure out ..

Q. Yes..

" Re. .., if Sq to 75 would be loaded on éné;cér.. 
Qu. .. even more..

Re. would be loaded on one single car mﬁltiplied by 50, énd.
that's a very large number of victims. Now, onee the train has.
been unloaéed, at Treblinka, and yoh noticed there were two'num-
>

say almost 4o'clock in the afternoon. In that interval of time

the train has to be unloaderd, cleaned and turned around.

Qu. It has to be divided in.. in...

Re. .. has to be turned around. And you see here the same hpmberéﬁ

appear as the Leerzug, now empty traih, goes tolanothervplace.
And it leaves at %o'clock, in the afternonn, and now go§$'ﬁo

that other Place which is another small town - where 1t plcks up

on the 23rd R at 30'clock in the mornlng. And arrlves there 1n the

.

next day«

a matter of fact. R..,ﬂv}. L j.lﬂvfih

ot AHL 40 SONIATOH
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" Re. It is the same - it is gquite obviously the same., .

Qus .. the. same train which gets each time énbther-ﬂﬁmbéf

.Re. The number has to be changed qulte obviously,

‘ it goes back to Trebllnka,

"and then axrlves in Czestochowa on the 29th of September,

then the cycle is comnlete. And this is called a FahrplananordneL
and if., and if you count up the number of - not empty numbers, N
but full ones, PKRs -~ there is one, there. is one, here..

e

Qu. But why..

Re. That* s two, three. that's four,

i
i : .
S Qu. Why. .

Re. We may bhe talking here about 10 000 dead Jews.on this one

. o . Fahrplananordnung right here;/)//;,/ : . N

_WYu. More than 10 00O,

Re. Well, we will be canservative.: _

Qu. Yes. That's why such a document is so fescinating,‘as a nmtte

of fact. Because T was in Trehlinka, and tq‘have;fﬁeﬂtweﬂthinggg:'

together, Treblinka and the document...
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Ré.»Well you see, when T lhiold a document in my hand - partlcular'

1f 1t 1s an orlginal document

-It's an artefact 1t's an 1eftover = lt s the only le”to er: tha

rests.‘ '
Qu. Yes.

Re. The -dead are not around. (quélqugsimbtsfihcdmpréﬂéﬁ&iﬁiés%;

A real thing.

Qu. It is a real thing. — '
Re. Yes~ those numbers mean something. The signatures mean some-
thing. It's nof pieces of paper, it's an order, and by Xhe reason
of the of the fact that the order was sent from one office to anot@dy

the train enumerated here actually left with_dggdvictihs,(?)

actually went.

Que. Yes. ALl this was true.

Re. Yes.

Qu. Tu coupes quand tu veux.

DOCUMENTS EN MUET - SANS CLAT!

BGBINE 386

Plan muet - Burlington 8 - documents.

Burlington 24 - plan de coupe Claude : - ':" l‘-  f*TZ

5;3,\111;3?;§;-Lf§§_g;;j'"
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Ass..ﬁurlingtnn, Hilbefg'

‘ gos whlch automatlcally requlred them to travel a b1t more slgwly_=

And as the war progressed, frelght tralns were limlted to anroximii"

1y 45 m11es an hour. But Jew1sh tralns, I suspect had a max1mum tﬂ

speed of 30 miles an hour, and that would be even: slower around tﬂ?

¢

bergens and the k8llns (27). Furthermore, ‘the prlorlty system ins

o

far as it did exist required that.Jew1sh'tra1ns,-Jnéqfar as;they v

had priority 2

Dringlichkeitsstufe 2 - to be moving not only

y

JQ

slowly, but to stop when a priority I train had to pass; So they‘“i‘
would be put on, a siding, while another train would move ahéad;
And this I think accounts with the fact that the journey toolk

so lopg and the people in the sealed qarsvwefb sgfféring so much,

specially during winters or in the hot summers.

Qu. I think that from Athens, I remember that what'fhé Corfu Jé#s
told me -~ well, they were shipped flrst by sea from Corfu to Pira

afterwards by traln from Athens to Auschw1tz. 1t took nlne dqyst

' ﬂw JSHY@)QTOH gekl

"and nine nights, or eight nights,

Re. That may have been the longestftfaiﬁ-ﬁourney; the Greek 3§ﬁ§“
being farthest away from Auschwitz,. and I would imagine the‘Séﬁé
m e . WO ne same

for the Jews £ of Rhodes, and from' Athens énd.so:on. This_ia;é

" Qu. Tt was not not aAproblém for tpéTGefmahs.fthiS‘SIBﬁE?s€ 



”-;:the way was not a matter of hight prlorlty so lons as . they got th

TR Tzu TV
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BOBINE 392 suite

% -

of the Jewiéﬁ trains.

:Re, No, thls was not the problem so 1on;.as the Jews were being i{ 

pcd rout - 1n that sense Europe could become free of Jews..Their:;

.axrlval -even’ WLth five or ten percent of the passangers dying O

fula

and tralns could be unloaded and the victims gassed.

Qu. Anyhow, they were doomed.

Re. Yes. *

dHL _»{o.sammb‘iH!H

Que. I talked with a Tolish traindriver, he conducted Jewish train
I

from Bialystok and Warsaw t> Treblinka and I asked him "Did you go,

sn

fast or slow?" , he said very fast, as fast as I could, and I thiﬁﬁ

it was a projection of %is c¢uwn bad consciousness.

Re. Well, we've all the the schedules which themselves allowed fo
pritty slow traffic, and it is hardly likely that that particular
that he ) a

t111n or trains was drivig, would have fxixxd arrived earlier,

in fact they couldn'tl very we¢ll have because, as you hoticed. eac

ofiam 151¥0010

sement of the journey lhiad heen charted out in advance..

Qu. Yes, and if you.. if you could summarize in one or two formuia&?
what you have said -uptil now, how would you .. would you say it?

STAIHOUY WAISNL
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'_Re. Again I‘think,most of them.died«a ﬁorﬂal.death,“afterThaViné’

o

HILBERG_BS-.

(f.-}- . : L
L} wuuld say that for me in parficulaf{ fhe-reilroads afe :

consplcuous and slgnlflcant elemont in the machlnery of destru

o

And many of its lead1nv personalities would have described them‘
selves as good, pnact;c1ng christian moral men. And in thelr 1nd1-

v1dua1 homellves qulte probably were.,In fact, the consplcuous elev
* .

ment in the. entlre operatlon is the sheer absence of Jews becomlngcg»

a speclal category of operatlons within thls network. Schuh Stang-
% —_—

at the center, Klemm a in Generalbetrlebsleltung Ost Stier 1nA
V""" S r T . ‘ .
Cracow are exaamples of peop]e who were by nature of the operation.

=T
beglnnlng to specialize in Jewish transports} But even they have A'

o
no special background that one can discover. And so once again

we see, perhaps more crassly than in other cases, tﬁ%t ordinary
r——‘—-_\-—.‘——'-’

men were performing eXtraordin§£l~£3§§Sc And that to me is a

A \.vw“, — - ;

conclusion that transcends the railroads themselves.

Qu. Yes. What happened with them?

11ved out thelr 11ves. A few were caught be. the Ru851an, I aﬁ’ﬁdtf
. . .
entirely sure whether the Soviets reallzed who they. were, but some
did disappear from Generalbetrlebsleltung Ost whlch Was apparen

ly overrun by the Red Army stlll others Were being 1nvestlgated
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the most part 1nsofar as ‘'we can find them, these OfflClal were'$

tlnulng thelr carreers in the post~war world

american or. french troups, They were! alreadj at work as though-””u

thlng had happened in a new postwar world And so these men per-

sued thelr normal ‘carreers, they_were prbmoted”hS'théy_&ight;f v

still flnlshlng the carreers that they had begun then.

-

Qu. Yes. But some of them I think éven gained - how do you say

grades,.,

Re. Ch. absolutely, the xost conspjcuous would be Geitmann, "who
et s —— '

was in charge at one time of the R01chsbahnd1rektion in,Dpneln,

e e—
in whose Jurisdiction was Auschw1tz itself and who bevame a mem be;

of a four men directorate that ran the Bundesbahn for some’ years,

20 years -

Qu. Not the Reichsbahn, the Bundesbahn?

""(’)Wﬁ{w ;LSIIVJO’IQ,H

le. Yeah, the Bundesbahn. Bundesbahn. But 1t's the same organlzat

the same People, the same tradition, the same procedure. only now‘

a Sonderzug is really a train catrying youths to vacathg4‘f . ggfj,
. : . . C:

e S,

Qu., Yes. Why did they try to make a secrecy of their 1nvolvemnt

r B A.z ‘:

in the destruct:on of the. Jews, do you. have an explanatlon for thl

sz[AIHQW:W 1
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" "Re. Well, I think first of all they had...

PLANT de coupe de Claude ~ Burlington 25, muet;

 BOBINE 393

Ass.iBurllngtcn; 'ilBefg.io i =
" Re. nght from the beglnnlng, when the Allled Powers were looklng fo%%
important persons in the reglme and trled them at Nurnberg,'I am qu1€§
conVaned that noone was even thlnklug about the rallroads as an .lﬁEZ
entrical part.of the~machine or/OI railroad 1en.es p035101e war cr1 gg
minais; And ézerefore also_no documentation was: being collected elthgg
Now, the effect of this quite obtiously was that many of these do-'
cuments disappeamd, grantiung thal the Allied air raids had destroyed
them. But so many of the crucial Fahrplanaﬁordnungen were prepared
in multiple copies that it ls impqssible tbrbelieve that everye;e
of them became burned during the course of the.war, thus many ofl
the railroad people could continue incognito asfit were-without
anyone realizing what they had done, noomne égspectiﬁg it; ﬁct for':
war crime trials, nor for denazification preceedings,ﬁﬂcrvfor anyeyg

thing else. It is prec1sely that fact that made some of the SS so

. very angry, because they were a]ways belng put before trlals, 1n

.front of trlbunals, as if they alone had done everythlng.

owawmsnvoomﬂ 'S"0 THL A

=

Qu. The bouc emissaire..

Re. Yes.:But now, gradually ‘it became, clear that -also the railroads

,had had such a- functlon. And there were now two reasons for not

fpubllc151ng thls material, Thc f1rst is qulte obv1uusly that some




- 1mportant reason is

d’an-lnstltution they

=-want'the reputatlon of hav;vng been the conveyors'of victims

‘increas1ngly they begln ‘to talk about the1r forgotten role in’ the

. mobillzatlon of Barbarossa, the monntlc of the attack upon the

" Qu. Yes, but the.. the very fact that the Allled Powers,_after"z

. of what is meant by a totalltarlan system, the full mean1ng of

HILBERG 38

of theae people could stlll be reliable for tholr dceds and stli

be: placed on trlal and the second and T thlnk 1ncreslngly more¢

to death camps. The-

donefthat

Sov1et Union..

Qu. ‘But they are proﬁd of this.. .
L4
Re. They are quite proud of that achievement. And yet, when it =
comes of course to the Final Solution of the Jewish duestion,
any materlal whatsoever that even touches upon it is handied
most
with very great care. And any official hlstory - such 1s/espe01al

ly Kreidler's History of the role of the rallroads would not in

one word mention Jews as having been one of the items being transt
ported in these trains. And even when one or another railroad
official would talk about the matter, and that is rafe,‘he would

/

do so an the basis of published reports, never revealing new 1n~

formation whlch obv1ously is not ava11able to the general publlc.

'ﬁm()'m‘[w ISNVD

Germany was - defeated never thought of prosecutlng such people

is meanlngful, I thlnk. o

Re. Itﬁs very meaningful yes., It means that the full impllcatlon

SEIAIHC)HV IAIﬁ




fwhét'waé”meant by mobilized Gefmanyvaﬁ notfuﬁdérstoodf

"'Qu. Yes. ox, maybe they did, but that ‘means. - 1t would have been -

W:necessary to prosecute the whole of Germany.,t

" Re. Well it would have beendnecessary to:broseéute iﬁdividualﬁ

: _from every segnent of’ organlzed society. It wuuld have been ne-

' .samp11ng of 1t, that'cross section of it that became invqued,

Re. Thc actual killers who said we are after all only the end

itions, how the destructlon of the Jews has oo had been p0551b1e,‘

‘had to enter 1nto play in order to make thls destructlon n0581b1e.

