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.

Re. I don't think that secrecy had to be complete. Secrecy was for%
A

- the Germans essentlally a quantltativx Problem. That's very dif;

R SRR

ficult to imagine % nowadaya, because one thinks of secrecy as

aomething that = keeps a bit of information from~other People,

and if that is not being accomplished, then: such a matter was sup-

i Ppsedly no longer a secret. Hwowever, in this case we must remembe

Cam. Coupe! o

S Ass. Burlincton, Hilberg 271

| Qu., With the exception of Dr. Benjamin Murmelstein, who was the
! , . .

last Chaimman of the Theresienstadt ghetfo: and the case of The-

O SONIA'TOH-3H

: . . 7 QAN “’STlflfﬁL 
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resienstadt was a very particu-., rarticular one, with the excep—~

4
¢
4

tion of Lejb GarfunMel, who was the deputy of Dr. Elkes, Chaimman
of the Judenrat of Kovno, all the leaders ® of the ﬁig ghettoes,

I mean all the Chairmen of the big khettoes of Poloand and the
baltic area. or, to use another word, all the big leaders of
thesea ghettoes, they dont' exist any morea. They are ailndead. most

of them were killed by the Germans, Czerniakow, who was the lea=-

der, the Chairman of the Warsaw ghetto, committed suicide the

. 22nd of July 1942, and these people left behind them nothing which
f . pPermits to see w how they experienced.. how they experienced the
leadership. We have of course speeches of people like Rumkowski

P in Lodz, like Gens, in Vilna. like Moses Merln. who was the cha1r—

man of all the ghettoes of u'Upper Silesia and who staid in Sosno~
wiece, but no one left a diary as Czerniakow did. Well wa have
now this diary, and you wrote.. you published it. and you wrote

an introduction fbr it. Well, first of all, how could you carac-

terize the diary of Czerniakow?
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Re. It is certainly the most unique and I ﬁaid say the most
;mportant document coming from the Jewieh side about the Holo

ceust, becauswy it was written by a man who<§§gan keeping a 4

-

HI INOYA ([:»{:mﬁotm:m

C’I

ry the very first week of the war;'be§ore the Germans .entered
Warsaw(and before he took over the responsibillty of leading
the Jew;sh commun;ty, and aflro kept(?is ;iar?>in daily entries
till the afternoon of the day when he ended his life./And it

is an important document because CZerniakow occupied a post

at the interface between the German and Jewish communities, in

daily contact with both,

"
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entré.ties n§°¥he Jewish population, and in turn appealing to

the Germans. Every week several times. ' And it is a unique do-

s_.fmmlbﬂ

cunent, because a man, holding that position, set down in ver%:

matter of fact language, without embellishment, in an almost

lakonic style, everything that was tramspiring, every meeting

he had, every subjeet that was discussed in that meetings.

Thus tﬁe diary is full of names, incldents and occurences of
" various kinds and covers the '~ " when it comes to

subjects ~ food, space, labour, hostages, children, shootings

o5
=
=
S
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%~§*MLA deportations, ghettoization. In general, mf all 66 it 1s ther
There is simply nothing that compares in.sheer content and co-

i
E verage what this diary contains. But i$ is above all remargua
]
{
/

because farther away we are from the event itself, it secems

that the diary transcends the man, it“seems'thatikeeping the

N

diary under the circumstances was one of the most important .

¢

‘things he did. Forvﬂe left us a window, through which we can
Z—N‘*\______~*~__~_“~ ST Tt we canm
’

observe a Jewsih community the terminal ours of its life.
\_..__..-—-—————“"—‘——___—_ T A

|
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\ Qu. A dying community?
| .
)

Re. Certainly'a dying community, what began dying frm the begi
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N.

ning.L.ind, in that sense, Adam Czerniakow did something ve

¥

i

importanﬂ He d_‘idnv't safe the Jews, in that respect he was

like other Jewish' leaders, but he left a record of wha"(: had

Z)fl([OH

happened to them, in a day by day fashion. And you cauld seep;

that he did all this on top of workin,g a seven days week, We

A

he was a man without vacations, without any day off. Anad yetw

(0

every dag, or almost every day, he had'an entry. He might reg

. cord the weather, were he went in the morzning, and then all

the things that happened. But he never‘failed' to wikte. That
was something that moved him, pushed him, compelled him, +hr

" out: the years, almost three years of his life, ‘under the Ger

mans. And in that- sense, perhaps because he wrote in such a

prosaic st¥le, we now know what went on in his mind how

d10 _sf)Nl'(rﬁ)g 4HL

things were perceived, recognized, reacted to. We even know~-,_]-?

Qu. Yes, I think that what is remarkable in the diary when ox%.
looks at the d:.ary £ day after day is first of all that this o
man is extremely busy. He has no time at all, and he wastes
in one way h:.s time in ﬁx;:ki daily routine tasks, in never e :
les.s neverending meet:.ngs with the Jews.. the other Jews of

the Jewish Council, wf which he is the chairman, w:!.th German

who w are above him andg giving him orders, but the most re- OI

maruquable thing is that he seems to have no 111usion at all. i

There is not the slightest grandiloguence, he never overdoes g
the things. !

Re. Two.. two illusions hg__does not have. he does not think o
Fwo i-- usions he

SHATHOYY WAASNN ']
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himself .o ‘

Q. .. as a great man,,

.

Re. .4 as a great man, Now, when he beepmeqimayor,,a title

to him by . the Germans, C;

m,

he.compares hiﬁself to the king of

Qu. A puppet?

~

L NONAia#DNa0udad

Re, Not even a Puppet, since Cooat

2 king really., . '

ia turned out not to have

@105 gH

N AHL A0 SONIQ

he,_Czerniakbw, is not a chairman.

 BOBINE ko5
_ Ass._Burlington, Hilberg 28

“48?. Yes, what is remarkable in thaés diary of Adam Czerniakow.

s
. 0
- has no Plan, he has no policy, or he has no plan and he hag n%;

ons, Qg

s1like Rumkowski’in'Lodz, lig;
- Hy

péiicy becausge he has no illusi @f one Compares him to th

other-leaders of the great ghettoes

Gens in Vilna, like Merin in Sosnowigw,. Sosnowiece, a11 the

three have g Policy. I mean, they wanted at least to achieve saoby.
thing, they thought that the work would be the way of rescuing (3
zhxxyxdx the Jews, and>in_all their Speeches, they oexplain thaégi

the rescue through work 1s the only way, that. theye is no otherrﬁ-

one, they deliver Jews to the Germans for
I3

stion, and we wil} talkAabouﬁg
this. But they took the fisk,

‘and they took the responsibility-

SHATHDAV
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‘to do it, And he commita suicide.

is mnever surprised. He knows, klhak the very first week, when h
e e h

e R Y

They very often said, yes, we have bloody hands, but we do th&
in order to safe the bit of the community which can be savedw
There is nothing of this kind in the diary of Czerniakow, andu

the remarkable fact is that the dJ_he-ﬂh’s to do the same th:.

fe!fl

as the three others did, Gens, Rumkowski and Merin. he refusea

cunh,

oﬁg

Re.’ Yes, X th:i.nk that was not g:.ven to illusionsa He 15 alggev

by one person who survived, and who had actually left Warsaw m

time, but who was ‘there at the beg:lnnins, to have called the

H HE

initial council together and to have shown them a little bottg

containing 24 tablets of cyan:!.de, which he said to them was gang

- to be kept in his drawer. There was one for each of them when()

the time came.

Qu. For the 24 members?

iHLJOS

Re, For the 24 members, This is a story. I cannot conf:.rm it, g

do not know whether it is true, But i% is a stoxry which was tﬁd

there is ne yuestion of the fact, that when the time cane,' on

of those pills at least was consumed by (\zerniakow\himself. Ar%

in between these two events, which are almost three years apanﬂ,

thxere are constant references to the end. He talks in terms’
—/ /~

graek m;thology, for he was famlliar with the mythology as so

OWEW s

“very many of the learned people of those days were. And he re<

fers to himself as wearimg a poisoned cloak, as Herkules once

dia. And he.. he also speaks of the coming events. the end. Heg
. ’ in

A

takes over the community) or tries to take it over.,(that the
Germans were coming‘.JAnd he prints up cards, in which he is..

Just visiting cards, you know, in which % he lists himself as e

SHTATHORV NNAS
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.-_,,‘,WW::

fighting

Obmanmu, E’he prints these cards evenkt while Poland is still

‘ Germagf ) 5

. E]
Qu. That's chatiman?

Re. That's a chairman. He knows that the ghetto is coming-,,. He

knows it because he knows abudt the wall building. And it comes

and is ho surprise to him,
Qu. He is never revolted? ' - - g

; - Re. He does not bother. Or he does not express the revolty\he dae

TV wd T
not express the disgust except with other Jews. Jews w’ho eithex

m— /

o

—_— =
deserted the community by emigrating early, or J ews, who 1like E
4

»n

' N
Ganzweich are collaborating x* with the Germans. And[for the

Germans he does not have words of disgustl X thinktl_e is beyong

}
i
i
=l

such wordﬂ He hasn't any criticism of the Germans themselves.
* @nd only seldom he allows himself to male a remark, whxch indicate
that he opposed % someth;lng by arguingHHe very seldom argues
with the Geri'oman.s.@e Pleads, he appeals, but he does m;t argue
w:.th theng He does argue when he is forced not only ta 'bu:.ld the
wall, but to pay m for it. And he says, that if the wall is being
put up as a hygienic measure, t9 prevent Jewish epidemics from
engulfihg tﬁe Polish or German population outside, than why is
it, why is it that the Jews ﬁave to pay for :tx it? The people
4 . who get the protection should pay for the meciecine, if the wall
is medecine, let the Germans pay. And Aue-rgwald, the Ghettokom-
'missa;, says; that's a very nice argument, he. Ciemial_cow, might
bring it up at an international conference some day, but for

now you pay for the wall. Czerniakow writes all this down, inclu-

SHATHOMV WNESAN wmow&wmsnvamoxl.:sn ALy
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Re. It's harder to figure out why he took it than to saf why hﬁﬂ.

.
B
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ding Auérswald's’reply'to his own argument. And thét's'about e
most he ever allows himself to say in criticism. of what the Gef)-
mans werae doing. So he takes for granted, he assumas, he antict?

pates everything that is happening to the Jews, including the

oud aId

Qu. Yea. But this is.. One could aslk, why did he take the Job?E=

And why did he keep the Job?