?M"*“RMB}&E@YW’“ TR ! % ;
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i

cessary to prosecute not the whole of Germany, but that :that

Qu. Beéause.as a matter:of fact what was done was. exactely the
other way round. They decided to chose a samble of individuals

‘ {
and to concentrate all the guilt.

Re; Yes, they chose leaders, and not even all of those, and then
they chose people whe were as it were caught with machine guns

in hands, or the gas kanisters. These were the people.

Qu. Yes. The actual killecrs.

product of a long process.

"L‘(")Wiw 1SNVIO'TOH 'S’ AHL 40 SONICTOH T8

Q&. Yes. But I thlnk that what you. have.._what you have.. what

you have found and Whlch is real]y the reason why your book 1°

a master book: you succeeded to qhow really the 1nslde 1mplica-5

and through which . step, what d1d 1t.. what were the thlngs that

SE[AIHDHV masri /




- Ras Well, thank you.

. the. naz1 antlsemltasm,,thls

’ necessary to enter in thls,

was always afraid that I would come up w1th small answers, and

o for this - is what it was ~ as a serles of llneal steps,‘taken

in 1oglca1 order. And relying abovtall as much as pQSSlble on

HILBERG. 40

talk abmt the ‘nazi antlsemltxsm. and about what was 5

v

Re. Yes.

Qu. I am much more interested in the .. ih'the how, how tﬁéthihg
/

could happen, how did they actually happen, and the drlve to k111c>

always existed, and not only in Germany. But how suddenly the bar;q
riers could fall, in order to permit this glgantlc;extermlnatlon,Eﬂ
this mass extermination. What were the prerequisits. for such a..

such an achievement?

Re. Well, you know, it's a very difficult question. In all of my

worl: I have never begun by asking the big questiongg;begéuse I

I have preferred therofor to adress these thlngs whlch axe mlnuti

or detall in order that T might then be able to put together 1n1”

OWHWJ*SHVQO’IOH s n

a Gestalt a Plcture which, if not an explanatlon, 1s at leat q
descrlptlon, a-more full descrlptlon of what transpired. And in o

that sense I Tcok also upon the burocratic destruction pracess
4

experlence, past experlence. And thls goes, not only 1n01dent1yf




HILBERG 41

for the administrative steps that were taken, hut also the pPsy-~

chological arguments, even the(propaganda. Amazingly little
was newly invented, until, of course,vtﬁe moment came, when one
had to go beyond that which had aiready beeﬁ established by o
precedent and one had to-gass thése people or in some sense

annihilate them on a large scale. Then these burocrates became
inventer so But like all, all in&entbrs of institutions they
did not copy-right or patent_théir achievements and they pre~

.ferred obscurity.
Qu. Yes. Please, go on. (rit)
Re. Well, I think you are driving at..
t
Qu., I was completely with you,‘myfquestion was not eh..

Re. Yes, I, I..
Que. I thvint it was a practical one.

Re, I ﬁhink you are driving‘at‘a deeper penetration of that que

tion ~ h o w it was done. And I can tell you just how I aske
myself the question, and ‘how I pfoceded to answer it for wmyself
and in that way perhaps come closer to what you want to hear.

As I begun that work, I was very young. rerhaps it should he

~ <

pointed out..

Wue Yes - T owonld like to Xnow the Leginning, as a matler of fag

y-

THOIWAIA I$NVOOTOH 'S’ THL 40 SONIATO
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Re. Perhaps it should be rointed out that I was all of 22 years o

age. And when I say that I begaql I do mean to imply fhat I alrea

had the ambition,

that is the word, to describe the process as a

whole. Now I had neither the knowledge or experience to estimate

what it would take. I did need an ordering Principle. I did need.

4 @IDNA0YITY

an outline. I did need‘soﬁething,-that would enable me to go into,g

piles of documents that were not indexed, and thus looking at onégé

item pretaining to 1943 in the Justice Ministry, and anothe item g

pertaining to 1945 in the banks, and yet'another item, falking

H dH

about the SS in 1944,-be able to put these documents, all of whicQ:

are out of context into an order, into a definite pattern, that

would make sense., And I had to use some tools of analysis for thi

oN1a1

Purpose, and I obtained them, I obtained them, I did not make then?

unp myself, and in particular I obtained the notion of the process,™

of the destruction process from one man, who wrote an affidavit

immediately after the war, and almost casually and incidently

zave me the clue, if you like the key. And this was of course

Kasztner.
Wite Hasztner?

Ne. Absolutely.

BCRINE 394

, <
Ass. DBurlington, Hilberg 11

’

“e What.. what did they get from the rast, the nazis?

SHAIHOYUYV IAIHE[SIIIAI TVIHONWAN ISAVOOTOH 'S’ EIH.I.
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2

Re. They got the actual content of measures-which they took, fo

example the barring of Jews from offlce, the prohlbltlon of in-

C
termarrlages, the employment in’ Jew1sh homes of female persons

under the. age of 45, the various marking decrees, éspecially

the Jewish star, the compuisory ghetto, the waraens of any
will executed by a Jew that might work in such a way as to pre-

vent inheritance of hislproperty by someone who was a Christian

Many such measures had been worked out over the course of more

than

a thousand years by authorities of the Church and by se~

cular governments that followed in those footstéps. And the ex--

perience gathered over that time became a reservoir that could

be used, and which indeed was used to an amazing extent,

- “ue You, you mean that what one can compare?

Re. One can actually comdare .. one can comPare a rather large
5

*§' AHL 40 SONIA'TOH THL WOUA aa:)_nao}i‘dm

number of German laws and decress with their counterparts in

the pust and find completo Parallels, Even in detail =~ as if

thay were a memory which autheratically extended to the period

of 1933 and 1935, 1939 and hevond,

Q. In such respect they didn't invent anything

™, ™
S

hey invanted very l;ttge, “andd théy did no» 1nvent the por-

epleton MW

taken over 1ocAst0ﬂ ("”) and

trait of the Jew, ‘which adso

varril {°) from writings going Wack to the 16th century. So

ven the propaganda, where they worked with

imagination ang

tnvention, aoven thera thay ware remarhabl— in the footsteps of

tiiose who preceded them, from “avtin Luther to the 19th century,

SAATHDOAV WNASNIA ’Ivmowaw 1SAVDOTOH



" Que ..0r expulsion..

HILBERG 4&4

And here again they were not inventive. They had to become i%g

tive with the Final Solution, that was their greét’invention;g

and that is what made this entire procéss different from allc>
. . C '

a

others that had preceded that event, And in this respect, wﬁ%%

transpired when the Final Solution was -+ adopted,

precise, when the burocracy moved into it, was a turning poi%%

in Hlistory. Even here I would suggest in locigal progression,gé
-

Because from the earliest days. from the 4th century, 5th cenpsy

one which came to fluition in what might be called closure.

tury, 6th century the missionaries of Christianity had said =

in a fact to the Jews: "You may not live among us as Jews."

The secular rulers, who followed them,.from the late Middle

Ages, had then decided: "You may not live among us'". And the

Nazis finally decreed: "You may not live.,"

[
i
[

Qu. Yes. This means that the three steps were.. the first one

was conversion.e.

‘SN HH.L 40 SONIA'TO

©

¢« —es cOnversion,.
Qu. .. followed by ghettoization,

Re. .. expulsion..

-

Pl

AW TVIIOWIIN LSNVDOTOH

Expulsion. And the third mas the "territorial solution.
of course a solution carried out within the territories o

the German command, excluding emigration ~ death.

SAATHOYV WNAS

or to be ngre

0

o

en-

-

.
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Qu. The final.. »

aouydayd

you see, is rehlly

final. Because people'whd are converted, can yet be in segtet

-Re. Final Solution. And the Final Solution,

Jews. People who are ekﬁelled can yet‘return; But people s o

P - " are dead will not reappear.

Qu. Yes. And in such a respeét in the- last stage they wer

THL NOY

really piomneers and inventors. This was something new.

Re. This was something unprecedented and this was somethi

NIGTOH

newe.

‘Qu. Yes. And how can one figure.. give some ideas about t

complete newness of this. Because I think that this was n

fer themselves too.

Re. Yes, it was new, and T think for this reason

+» that

fOH 's'n 401 40 $9

cannot find a specific document. a specifiec Plan, outline

or blueprint which states: "Now the Jews will be killea.”

R ‘ : Zverything is left to influence from general words,

Qu. Influence from?

Re. General wording. The very wording Final Solution o to
solutien, or territorial solution leo
¢

buracrate that Lo must Infsre e cannct read that documoent

1

aves something to the

oc o zamnoll evan read GBrinz's famous letter to Hoydrich,

at " and of July 1741,

charging him in two pvaragrarhis to
t

procede with the Final Solution. And taking that documen

SHAIHOUY WNASAN TV I}IOWEIIAI LSavOO
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to side, averything is clarified far from it.

‘Qu., Far from it?

Re. Far from it. F gnty it was.an au-~

vy

"S"N. AHL 40 SONIATOH FHLNOHA @IDNA0dd

thorization to begin something that was not as yet capable of be

»ut into words.

gu. W1, I think that this is the best formular - the authorisa-

tion to invent.
Re., I think it - I think of it that way.

Qu. Yes. And this was the case for every agency, as a matter of

fact.

Re. Absolutely for.evcry agency, in.every ﬁspect of this operatio
Invention was necessairy. Certainly at this point. Decause &very

problem was unprecedented. Not just how to kill the Jews, but wha
to do with their property thercafter, and not only that, but how

to deal with the problem of not leaving the world know what had

happened. All of these multitudesof problems.

Qu. Butthis was what strolke me so much, because everybody talks

even now about the German Crdnung, the German orderly way of .. ©
*

v

“illing. and everybody L= thinlkiiag abeut the .. the factoiy pro-

cn=a of Jduschwitze Dut Suscehwits came very late, as a matter of
Thot. WOien veu read what happened at the beginming with the first

»xtermination camps, Cheluro, Delwoc. Sohibar it wwaec o~ omaes Tt

a

SHATHOUV WNISAN TVIRIOWAN LSAVDOOTOH
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Thore is a sense ol direction
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disorder.

Re. Absdlutely. People were being duméed along the route. There
was a tendency,'yqu see, of the part of'fhe‘burocracy, to take
steps before one realizes where these stepé are.actualiy going
to end. So people were being transporteq,-let us say to Lodz.

et us say to Riga, let us say to Kaunés from Germany, and withi

Toland they were being shifted from one place to the other all

in quote "preparétion", ﬁhithout there being clarity as to what
it is that was being prepared. Certéinly not to the extent that

one would know at the beginning where these Jews were going to

dic.

190 SONIGTIOH AHE WONA AIDNA0ddHd

Qu. Yes. And why this tendancy, or this general tendancy of the

German burocracy to act without even preparation in one way?

Re. I now believe that thét is the_oniy way in which one caniact
at all in such a matter. That whien one talks about Such a thing
e ferenrand, oue canaot p&ssibly do it. And if one is going to

do it, one cannot possibly talk about it. And this I think is

an essential requisit and an essential attribute of such drastic
activities as those we are talking abnuf; Ana I doubt.. do be-
lieve as I did believe for some years that with the Germans

as limmler said it was . a naftbl of inborn tact ~one does not

talk about these thln"s. But this also means, you see, that one

does not outline them, one docs not plan them. The plad, the

O

outliine, the geoal emerges from the steps as they are beinsg ta

y You sce, there is a sense that

o)
o

SMHQ&VNQHSQMHQM&IALLSQYQQ’IQHMZIH

iz zoing in .every more drastic steps towards something unprece-
dented., There is a sense of meating History and of making i"istory:



ment of the

will
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that is Pervasive in the entire burocracy. And everyone, however

remote he may be from the center of the. action is somehow aware
of it, and consehsed the need for his contribution.

Qu. Yes. For instance, one of the very striking-facts - and you

talk about this in your book ~ when one reads about the first

deportations, shipping to the Bast in 1940, 1941, in the Polish

ghettos, when they start to ship the Jews from the Reich for in-

stance, or Czechoslowalkia, or Wien, the Altreich .. nothing is

pPrepared to welcome them, to receive them. Ang the nazis were

already in Poland in charge of the ghettos, 'let's take Lodz for

instance, complained..

Re. A report about this influx of 20 000 people..

t
]
£

Qu. Yes. Complained to Berlin - what shall we do with all these

Jews, these new Jews...

Ass. Burlington, Hilherg 12

Re. If you take the Taw for the Pratection of German Blcod and

Tarour, which was enacted on September 13 B, 1935, you will

and -

find that this Provisicn, /sexual in-

that outlaws intermarriag

tercourse hetween Germans and ch§ 3oes back to the synode of

v + s . —an
Slvira in the year 102 EN

If you look at the law of the reestahlish-

Professional civil servants of April 7th, 1833, wyou
find that Jews were barred Lfrom Liolding

public office by
thie synode of Clermont, in 33%3. Ir you would lcok at a decree

m{O SONIATOH HH.L IAIOHH aIdNa@odudad
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of July 25, 1938, wﬁereby Aryans are not supposed to be séing

cudad

Jewish doctors, that particular provision goes back to a synod

.. all the way again to the Middle Ages.
Que. Even this?

Re. Even this. The Trulanic Synod

the year 692 in this case. If you look at such a decree as .thi
of the Sozialausgleichsabgabe, which provided that Jews had to
pay a special income tax for the support of

organzisations and so on, then you find that that goes back to

[¢]
o) T
NIATOH THL WO¥d aIdNa

the Synod of Gerdna, in the vear 1078. Added to that of course ()
. ] 0

are the more famous measures, marking the Jews with a star,

d0

compulsory ghettoization., all of which have origins in canonhqaw,
in synods and decisibns of the Church. %here is_thus a great fétqv
servoir of experience to draw upon andAthe remarkable thing abégt
burocracy everywhere is that they invent as ]iftle as possible&:“

and use as much of the past as they can. ind that’'s illustrate

in this case. especiallye..

DJOTO

gu. You said the propaganda too.

e
[¢]

ONWHIN LSOV

e, The same is true for propaganda, because the German vers:
he years of the 19371h, alledzing that the Jows are world

conquerers, would goout to conguer tlie world if they could, tH

Al

the Jews are criminals, that the Jews are parasites, all thes
¢ .

themes can be found in the writings of Martin Luther, in Die

Juden und ihre Lilgen, puhlished in 153%. .s a matter of fact

T misht intervellat a personal story. When I was in Munich as

=
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a young soldier, immediately after the capture of the city..

Qu.. You mean in the American Army?

Re. In the American Army, yes, if it is neéessary to add, and

ee it is the American Army that captured unich., I found a book
by Luther published by the Va21'Party. I could not of course be—
lieve that this really was Luther, you see, I couldn't believe
my eyes when T read it, but subsequently I went to the New York
public library and found therriéinal book, and could verify
that the nazi party version, except for spellings,‘was entirely
the same as Luther's original bhook. So once again, you see: even
the propagaﬁda bould rest upon earlier conceptiéns and writings,
going back in this case to the 16t§ oenfury. Nothiné new here.
The newness camme with the Final Sofution itself. Because all of
these measures supported Church policy, which was in the first
-vﬁtance the conversion of the Jews. To male their life miserable,
sufficiently, so that they would see the light and become Chrls~
tianse. But the Church could not go further than that. The Church
would not kill, for then it would loose its basic obJectlve.

And that's the reason that when it came to the Final SoJutlon,

the Germans had to become inventors and 1nnovators on thelr own.
Q. Yes, and the Church “had not tne same goals.

Re. No., Of course not.

1. don, tu coupes, tu coupes, tu coupes quand tu veux.

=
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“of Krupp, IG-Farben could think

"Jews have bee

through the system, thus w

it is the first sten of
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Cam. Annonce!

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg 13

Qu. What seems to me reméquable, and I would like to have your

comments on this point, is how the Germans have stolen the Jew
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during all the steps of .the process of destructlon, and at all

the levels. How they started w1th expropriations of the Jewish

enterprises and industries to go at the end with the iooting

in the ghettpes, and even with-the'robberj of the belongings

of the Jews in front of the gass. chambers, and even the pulling

out of the golden teeth. And I think it is really astonishing

how a modern State, a bighly 1ndustr1allzed State, the State
of..of pulllng the golden teeth

out. And it seems that 1t is an Ldaology of anti- —-Productiveness

-

of non- productivity, completely the other way round, a real

ideology of destruction.

Re. The process of taking away property is a parallel one with

thr destruction of thce Jews, bocauso it accompanies evervy

that is being taken. In actual fact we see it going on from

1933 until the very end, because it does not even stop wpen the

n gassed. The personal belongings have to be shuttl

being .
e see it even/lnterrupted. as it were,
Lan the Allies captured the various‘cgmps, and captured Der-
4

lin, and captured the RNeichisbank. The very first step taken.

was the dismissal of Tﬁ"lqﬂ civil servants and that is 1933,

L cconandc destruction, next come the
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CR: ¢

aryanizations which pit German firms against Jewish enterprises g

the process of course is being controlled by the Economy Mlnlstﬂg

which is trying to avoid a situation in whlch there is too much
blddlng, for

what the German firms and Garman banks were ca111

objects, "ObJekte" because here you see is the last stage du-

ring whlch Jews are capable of barvalnlng, and that bargainin~

has' to be Suppressed. So we. have here the stage of what is called.
a voluntary aryanizaticn, whithi banks always'acting as middle-

men in the Process, taking some commissions, this is what the

Dresdner Bank was involved with to a very great degree, and in

the main, in this aryanization process German industry is more

concentrated, it becomos even larger, that is to sa the rela-
;] =1 ] " ?

tionship between large enterprises and small enterprises is now

changed 'in favour of the large enterprises, because it is the

{
larger ones that tend to aecquire Jewish Property, insofar as
they are industrial undertakings of any sort.

'$"0 AHL 40 SONITTOH EIH.L“]AIOHJ a :ma

Qu. They are the one whicﬁ bave the money..

Ne. They have the money ‘and have the know-h

0w, and who have the
the

means and/available fuuds w11th which to orerate qulck]y and

efficiently. But you must remember that in Germany the curtaila-

zation law in 3eneral favour

WHW;LSQYL)Q’IOH

ed larger cntervrxses and Arvaniza-

g naral process. Now by 1935 we see the volun

tary aryanizations becoming

r,[L"’T"*J.ﬁ

complusory. Now, after Kristallnacht

that is the big step. There are to be no more Jewish enterprises,
4

and those that are not

worthy of being continued, that is to say

the small Quos, are te hae ligui2ated, and thae stocks are to he

=
c
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réj
=




i«

. zellan, a Jewish enterprise, hut acqulred by Germans, should hav

IIILBERG 53

aguired, the 1nventor1es are to be acqulred by German trade asso
ciations. So we have now even fewer enterprises in operatlon, be
cause you must remember, most &f them weren't liquidated rathef
than arfanized, they ére not e;en being confinued. It ié very

interesting to see what happens after aryanization. There is a.
lot of conversation about the retention of Jewish firm némes,A 

and now you find all of a sudden that for example Rosenthal Por-

of course a new name. The extirpation of the Jewish name of cdur
was part of the destruction Process. one is supposed to change
street names, one is supposed to change all kinds of names inso-
far as they are Jewish. But the new Possessors of this enter-~

prises resist this particular demand..
Qu. Because Rosenthal is a good label..

Re. Well, it was a very good label? it was a property, you know,
after the war what was going to seil Rosenthal china all over
the world. So vou see, it paid off{ and this was not the only
enterprise of its kind. There is a great deal of correspondance
about simply retaining Jewish names. Even that was a prdbleﬁ.
Now after the Jews have lost property, and rarticularly after
the German Armies are marching into ?olapd and into other coun-

)

iare this whole process is being repeated, in
of course
France and/especially in Holland and so on..

-

tries, wh

Gue In the same..

2. Tu the same way. The cntire destruction precess gets repea-~

tad, as soon as the Nermans arllvo somewhere, and that rreans

o
)
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and
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one has to aefine what is meant by a Jewish enterprise,
one has to set maximum limits to the price that may be paid

a Jewish enterprise, and then one has to specify what 1s to happ

orliquidate that enterprlse, what is to happen to securities, wﬂ%&

is to nappen to otner papers‘ this is a rather elaborate and ‘com-T

nlexX process.

Que Tt is a aifficult one.

Re. It's a very difficult one, it involves stock exchanges,

fede
ot
et

o]
o]
o)

volves everything that is pPart and parcel of the commercial

financial world. But the Jews are now left in a position of havi

to labour.,

DODINE 394
A D90

Ass. Burlington, 1lilherg 14

“ne After the outbreak of war, the expropriation pPrecess is aimed

at taking from the Jews their labour or their personal belongings

That is to say, there is now much less to he gotten from any eco-

nomic wmeasures from the Jows than there was bhefore. This is no

Tun;cr the period when coal mines or other major enterprises can

m

lie obtained. There is no more m Jor property, such as that of thek

“etscheks, or the Rothsehilds,

H

oF the Weinmanns to be taken. In-

stead, one is unow looking at very noor People,

one is exploiting

tham, one is cexploiting their labour and ons is t*y nz to gat the

DY
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last out of whatever there is to be gottenf.And what is sometim
astonishing to me is‘the‘fact that here again yoﬁ see the relen
lessness of the destruction process, we see all of the expgrtqe
we see all of the specialisté, we see all of‘the procedures ﬁei
employed to tak; the litfle things, Just-as muchbeﬁergy is_pour
into the process at this point than there was befcre.'So.the me

ting in the Labour Ministry, for examplé, to try to find out ho

(07: B 9T (L0t

to tax these very small Jewish wages. So they come up with the
Sozialausgleichsabgabe, which was also incidently imposed on

?éles. Cr they are truring to have various wage regulations, in-
terestingly enough in Toland Jews very often were employed with

aANY .o

40 SONEITOH FHL

Qu. .. salarv..

t
]
i

AHL

Re. any salary, any pay whatsoever, But the situation was so chéz

S

otic, the situation was so absolutely out of hand, that finalry&n

the German administration decided that Jews were in principle t%a

O

receive 80% of the Tolish wage. Whereupon in one Kreis the Wehr-

J

macht immediately dismissed all of its Jews because they were n%?

soing to pay 80%, and the Stadthauptmann in Czestochowa says,

well, I assume that such a regulation, like others I received,

can savely been thrown away, and I have done so accordingly.

tie is'ho# going fo o§ey any dirvective that forces him-to'pay

even 70, of the wage. so we finﬁ'here thwat basicly the process
<

goes on in the labour field. T.ater on of course, when the Jews
=3 L 4
’

are sent to various concentration camns, and particularly also

SHATHOUY WAASON TVIIOWAN LS
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Auschwitz, we find that now the companies are regquired to pay th

wages to the 55, who owned the Jews as slaves. And there they ar

‘the very same companies that were employed in the expropriation

nrocess, the ones that were-looking for"Objekte”" are mow the emp

yers of Jewish labour, IG Farben, or Krupp as an example. And ju

a3

5]

efficiently as they had done those othér things. they now also
use Jewish labour for.productien; Sé#etiﬁes, when the Jews are
being,shipped out of Germany, questioﬁs arrise to what is to_hap
pen to therpensions, what is to happen to'fhe payménts that were
be;ng made to retired Jewish employees, and here we find a very
crass example indeed. In 1942, after the first tfansparts had

ieft with Jews to the East..
Qu. Of German Jews?

Re. German Jews now - the Oberfinanzprisident from ﬁérlin,.that'
representative =
is the chief/of the Finance Ministry din the Berlin district is

trying to collect from companies that had been paying pensions to
Jewish employees who are now retired the sums that up to then had

been paid to these employees. Now we, the German Reich, under the

SNVOOTOH

ordinance of the Reichscitizenshiplaw, die 11, Verordnung. we hav

I

now the 1egal right to these pensions, bscause we are by law the EE

successors of the Jews, and furthermore, it is a basic principle E:

that only the Reich profits fiom the destruction of the Jews.
There is not supposed to be a private profit from it. And what -

do we find? We find here a letter from the Berliner Handelsge-~
P .

TVIIO

sellschalt, which is a .. an camplover .in this case, and hich,
I &S

as one of thHe wmore forwnrd looking emplovers had heen havinag

a pengion system although not one that was wested in the.. in the
i M 3 .