HeTendon L

HHL

kept it. He took it at a moment when the then existent chaitmaﬂ“

of the Jewish community, Meisel, had fleda I think he did have™

N([

a sense of responsibility. He did not have great, maﬁor succeséav

in his life: before September 1939, he was second in command ofc>

the Jewish community in Warsaw, he led the Jewish artisans, he“i
had a job with a foreign tazade house. But he was 59 yedrs old F’

and his career ha# not been meteoric. He haaq failed B to be elqh-

ted to the Polish senat. He was not amongst the most prom;nentiﬂ

luminaries of the Polish community. of the Polish Jewish commudIL
ty. He had only one virtue which he assigned to himself. loyalﬂﬁ

and staadfastness.
T .

lS.flV

Y

Qu. Yes. But do you think for instance, it is obviuus that a #E&

like Rumkowski always had a Bust for power, or even a craVe foﬁg

O

power. A man like Murmelstein too, and he had admitted it u in

front of me. And they.. it's very.. it's a real qaestion, how §
did these people could receive their power from tha actual klllE:
of the Jewish people° But it doean’t th seem that Czernlakow

had the same..

Re. Not for _power. He had not lust for it, he had no engoyment

it. le suffered. He mentions the suffering. He had phvsical mal

SHATHOIY INNASN
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mentions_that. ﬂe is asked by associates, how can he even_staggi

There is a Lady somewhere in Warsaw in love with a man. And

_coming out. This woman stuffed &hp'insides back with her own

-hands. She cafried the man to a first aid station, he died.
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dad

and he had maladies whighk of a kind which are associated with

burocratic life. He.. he had crit:.csms for those who wouldn t z

(0

let him do his job. He didn't en;oy the job. He. suffered. He

it; And he says: "Well - 1 havan't had afpleasant childhood. :
I have learned early how to auffer." This is his answer. So, - Eg

obviously, clearlxﬁhe does it as a matter of d&iz, And there’

PV

are remarkable passages in the diary that illustrate prec1sa1

ﬁl

H.I, 40 SDNI"‘(I’IOH q

what he meant.'I ean give you two examples, which are very

striking. Mind you, everything in the diary is out of context

He doesn't write in paragraphs. he does not bave introduction

he doesn't have a theme, he doesn't have a thesls or .. or an

objective. But(?ere are two episodes that are one year apart.

. . -~

the man was hit, was somehow grleviously wounded, as a ::‘e..v.ul'l.'.l,_j

of which he was left there in the streets w1th his insides

He was burried in a mass grave, she disenterred him and bur-

. § e e oy - .
ried him. This to [Czerniakow this simple episode, was the

ultimate of firtue.
Qu. For whom?

Re., For him.

Qu. He writes it?
o '

Re. He writes ites Quite out of context. But he remembers it gnd

ISNN TYIRIOWHI LSAVIOTOH 'S'Il

it 1mpresses him and he writes 1t And here is the second exa&ﬂl

And ironically, the second nxamain episode duplicates the fir t.
The*e is a discussion in the Jewish conncil, and somebody saygg

%
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‘very angry and gaid: "Well, certainly not those who emigrat

'in time! The true mentors are right here." And then he goes

to tell a story, without even introducing it, without tying

‘uap. with the discussion. As you know, in Warsaw, there were pes

officea. and the ghetto had_one such rost office. The delive

of all mail and parceis was carried on by Jews, not by the 1:-o

&J

gular post office employees. And once, a 15 year old was Bubsd:

tutlng for his mail carrying father with very vital parcels.Bﬂ’T

‘As you know, parceis kept people alife. And while he was mak

his round, some guard was shooting, as happened /
ly

i
H

ary frequen1=?
Yy and this boy was again hit in the stomach. He collapead.

BOBINE 406
——

‘Ass. Burlington. Hilberg 29

Re. He was shot, and he collapsed. And with intesting . coming

out of his ﬂ?demon and his spinal cord, that was aPparently

severed, he crawbed to the nearedt house and asked there the

.border police man to deliver the packages that he was carryin

G'T0H 'S’ AHL 4O SONIA'T

Czerniakow says no more., For him that story tells all. The bo

;1%

WIVIH@WE[W.._&L.S.

was ‘15,

Qu. This means what - that the boy fulfilled the missipn?

Re. He fulfilled the mission passed the instance he was alrea
hit but he was going to make shre that those parcebs which he

was carrying would reach the people for whom they were intende

And that was a mentor, that was a loyal person. That was an in

sA

vidual who did not forget his task, who did not desert his peo

as s80 many of those whom Czerniakow

N

}knew well at, perhaps, lat

in 1939, early 1940, perhaps even later. So Czerniakow had as

SHATHONY
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single virtue this sense of law.

Qu. You think thai he despised the people who left?_

aodaddda

Re. Absolutely, because he constantly refers to those who had
grated in a tone of writing of wvoice which clearly.indicates_

" he certa;niy'despised them.

i : Qu. For instance, Zygelboim..

HL WO¥A ¢A30

Re. No.. all of them. All those who emigrated and all those whm

o { left the community in the érgeo He did mnot beliave that someb%gy
was- emigrating for the purpose of helping, and he espeeially %;d
harsh words to say for those were going to emigrate in &orderf]h
3 ' ‘ collect funds or to help the Jewish community from the outsid&ﬁ‘

. Q.
He didn't believe that that would be done, could be done, or thakss

that could even have been the intention of those who were-leaégn

: that he was..l don't 1ikeé§
i _ Que. In splte of the fact that he knew/. I dontt 1ike to use t

.word in what concerms the.. the Jewish Councils, and their 132ﬂ€
In spite of.. but I have .. I have to tell it. In spité of th%g
fact that he knew that he was obliged to fuléill the.Gefman oéD:
ders, this means to collaborate in one way with them, he thou%Et
that it was better to stay, even at this price, than to.. to nq;

than to escape?

Re. You'SEe, running was poséible only for a a;;_handﬁig

s of = Egggig; The bull of the Jews would remain behind leaderl s

e i o By Sk A,

The constant dil emma of every Jewish council, part1cu}ar1y of

<~ - ,Czerniakow as the head of the largest of them was that one codllc
not stay at once post without serving the Germans. And one coégd

—_ - p
<

not leave the post without apparently hurting the Jews. This Egs

a paradox and a contradiction with which they all had to'liveg;

————— .
s ey

SHAIHO
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It was impossible to seperate the two elements of each other.

It was a fatal combination, and it g_i_.lled hime -

v

Qu. Yés...And I think one has to keep absolutely these two ends
of the.. of the rope in order to understand what wvas real pro-
blematic :itk -the Jewish Councils, the tragedy. What do you
think of the people kxwmk who have definite that

on'.the..‘ the Jewish Council? They say they were collaborators!

Qu. There are many!

Re. All sorts of people say all sorts of things. They have don

it without much study. They have done it w:.thout deep penetra—

tion into the problem areas that these very people had. I th::.n

L 0 SDNIGTOH..&HWOMM..

it's necessary to goal a place , I think it's necessary to put ﬁ

oneself to some extent into somebody elses place. Invariably,

- <
ievitably I did this, X ;iving five years i‘_l:h th;f.s diary m
-angi ‘beginning to think somewhat the thoughts whi‘ch Czemiakow g
had. In that sense of course, one enters into the mind of the 8
person and beginsg to see the parameters, the limits',r much és g

they were seen then. There was no such thing as collaboration

T e,
as such in the J ‘ coxg_n_x_t_x_p};ty, because there is no Jewsih

leader, who even. in the remotest identified with oxr wanted

——

to help the German cores,.
m

Qu,. Noone?
Re. Noone that I Lnow.

Qu. I mean, can it be compared with what one called .. you hav

the French collaborators, you have the Quislingse...

STATHDUV Wnasnw




" they were men rathexr than women,
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Re. No, no, It cannot.. no, no, not.. There are 8Some who com

Very close. One might think of Szewinsky,
chief, '

1

T

the Jewish-policé

Qu. In the WArsaw,jghgtto. Yeah.

Re. '

VThefe are some people who ooﬁe veiy'close;té.that 1ike..

A dIDNAOodd

.he was a convert to Christianity amd he behaved iﬁ an abomi

fashion during the deportations. But all such ekceptions.asiﬁgg

and thqreAare'notimgny,

ambiguous alm, it must be said df the Jewish
R

S —

were authenticalli Jews, The Gérmans did not‘really Bselect,

e
Germans diq not pick Jewlsh leaders..

a1d

That must be remembered

-

The Germans 8imply aparted those whe ﬁappened to be on hanag

ONI

This includes Czerniakow and this includes a great many oth

0S

erm,
Ard so while it may be said that the Jewish Councils were not’

necessarily representative of the Jewish reople, certainly )

they were middle aged individuals,

certainly they wére indi-
viad

uals who had achieved somethiﬁg Eefore tﬁe.war, certainly

certainly they wefe limited

in a rariety of ways in their prewar cargers,

8o they coald

not be smaid to represent the totality of the Jewish community

’
by the szame token however they were authentically

Jewish,

They were not Germans,sthey.were not imposed, they didn't com

p{f;
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from the outside, theyAcame from within. That indeed -is the

disaster, for throughout they retained the trust of the Jews

r'd .
with everything they did. Throughout they could command even
to the last moment and into the extreme. Ihe allegeance of
the Jewish_pedple. even those ‘of the Jewish~feople that criti-~
cized them very largely, because in the wult

imate sense, they
And they were believqg to be doing what they did
) A L Ty —NNW»_M“.W’

were Jews.
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out of desperafion. but still with a view to saving what coulé

—

be saved, to help:l.ns whom ever could be helgid.

e TN st e AL

rann,

Qu. And this is true of numkosrgk;,_ggf Gens, of all of thezg:..;

Re. Of course it is less true x of some than of others. h o mak
a 1arge generalization here, cutting across Europe and across

time. But still I think it's a commen denominator. ’

" Que Why the idea of Jew:.sh traitor is so unbearable? i'c I mean

you have British traitors, American traitors. French traitors

AHL WOUA t[’_»mnqozld

This doesn't touch the whole of the French commun:l.ty'o:" Bri‘tism‘. g

NI'([

. But when we touch this questlon about the, let's say, within

bracld:s, ."collaboratlon" of the Jews with the Germans, everyboay

becomes so sensitiv, even the people who don't 11ke the Jews. %

. . . ’ ' -
Re. Well, a traitor,. you know, it's interesting, but in our ovg
country, in the United States, the only crime defined in the C
Consiitution of the United States is that of_treasqn._And it g
Ai_s‘to give aid and confort to the enemy, or to side with the
enems;. Thc;se two things.[In fact, the Jews did not side with §

the enemy. They didn't. And it was not their intent to g:l.ve ai}
or comfort to the Germans, though inevitably, that is precise]_£
what they did. But they always did it for the purpose of - saving
Jews. They were making concessions, to an extreme ext?nt. ‘Or |

else, they took their own lifes, which also 'is an extreme act.,,

Qu. Did you change your mind since you wrote "The destruction g
of theEuropean Joews" in this particular po_in_t? Because I have
the feeling that you were much-more harsh, severe, towards the

people, when you were writing the book, than you are now.