SHATHOYUYV WAASNIN
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Qu. .. tie same story as a matter of fact that the insurance

and it's called Kristallnacht, because rocks were thrown into

 HILBERG 57

pensioner. They.. they héve Qee AN oldage‘security aﬁd assistence
soéiety which paid these pensions to former employees. And now
they are saying - and this:is July 20, 1942, a rather ear;y

time ~ and this is the legal division ofvthe Berlinerbﬂandels-
gesellschaft writing tolthe Econonmy graup of the Germaﬁ ban-
kers: it -is entirely out qf the huestion‘tﬁat they would hand
over pensions heretofore paid the Jewish emﬁloyées to the Germa
Reich. Aﬁd now they are sd‘crude as to refer to Jews who had
been shoved off, "abgeschoben™, and the feason, they say. is

that there is mnot eveﬁ any indication_that the 3ews in question
are still alive. Are still alive. This is beiﬁg written as

early as July 1942, and quite ohvidusly one doesn't pay pen-
sions to dead beople, and quite obhviously there can be no ques-
tion of transferring these pensions to tbe Reich, because you.
cannot receive a pension when yoi are dead. This however does

not apply to the personal belongingé of the pecople, those

OH

personal belongings certainly can be acquired by the Reich and.

one. after the Kristallnacht.

Re. Absolutely. Except that here of course the question was mo
complicated. In Kristallnacht, you will remember, the Farty
organzized a certain violence against Jewish establishments,
windows of Jewish shops. What‘was not calculated of caurse was

+hat tlie Luildings in whichi these shops were located belonged

1, WO¥A @IDNAOYdTH
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-even joked about it a t a meeting,
J o
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g

)

to.Aryans. The owners of these buildings were not Jews. THereggfe,

the windows that were broken, were w1ndows that were the prop&y-

ty of Gcrmans. These w1ndows were 1nsured with the German 1nsﬁ:
Y

rance companies. The 1nsurance company had to pay the German - U

ovner for the damage done. Furthermore, the cifficulty now wa

that the glass that had becn broken had been manufactured in

Belgium, so that foreign currency would have to be used in a

time where it was badly nedded for other purposes to restore -

he street aprarence. And the only thing that GSring could do

for these poor pPeople was to mak

(YI()II(HIIJ,IH() .E

e sure that the Jews would pay

for the restauration of the street apparence, thus giving the

insurence company for once something that they really were not

entitled to. They were not, you see, entitled to {incompra-.

hensilble }. But G8ring took' -

pity on Hilgard who represented the insurance companies and

saying M"Here I am an angel

in somewhat cecrpulate form, rescuing you from your legal ob-

ligatiors," and thouzht +that the insurance companies should be

grateful for that.

Qu. Yes. lle convinced him that he was.. he helped him to earn

mnoney.

Re. That's right. Well, yes, of course. DBut as the destruction
- 1 " .

Process proceeded and went ou its course the last vastage

of what the Jews owned was taten away. When Jewish apnartuents

woere closed, the funiture was talon over and was distribhuted

SAATHOYY WNASAIW TVIHOWAIN ISNVIOTOH 'S’ AHL A0 SONI
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bombings began to the bombed out Germans. The furniture of Jews

“in Belgium, and in the Netherlands, and in France was taken hold

of by Einsatzstab Rosenberé which here opefated in the West, and
was shipﬁed to deserving German.famiiies bombed out etc. Inci-
dantly, some portion of this‘furniture ﬁent ‘to railroad employees
in recognition of the services that the railroad were rendering
in tfansporting the Jews under these difficult conditions. And
interestingly enough, very 1itt}e furniture was used from Foland,
because it was in such ﬁorrible condition that it wasn't fit for
Germans quite obviously. So we find that that, and alse the mere
fact of an appartment shortamge in Germany, -. that appartment
shortaze had a tremendous effect on the desire c¢f the wvarious
regional people to evacuate Jews, to shove them off, as they
would say, as quickly as possible. Indeed, the appartment.shor—
tage was giveﬁ as one of ﬁhe main réasons for starting the de-~
sortations in Germany itself. And that's why they begin there

in the fall of 1941, before therc even is any killing center,
hefore there is any place to which thesc people can be sent,

nut the appartment shortage bere loows as an jmrortant woti-
vation, and is used as a rcason to shove these people off, as

they saye.

Ju. They need badly the flats?

Ta. Thev already nced the flats, and this is hefore any hozbing,

well actually what they need is.. is .. they need space for peon

o had been waiting for their apparitments, Lecause the construc—

Lion Trogramues severely curtailed anyway, there was no noTial

=t
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replacing of housing in the Hitler years. And therefore these
few Jewish avpartments were badly desired by people who wanted

to move up in the world, and they used their influence to get

these places, and there is a lot of correspondance of that alon

Qu. Yese.

o

NIGTOH THL WO¥d A¥ONaA0¥dTd

Re. In a city like Yunich, for instance. Now of course, once t
Jews arrive in the death camps, they just come with their few

kilogramms of personal belongings, but they may have gold, the

<

may have foreign currency, they may have other things and in
that last search. those things are taken, and are followed throufh

elaborately through the mechanism of banks and various other

40 S

institutions for final utilization. And it gets so that the léngq
hair of women is cut off for purposes of making

necessary in submarines, you see, Ffor firing torpedos, and it
gets so that gold teeth are pulled, because gold is very va-

luable and is still a foreipn exchange earner, and here we see
o * ”,

theeao

DCDBINE 397

Came. Vas-vy.

.

Ass. Buriington, Milherg 15,
No

c. As wnch as we sce the efficicncy of the Germans in the ap-

s
Jewish proverty, it is interesting te note also

iy

rropriation o
that onz hasic princisle threughout thoe process most particu-

Tarl: e dhe Final S3alaetlon Mogon

et
o]

tl:at cconnmic consider

.
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were not to interfere with the progress of the destruction pfo-
cess, and mést particularly so with the dépoftations, which were
frequently.. were cutting into the,ghettés, cutting into thé arma-
ment plans by taking away the labour litterarly over night. Now,
there are remaiquable inefficienéies which are not immediately
apparent, in ﬁarticularly the ghetto system. It's to be observed
that,_ﬁhereas some of the ghettos in Foland were established as
early as the end of 1939,Aothcr rnot until the gnd of 1940 or even
later than that in the case of Upper Silésia. And the reason is
that in each case when a ghetto is being established, a large
price was paid, in production, in upseiting the entire economy

of a region, in the very reruling of the traffic flow, non col-

lection of rents, all kinds of upsetting uprheaval phenomena.
S11e You mean hecause of the ghctto%zation nrocess”?

Dy

NE, The ghettoization itself.

<
s

.
s

le. And then you see that whith each ghetto the zconomy of the
Jews has to bhe reestablished. Yow, if you look inside Warsaw, '/
you ohserve that in a pop»ulation of more than 40C,000 ghetto
inhmmbhitants mot morce than ten prercent were emploved. Tow, a
92% unecmployzent, that is to say 90 of the peorle not working,
although this would include children and people not capable of

. 4 . . . ’
working, vyou do see c¢h.. a growth of inefficiency. You can't take

from »eople that which they are not producing. And even when

SHATHOIV NNASNN-FYRIOWAWESAVOOTOH "SI AHLHO SON
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e e I heldlonss at the

- s 1 osrarlora?
Wue The Jows were the shilled workors!
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in Warsaw for example the Peek of efficiemncy at the middle of

1942 is roughly a. 100 000, or barelv 100 €00 who are worklng,

and that still means that at 1east another 100 OOO capable of
working are not worklng. It is at that peek that the Germans

empty out the.ghetto. Now, clearly..

Guwe The people were working for the-Ggrmah ..

Re. Even in- .. even in... even -including that. Now, Hlmmler sa

p.

HL AG SONFITOH THL WOUA (_[EIQD([OHJERI :

"epeatedly that he would not recognize the argumont of war pro-

duction. He says this in a variety of contexts, whenever it is a

ledged that the frequent movements interfere with Production in

one way or another. And he says he wi
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of war production in the Final Solution of the Jewish Question,

e regards it as an excuse. Hiowever, it really was a cost in thebq

destruction process of setting the gains which accrewed to the

Cermans from various expropriations, labour exploitations and

confiscations, and ultimately the cost was greater than the
et total of gains whieh coulel T registerad from thess various

Aryanizations. The cost was sreater because the relinguishment

of labour in a situation of
of the opportunity to train and 2mploy, most especially in Eastegg

Turope, peeple who in any case were heavily concentrated in a
L k] 4

T

siiegd o semi-skilled Lalour. areh.

3 wWas a coest

SNVOOTOH SN

extreme labour shortage, the foregoinﬂg~
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Re. The Jews were skilled or semi-skilled workers as sodn as you
enter Poland and all the way to the Ukraine the same situation
of occupational structure shows up. So that the Germans were her

making quite a s#crifice. One ﬁhiéh doesn't.appéar in the books,
because well, they would enter meticulously every receipt in the
budget, they would not eénter the'foregoing of labour. This is
now an estimate which one can hardly. make, because hardly vyuau
calculate that which was not produced. And yet we know it. In-A
terestingly enough, the Jews tbemselves did not believé that

the Germans would take going production disrupted, and and and
simply forcgo ?he benefits of it, and that's why the Jeﬁs be-
lieved so long as they were working, they might be safe, and

that was a critical error.

Uu. Yes. This was the ideology of rescus throuch work.

A Z:

wihiich,which

. N
Re. Rescue through work./vhich would arply only on the assumptioﬁn

that the CGermans were cowmplatoely rati

nowmie soensce of the word

srnality wmeans, T ms

my gain

3

f

STATHONY WNASAA TYRIONAN LSQVOOTOH

and T ainimize my losses, and the Jews thought that the Gormans
were completely raticnal in this eccnomic sense and, of course,

thery wore net. Which means that the Jews made a grievous error

in making that assumption in the first place.

Wue Tes, but this is a very important point, bécause they wanted

to stezl everything Trom the Jows..

’
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output, wouXd nevertheless forego clear advantages and would
do so consistently in the Jewish sector, most especially when
the labour shortage would become critical. There might be com-

rrowises, in other words, there would be a situation of saving

AIDAAOAITT

the Jews capable of labour until the last moment. One wouid make

these distinctions between productive and non productive elements.

Qu. Yes.

Re. But in the end, and this is the crucial thing? Jewish labour,
the labour of Jews, was not labour. In the end, it was just
Jews. And this classification, the classification thét a Jew is
a Jew, toék precedence over economic considérations. That is a
crucial poinf throughout the destruction process, and omne of.

-

it$ main caracteristics.

e Yes. And you think that this was the.. the most dangerous :
o S

error of the.. of the Jews themselves.

Reos Yes it was, because it.. it applies of course to 1941, to

1gho, 1943, even 1944,

INTR-ESAVOOTOH 'S FHLJ

Qu. In Lodz?

Yes, absolutely. And in other places.
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Qu. And it's a... It's really the most difficult thlng to understan§

becausge in one way, what X sa1d Germany was a highly 1ndustr1a1ize§§

country, and they had Krupp, and they had the gold teeth of the Jew%%

'Re. Still, you see. when you look at Krupp and the gold teeth, well

H
it is very diffucult to sedthe’ acquisition of enterprises and the

acquisltion of the gold from the teeth as being in the same catego~

"rye It is, Because, although it seems to us now bizarre, the fact

of the mattef is, to the Germans both were Jewish property. The

coal mines belonging to the Petscheks in the Sudentenlend or in

Si1351a and the gold teeth extracted from Jewlsh corpses in Ausch-
\ witz,

‘\,
1

those were Jewish properties properly in their view, taken

and booked as receipts. So, in that. sense° fxm for the Germans it's

P

in a Plus column. These are assets,
; v W huna L,L{‘Y\
The relinquishment of Jewxsh labour on the other

‘these are gains, these are

e oo

acquasitnns.

hend is a m:nus column. These are llabxlities, these

And it is admittedly very,

are'losses.'

‘SN Hﬁl J0 SONIATOH E[Hl WOYA ad

very diff1eu1t for & normal human be:ng

tc see this accounting system for what it was, to see the Plus and
* the minua clearly, to recognize that to thesme people evena.,. even.‘

4

a.. 8e«. radio that “war barely working, even a parr of binoculars

1SQVDOTOH

that had had better days, even spectacles, even shoes, warm clo-

é : . thing wauld: stlll be utilized. It would be cleaned, it would be

disinfected, it would be dlstributed. X Everything was used,

however small.

Qu, Yes, that's what I mean, This is an‘ideology for death.

Re« This is an ideology that is in conformity with death, and this

STATHOUV-IWAZSOIN TYRIOWAIWN
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is what these two, plus and minus, had in oommon. because both,

both have the object finally to eliminate Jewry altoghther with
its property disappearing entirely.

Qu. But when you eee, foxr inetance in Annchwitz, when they gather

_the.. the.. there were krippled Jewa, when'they_gathered all the
. proﬁéses! o ) '

.

Re, OFf couree, of course.. You see, in thil.. in this regard they
were totally retienel. They were rational to the point of »

You were taking what ordinarily wuuld not be taken. You regard
even vwhat is in the body as the 'Property of the German Reieh'
in accordance with the 11th or the 13th ordinance of the Reiehe

Citizenship Law. And indeed. when we noticed the arguments in

the war Ccrimes trzals, one of these dentists, you see, was being -

asked: "Now, aren't you -a. participant in murderx by pulling these

teeth’" He said: ."On no, I mean, from the legal standpoint, the

corpscfloats in No Man's Land." The teeth, the gold teeth be~

longed to the Reich. He pullms them, and he doesn't even consider

that this is particularly wrong.

Qu. Yes. But it is =mo contrary of what is today modern consume -

society. Let's take the American one, where everything il thrown

away. .

Re. Oh, one doesn't keepx.a. yes, yes, yes of course. But the

United States is a society of waste and.. and.. and the Germans

were not. Now you have to remember’that very heavy emphasize was

Placed through all the Hitler years upon saving everything that

R TR |
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cuuld be savgd. Because it was a shoi-tage' economy.

K]

Qu. 'YGS;'

- BOBINE 228
An. Bt.l::‘l!.ing_i_:_m'zl Hilberg 16

‘Que Well, I would like that we talk about that fomul. o

FNOUA AADNAOUITA

about thc beginnings of the.. of the extam:lnation as aueh. Becau#

XI'm very nmch asn:lnst the idea that one can givs 'birth.. engendre

C’RH

extomination frome.. when starting with German History, with Psy;
. the - : :
c‘hoan;tlysis. with Marxism. with/economic crises, with the antiaemp.tsm

:Ln general. I think that there is .. there is a gap. There comes

S_E)NI(I

the moment when one has to kill and to decide a'bont the killings. .
And the best proof of this is that mmm when one goés to Poland foQ. 3
instance and when one talks to the former guards of the extermina-i
tion camps, with the killers. at the very beginning: they were notH
: ."ready. I you take Belzec or Sobibor or even Treblinka, one has' tm
feelins that they had to go at such a speed not to... to miss the [T |
moment and wverything was made in a completo disorder, at the timgo-l X

Inow .
fw there are several ideas in thias , it's very difficult.

SAVOO

Re. Now, I as you lnow share the view that you :;ust expressed, beéﬂum

the one question most frequently asked of me is 'Whg. why. why Ev.u%

pean Jews were killed?'

Qu. This is the quéstipn..

¢

Re. Yos. Its.. it's the question most froquently asked also %

:inw TYRION®

because up to the point when the Jews are being conccntrafed_ you

‘can say that the measures produced certain economic benefita to B

SHATHOUY N
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4

many, but quite clearly beyondl that point, the costs exceed any
rossible gains. So the 'why' becomes even moro‘inaistant, Ea»

S

° .
cause X even in the context of an agressiv, highly self-corfbred

. . destructivn machine, one cannot i‘ully understand why th:l.s aEbu].d

| be done. And I also would say that the fact that there may ﬁhve
been an :ldoology of propaganda does not in the 1east explaig
anything about what trangpired mow. And I would say this foﬂ

: throo reagons? First of all, we find in the machinery of dagmc-

: sectors
t:lon now at that point the divers xixiownax of. German aociotg

" not all of whom were in the very center of that 1dcology or™

o highly propagandaizad in nazi thought, even auluming that t@

1

ss wa-, and that's a big assumption to make. But in additidy

to thatconsideration, there were two others. And oneof th

;sm

is that the blueprint is missing;, the plan is missing, the. the

GS

goal is not in view, although it inevitably springs up out o‘?

.L

the actions. And third; there is a hesitation. Now, there i;
[ © 777 almost a year where thera is great uncertainty, “when one cox&
siders last minute possibili'ﬁas of sending the Jews ‘here, th‘cgre
-o¥~the othbr place, and then the territorial solntion emerg@.
Enevitably, as the consequence of everything else l.either hav@ig'
- failed or the point having been reached where this is the onky
) . : ? ‘ possible continuation. It is in an interim period, a period %:-
tending from the second half of 1940 to the second half of 1@1

. that we face the.. the deep, unfathomable mystery of a emerggce

of the Final Solution.

Qu. Yas.

HASNAN TVIIO

Re. Which, which, which is not the product of a single brainc
which is not the product of a plan, which is not the productgas

a matter of fact, of any agency or any one agency.

SHATHOYUY
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ety

Qu. Which is not even the Product of an order.

_ o . . . =
) V Re. No it is not. And we see here what has aometimos been calg

a meeting of minds. Wo see it in the Final Solution Conferenct

Z)

" on January 20, 1942, We see people gathoring, who without evensy

saying th:.ngn all that explieitedly seem to know. Each Inows

Ad

what the other is talking about. Each comes to this moeting

cifn

great expectations. The.. the tonsion ia rovealed even in the

' many drafts that

N

this final sumary must have gone through in’
; that final wversion of .. of the talks as prepand by Eichmann.

And the tennionx shows through .. this was a md

R e

ment of History

. . and the: partic:lpants knev it. They Imew it in the field, and-

NIGTOH C»IHL

they kemaw it in Berl:in. And they knew it whenever they cormapo

psﬁ’)

ded or talked to one ohher about it. And they moved into it, )

with a certain confusion at first, with even cares in the field..]

H

: ) but soon enough, with the goal very clearly outlined in their o)

minds, and now everything wafted; and everything pProduced a wels

oiled Process on the assembly line. But many stops., one had-tom1 :

go through. ‘ - .. o , =

7T que Is is poSsible to say two apparently comtradictory things:

cratic step, which is taken let's say 1933, How is the exterminé

tion included in the step, and how is the extermination not :I.n-g

o
cluded? : E :

‘ - Re. I would say this: It is not included in the sense that therg

¥

c
was then no. blue-print, no plan, no articulated goal. It was stigl

the old goal of expi:&szon, of emigration and so on. But it was

Inwiutx included bedause the momentum and the inertia of thés

process, its expansion all over Europe, the fact of the German

SE[AIHZ)HV NN
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march East and West, North and South, would make ii impossible
for the traditional road, that of emigratiocn, to be followed.
Therefore there was incémsted at the very beginning, in the re-

lentlesmsmess, in the intensity of thono'ruthor_dtaooaian mea~

T10NaoddTd

sures, to use a term that the Nazis used, the inevitable eonse-"
A ‘ =
quence that they themselves would not have identified with, thajd

they themselves x would not have talked about in 1953, But %t uﬁgﬁ

was in a sense built in to the crosses from the hegimning. Bec !

if one is going to move in that direction, 4if one is goimg to

occupy all Europe, if one is going to have a World VWar and if
one is going to do all of these things in a single spase of
time, ten years, twelve years, wvhat., vhat are you going to
do with the Jowish population? As one German S8 major said

in the Lodz ghetto int the middle of 19411 "We can't very @ = =2
well spend another winter heme and let them starve to death.

That would not be sehr angenehm. We would have to find some

'S AHL 40 SONITOH JHL

device that would be humane and that will do the job."™ And it
is in that sense, in the words of this one major, that one sees
the inevitability of the process reaching that conclusion.

Qu, It became cecasier for then,.

Re. It became the inevitable, because there were no other ways.

You sce, the only thing they then could have done in 1941 was

to stop all toggthor. And that is the one thing they could net

TVRMOWAW 1SNVOOT0H

do.
Qu. What do you mean alltogkether?

Re. Well, take for example the situation of ghettoes having bde

~ .. « ¢ e - - = -
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the day of Barbarossa, the day of the march into the Soviet Union.
Which is the begimning of the active killing phase. Up till June .
21st, you might say there was one option: tho-option to go ahead
or the option te stop. But consider for a minute what this movemen
this philesorhy, 4f you like, really was, what 1% called itself.
It called itself Bewegung. It was the opposite of something that
would be stationary. It couldn’'t. Were it to stop, it vouldn’t.
be nasi. It o0 1t oo 4t woulld not bee m that. And it could not
visualise itself as stopping. That isn't to say that it could
eadly visualixe going ahead either, and the contradittion in that
sense is built in. I refer again and again %m and again to the

roint that if one were to have talkad about it openly, it would

souldn't talk about it,

Qu. Yes. But this is very interesting. You mean that it's because
they conquer all kuropo. that there was no possibility for them
to lbt the Jews emigrate? Because there was no territory any more”
Re. Well, there was no territory as they saw it. Certainly, when
they loeked in the Boviet Union, the whole idea in Barbarossa is
for that matter.. is as vague as to what to do with the Soviet ‘
Union as it is when they begin the assault uppn Jewry in 1933, !
There is this similar vnsu;no--. and this similar lack of .ﬁy
compromise in the attack of the Soviet Union. There is a remakable
-1niiar£ty here, im the very nature of Barbarossa, an open ended
assault. Not only is there no uf hivchi~ to the Soviets, no
waning, no conditions, but there = isn't any definite plan as to

where the Gsrman Army was going to stop. There is no envisageing o

L INOYA dIDAdOUYdHY
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any peace treaty. There is no clear cut view of what 13 to b

done with that population omce it isconqueresd. And it ig in

that context that the first killings begin,

g BOBINE 399
i Ass. Burlingon, Hilberg 17

| ' Re. Tje Final Solution cannot be divorced from the war. It teok

odd @IDNAOULTI

‘ |
Place in the midst of war, and actually it begins on the veryT .

i

=
day that the German Army is crossing inte Russéa, on June BRIE.

1941, There are a number of factors to be comsidered in this o

.
attack, because curiously, there are strong resexblances bqt\im

i
;
§
i
¥
!

the German planning against the Soviet Uniom and their measurfs
W

against the Jews in the Final Solution. In both cases, they d@'t.

m B
roally come to grips, that the outset with what it is they arg; '

going to do at the end. Barbarossa, which is the code name étg
the German assault upon the Soviet Union, appears im German r;

‘ cords very early. Amasingly snough, I have traced it in the ; :
diary of Colonalm General Harder to July‘ 22nd, _1_2.'3_9_. at the tgo .
wvhene they were still bombing Englaud. They were already thmg
talking about the assault upon the Soviet Union, a country vig
vhich they had good relations at that moment. They were prepall
ring this assault without any indications of where it waas zotﬁ
to take them. There is nc ultimatum, there are meo conditions, <
the attack is a surprise attack. There is no indication of vh%o
the German Armies where going to stop, whether on Ural nounta@l.
or somewhat farther West, or wherewer.

¢

Qu. Farther East!

Re. Parhaps East, There is absolutely no planning really at ¢

SHATHORV WNASAIN
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Oune has already got a clear picture of Army Group North, Army

'thrmécht Filhrungsstab, which is the main center fror'bIAﬁning

that special units of the SS and Police, that is to say of

_the Security Police, of the Security Service. are going to ppe~

. are to move with them, they are to mové in the same direction,

_and they eare going to carry out certain tasks. The tasks in a

HILBERG 73

-moment as to what is to berdonerwith the popﬁlafion,'that is to
say the Russian population, White Russian popdation, and sc on.
But.there'is one thing. which already one can notice in the cor-
respondence going back at.. to March certalnly of 1941. Now March,

March is a month during uhich the plannzng is alrsady far advanced.

Group Center, Army Group South. the Allied forces that are going
to be.imployed. the 11th Army stationed in the extreme South.
And it is inside this planing mechaﬁism. in the Oberkommando der

Wehrmacht, which is the High Command of the Armed Forxrces, in a

wars at that moment, and within that Abteilung Landesver?ezdi»
gung of the General Warlimont, which is of course the operational

staff of the Armed Forced, that we see the first indication

rate on their own responsibiity uﬁthin the context of the in-
vasion, They are going to move with the Armips(~uure to under-
éake cgftain ﬁeaapres. An& here wé begiﬁ with the Einsatzgruppen.
These §f course wre the units in the field, moviﬁg mobile, of one
main office of the 55 and Police, the Reichs Security Main Office,
Reichssicherheztshauptamt, at that time under Reirhadr Heydrich.
So already in Magch. prevision is made by the Armed Forces for

tha-Operation of Einsatigruppen with those Armed. Forces. They

nutshell consist in the % killing °€ the Jews, as many as possible,

STATHOHMY WNASNIN TVIIOWTIW 1SNVOOTOH 'S'N AHL 40 SONIC'IOH THL WO¥A aI0NA0ddTd
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) in_the}déath of at least o half mi

. eribed an or
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Y rapid ad-
vance that_yas going'té_ngin.vaw: June 22nd is the day,.and
within a few days thgrgéfter Jews are dying in front of German
:-guns fired by the Einsatzgruppen. And the Finai 86

lution go#
: 'has begun for ﬁhe area East,

East of German dominated Europe
as of June 22n4, .