SE[AIHDHV,IA__I(IG!SIIW
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" destruction.

~ harhh.

we did not have|the diary of Adam cZermavcovgJ we did not halff

were. There is no question of that.

W rdo e e
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Re. Well, of course,. in the first ver51on. which is, at -

~moment, the only version in print... '

aouddy

‘Que No, mno, I mean. ,

‘Re. I know, I know,'I speak of the : "Destruction of the Eu

ropean X Jews" in its very first and still only verslon.

"I was very baier, I was very, very brier abuut the role o

the Jews and their own destruction. And the very brevity

the words made them harsh., It isn't ‘the = tone, it isn't

adjectivs, but rather is it the sheer brevity, ‘the simple
statement that the Jews were in a sense aiding thelr own

destruction. Not necessarily just the Councils, but the

Jewish community as a whole,
with

complying/German orders,

in all of its activities, in

f O.SDNI,([’IOHﬁl_._EﬁL.

‘%
4

in carrying dﬁf\German-orders,
in lelwwing what it is that the Germans told them to do t%ﬁ

the letter, was mov*ng, in a single direction. to its own C:

And to say this as I have Just said it this

1.°S°(

Aminute. so briefly,

in a single Paragraph, ig to be very
Apae

Because a single paragraphe does not tell what
happened in the Process of doing these thlngs. -What though
what pain occurred during that time.

=
S
=)
&
c
7

Now, of course, then

a lot of other ocuments. Today we do.

So today, we are not

really changlng the conclnszon. Iz certainly tell the storyQ

in a much elaborate and hence perhaps more consoling fashini:~

Qu. Human. n

Re. Perhaps a more human fashion. This is not to say that

WNQASAN "

I now believe that the Councils were not a dlsaster. They

In some Sense one can se

SHAIHO¥Y-



. even go as far as to say they were more of aAdisastav than

' by which this happened. We can sce how, step by step, the

more the ‘end. And from that sense, that perspective, we have

- in such conditions into the inevitable posture .Which at the

HILBERG 115

.
A VTSI

even more, how much of a diaaster they were. But one. can _Beo
the mechanisms. One can see the step by step process_not only

-

on the German side, one can now see it also on the Jewish sid

-as inewvitably going ffomidne..;

'BOBINE 402 i -
Aau. Burlington. H1lberg 30

MQ@M |

;iu;ﬁgﬁ

Re. I dpn't say they were not a distster. They were. And now

one can see this fact even nmore clearly than before. I would

I thought'it one time. Yek aganm, we can see the_meqhanisma

Jewish Councils, not only the Germans, propelled themselves

) SONIATOH

into a situation which became the Final Solnytion,

learnt a lot. We.. we know the psychologi as well as the

-
m:
=
=

administrativ steps which lead people in charge of a communitybn

OH

end gives them absolutely no opening, safe to 301n the victimsE™

Qu. Whieh they all did, as a matter of fact, wvoluntaridy of not

Re. And they were victims, quite exactly, quitg_precisely.

-y .
Qu.sBut{ in the emtry of July 8, 1942, which is a barely.. not

even two weeks before his deatﬁE}Czerniakow writes.. becamme

he was criticized by some people, because he organized some

kind of a children's festival. And obviously he saw a film

. . v - ‘- LT T ———
before the war,|and he compares himself to the.. wne of the

g
e

protagonists ¢f this film, of the heroc of fhis-film. He writes

SHAATHOYV NNASNIA TYIHIOWHIA LSNVOO
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that he thinks of a film (‘here the captain of a sinking Bhgl

U\;/,,-» gives order to the orchestra to play jazz, and he identif:.“

Q-
himself to this captaln of the sinking ship. Of course the@
:.s no jazz, but there is a’ kind of children festival. STy

=)

Re. Yesh there are chess tournamenta, yYes, Ghere is a theamire

there is a children's fest:.val Everything ‘going on until e
. last moment. But more :.mportant.. these are’ symbols.EFeseE

) outward cultural activitias\:( Ehese fest:vals, they are notm

simply moral building devices, which is what Czerniakow ’ m

T

e
ident:.fzes ’l:hem to be, rathen they are symoollc £ of the en_d
tlre rosture of the ghetto, which is in a process of heali
or try:xng to heal [ick peonle who are soon going to be gas }

* which 'isg try:.ng to’ educate youngsters who will never be grans;E

up, which 4is in-a process of g01ng,to f:v.nd- work for people - .

‘ T

IR N .. and increase X - errployment in a. situation vwhich is- doomed toH
L ' O (e I
: failureJ They are. going on, as though life will continue. %I) i

l o ~* " They have &n officual fa:.th in. the surv:z.va'bility of the gheﬁo‘
"even as though all indications ai‘é to.the contrary. The sgﬁﬂk
continuss to be: "We must continue, for this is the only stx‘ate

gy that is left. We must minimize the injury, minlmi"e the’

SIIV

‘ . _ dammage, minimize the losses, but we must continue." And. cof3

tinuity is tha only thing in all ghettoes..

, Qu. But obv:.ously, when he compares himself to this capt&:.n f

s a sinking ship, he knows _that everything... C\

< ‘Re. He knows, he knows.. I thihk he xmew what he sazd.. or[h%

belleved the end was coming perhaps as. early as . October 1941tq :

fo

when he has a note about alarming rumomrs as to the fate of g

WVarsaw Jewry in the spring. This is also also when B:gsbhof.f,%
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TR L

the head of the Transferqtelle, tells him that after all a g%g

is only a temporary device, without specifying for what. He %E

because in January he has permanitions or reﬂorts and rumors

i: about Lithuanians coming. He is concerned vhen: Auerswald dis-
- appears and is going to Berlin, rlght around January 20 194

. vhich wo know know to have beexn the date of. tha Final Solut

! - - Confernnce in Berlin..

Que.0f tho.Wannsce'cohfggenpee.;

Re. .. the Wannsae Conferéhce and even though E Czerniakow
in Warsaw behind the walls has no idea of such a conferance

going on in Berlin, yet: he is concerned, that Auerswald the

o ghetto commiasar, is gozng to Berlln. He can't imagine wh;,

) SDNI.([’IOH_IL[_HL

unless that it is n for a purpose thats bolds no good. And +

-.8a in FebrLary there ‘are ‘movre rumors. in March the rumors

‘are becoming even more spcclfic, he k now begins to record

’

the departure of Jews from the Lublin gbetto, of Vienitz, or

~ Cracow..

e

i ‘ } Quo s LWOWO.

. ) : Re. And Lwow! Those four that he mentions snecifically as hav

§nv:)0f1'0}1 's'n /ZH.L

”haﬂ deportations. And there is absolutel

~ -
"

y-no. doubt or questlo

that this is what he is talking about But he never mentions

‘any destinatlon,\and nor does he ask, nor does he ask where
\M

- . vt oae. the transports. are. SOinvo lie never does. s
£

Iymommx‘( A

| : Qu. He doesn't. And we know ngw that the transports went to
- e e
—

Belzec. e V2

Re. Yes. But he does net ask this.vAnd we also know, mof cours

from other sources, that the exlstence of death camps is alrea

“‘aﬂ—\___-_______

SAATHOUY WNASAIN
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Oh Yes, ';re know thia, absolutely..

RE, yo know thig,

Qu. We Inoy this‘, I mean a
the Bund ey 44

CSONIATOH FHL WO

R‘Qo‘

Qu. Ringelblﬁm knew it,

Re, Me_ntions it,

HEd

that he haq 34 knawa JF

CG!A-,-.‘
) trams., All e know i 4 that he
/ S

=

didn'tin;

: the ul_tiimate-defeﬂ
We cannot be-Bure.j.

'ry./ We.cannét mak.e
‘ - nation of $hat was in

in hig mind,
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" Qu. Yes. But he_ha& even the truth

vdirecfly. ﬁecguse{

3
«*&
3
&
g
5
A
0¥ qIDNA0UITH

RQ. wall- e

'v'ng»He knew that thig was thy policy. ' g

N v,

Re. He knew,

enough, if that ig
her 1941 4o remark that now

the intéiligentiia
were dying als@.

Up to this point
by December 1941, members of the
death ©

+ Poor people were dying,

And he even;has..

died a little
bit later.

Intelligentsia were of course at the top
class.

of the middle
And once they'étarted dying,

the situation vas really very
very very bad.

And that's

H

i
i
i
5
!
1
H
i
i
t
§

t
withvapproval,.that one

and said: "I want money, not in

. ) ‘ LIN
| H 'S'N AHL §O SONIA'TOH dH
SHATHOAY INNASN I, :b- V i
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- order to eat, I want money for the rent. To ray the rent fo
my appartment, because I don't want to dye 'inv the street."
" This is the .ki:-i‘d of comment that Czerniakow writes down in

his diary. fi‘hs meaning of dignity. The aproval.

wOaaS’([a:)naoqu[ﬁ

Qu. You mean in the.. a petition from somebcdy? Wheo said "

me money! ¥

‘ Re. Yos. Yes. But not for food., G.ive me money. BO thai; I can,_Pa

the ront because I don't want to die in ths streot. There wg-er‘

people droppin g dead in thc street, who were covered with ==

newspapers. .

SONIATOH

Qu. Vhy was the housing more important to him tha.p i:he_ food?

&

Re. To this particular individual, who wasn't eating enough Q

|

lﬂ

to remain alife, who didn't want to be dyingof hunger while

collapsing in the street.

HHH

Qu. This means that death was not avoidahle, but it was avo:.&b

to diaee... inside or outside,

O’IOH

Re. Of course. Of course. It is one of these sar&onic jokés 'S |
of ﬁich he had quite a few. He always had a ... strango.. st%gn
descriptlon of a band playing in front of a funeral parlor, ’-ﬂ
of a harse with drunken drivers and a deafl child running aro ,
the grounds. He had.. he had rather sardonic comments about z ;
" death. He lived with death. He mentlons a prominent Jew by thE |
name of Rapoport who laughad before he died. And he liked thag

‘line so much, that forgett:.ng that he had. already written it Z

SHATHOUYV IAIHE[SQ



T Que It's _beautiful.'

spring from the four wkettoes that he does mention that someth1ng

HILBERG 121

onca, he write it down again. Rwinx

s i

Qu. Twice in the diary?

Re. Twice. He never crossed out anything. He never read anything 0

He repeated himself. And this savdonic sense.. this sardonic Sense

_asl:)gmoud’m

comes through, you see.

‘

Res (En mame temps) He lives with deat?/{And he alse approves of t

statement..

BOBINE 408

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg 31

Qu. When Czerniakow hears the rumors about the deportations from
: 13
Lublin, Lwow and Cracow, which is on March 1942, £§oes he ask in hi

diary where they are shipped, what happens to them?

Ree. No.é?e never doef:)He never speculates. Je hasg no supposit;ons
— . /

e

theories;,bht in the sams time he places that"news into the entriesQ

that he writes in such a wap as to 1eave ne doubt that the develop—c>
- qh&m&cWNt ’
ment is very ominous. He has a feeling of docm for the Jews of

Warsaw\(and he recognizes in the deporiatlons in the very early
_ Fe ((é"\—-‘"\’——-——“\____,/

_,ﬁN\_,,__N__"_v’Mhﬂﬁu~wni__ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Ry
may well be in the alr for Warsaw 1tse1f. And every subsequent
- e T e T —

—~——
entries repleat with the anxiety that he feels.’
w—'\_—‘__/_—_/,-\_/

S {not)
Qu. But why.,: why does it/say specifically they are.. they went to

death, they were gassed. Because he didn't know, or..

Re. No, I rather doubt that it is because he didn't know. I think

we find in the records of Jewish Council members, of Jewssh bureau-

Hs' aHL 40 SONIATOH HHL WOdA
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_death camps that we also find in the German correspondence.
' This is something that they have in common and X suspect ‘for
‘the smme reasont they can't really mention these things. For

once they do, they can no. longer go on with their conduct as

Qu. The last entry takes place how long before bis suicide?

Re. The last entry is few hours.. The last entry precedes his

e b ARSI it e s

HILBERG 122 .
S

crats the same absence of a direct reference to killings, to

though-théfe were still a chance. as though continuity were

still possible. In order to do that, ene must shut out, howev
difficult the process may be, thes ominous implications of the
nhews and well, even mentioning them, one musgt at least not say'
in writing that this is a death sentnnco. As somn.. As soon
as one does that, life is already contiminate, for this man

certainly. And indeed. pritty soon he has reached that point.

Bﬁt even then, even in his last entry, he doesn't say it

exactly.

death by a few hours.’
Re. And what does he write? Exactly, in the last entry?

Reg Hore is the last entry. You want the whole entry? I ean

read to you the last paragraphe.
Qu. Yes.

Re. The last paragraphe is like this: "It is 3 o'ilock. So far
5000 are ready to go. The orders are that there must be 9000
by 4 o'clock. Some officials came to the post office and is-
sued instructions that all incoming letters and parcels be

diverted to the Pawiak prison.'"

IVIMOWAI LSOVOOTOH 'S0 AHL 10 SONIT'IOH THL WOHA AIDNdONdTY

rat it
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Re. This is the last entry of a man on the afterncon of the day

that he co'mmits suicide.

£

Qu. Ready to go, this means ready to go to Treblinka?

Ru. Yes, of course. There'is no question..

Qu. We have to say this. He committed su-- .. the firat tranasport
of the Jews of Warsaw to Treblinka was the 22nd of July 19‘!2, and

he committed suicide the day after, the 23rd of July.

H AHL WONA qEONQONdAY

Re. That's right, ];.n other words, on the 22nd, you see, on the
22nd he is called in by Sturmbannfiihrer Hoefele, whe is in charge
of the resektleiment staff. Who has come in there for the express
purpose of taking the Jews out of Warsaw. Hoefole tells him, on
the 22nd, and here incidently is another fascinating point, Cier-

niakow is so agitated that he doesn't put the date down correctlyy

THI 4O SONIATO

Instead of saying July 22nd, 1942, he says July 22nd, 1940. Hoe-
fele calls him in at 10 o'clock, disconnects the telephones, chilm

o
Q

dren are removed from the playhround opposite the community buil-

ding‘ And then he is told that all Jews, irrespectiwof sex and S
age, with certain exceptions, will be- deported ‘to the East. To g
the East. | | %
. ]

- Qu. Again the East. E
Re. Again the East. And by & pm. today a contmntion eof 6000 >peop E

must be provided. And this at the minimum will be the dai¥y quot

Now, he is told that at 10 in the morning of July 22nd 1942. He

‘then goes on, he keeps appealing'. he wants certain exemptions, he™

wants the Council staff to ‘be exempt, he wants the staff of the

NdS

welfare organizations to be exempt and he is terribly worried thqz

the orphans will be deported and he repeatedly brings: up the orp

SHATHDWV ¥
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And on the next day he still doesn't have assurance that thn

orphans are going to be sava. Now, if he cannot e the care™™

taker of the nrphanage, than he has lost his war he has 1o

his struggle.

Qu. But why the orphans?

1 AAOAADA

element . . o
8/in the community. They are th

They have lost their Parents,
They cannot possibly do anything on their own. If the'orphanggf"

't evan get the promzse. t%g
woxrds spoken by a German S§ officer,

Re. Thay are the most helples

little children, it's future.

do not have exemption, if he doesn

not even assurances, wh

- as he knows, cannot be counted on, if he cannot even get the:z

words, what can he think’ : o GD

Qu. It's very. very good.

=

x|

ly symbolic for him, E

&

Re.. They are completely,. o S ) ‘ wn

s | , =

- Que This ig the massacre of the innocent. ga
Re. That is the.. well

s, and completoly dependent on. him. Afteﬁs
- ally all sorts f of people,

or faught
Q‘I.
Re. ©Onh, absolutely (les deux parlent en méme temps - plusieur

pPhrases incomprebensibles).. Of course,

children's

3

that's why he has a

be turnedq, that's why he is not above extorpin

money from’rich Jews to give %

to the?ehudren. that's why he

SHATHONY WOASON TYTIOWAN
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agitates for schodls, that ig why he specially. worriaes ;

all the time of the ghetto that ik ig es

he wants them to be taken grei
. . . i
of. He rather wants to be able to buy food in the opex maget!

. . |
§n the other side. Of course it'g turned down. Ang he is-r;t g
in fa_vour of the smuggling Precisgely because children are %ixi
it.

And this ia hin Principle responsability,

If he cahnot&i:ali

don't forgebdhj"
. ) . : !
his wife is in the education Personal, his wife is ag

ed
cator..._. Nunja 0zerniakow, Dr.

- care of the chiidren, whatlels_e can he do? And

Felicia Czerniakow,

éf couge..i

, -
So he has it also from his wife. he has this constant ,aware?es¢

ut the diary, ang it's hid

|

|

! of the childrem. It runs througho
! .

i Some people who report that
|

last thought.. he wrote a note aTteis
. he closed the book on the diary,

Re. He lost the war. Qu. Yes,

Re. And it's Temarkable that he kmow when he lost,.

g
X
H
o
3
p

. ) ’ : - them reople that know that, *nx that moment, Lknow it exact

i 1y,
knoyf it immediately, know it clearly. He knew it in the afte

W 1§N1VOOTO

C

W

of the 23rd. He had one more meeting with the Germang

apparer@ly
that day, and he didg' '

t wait beyond that. In the early eveni
he took his Poison.

Qu. Yes... !

PLAN DE COUPE MUET BuR LANZMANN A LA FIN DE 14 BOBINE 408
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already a ’
Qu. Well, Czerniakow knew obviously since a/long tlme, and the

very fact of his suiczde is the best proff of this knowledge.

Re. Itthink that when we look €or example at Ringelblum, who also
wrote a diary, we see that knowledge in’ evidence. ¥We even see the
reasons why, with that knowledge, the Jews went to thelr death.

Ringelblum writes on June 17th... o -
Qu. 19427 |

Re. 1942. Five weeks before the evacuation began<in Warsaw, that
he talked to a friend from another town, in which the conversation
led to the topic of Sobibor, and he mentions Sobibor, where the

Jews, he says, were choked to death with gasses.

Qu, Were k choked?

Re. Cheked to death with gasses._The friend asked him: "How iong_

will we go &8s sheep to slaughter? Why do we keep quiet? Why is
there ‘no call to escape to the forests. no call to rosist’" And
Ringelblum ;ays. "Thzs question tourments all of us. But there
is no answer to it. because everyomne knows that reslstance, and
part;cularly even if one gingle German soldier is killed. its
outcome will lead to the slaughter of a whole community,

oxr even

of many communities. The first who are sent to slaughter are

the old, the sick, the children..those who are not able to resist.

The strong ones, the workers. are }eft meanwhlle to be, because
they are needed for the time be1ng." And then he says: "That is
the reason. Why 300 prisoners of war let the Germans kill them
on the way from Lublin to Biaida, and these soldiers were known

to have distinguished themselves in the fight for Poland's free

SHAIH
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Qu. You mean, the prisoners of war..

Re. Jowish.. Jewish présoners oW war.

Quo Jew:l.sh. =

Aqoddad

Re."Not to act, not to lift xk a hand against Germanl has sinc

oh

g\ T N
{ become the guiet, passiv beroism of a common Jew.” Not to actc

ai

~—
It is tmo that non-resistance, the deliberate decision not to my
resist, was a rational act. And it is very important to realizo
and recognize this fact: one may act rationally and loose disag

terously. The rationality consisted in the ex-.. in the expectﬂ’

tion, in consisted of the expectation that perhaps not everyboq

! will die. So if at the beginning a few very capabl@ people woug

; take it :lnto their own hands to resist against the Germans, bri}%-

’ ging retribution upon the helpless people inside the ghetto, wl’%‘t;
then would héve been accomplished? For that reas_oh. those capa@e .

of resistance didn't. Noone expected, in that circle, and this H

includes Riumgiklblum's cirle¢ That everybody wauld die, althoughT

[ \ they began t0 be mortified by the possibility. i
Qu. But they had ﬁot the feeling that the .. what was at gtakeg |
was not the death of some individuals or the delath'Aof 8 _
of the Jewish people, but of the whole.. of t}xg;‘,!‘e'wish people 9 |
. as a whole, mfxkhw that is the Jewish people of Pbland'.’ % :
i Re., Thhy didn't. They didn't see the Fin§1 Solution. They saw E i
i \'\ . individual‘acts in ‘which Jews were Eeing deported, in which %
.\,.,,,/ Jews were being killed, in which they were decimated, and they E
did.n't see the Gestalt. They didn't see i‘b as the inevitable g :

process whereby European Jews,were doomed. And they come to thaz
conclusion, and had they taken the consequenﬂal steps, perhaps
the picture would have been different. But that is a speculatio

that we are now engaging only with great futility.

Qu. Yes.