Q. East of Poland?

" baltic States. We see them faning out even as thé,Ge:man Armies
fan out, we see them woving on the road to Minsk

- We see them moving into Kiew; we see them moving in the extreme

¢« to Smoliensk,'

Soutﬁ towards:the,Crimea.vﬁhere'they already xﬁx operate byl
.december. At Christmas, they are shooting the M Jews of the
Crimean capital, so that Christmas may be celebra

ted there
without Jews. And this operation, which in a few months resulteq

.

At thip boint however, thgrevis as'yet no clear.. clear idea of
¥hat to do with the Jews in the res

t of Europe.
22nd, 1941,

Now, as of June
there simply is no document that can fairly be des-
der to Annihi;ate the Jews of Europe. '

Qu. But when one talks with the People of the Einsatzgruppen, -
I did this -, they all refer to.. with the chiefs, I mean, of
the Einsatzgruppen, of the units.. they all refer t

Fﬁhrerbefehl, this means Fihrer order.

0 a socalled

And when one aska wha+

B



- those who have 1istened to them.

HILBERG ‘75

was this_Fﬁhrer order, what was the content of this, they

seem
be unable to answer. Really.

Re. They seem to be unable to answer it b¥cause, unlike..

Qu, Excuse me, it was not a written one.

Re« Ah, yes! Because I wag just going to say, unlike the.. ‘the’ °

~ders of Adolf Hitler with respect to the 1nvation of the Sovie

t
thon, dlrectives,

Weisungen, which were in

~ What we do not have for the Final Solution is a written document

signed by Hitler himself. So all of these Fiihrer directives, Fdh

rer wishes, Fiihrer orders,

_ are inrerred from things that be must
have said. Perhaps he said them to Gﬁring,

Perhaps he said them .

to Himmler, Perhaps he said them to someone else, Evidently, he
. 81d them several timee and in several contexts, but not neceesari

clearly. So, here we are in this situation uhich ie 8O typie& of Eg
the nazi reglme but is net well understood out31de the narrow E;
partieipants who know it well, and that is, that 80 much of what ~g3
is assumed to he a basie directive and a basic structure is ratheé%

amorphous, and that worde are spoken and interpreted and used

and employed in accordance with' the underdtending of those words
by those who 1isten, or ‘even those who are ona step removed from

And this is the reason,

the Histo
rians to this very day are asking everyone¢

"Whet was your un-
deretanding of thls or that other conversation?" And we know that

the., the s0 called Befehl, the so called order under which the

Elnsatzgruppen moved out was, to say the least, vague. What docu-
ment, any document # can you point to that would say “Allright}

amni

[t

nHHLJO

i
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the primary objectiv of these Einsatzgruppen was tha outset

the Final Solntion." We see this from what they did. We couE

not infer it ‘from wtitten documentu. written before they m
1 o _ into Russiax.

So here. we have an example. perhaps a very c

that tho system operated on understanding.
eriptions.

example, Not on
we now know that presci-tpéions can bo written

ignored. Prescriptinns are useless i they are not followed

But understandings,

once they exist, can utilizc any words, !
spoken or even unspoken. to achive ax goal. And those people

had an nnderstandingx of what they werc gupposed to do.

¥

| =
1
i

i Q
§

’; Que Yes. You have used the word Fiihrer wish. E

% “ @

: . 7,

Re. Fiihrerwish. Q

. _ -

: . an

! : _ '~ Qu. Yes, and T thinik this is very.. very important, ne? =

i . : ) . ) -

w2
Re. Yes,

it is important because we see som many lstters,..

just think of the 1etter5 that were sent out by Bormann, "The
Fihrer wishes..% Now, that'

it

s

o

o

% the language that he [uses. Why &
>

does he use 1t? Because Probably he heard the Fixhrer say (o
/]

in some context or other in @ conversation. And the Fihrer maﬁ

have maiq something ofhandidly, but whatever he may have said

2
o 52
5 is now a Fﬁhrerwisho - %

Qu.

Yes. Bnt this leads to the.. what I c¢all myself the genera
activism of these people.

Re. Oh yes. They were activ. They were activ. They were moving
They understand, Once of course the operation in the East have

SAAIHDUY INNASNIN
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gun, there is a very important document.

h .

)

o
ﬁ =]
J : » N
Qu. One could say.. excuse me.. one could say that the Final Solugg

; tion was a product of everybody. =
| |
| ~
i v : : Q
P Re. Xt is the product of everybody,; and it could not_posslbly havE:
‘ been manufactured by a single person. Imagine anyone, even HitlerEg_
.saying, there shall now be a Final Solution ana it shall eonaist ;:

: ~ of such and such, quite apart of the iﬁpossibility ofiéﬁEhAﬂings -
; : being put into words. Can you imagine a normal soclety, one in whEE

i people are used to ordinary things, do those things which are mor

N

an d not those things which are immoral, taking such a letter and

taking it seriously? No, that's impossible: And for that reason

such a letter doesn't exist. Such an order doesn't exist. Such a’
directive isn't spelt out. Instedd, it's the inferred.. the infer db
business. They 'd notion that something is now xixkk ripe, it's
' % a kxtk§5§§%§§§txx notion, something is ripe-fbr.the time..Only

1 these are not world historicd 1eaders_of the kind that Hegel s..

Que That'seece

Re. We., 2l

ONWHAIN lSﬂVZ)O’IOH 'S’ AHL JO S

' BOBINE 400

-

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg 18

Re. When we deal with the period of 1940-to 1941, we observe a great
. . . ks

many burocrates beginning to innovate and experiment at least in

thougkh with what wasito be done. It is as though eash was in a

hegelian sense an interpreter of History and trying to do that

which was ripe for the fime. They all bécame improvisers and inno

SV WNFSNIE TVIE
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upon the Sovﬁet Union,

'a very canted document.

HELBERG 78

vators.:-

Qu. Pioniers!

Re. And pionniers.IIthink that some of the results were built in-

to the ghetto system.

Because when you 1ook tt the winter,
1940 to 1941,

which is the first winter.

from

when ghettoes are estab- -

lished except in a few spaces in Poland where in -hort they cut

up them the food supply, And where the rationing system decided

as such that people donk 't have enough to eat the average being

rerhaps 1100 to 1200 kalories. There we see that it's the begin-

ning of the end in-side the valls of fences of those ghettoes.

Because sven a black market trade is ultimately not going to Pro-

vide fbr the survival of those 1neide. They are trading after

all possessions. and once these posessions are gone, they hads

So you find a very significant letter
by an BS major uhose name ia Rolf Heinz Hoppner.

‘nothing nore to trade with,

It was sent on
July 16, 1941 that is to say leat than a month after the assault

vhon the Einsatzgruppenoperatione had

begun. And 1t was adressed to his comrade «in Berlin, Eiehmann

Here is a letter from one SS ga-
Jor to another‘ Two people that knew each other.

.which is apecially gignificant,

And thus it is

And he is writing more or 1ess informaly,

but including a memorandum of the % same date of" diecussions thet

.were held inside Lodz, pretaining to a Sulntion of the Jewish

Question, eine Lbsung. Here is that word Losung, solution.,

what was it a solution to? The answer was in a first instnace

the conditions inside the Lodz ghetto and other surrounding let-

Now

ters of this 80 called Wertheland which. was the Province in which

the second largest ghetto of Poland was located. And the condi-

A

VO 1140 SO H& aIdnaoddada
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ment was that it uould be more humaie to use a gas van at least

And he writes th;s

. authorization to Heydrlch.

Qu. They worked together,

HILBERG 79

tiond of starvation wh1ch were beginning to emerge, which already
head emerged in the last winter. And now he adregees himself in

one po;nt, point 4 of the memorandum.

to the fbllowzng.

this win-
ter, meaning the winter coming up from 1941 to 1942 the

re is a

danger that not all of the Jews can be fed any more. Now, let usg

etop right here and consider the eentence. It is the Germans in

the first Place who institute the rationlng system,

they can al-
ways increase it.

But it is now a given that the rationing system

will not be increased beeause the Germana never regress.

"One should waigh honeatly 1f the most humane 80
lutzon mlght not be to finish off those 6f the Jews who are not

employable by means of some qulck worklng device."” Axt any rate,
that "uould be more pleasant" - angenehm ~. "then to let them

etarve to deeth." The Final Solutlon 1n thisg man 5 mind or in

the conferees who uet und which produeed this particular docu-

for those Jews vho were not eapable of wortlng and therefore not

deserving of any fbod whatsoever. That it was really the only

Iogical, rational .and in that context expectable thing to do.

letter on July 16, which happens to be just

two weeks before Gbring sends his Einal Solution directzve or

That is how close in a poxnt .of time
these two documents appear. As 1€ minds were working in a same
dlrection, in Poznan.

and in Berlin. And indeed this is what is

happening, they are working in the same direction.

They &l11 look -

2
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but they work on the ganp
Premisses, ang they come to the game ¢conclugions, And mo it is, ’

(-]

. authorizing him
" to start the pféparations for a Final Solution, that Quite ng-

'Let us take the Jews first ofr

the Russian Jews,

which we shall gend them,’

1

i
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i
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ews to Riga; fo Minsic
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. Were fﬁe Einsatzgruppen were

operate,

operati
Aﬁd hoat especial;y 8o,

they have the knOthow, and they .w .

» in the fall of 1941,

s yﬁat actually happened?
Gei#an Jews in Kowno. ¥exx

Because they killed the

Re, Yes, they dig. .

Coe

Kommando was operating in for

Several monthsg, And significantly. We foa w~iin




The total killed on the 25th from those throe cities: 293k,
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entry, that !br.Ko;no Fort 9, Kaunas Fort 9, the 25th of Nevem-
ber and the 29th of November, 1941, These are the firat kil-
11&3- of Jews outside of Ruasia., The first Jews coming from
Gir-any. Settlers from Berlin, Munich and Frankfurt am Main.

Then settlers from Vienna and from Breslau - the total killed,
obvicusly a rounded figure, 2000, Together 5000 Jews killed

in November.
Qu. In November 194t,. and Jows of the Reich,

Re. 1941,, and this is significant. These are Jows from the
Reich, So therefore the Final Soiution has now encompassed
not only Jews found in the territories East of the line which
existed on June 22nd. but already. it has become European. Al~’
ready it has taken victims from the West. And this is the be-
ginning of .. in November, the end of Novaewber. But -~ it is
not yet the point at which this idea is accepted or acceptable.
The people in the East, the Gebietskoumissare, the Stadtkommis-
sare, the people in charge of these ruined cities cannot.. can-
not understand what is happening. And they have a vision ef
tens of thousands of Jews, of hundreds of thousands of Jews
arriving in these ruins for them to do the job, and they pro-
tested. They protested from White Russia and they protested

perhaprs from other places,

W TVRIOIWAN LSNVOOTOH

Que. Vo know that they protested from Poland.

Re. They protest from everywhere., Becauss.. not because they ar
opposed tq killing, but because they are uncertain as to how
many Jews they will receive and they are afraidy of the ammim o
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demics, they are afraid of the overflow,

they are afraid of what
is going to happen to the general popudati

man occupationx Personal, They.. they.. they are surprised be
| A this sudden influx, They don't know how'to handle it, they haven!
: - And significantly enough,

owvn headquarters wWe see a line,

made provision for it. from Hitler' g

a aingle'line, written by Hein-
rich Himmler in his own handwrit

ry, that

to leave Berlin; and the two words are: "Keine Liquidierung!“_
No liquidation of thig particular traxsport, How remarquablg
fbr.Hitler himself, to have made such a concession, Clearly

the burocracy.is now ﬁberhaspelt, the burocra

CY now cannot
absordb,

cannot cairy out

». cannot cope with 4 sudden movement

which may be hundreds of thousands, which could be millions,

and which ob#iously is going to burd

en a few thousand People
in the field.

And from that moment, .

Qu.

e« they have to invent soemething else.