SHATHOUV IAH'IEISII
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- Ree To them, the positive step of resistance, as early as 1942

was fropped with too many dangers. They could not take it upon

them-elvea to bring gbouf the disamater. Were ;t to'hﬁppen,
they at least would nof be its activ accomplices Qf its activ
vpérticipatﬁrs; And this is the reason they didn't a#t. And here
I speak of men iike Ringelblum and those of his'friendsvwho
were being celebratod for being heros, for.. for being stead-

Lo ”v: : fast and for speaking ths true mind of the Jexwiah people.

‘And yet they rationally‘decided the very action which 1ndeed.
" wak taken by the Jewish Councils. We can see the biggen example
' in a sense in the Lodz ghetto. Because the Lodz gﬂettq exigted
for the longest time. It was not disbended, you_éée,.qntil the

summer of 1944,

O 'SDNI(I’IOH‘EHI“W&IH&” -

H
i

Qu. It was the first ome too.

Re. It was tho first and almost the last. And because of that

very fact the nrgument even today is pehﬁaps the strategy of

mxnimization,)the strategy of giming up Jews in order to Bave
others could;not‘be said to be totally false, because it almost,
if noi quite suddeeded in Lodz. I happen not to agree with
tﬁe argument. I happen not to think that Lodz was capablé‘of
‘survival, the Rad Army.was too far away to deliver the Jews

o ' of Lodz from bondage. And it is remarkable % on the other Hand,

i
;
{
!
|
i
1
! .
1
1

T‘*ﬂyﬁhAsee, that in Lodz particularly the deportations began so
emrly that by the_spring of 1942 there was great certainty

within the ghetto as to what hagpened to the deportees.
Qu. In the deportations, the people were shipped to Chelmno.

Re. They were shipped to Chelmno.

Qu. Very near.

SHAIHOYUYV Wfli[Sle TYTRIOWANW LSAVDOTOH 'S’ HHL
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they continued to wid-april 1“42. and in the course of th‘lo

deportations, 4% coo forom Lod7 to a death camp.

e To Clielnmo?

{ . , : . 1'
! ite. To Chelmno. On Arril 12th, en £S ofrieer came dnd.. told .
| .

, -4 story, that thare wvere 100 000 Jews in a place callpd WVarth-
i
; briclten, that they were having a nice life thore. that they

51;
R
“éa“
.H:"g
=
-
r
2
=2
. ]
3=

that s0 000 Eth I
.'::%z
ang had pasgsed throngh and had left them fnrniture ]

had all tre amienoties of civilizea existence,

nic Germ

rﬁ
with directs and everything else, the Provisions were excellentb‘

I
and so cn and sc on. But, by May trueks were coming into the :%

ghetto

4

and were unloading the Personal belonging- € of People Uﬁ

incloding blankets and et bedsheets and,,

=

=y

f Qu. Yrayer,. Ci

;.. . §ﬂ

‘ {

! -

’ Re. even.. sven Talits, tes, They found skirts there, rants, un1:

o Jackets, o

! derweme /coats with,., witha torn seems out of whicgh pPersonal g
1dentifications cards and valuvables were fallinq out, and wboni ﬁ.

they looked at the adresses ~ and I am now apeaking of Jewsih g%

~ =
T workers in the ware houses '

and o0 on -~ and saw who these depor-

tees were, then they also knew what had happened th them. becaus

S . these were there cwn people,
\\\~——ffon, there could no longer be any doubt as to the pltimnto

: : ate of the derortees.
{

There conld no longar be any ques-

TOIWAN

And that as sarly an_May.'And ever since

then, when in the Lodz ghatto there vas fear of deportntions,

one could sce it 1n a fluctuating price of one black market com

SAATHOEY OISO
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*r one commodity that was traded at the rrce markot n

e e e A S

that was sacharine. The price of nacharino went up or fell vith

aaxiety felt by the Jews towarda future doportationl.
4

Qu. Why?

ft's an exact woasurment of the énxiaty level. Thc grtutor‘
the anvisty,

%0

- Q1

g
)
.;:,

the more the purchases of sacharin in tho market

and the higher the price.

Tu. Yese but why? Decause they wanted to take uach.rin with them

o S.{)NI.([TIOH

te. ilo, I don't know, £ I don't think they wanted to take it

1‘ bt

with thes. Sacharin is sweet - it's the only sweetness that wa»lm

lef't., Deportation is very bitter.

Ve Yes.

Hu. Well, A1f you read the Chronicles of the Lods ghatto, you see

that und you are gtartled by it, but there it ig. We have an exae

-;LS'ﬂVC)O’IOH SN a

veasuronent of tho wood of the populution of thae Lodz ghetto in -

asturing pitce of sacharin, and what is even more interesti

~  the Chronickers in the Lodz ghetto who wrote this record re~

cognis

ized the fact and noted down the price of sacharin as the

barvaeter..
. OF the anxiety..

the anxiety felt by the populution. They aso 1abolod it.

ey recognized it for’ what it was. There wasn't anv Aiaaésac

STATHOMV WNASAW TVRIOWAN
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1n ¥heir mindg.,

vty Yhat 18 the formul ar eXYactly of Ring

3 -
WGy o

- of the common Jew wvas passivity!, It is a %eroilm, but

miat vict confume two things.

in this cage it is.

Qus Yes, but.. and the VWrrsaw rshetto uprising?

e, The Vearsaw ehetto

urrigsing comes very late, in the chrono-~

tory of avents. 310 000 Jews were deported from the Warsaw

Fietto from the end of ]

Ly 7"]?-’\_[7: Lr

Azs, Svridineton, Hivher, =%

wue les, out the I'arsaw rhetto vworiging., .,

Lhew wocame. .
“ue Why dia bt Lhiabpen -

s it came aiter many deportations. It came late, in & chrono-

1ogical sens. Un to the

onset of the major operation which be-~

ins in July 1942 and extends into Seontember of that year. the

ghetto had alreagy lost, due to the death rxate, which reached
Ive 0f the rorulation per month, a substantial portion of its

fopulation, maybe 20%.
¢

‘e You mean from the beginniﬁg of the existance of\Fhe ghetto?

\\
N

tes Yeafhi.

elblum, "the mute herg

July to the beginning of September /1942,

JONITA

Weroism can be a desaster alsc, an

ONHAIN LSNVOOTOH 'Sl HH.L: OSDNI([’IOHL{;I
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Que o, dwdy till July?

e. Yeali, it had lost, well, let's say 15% 01 its people. In

vther words, there were mwonthzm, when 5CCO died per month.

5
T

316 00U were deported in the summer months of_19&2edlqav1ng :3
approximately 7C GOC. And that's a remment, which means that
verhaps Y0 (OC had died, 31G CGO hud been deported and 70 000

were left,

NaoydTd

+ ity

Que .. and had beon gasscd.

@'TOH FHL WOdA

€. Yeah, naturally. Cr the 70000 half were engaged in lahou
This was % thg strongest element of the Community, physicallygz
the strongest, the one that got the biggest rations, and bestQ
cuirable of survival. "“ut in January, there was another deporta«

tier, and in cocurse of which the entire Counsikl was dedimatedfr
. I mear.. the peorle who followed Czerniakow, the..
Ne. The hople that fcllowed him, the successors. And in the c?5r:
of that deportation, mayte iP% of those that remained were de%;

torted. So now we have a little over 60 00O0.

Gua. And no Jewish Council any more.

TVIIOWHN LS

“e. lardly, no. There is no.. no recruit of any activity by

the Jewish Council after January 1943, At this point, the resﬁi?
¢ T

tance organizations, whéch have already bBegun to oféqpize.

asn

become more important. They have already been nhootiné\ht pomd™=

Council members, but t now they achieve a distinct goal, purpiir

@
s
2
=
@
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and with guiet re&o]ution they get a fow weapons,

The battle then enaued the following April bhetween the hermnns
and the Jews.

which is symbolic in a sens to the oxtond that Auachwitz il of

the entire destruction Process,

that battlie wae a very symy small infantry engagemqnt; The Ger~

mans reportell 16 killed and 85 wounded throughout the battle.

One should not look at this statisgtic as though there were ex~

tremely tew German casualties. Because under the circumutances.

the Jews Possessed weapons that would not have equipped a modern

infantry company of that day.

tytu, Aha,

Yygvv Ve, ‘'hey had two or three automatic weaponsg, they had a few

dozen riftles, piastols home made exnlogif devises, and it is

with this weapons that they killed 16 Peovrle and wounded 5 more

8o far as the Germans are concerned, and mavbe sBome more because
there might have been some of the wounded dying later, But in the
wain, i1 have very iittle question in my own mind, that the ata-

tistics are correct. Now, on the German side, there were several
thovsand men of whom s0me were just trainees with Perhavs four

weeks ot training. I noticed for example that the Germans did

not even motors in the battle and I suaspect that the reason for
this is, motor training ia something that isg given teo aoldiers

not during the first or the second or the third week, but some-

what later. It did use the German Army for qertaih Purposes

not Very many.v

which has come down as the Warsaw ghqtto battle and

although they wpre two extremes,‘




Cag

Geruwan kngradExs sngineers and artillery. they used police uhﬂg?i

HILBERG 134 o A E

ant they had collaborators. Ukrainians, who numbered well ovex'o:
3CC wn that battle, nmore .them 10 of those that werae employed d
at any given date. So' the victory caiae to the German side aftg%
saveral waeeks of fighting in streets. And it is x thia angasealﬁt
this sywbolic engagoment which is now known an the Ua,ruaw ghet&

Lattle., On the Jewish side of course, the calualties were much

H
higher. Theras are. certain slements to be atudied .in connectiong-f o

with tho Jewish organisation for battle. The'moat ¢ongpicuous ﬂﬂf
of the being the fact, that the Jews were organized along pbli{”‘
tick:l party lines, that even in this final hour, they did m)‘l:""‘;E

Joos their identitya as wembers of a particular movement, whetéir

it were the Re evigionists, the Bundists. the Communists or whatisb

T Gx NaShomer Nalair.

Be. 7r PaShoner MMaZi“r. So they were fighting at piatoons of

relitical parties, whicl o a rather strange manifestation of

zetivity but whiich wnder the circunistances is explainable, be-

cause vpolitical rarties had in reace time lLiging the Primary way
iv. whiZeh Jews orpanired themselves for- rolitical action. And in
the rduratigstic rolisgh State, they tried to field the candiJdate

tior ¢ffice hoth "ccally and nationally. So, here is a manifes-

tatdon, a leftover to hte understocd only in the context of thre

tot?sl Mistory of the Jewish Cormunity, but ..

. F .
e BDut I rean, if we cowmpare.. ny question was thig:

=
s ]
2
L]
(28
b
‘%

E[SHW TYRIOWHA LSNVDOTOH 'S'(1 HHL .LI

“o prit togother the cuotetion ofghéhhdblum about the mute heroi<m

of upriasing, one can sa
of the comeor Jew and the Warsaw/battle

SHAIHDUV Tk
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that the upsising took place because they couldn't.. fmit fool E
) - S
themselves any more. w
Q
Eg.
fle. Abgolutely, because Kingelblum writes in Jume 1942, and it. &
y _ v il T
was hard enough for Ringelblum to fool himself as he makes quitds
=

clear. now after the deportations had taken prlace, Aft§r Sdpﬂqmq=p

1442 31 was hardly possible for anybody to fool himloif, althou

sowe still did. And this I think there is a world of difference =

——

: ot
between June and the end of 1942, let alone the spring of 194s, @
e e e Ko i R " ¥

Qu. This meens, at this time they knew what was at stake..

e. At this time..

JUue oo was the destruction of the entire peopla.
P P

A (0N, o i AT g SR i N T e et e

‘SN HHL 40 SONIA'TOH

He., OFf the Pntire people. They could not have any hope for sur-
e e

B e e § A

g T

vival. ﬁhey cou]d not even trust production to save them. The
B

fact is, even that -~ a Czerniakow was still capable of writigg
"a sawéng machine c¢an save a life", but these people now knew

that not even a sawing machine could save their life, and from
W—.n
that standpoint, they organized thomselves for battle. This is

g A I o N DAL 41
e i

the only cause 1e1t it's understood and understandable ad an

evolution, but it was such a rapid evelution that we may justify

IHOW?’IW%SHV?Q’I.QH

to call it a revolution ia Jewish life, because once ~again, Jews

were Tighting with weapons in hand, conspicuously, vi-ibly. wate

by the entire werld. And they had not done that for quite some

time in quite that wmanmier. Therefors, one justifiably mxpoints
SR T ,

JE

tg_fﬁf_ﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬂ—3h313&~hg3}}gwgn a pivotal development of Jewish

SHATHOYV WNASAN 51V
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e e e A A ———
. v
' 1

iilatory.
A

. Ag whkt?

Re. A pivotal development of Jewish History.

Gu. 'ivotal?

) - Re. Yeah, pivotal. A developument that has had a profound ine
Lo : it's :
P filuence on Israel for example and its own stands in/interna-

tional relations.

Wue You think that it was a kind of recuveration of violence,

SONIATOH-H

farxpxpupis ol the viclence by the Jows themselves?

keo I thinlt that when we talk of normalization of Jewish lif;
ana wihen we tailk of an integration of Jewish life intc the

i ] Teuully o1 batiens, what comoes wvith it, whether one wighes it
or uot iy Quite simply thé organigsation of Jews Iinto Arwiles
and her yighting wans like everybody else is, or so long as
everybody clse dues. And this begins in Apxril 1943, it begins

thora, iu Wardaw.

=
=
=
c
2
5
=
)
Q
>
c
n
-
=
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2
=
o
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=
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e And suchh a .. 8uch an idsa of resistance, of fighting newv

occurred in the mind of a man like Czerniakow?
ite. lo.

wue Xt was wathiakable for him?

/ e - .
ke, It was unthinkable thatiin this entire ddary,.which is
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efter all guite long, therc is hardly the vaguest reference to !

oudmd

reclstance. One would have to read inte the arreat of certain

receple who had been rutlishing certain pamphlets an awarencs
b¥ Czoew

rilalow of something going on., It ig as thoughtheAwas not

even aware ci anyone slsc doing something in that ébnnection.

let along him doing it, Tkcre is no digect spoken, written word

that one can point to, Tt was out of dodbts. 1t w&q completely

out of his wind.

DV, And

'1s wag of acting in order to allsviate thq situation.

-

- The w'liaviion.., the alleviation attempt...

i
i

!

M. .. was vhat? Tt was the classical Jewish way?

Y. UL was quite fax classical, It is..

‘n am A0 SONIGTOH THL WO¥A a:»[:)nq

it is intercession, you »;

gaee, Tn goyr .l times, cach Jew seites his own appeal, each Jew um

walies bly cwa netitdian. Tt any tiz, when a ghatto 1ia formed

the Council ta%ey over the netitioning, that's the mzaning in

Tawish terws af a Couneil haviang hesn formed., The Coancil neti-

tisus iu heha'lf o the Commuaity, and the Chairman of the Connei

mmsay:)om I

1s the chiaf natitioner. And it s this role that Czaerniakows

Plaras to tha H-th legree, hecnuss he petitions almost every

Ay far sonethiny or other.

TIOWY

KRNASOI TV

. To the ‘Germans?

Ae. To the Cevmans. And his 13 not.., Lis is not an attempt to sav

the Jowish veople as a whele, rather he devulgues every day effor

to save specific Jewish people.

SHAIHOYUY
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{u. Aha.

lle. And this is entirely within the Jovinh tradition.,and t

%}V‘\yx/ he does to. thc end.

BGBINE 411, nlan muet, Burlingtom %5.

HILUBRG :ﬁ -~ M, Hilberg travers le campul;

HILRERG zz

HILAERG %8 - plan muet

HILBERG 39 ~ plan muet, dout le son seul se trouve sur la

cassette 22, face B.

LBURLINGTONZ NTLGERG 4%

SONIQ'TOH THL WOdA aIdNACHITd

i {ue When the time came for Adam Czerniakow to take on his owes

o1 his own shoulders the resyonaibility of the deportation, ?ﬂiﬁ“

means to execute the Germanm orders, well, he simply chose tm
die. lle committed suicide. We mk know that there are other 1@-;
ders of the Jewish Councils who complied and we can say t:hmtglJ |
all of them did so, because they hoped to save at least a pag
of the poejile. But this was obviously an agonizing choice foo
all of them, becauss as a matter of fact they had to choose yd
. : . to decide who among the remnants of the Jewish Community woul%
live, and who would die. I think that we will never be able g

docide. and we cannot judge what was the right way, and what

was the wrong way.

would
Re. If one wemild to have assumed to begin with that the obje

of German measures is the tétal extermination of the Jewish

smAI“ﬂvmowa

reople, 1ts total aunibilation, than any partticipation in th3l
making of lists or in the preparation of transports is 1ndoedg ‘
parxdticipation in that process. That is how we indeed look a

SAATHDUV
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e o,

the event now in that respect, At the time, of course, the céunci

wWere engaged in hope. Each ore had its own reasons

for hope, but

all of them put togethor were still trying to Jook for a way to

save people that they Presumed might survive this Process. And

80 whenever a li-t is beimg mado up, whenesver a quoéa WAS placed

before them, they would banically apg;bl
individuals,

arpealing omnly for certai

or categories of individuals, in a bope that thoreby

they were saving lifes. There is of eourse a banal compardson thnt

one can make, it's the halr empty glass and the half full gtass.

Itia exactly the same. For them, a ghetto that wan halr emptied,

wvas &till half full, That is how they looked at it. Czerniakow

is rare, he ig almost unique in that he did not fool himaself. le

did not say, well, I still have 4C0 000 People, I still have

300G GO0 people I atill have 220G 000 People., He did not say that

with 1000 I save 10 000 and that with 10 000 T sava 100000, le

did nomt... he did not know that fermular. That ias his great me-

rit.

H ‘SN HHL § jO‘SSN‘I([”IOHﬂ :

SE[AIHZ)HV WNISNIA TYIIOWAIA ISAvVD0o10

Qu. This was a formular of Rumkowsli .

a
Re. This wasg a Formular of ;1number of leaders of Jewish Communitio

In ¢land and even outside of f'oland,

and it was a formular for

desastar. It saved very fow, if any, of the victims.

Que. Yes. Aud whiat do you think about the ,. the

a
who organized Xxkm transports, and

leaders of the
hungarian Jewlish Coumunity,

the tmew, almost for sure, that the People of thias transport

would be saved, would be rescued, and they were in fact. And

they chose « saumple of the Jewish Coummunity, They chose their

they chose the rich, the people who were able to
pay, they chose some intellectuals,

own fanily,

some artists. some very famous
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as ax staff managed to put together a transport....
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rabbis. the kind of Arche of Noah,

it's not my., ¥ don't ‘invagt

1

a qﬁ{-:m_a(_m

the exprassion, but it waa used by them, Thcy think th.y wou
be able to start again the l11ife of tho J.wilh People trou

this.. root of thi. remnant, as you wish..

Re. In Hungary, there were actually two bodies of loador- t4g~

regular Jewish Council in Budapelt. and the Rescue Comuittooﬁg

These were two seperate bodios. tho rescue Comittoe having bq!Q.,

TR T — .

formod in actual fact before the arrival of the Gerwmans 1n
Marech 19, 1944,

HE[

I think that the dominant thinking within thoof
Rescue Committee was, that 1t would be hardly possible to -upEZ'
Pose that the Jewish reople inside Hungary could not now be

aware of what was install for them. Everywhere else, Jewry

had disappeared, In Germany, in Poland to the North, in Tche~

coslovakia, all around, wherever they locked., This was an is-

land. %8 in 1944, containing three quarters of a million Jews

the largest remaining Jewish Community of Europe. The Russian

were not too far from the frontiers of Hungary itself, and

now the was placed on sheer time. sheer delay, Anythin

that would work was tried, but the only thing that was fea~

2ibl: was nkgotiation. By mobilizing certain resources for

German neads,/én ignorance of the Hungarfan Government, they

OWAN ISNVOOTOH 'S dH

BOBINE 412
—————— ks

Jurlington, Hilberg 44 !

Re. One should point out, that, whereas in Poland and in other

parts of Europe the basic assumption of the Jewish Communitiol

STATHOUV WNASOIN
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wag, that there was a chance for Jowry to be lavod and that there- '

fore they were delivering soma Jews to their deaths 1n a hope or

thereby roncuing the ramaindd up. Kazstner and his aulociato- was.
f operating within the Vaad flatzala, within the Ro-oug,committbo
| | of Hungary, on exactly the opposite promise. He really !il.ill“~
ming that Jewry in Hungary was doomed. and that only by saving

some of them could one thereby achieve anything et 911.

tu. You really think so?

ites I really think that he thougth that Jewry was doomed. He says

that within llungary, withim Budapest the Rescue Committee knew,

and had known for a long time all about Auschwitz. They knew

what Auschwits was. They-éon]d net misteke it. They could not,

f once the Germans walked into Hungary, that day, March of 19, 1944,
.

they could not rossibly mistuke that development. And that is

the reascn, that alpost immodiately they began to think in terms

oY rssculng sowe parts of Jewry. if not all of it, from what

they assumed to be the certain death of the Hungarian Jews. And

in this their prewise, their basic assumption was the exact op~

STAIHOUY NAASNN TVIIOIWAIA LSAVDOTOH 'Sl dHL JO SDNIG’IOH‘&_HLW@H&‘&E[‘S&&O |

posite of what it had been of the Jewish Communities and Jewish

Councils in so many parts of "oland or Germany or Holland or

: other areas of Serman dominated Europe. And yet both, the Jewish
|

Councile who made up lists, made thew up i1in Bexrlin, made them

up in Frankfurt,

made them up in Slovaquia, putting together the

| vicxims a thousand at a time, and kasztnor. who mado_up his list

F’s

of 1700 to be saved, both were playing God.