Re. Thby have to invent_something else,

And the first.thing of

¢ourgse that they invent is still Provided by that same office,
‘the Reichs Security Main Offics, the Reichssicherheitshauptamt,

That's-the gas‘vaq. The gas van which iB.. im a.

simple van, hol-
- ding 70'peop1eAat & maximum, with the carbon monoxide exhaust
..they:alre;hy had peruced some
for the Einsatzgruppen.. the women and the ch
"killed

ingide the van, and in which
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'side, not just the other way round,

Qu. Jews?

HILBERG 83

sonal, who, it must be rememberal, were a little..

Qu. Seelische Belastung, .,

Re, Die seelische\Belasfung.

BOBINE 401

Ass. Burlinston. Hilberg 19

Qu. It ig the madness,

Re. There was a period in 1940

s at the end of 1940 the begin-~
ning of 1941

of wvirtual chaos ingide Poland, in spite the out~

ward appearance of calm and .. the structuring being.. the fact

is that quite a few especially of the Stadthauptmﬁnner, the

thought that the time had
come for their particﬁlar'aréas to be Judenrein,

Germans commanders of ike cities,

free of Jews.
And they began ejecting them..

Que. From their own will?

Re. From their own area. Erakow is the most famous example, be-

cause Frank himself, the Generalgouverneur wanted qukow to be

.free of Jeu!, but there were other areas,

uhich had miniature

- deportations, short distances, from cities into the country-

And there might be unenncun-

ced transports coming in sm in one small town or enother, And

frantic phone calls and Fernschreiben of various kinds from the

Krezzhauptmann on the scene, asking 'What do you think this

i8? This ig a small town! Are you solving your wellfare prob-~
lema by dumping these people on our doorspep? We already have

a dengity of aix per room or more than that, in one case 20

1]
rer room.

' - LL 40 SON HI WOHA QIDNTONITT
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'Re, Now, wirtually,

ffom here to‘there,
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_coming about especially in wintertime without control ability,

no medical services especially in the country side must being

emphasized. But of course from the standpoint of the higher up

Germans. a gouverneur. and a general gouverneur. somebody in -

Berlin these were not urgently critical things.

Qu. This means that everyone was trying his own..

Re. There was.. there was.. there
dency in'Poiend

s and thig is obv1ous to me now. after studying

" the monthly reports of Krex:hauptmhnner, which is a task which

at the beginning I thought wasn't gozng to be very frultful but

now reading these reports, I can see there was a tendencg within

& number of places, an uneoordinated activity resultlng in minia-

ture solutions. Not of killing people as yet for there was no

organized killing, but oy pushxng them out. NbV'what you have

got there is a limited apace. with people being pushed this

way and that. This was’ of course..
Qu. .. tﬁrning in circle.

a8 you.. as you push People‘from one direction

they are denser here than they were there.

Then they might be pushed back. Indeed this whole business of

] firat making the incorporated terrltories free of Jews and then

making the Reich itself free of Jews alvayy closed and language

indicating that this was temporary, 1ndeed the ghettoes them-

selves were temporaty. A11 of thisg led to‘an expectancy, an anti-

cipation, that there had to be a Final Solution, because,clearly

was, you see, there was a ten-

Y
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a temporaty solution required yet another solution, And it wasn't '
going to lead to anything, whether You & have a reservat, or
whether % you have some other kind of. arrangement. And this is

also why you see for example in the.., in the Lodz ghetto a., o

particular Problem, and simllarly 80 in Minsk.,

Very, very great
protests. In thosge

two cities, ogge the Reichs Jewa are being
sent out, beginning of course in the very ear
to these Places.

1y fall of 1941
And the protest ig: 'What'are yoﬁideiggl’
The vision is of tneth of theusands and of hupdreds of thou-
sands of people arriving. . )

Qu. In already overcrowded gheftoes;

Re. In already overcrowddd ghettoes.

And this isg why wvou find
in the.. in the collectlon in the Li

brary of Congress, the
Hlmmler files, abo called,

+ an extensive correspondence by Re~ .

gierungspraeident Uberhoer -and the Gexrman Oberbﬁrgermeister

Protesting the pro;ected arrivel

fof a very

large number of Reichs Jews. Now You have to keep in mind that
when Himmier for example is talking about 60 000 or 8o Jews
being gent to this one khetto, he is in effect thinking about
EooT sendéng 20 25 7 of the entire Pop~.. Jewish population of
| the Reich just to this one place. Now this is a place in which
. already there are some § 200 000 Jews in & square km, ‘which

is a father amall territory. Now, as soon as Uberhoer'is.. is.,. .

hears about it, he says:

them to'Whrsaw? My ihfbrmation,

is aware of this, 'Why don't You mend
based on the Illustrated News

s is that they sti11 have entertainment
in tke Warsaw ghetto,

Papers thet I read

So that means they certainlv haw- —.

- ‘ ' qdAL
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ober there.'vNow; the Warsayw ghdto housed 400 000 Jews in one and
1 a half gquare mile,

‘In other words, a territory no lerger than
the Lodz ghetto with
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and 5000 Gypsies arrive. With,,

Qu.

Excuse.,. excuse me,

Re. Absolutely, absolutely. In other words, the promise;kin a sexnse
excated by the Regierungsprasident oxr by the mgyor, the promises )
excated that this iz not going to be g- Permanent state of affairs, . é
i‘ because there is a danger of epidemlcs.

flies, all kinds of things

happening from the sudden influx of Peop

Problems,

le, with waste disposal : 5
You have to Temember, these are ci

ties-
. pral officials,

Theae a mmici~
there are health officialg,

there are sihifeion
offieials.

this, !

the health of the peaple.
Bo many suddenly arrive in the midat of wha

lituation.>"

5 ¥

Que. Not only of the people of the ghetto. but elso.the general |
population. .

Well, you can't seperate it out,

Re. Because.. because. . because

| once you have an epidemécs, the bugs that cause it do not ask

are you Polisgh, German orf Jewisgh,
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they'll move farther to the East, which is that very, very vague,

vague term, that begins to ghow up mors and more and more. The

o.twindorung. nagch dem O-ton. And it's unclear of course what

the East s, It's not specified, and = for reason no-

bedy knows, Nobydy knows in September what the East means the

following spring. Nobody has to think th atudy of #hat the Bast
means,

Qu. It is the Place of end-.. abgolute undetermination,

Re. Completely undetermined, Now, as it happened,.. as 1t x hap-

pened, Lode got its relief very quickly, b& December we have the

first real killing center in operation,
in Kulmhoft,

the gas vans operated

Que Chelmmo.
Re. Chelmno. Death camp. And from there, the Jews are being.., Jews

are being sent from Lode, from the surrounding Warthegau ghettoes

to this one camp, to be gassed, so that by spring there are al-~

ready many dead.

Qu. Yes. This means that there 1s a.. an extraordinary accelleratic

of the proocess.

Re. The.. the accelleration.,. the acceleration of History is such

that we sit here, many decades aftervords, talking about each
wmonth, each week and each day as eritical, as a turning point.

Because verp seldom are there events of such magnitude that happen

in sueh a short space of time. This was ;uch a time,
th oN,

they happened

Qu. Yes. But I was so struck when I was in Chelmno to think.. when

I started to thihk that between the Evian conferancs im 10%0 aw.a
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There are threé'year;, th

MAY add to that tna¢ by 1944

ere are bardly three Years, ang one

+ When the Germansg enter Hungary

+ the angarian'Jewﬁ
three wonths aftefwords,_Sp“the Period
e mormalcy to death ig not even g
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Qu. Yes, jip 1944,
Re. Absolutely,

exceptidnally _' )
s '
Latvgg, Lithaania, WVhite Ry

B8ia, .
.Qu. Ukraine_. -

Re. Also the Ukraine,

except therg are no Jeys &oing there from
Germany.
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»fthem. seelische Belastung.

the Reichs Security Main Office,

HILBERG 89

about50000 going to Riga and Misk, they were'fewer} but as we

' have seen, they do artive, beginning in Novnﬁbef. and in December

in all of those places.

too: 'We don't want them. ' But they arrive. Finally of course

one realized that this is not.. -

Qu. That this is not?

BOBINE Lo2

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg 20

Qu. When they shipped the Reich Jews to the East, to Riga, to

Minék. to Kovno, on the territories where the Einsatzgruppen are

operating, in order to have them killed by the Einsatzgruppen,

and they just kill g certain number, except in Minsk,., which 1s

a special case, and - why do they change?

Re. Well, in general the continuous killing was beginning fo #how

some psychological effects on members of the Eznsatzgruppen. You

must remember, they were not 18 Years old, they were not 19

Years ofd, they were generally a little bit above the average
‘age of SS personel not fit fox frontline duty. but fit m for

this_particular task. In other words, a large bercentage of them

already had wives and children, and the continuuus killing of

whole famllies was beginning to have a psychological effect on

as they would say. And therefor, alrea-

dy qulte early during the killings, the Reichsicherheitshauptamt,_,

R

constructed a gas van for this
specific purpose of peumltting the killing of woman and children

to take Place in a manner that would not directly involve these

reople.

And of course therg were prqteéts.there

P ORI ,. i
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Qu. You think it is the reason why the gas vans.. the gas vans

were constructed?

®Re. I'm quite shre that that is the reason, because ‘the capacity

" of them was 1imite&. about 70 people at the m most would be placed

"inside such a van, and they were usdd, especially at the beginning,

exclusive;y for women and ahildren. Indeed that was also their

use in Serbia, where the German army wauld be shooting the entire

Jewish male éopulation._tha£ refused toldifty ifs hands with

the kiiling of women and children.

§

: . Qu. You mean the Werhmacht?

Re. That's right. The Wehrmacht, the Wehrmacht. So we have the

gas van turning up in the Ukrgine, ip various'parts of the occu-

pied Soviet Union, we find tﬁem turning ﬁp putside of Belgfade,
and now third they turn up near Lodz, and they form the nucleaus‘
and the center of the first éperating real killing center, thsat

| * is to say Chelmno.

' Qu. Could you.. could you talk allittié‘bit more about these '
paychological side effects of the masx kill:ngs by ‘the Einsatz-

gruppen, the.. the 80 called Seelische Belastung.

Re. We knoﬁ generally about this effect because it appears in fhe

R ' _documeﬁfs and‘there is a réther'famous incideﬁt in'whichbwe find

' Himmler himself visitlng M:nsk and uishing to be shown a typical
operation, as they called it, and virtually beeomlng sick of the
sight of it. One of the generals who wds with him, Obergruppen-

s ' fithrer von dem Bach-Zelewski, then said to him: 'Now, Reichsfiihrer,

these were only a hundred.' And Himmler answers: 'Well; what do

SHATHOMY WNISAA TYIMOWAIN LSNVOOTOH 'Sl AHL JO SONI



.Ree. This was the technical Referat of the Reichs Secnrity Main

Office. these were ingeniers in that technical division, people
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yoo meao by that statement?' Whereupon vonbdeo Bach eaid‘ ;Look
what is happening to your men! They either become Nervenkranke
or Roblinge. they either.. are either to have x nervous break—
dbwns, or they are going to become savages.' Himmler was quite
affected by that statement, and he marked it a truck and deli-
vered his famous darwinian speech to'the Einsatzgruppenpersonal
in which he ‘gaid: 'Yes. it is true. Every 1iV1ng thing has a
purpose in life, including the bedbnck. But this dces not- mean
that man does not defend himself against the- bedbuck. ' And what'

these people were suppesed to do was of course deftnding the

German nat*on from this particular parasltical form of 1ife..

. However. the 1mport of what had transpired in Minsk and in other

places was not lost on the SS, and they did begin to look for

a means which would be less direct, which vould elimlnate the

‘”_7face to faee confrontation between perpetrator and’ victim. Be-

cause that conetituted & burden, a psychological burden, which

would be hard to cope with. And that's one of the reasons at

least for the encosures, the curbs, the chambers being eonstrueted.

Qus Who,. who was the first to get the..'to invent the idea of °

the.s of the~gas vans?

like Rauff, R-g-u-f=f, who subsequently disappeared in- South

America..
Qus He is 5till alife?

Re. Yes, ves. And.. and this was a modest contribution of theirs

in an interim phase of the killing operations between shootings

L 4O S{)NIG’I()H AHL WO¥A AI0NdOddTd
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- Qu.,

vlution to kill the Jews from the West, from everywhere.
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Russian we find it in Belgrade and we find it-also_fbr the Jew

of the Warthegau, Lodz and surroundings.