Yu. Yes, but .. what do you think of the .., of the people of the

uvrecisely ﬁungarian Jews who were shipped to Auschwitz, which




|
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WA TN }

means that they were not indluded in the Ka-zﬁnor 1i;t'6f peo .;
to be saved, and these people survived Aulqhwitz by chance. é;
They say that the.. if they had known, if Ksztner and the othé}
leaders of the rescue committee would have come into the Hunsi%
rian ghettos andif they had told thcm what was Aulchwitz. An#%
don't go there, maybe 400 000 Hungarian Jews wouldn't huve bo
gassed in Auschwitz. Because they could have tried to ascape.

At least, there would not have been such an amount of victiml

It's what they say, and I think it's a very .tron; argument,

a very strong poiﬁt.

Re. Whemever there
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NIC'TOH E[HL wo&ﬂaﬂ

in discussions with German officers, not only in Hungary, butG3
clsewhere, there was an element of knowing, which was impartot:

by the Germans to the Jews and which was not passed on to the

Ld
W

Community at large. Now all kinds of reasons would be given; ::‘
not only by Kasztner who was operating autside really the fr4301
work of the Jewish Council in Hungary, but also by the Councils
themselves, for not informing the viectims, for not warning
the victime, for nét telling & the victims to stay home becau

of what the Couneil itselt might have suspected or even known

Va&nog s

All maxkxmf sorts of reasons intended for nét informing the
victims. The greater chaos that would insue. The less gentle
means that would be employed by the SS units in rounding up
the victims. The suffering of the victims knowing kX now that

they would die, and yet incapable of fleaing, because the ghe

TYINMOWIN LSN

was surrounded, or bedause something else was happening to
prevent the effectively to obpono the e S50 there is in .
that sense you see within Jewish leadership generally a feelin

that to have informed the victims croslly of vhntevot those

SHATHOYUYV WSO
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in the Councile who hLad access to information had learnad, wou

ol

create if ret chaos, then séme freat amount of suffering which

ut loast could he avoided. Thexre is in this, you see, a notion

aoidd

almost akin to euthansia, of of a painless, if not 6xact1y bea

L
tiful death. There ia a sense of spearing people knowlo@ge. be~

daJn

cause kriowledge equals suffering, It did not view knowledge as
a toel to be ugsed, they viewed it as a cause of suffering, and
thot's why they witheld the information. Now, here I only try

to understand from the writings left behing. from the diaries

THL WOA

and the reports and the testimonies of these reople, what it 1.iﬁ§
that they were thinking. Now, what they were saying, you see,
in so mary dJdifferent contexts. in these different testimonies

and memoires, was the same. They were going to spare the Jews

meyre suffering;"and therefore they did not inform.

Qu. Well, I think that what you %% say is very.. very important

N'THL 40 SONIATO

I am absolutely prepared to admié that there is a .. something (ﬁ?

absolutely abascene in this kind of discussion 80 many years latéz

and without having been personally involved in this. As I saidqg,

2010

I would never dare to Judge, but wex are oblidged to.. to go

on with this question. And these survivors of Auschwitz, lungari

Jews who survived as I said by chance Auschwitz, say, 1if we woul

have been warned, the Slovakian border was open, it was not so

much guarded, at least we would have attempt something. If the

leaders would have told us,Auschwitz means sure death with gassi :

we would have maybe been able to do something, And I understand
very well what you say, and yog say that Kesziner and these .

people wanted to avoid the suffering, because knowledge is suf-
fering. And this other point which is very strong too, that for

Fasstner Jewry was doomed. This is probably the reason uhy he

SHATHOYY WAISAN TVRHOWAN 4.5V
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wanted to save this arch of Noah. But I thought wugsell that he

couldu 't warn the people, has own people pPrecisoly bmcause he

o¥dTd

wauted to save them. Put I thought that he wanted to ihve a bis:,{,»
part of thente In the negotiation with. Eighmann, and ha was nego%%
tiating in order to save the Jewu. and because he wan nogotiattég.
he couln't tallk to the Jews hecause the nogotiutiop would havo,v

failed iowmediately.

Re. Now. you see, that.. that comes through in thilvpgrticular

cuge, not in Kasztner's own report - you have to read Eichmann.

And when Eichmann talks about also the same negotiations, it

becomes clear that 4t i a burgain, and that in the Zmxm turn

for 1700 Jews being saved initially, 18 GO0, as many as 18 COC

‘ater. In roeturn fur that. Kasztuer is supposed not to say a

B

HL A0 SONIA'TOH THL WOUA

wori as he tours llungary, as he speaks to various councils and

variocus personalities. Kasztner was to keer his mouth shut about

nA

what be knows, or suaslects. ov feels it truth. That's the bargai&lf
“nt you sew, for Laswtnor, this was essentially a matter of

traxtimizing wnder these gruesome circumstances the chance of mes

JOTOH*

many pvenple aa posgible. Ve after all was nagotiating not for
cnly 1700 of even for 1f 000, his ambition, especidlly after
the Cermans found themselves amenahble of striking some kind

of a hargain, was to save a large part of the lungarian Jews.
Fever, never all of them, becuise of that.. it was too late for
that and the procaess waas too quick, but.he was after all engaged E
in those negotiations in which trucks wére mentionned as a means |
to really save a very large nﬁmber of the victims. And had he
at the samo time called upon the victims to resist in the ghetto
or to flee, well, then there would be no barsa;n. vﬁuld there be

and thman the entire strategy

SHATHOAV WNASON ’IVIHOWE[W .LS[IY

|



e Sreameravy

- HILBERG 145

g

would be one dommed by the negotiator himself. He made his de-

cision, he stuck to his decision, win or loose. He made decisions

T under gonditiona of enomrmous uncertainty. That m is scmething
that true leaders well appreciatdd and arq_tamiliur wifh. The
fact that his success is really extremely small should . not de-

. tract us from realizing that the ambition was ﬁuph greater,

Qu, But you seem to have a real admiration fxor him? You seem

to 1ike hiwm. And what do you think of the judgement, because
there was a tr#al of Kasztner in Israel, and the sentence which
was passed. I mean, the attendu of the sentencs mf was that he

sold his soul to the devil.

Re. Let me say, in admitting that I have some sympathy for the
: owe
P man, firat T Wi to him a great deal of insidkt in the process

of destruction, it is from his insight that I gathered my ovn//

sbout what transpired.

BOBINE 41%, SON SEUL 045, enregistré sur la cassette 22, face I

Ass. Burlinton, Hilberg 45

Re. Above all, however, I can admire Kasztner in a way I also
have feelings for Czerniakow, the Chatrman of the Jewish Council
in the Warsaw ghotto. or Mordechai Anielewicz, the leader of

the Jewish rebellion in the ghetto, because all thres share

one characteristic: they saw events as thay actually transpired,
they did not substitute illusions for reality. They all died,
each in a different way. For Czerniakow the onl& out was the

suicide. For Mordechal Anielewicz, it was fighting witp gun in
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baud. And Kagztner was also to pay with hig life sventually

Tor what he had done, castisgted by his own peoplae, But in any

case, there is no question,

that what I look for in my own per-

sonal appraisal of the participants of the Process, 1n the pro-

cess, Jews who were caught in 1t is clearsightedness. Now, thar

are reasons why people knew. Obviously, after the major depor-~

tations in the summer of 1942, people would know in Hnr-aw what

was in store for the rest of the Community, And after that re-~

bellion, k haw could anyone have major doubts about what was

to happen elsewhere in Europe. Kasztner in particular was a

person who had gathered reports in 1941, in 1942, in 1 943,

lungary was the Place to which refugees cauo.APirlt from Poland

then from Siovakia, then frouw yet other places. Reports were

multipliwing and were sent on to the outside world. Here was

a collection agency for information. He.. he did not of course

have evefy detail, but he knew waht Auschwitz was. He was in

no doubt about it. And knowing what knew, he drew the correct

conclusions, which is that the Hungarian Jews would not be

spared. Theme would be no exception made for theni. Of course

we are talking now about 1944, and by then a lot or information

had been flowing in. He i3 in a better position to appreciate

what had happened then these who had to make these kinds of

decisions two Yesars earlier.

Qu. But the.. the..

Re. Even so, you wust grant that there were other people in

Uungary, there were members of tho Jewish Council in Hungnry.

there waore prominent Jewsa in Hungary, there werse simple people

. ' v aoyddya
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iu Hungary who did not think that just because the raest of Euro-
bean Jewry bhad already disappeardd that inevitably Hungarian

Jews would follow and also march into the gas chambers. So he

does demerve a credit for making a prediction that was true.
For it isn‘t enoughk to know. One musat also conclude fyom the

knowlegde what is mout likely going to happen. He did.

Qu. Yes, he did it., He did it and he choose whom he would gave.

lie. ¥ lle chose whom he would save because he did not really think

| that he could save the entire population. And he chose whom

he would save because he had to make these decisions wery quickly.
i lie was, withouti doubt, tilted in psocess. hw titted in the very

fist transport the rescue of 1600 of 170C people in such a way

that an undue proportion of them came from his home town, from
Cluj, and for that he has not been forgiven. Furthermore, he

macde no bounds about it he did not lie about it, he says so

'S"N FHL JO SONIA'TOH FHL WO¥A AA0AdOd T

in his keport. And noone schooled in any theory of ethics can
possibly load him for duing that. But he also states, and I
think it is important to repeat, that while it would have been
tempting to make that firat transport one exclusively of chil-
dren, that was not feasibly, because then the Hungarian autho-~
rities wauld have become very suspicious, and the Hungarian
authorities would have stepped in, and then the negotiations
would have collapsed. So from Bhis standpoint, it had to be

a stratified.. a stratified transport, it had to include all
kinds of people. In this group were of course orthodox Jews.
In it were Jews from Cluj and in it were Jews who were paying

|

J

I

; money to be on a trasnport. That's corruption. By any definition.
; But from that we should not conclude.  that he aould simply have

SE[AIH:)&V INNASAIN TVRIOWHN LSAVOOTOH
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made u positiv chobee of the most.. well the moet innocgent, or-thg

youngest, or the weskest. He could not have done that either,

Mis Do y ou think that Czermiakow would have behaved ;Like him?