Qu._At Chelmno!

Re. Chelmno, that's i-ight. We find it there. And this is “the

one plaee where the vans are stationary and operate for a

while, as they do in fact also at Semblin. outside of Belgrade.

LIN

Qu. But it's in the.. they had problems with the ges vans too.

Re. They had problems, yes. Thhy had problems. L

Qu. Because there is a correspondence between a+s one of the

ingenlers, Becker, and the people who were operating the gas

vans, fn where he 1netructs them how to.. how to use.

Qu. Well, it was a new piece of machinery, as far as this goes.

It may not have been working prerfectly and you can imaglnethe

mess if the job wasn't done properly. But on the whole 1., I

think it diq wurk. xt in apite rroblems and yet its capacity

une insuffxciant fbr the larger Final Solutlon of the: Jewleh

Question, which ultimately must involve millions of p.ople.

‘So you kill 70 at a time, and you have to motor fcr at least

20 minutes to do the job.

Do you think that the.. the aeelische Belastung was the

only reason why they couldn't use the Eineatzgruppenin order

to colve the Jewish question as a vhole. I mean the ‘Final So-

from
every place? ’ !

Re. I think there was another.. were eeveral other considera-

tions. One of them was transport. You have to consider that

the farther East the Jews were going to be transported, the

Od qIONAOULTA
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'_to their final _destin’ation.‘ And certainly »'f.‘or‘ instance’ the se

‘cmmps in an acceszsible arsa, not too costly for transport pur

- task to be entrusted. What wore the problems -

i TN
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greater the costs. We know that transport was a consideration
because at one point, there is correspondance about estahlish
a death camp on French oceupted territory, in. Alsace-Lorraine

with the view of just reducimg the cost oi‘ transporting Jews

lection of Amschwitz had im a great deal to'do with the fact
that a camp was going to bhe locéted near a rdiiway.;}unct-ion.

And for that I think we have to owe the existance of those

poses. So there are virious considerations. There ware admini

trative considerations ans well, you kﬁow. With whom wag thls
\

45
0
e
-1
=
ot
]
o
L
(-]
Y

housing people upor arrival. By houding I don't mean anything

fancy, but the usual difficulty encountered in the various

Hi; O—SDNIG’IOH@HLI&OHHMDHJHH_W”.;

ghettoes when transports arrived unannounced, aud demnsity rosds

- -

sharply and people were starving or otherwise frozen on the - w
streets. That had to be taken care of, administrétiv‘ely; ) g
-and that required camp construetion. S
Qu. Yes. This means that this was already too heavy for... é
: 0]

Re. T‘hat’s correct. I £t was too much .. the.. you have to reg
member. All.. all four Einsatzgruppen total 3000 men, ‘all fourfs

That's all. So even ¥ if we add the nativ collaborators, the
Lithuanians, the Latvians, the Ukrainians, it still was not

sufficiant. And the camp structure; I think, was an answer.

There was yet a third reason which I think should be mentione

SAATHOAV WNASHN TVRIOWY.
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and that is,

the open, there were aljl sorts of Peop

people.-army People,

use he knowg abou
He kmows about it

\
mation £3cy that jig simply ungte

first reason,

infor-

» evVery.
body observes it,
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Progressive-
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Qu. Yest this is a very interesting point, how is..

the secrecy

{hﬂg§rm B

. comes suddenly into.. into the pictﬁre.

| . . Re. Well, the_seéfecy.;‘ I . o L s

Qu. Because it is a false sécrecy too.

Re. It's a false secrey, but you see, it doisn't have to be; It

doesn't havo to be complete. I think that the first and - foremost '

i . operational reason for secrecy was,

that the victim should not
- - know what ig happening to him. -

-;BOBINE'40§
Burliqgtﬁn, Hilberg 21
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Qu. Well, this question of secrecy, is very, very difficult. Bec:

You say ‘that in Russia they killed the Jews in the open.

Everyb odm
know it.

The Russians themselves and the soldiers of the l\TeuI'n'macl'xt!:1

.Okxy, and in Poland they built the killing centers. Thore is no

'S

secrecy at all in Poland. Because they don't hide themselves from=:

thie- Poles. all the Poles know what is going on, just as they knoqu

about the ghetto. And when the killing centers start to operate,

whetehr it is Chelmno, Treblinka. Sobibor, Belzee, all the PoIes

‘ of the villages around they know absolutely everything. They

N ISAVOO

see, they hear, they smell. And one has the feeling, that the Ger-

P mans don't care at all about the fact that the Poles know. It is

ONWH

not theis problem. Well, we have this fact. We have a second factEE
; ) that-it seems to be true that in Germany they.have ﬁo keep the

«s the secrecy. The actual killers are Geheimnistriger, this means

they carry a secret and they are not supposed to talk about this,
I . .

about what is going on, what they are doing, but it seems to be a-

complete fake, because euh.. euh.. there are T don't know ow many

STATHOAY WNASNIN TV
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millions of Poles who knww everything,_and thero are even soldiera

HdTg -

of the Vehrmachtrwho are passiﬁg near the extermination sites. be

: cause'extermination?sites are built near the railways trucks.
'Re.o
kept

. /locked up from all those who are not supposed to know,

We tend to think of secrecy as something that either is a fac

or else, on
the door is open a #rack; the information flows out like a gas

and Permeates all Europe. We tend to think in those ways. We be-

lieve that something either is or is not a secret. We don't step

ﬁﬂtweﬁﬂﬂﬁaﬁﬂg

to think that sonething can be a secret and yet be known by a

large number of pcople. That it is a quantitative problem. That it

"is a problem of the degree of knowledge, and that it is a problem

of the degree to which the knowledge is being believdd. Now, you

have to remember that the twofold reasonm for Secrecy was, in a fir

i

that the more information would be freely circulating

about these killings, the more questions might arise abaut con-

science, about morality. So, the talk itself was out of bqunds.

And this is the mason also why in secret correspondency, where

one - knowing rerpetrator writes to anothery knowing Perpetrator,

)O'TOH 'Sl THL p SDNI([’IOH
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there is still no mention, specifically, of killings. It's al-

ways ¥ "die Juden sind hier abgewandert" or "Sonderbehandelt:ge-

worden” or something of this kind. There

i ase a.. a euphemistical

language being employed. rather than the dilect word, and this

happends even between people who khow what is 301ug on. So that's..

here we see the pPsychological function.

Qu. This is secrecy in their own eyes, for their own..
. ) .
Re, Yeah.. this.. that's correct. But nmw though there. is a second

factor. The Jews must not be allowed to believe what is going to
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Tit was talked about in the opsn environment of a dining car'on'

'%;:about by perpetratiors to the victims themselves. You find it

: informatjon from the very people he's dealing with, from Ger-
manse. He hears not directx words, nothing specific, but he

-hears enough to worry. We have a strange report that was receive

for what Jewry had done. In other words, here he is giving-the

* victims an explanation. And then we have a document like this,

HILBERG 97

happen to them. & In other words, if you have it out in the ope4

Saty

if you tell the Jews what is going to happen. then what ‘on eartﬁ
could you expect6from the prospectiv victims. Are they going to
allow themselves to be.led to slaughtex? And here we have a very
interesting situation. we have a tendancy on the part of certain

German peraonale not, only not to keep the. secret from other Ger—

mans, where it goes without aaying that the subject of the des-

LTIROA u;rwuuu

truction of the Jews was being talked about in the foreign Offic

in Embassies, and legations as far south as Rome, let's say, tha

some railroad going from Warsaw to Berlin, that it was talked
about in a variety of places whexre you would not expect such

converaations to take place. But even more so, it was talked

O SONIA'TOH C*_IH
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in the diary of Adam Cze You find that he hears strange

in Geneva from an unknwen source, but during the war,

where somebogy was exceptated to a killiﬁéheﬁeration somewhere
in the kaaine, who was wihhin listening distance. and who said

that he'actually_heard,a German officer, presumably an SS offi-

cer, explain to the Jews just about to be killed why it is that

(
H
i

they had to pay with their lives, with their lives, mind you,

which is itself very intemsting. It comes from Gﬁhther, who

is Eichmann's deputy, and it goes to the various security police
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' is.gcing to happen to them upon arrival.

R
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Persomnal in France, Netherlands and . Belgium, as well ae to Me

April 29,'1943, that's not so0 early. Immediate concern has prdﬁ

camp Auschwitz to renew a requeet.the Jews about to be evacua
receive no dietnrbing revelatione of any kind ebout the place

or manner of . the utilization whieh is in etore fbr them. I

particular I ehould aek you to take pains to inetruct the acco
pantbng guerde before every Journey not to instill fbrte,of re

tance in'he Jews by voicing in their presence suppoeitions abo

types of quarteru etc. Aushhwitz is most deeiroue in need o
urgent construction programs, the receipt f of the tranxports

and their future déstribution may be carried out as smoothly

Now You see another rurpose of the secrecy. The

Jews are not to receive infbrmation.

" as possible.

most eepecially not..

i

Burlington, Hiiberg 22

Re. We ses in this kind of correspondance the insietance upon

secrecy for the reason that the smoothness of the operation is

derendant upon Jews not becoming anxious about the mode of what

They are to be kenmpt

quiet.fbr efficiency Purposes, for ‘the av01dance of any resige-

tance,, for unexpected events not to happen. Now it ig very cu- -

riomws in a certaln sense, becauee I think that the Germane them

selves had to assume that the Jewish communities in Places like

France, Belwium of Holland would aiready have had suspicions abo

any destination unannounced, of any death train that they might |

be boarding. Neverthe&ess, the Jews were capable of talking them

selves into a state quiescence,’ of hoplng that the final desti~

nation wuuld be some uxic ukralnlan farm, that they would have

to perform forced labour perhaps, but not be killad. And there-

form, it was simply a matter of reinforcing the hope, and not-

SHATHOYV WNAASNN ’IVRI'OWE[W -.I.SIIVZ)O’I
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mans. And- that would be the main reason. Now of course’ :khm:k

.aund air raids. Those of course,
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the opposite, not the anxiety. So we see now secrecy as having

anqther significance.. This is.. it's not an either ~ or propg

sition at all, it's a question of giving enough secrecy, so t

people would be capable of reinforclng those of f;he:.r feelzng%

of those of thelr suppositions which would be useful to the Ge?i»
‘beyond

in general the problem was not to broadcast and not to allow thf

entire wald to X:now while the operation was go:.ng on, that it §4~

: _happening. Because again we have to see that all these trains r\ex

moving inks a singlae directzon to what after all were just a fg

destinations. And at the very least Auschw:.tz and the other a

nistratz.ons of these camps had to think abuut break out attem @f

=X
those camps were by definit:.on -

bombings. The destruction of four or Tive of them would have E
answered the destruction pProcess rlght there. Thus it became so@e
what essential to keep the operation sufficiantly secret to = lw

enough doubt, if there was doubt as to what was go:.ng on, so €

peoole would not make it a concerted effort to destroy the perpg

trat:.on right there.

Re; In what sense silence?

Qu.-The very fact that there ware.. thare was so much 1nformati

A IVIHO

that the silence, I mean the fact that they didn't know, that

the things were‘not knon_n and that.. .ok®y, many People say "We

didn't know dnything!", or "We Lknew very late.", and s0 on. And

even when they knew and they got informations, they didn't belle

SIE[AIHDHV INQASN
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as you said, ig what I call the.. the silence.
. . i

Re. Again, when we say,

you '-bh‘éve twice @s

‘make'somethinég
. : -]
more out of it than eaeh ig individually even. if they aqg one aﬂz

the other, LT

'BOBINE 404
Z2UBINE 404

. . 3
'Burlington, Hilﬁerg 26

(Hilberg 23, 24, 25 plans ae coupe)

Thisa question of Becrecy is veory difficult and

bPuzzling, bec
as we a@aid rightiy,

in Russia they killed the Je

WS in the open, -
they didn't hide themselves,

everybody knew. It is the sahe‘ in

Poland, In the killing centers, all the Poles knew vwhat wag

going dn, all the Poles of tha villages around, the

sa&,_gﬁéy heard, ang even they smelled. And we 8ee that thisg wa

They didn't cafe.
dida'’t try to hide.And the Poles of courss kn
the ghetf%es,

=
not a problem at all for the nazisg.

ew:everything about
about the ghetto life, We;l; in Germany, obviouely
they didn't want.the-inférmation about the.killing to be known,
and in the same time the actual killers, the guérds of the exter

—
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