Re. MNo. Cxerniakow was trying in his wown way, because. % as we

know, in the last hours of his life, on }heory last day of his
life he was still petitioning petitioning for exenmptions, members i,
of the Community or members of the organizations

operating within the Community. Jewish Self Help. And he was
above all petitioning as we know for the children. But he mamft
couldn't play that game. He could not persist, ile cauld net con-
tinua. That why he didd right after the deportatbns began., Dif~

ferent person. Different personality.,

“Us Yes. Coupe.

"N THL JO SONIATOH HH.L

Ass. Burlington, Hilberg 47,

Re. If we look at the entire institution of Jewish Councils, Juden~
rite, all over‘Evrope, we do have to focus some intention on the
first one, which was in Germany itself. Long before there was a
decree instituted in 1939, persumed fﬁx!héfi thm Jews so defined
by the German law had to»hiong to a single Jewish organization
whicl would henceforth be. responsable for the exescuticn of vakous
directive, before that happened, as a matter of fact six years
before it happened, almoest 1mmediatly after the assumption of
power by Adolf Hitler, the Jews tﬁbmlglvol organired a national
organization, eine Relchavertretugg, which specifically means

an organization which would represent the Jews of Germany, uh;th
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the view to conducting an open, an honmest debate with the new

regime, prasumably about Jewish rights and Jewish hopes«in the

Nnew ara. Now, this is the very organization that later on of

‘ course la taken overxr by the Interior MiniltryAnnd_which becomes

i a tool for properfy adninigtration, deportations and all kinds
!

H ‘ of measures..

; Ques Excuse me, excuse me,
‘ . ;

you wean that tho Jews themselves in

193% disgbanded voluntarily all their

orgqnizationl..

T

|

|

f Re. o, they did not in 1935 disband any organizations. They did
|

! however create a new one. They created a national organizations,

o1¢ which was going to repragent the Jewish Communities of Ger-

PR

hy in dabate with whatever ahthorities would be willing to

ensaga §3ebate with them, in there were no such authorities.

tut the Jewish expectation was that out of the diversity of Jewish

organizations and agencies, that exigted up to that moment, there

! was going to be one centralized bosty, une which would represent

the Jewish Communities, the Reichuvertretumg..

4ue Built on the model of the unique pariy. There was in Gerugny

a unigque political Party, ma the nazi party, very quickly. And

theya.

y Rge. %Well, there was.., I say centralization, I do not wish to im-

rly by that that there was an imitation of the nawmi party in any

sense whatsowver,

fus I think this myself.
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Re. SBut it was elear to the Jeyi.h leaderghip that inasmuch as

tiiere was now within Germany one block, 4f not yot one single

Dewegung,

or movement, with which they = wuuld have to deal. Tha

they in turn Lad to have one body speaking through-onq volce in

s
80 fax as there was agreement. Anhd thereby engaging with this

new antity, with this new plienomenon in an open debate, as they

saw it. So they saw it as a nesessity. They gould net approach.

this single body through a variety of voices and aspecial phea-
ders. They were going to have cue viewpoint, they were going

to Lave one reprosentation.

e Yes.

nee. And they called it Reichsvertretung. Strictly speaking, a
rejresentation m for the entire Reich of the Jews who resided

there.

Qe And how thig Reichsvertretung becaume later on let's say

a tool in the machinery of destruction?

He. It became a tool by decrses signed on.. on July 4, 19359, ra-

ther late, I mean, six years latar. An Interior Ministry measure

which was gigned by Frick and by Hess and by thae Education Minise

ter Lagt, Linister Tox Church Affairs, one of the laast he signed,

nerr, And in that decree the name of the Rcichlvertrotung was
changed to Reichavoreinigung. And now yx of course..

’

‘e Which means exagtly?

Re. Reich asgociation, or something. And now of courme the various

‘ | oy
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Comuunity orgeunizations becuws bLrauchus of this Reichsvereinigung,
they now 1ozt their authmowocus character, they were going to recei

direetlvas from ths Jowish Reiechasvereinigung in Deriin.

D hh

Ass. Burlingtua, !ilberg 47

A AIDNAOUITHE

Ru. The gensral tendancy today is to try to exhonerate Germany notCD

of & collectiv guilt, but of an historical responsibility, and to

LW

try to convince the people that the Holocuast was a act of a h-nd-m

ful of people and not of the whole, not of the German statem mf
; asg a whole. I would like you to hedp us to understand Wwow the
destruction procuss could only be ascomplislied om the basis of
a generazl c¢onsensus of the Germwan nation. Bacause the annihilation

i or &ix wmillion Jews was a very complicatad task which created

¥

nust.eroug problems, huge problems to the perpatrators.

Re. cthing is as saliant and immediately obvicous about the pro-

cose of destruction itself and the immense complexity that is

iuvelved in rooting out en entire people which as of 1932 1ig ful-
ly integrated in society amnd tem years later dies in gas chambers.
tne cannot begin to imuagine until une sees the actual documentsv
in curvespondaunce at hand. How many steps had to bLe taken by how
meny peol’le these steps had to be plauned, and what scrt of ex-

porteese and what Lhiund of syecializations were called upon to

- solve the innumerable problems from defkbitions and expopriations

and concentration wmeasures and the deportations and the final

construction of gas chaunbres. One cannot iunagine the proces withou
I

the participation of lawyers and of diplomates of accountans and

A
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they now lost their authnouwous character, they were going to roceﬁg
directives from the Jewish Reiehavereinig hgé
]
S
BOBINE 414
Suoabn ala G
0
=
" Ass. Burlington, NHilberg 47 :

Ru. The general tendency today is t, try to exhonerate Germany not®

of a collectiv guilt, but of an historical responsibility, and to

L INO

try to convince the people that fhe Holocuast was a act of a hand::.

ful of people and not of the whole, not of the German statem me
as a whole. I would like you to hedp us to understand Wow the

destruction procuss could on¥y be accomplighed om the basis of
a general consensus of the (German nation. Because the anntihilatio
01 8ix willion Jews was & yery cowplicated task which created

nusierous problems, huge probiems to the perpetrators.

Re. Nothing is as saliafnt and ilumediately obvious about the pro-
cens of destruction itgelf and tle immeuse comploxity that 1is
invelved in rooting out en entire people whichvaa of 1932 isg ful-~
ly integrated in society and ten years later dies in gas chambers
One cannot begin to/imumagine until one sees the actual documents
in correspondance gt hand. How many steps had to be taken by how
meny peopble these jsteps had to be planned, and what sort of ex-
rerteese and what/ kind of apecializations were called upon to
solve the innumerable problems from defdfiitions and oxptopriution
and concentration measures and the deportations and the final
congtiraction of/gas éhambrea. One cunnot iuagine the proces witho

the pavrticipation of lawyers ané of diplom;t.a of acoountans and

STATHOYUV NNESA
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variocus techniciens of the engineering sense and the
enginesring branches. One cannot imagine it without
clerks., One cannot imagine it without the all ever
Present sgstem of racord; and paper -- tons of paper.
And the reascn iu that we live in a bureaucratic soclety
and thus the destruction of the Jews necensarilx also
had to be bureaucratic. It involved the civil servants,
the military, industry and the Party and it could not
have been brought off by a single group of 1dedlogica11y
convinced Nagis or of a singlely mobilized forae like the
S55. It required forced implementation of the talents

of all of these people. In fact, nothing is ultimately

80 bizarre about the destruction of the Jews as the fact
that looking at it in its small components we see very
mundane, ordinary day-by-day activities and procedurses.
The land on which & death camp is to be built has to be
condemned and the condemnation proceedings are much in the
way one would acquire land for any other publioc purpose.

The trains that carried the victims to the gas chambers

must be paid for. Wherever one turns, there is the regular

procedure of ordinary bureaucrats emplo; ed for irregular
and extraordinary events. That is what is the basic
characteristic of this process. We see juxtapost every
day and in every office. The ordinary bureaucrat utilizing
the traditions, the khowhow and the procedures to which he
has been accustomed and whiech will immediately be familiar
to all of his colleagues to accomplish unh;ard of things.,
He is capable of m:bilizing this bureaucratic exerciass

‘

for this ultra new, at least in a final solution phase,

completely unprecexdented undertaking.
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Qu: Could you state some of the difficulties they
impounded in the affairs. There must have béen a lot of

that -« contraditéions...

Re: Well, I can list the administrative difficulties and

Problems almost randomly. To give an example: The Jews

of Warsaw were deported in the mummer of 1942 - 80 procipit

tously, so fast that the German administration -~ that

is to say the trustorship offices and the .. that managed

the real estatg are saying now who is going to pay the

rents, And the Gmrman city administration is saying

now who is going to pay the electric bills and the gas

bills. And they must deal with this problem, Thep

have to have meetings about it. They have to re-~establish

the eguilibrum which is the budget you see. This is a

small problem resulting from the sudden exodus of %00,000

reople.
Qu: There are no Jews anymore?
Re:

There are no Jews anymore.
Qu: The bills, the bills...

Re: The bills become due, of course. Of course. of

course. And this is Just one small segment in one particul

I'lace which occupies as a problem the people who had to

deal with it, or take the diplomat who had to negotiate

with satellite countries to convince them to implement

anti~Jewish measures much in the way in which the Germans

have implemented these measures. The diplomat i; pres-ﬁring

and trging to induce satellite states to institute legisla~

tion beginning with the defipition of the term Jew.

Qu:  In the way in which the Germans want the term Jew to

be defined.

a
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Re: And of course this requires diplomatic expertisa.
This requires the lawyers who are familiar with the inter-
national law and the inteérnational procadure‘ﬂosqtiating.
And this kind of problem.ulso has to be solved. Or you
might take as yet another example thevhale question of tﬁ.

cost, not that the cost was ‘so great but ltill;,thc cost

aiIonNaoddad

of the materials that had to be used for the construction i
of a concentration camp, of a death camp. 9r the corresponpnc
in this connection betwesn Speer, the Minister for Armaments

and P + who was of course in charge of all the con-

THISN

centration camps in Germang. Speer, after looking at one :ﬂ ;
concentration camps, said vou are proceeding foo extravagangagi
You are using too many materialls. And poor says ‘
answer: (In German) And he says what does he want? Ddesn'ig :

he realige that by his insistence upon primitive constructill

the death rate, which is already indescrible, will be

higher still. An administrative problem. And it comes
from a wan who is in charge Reichsbahn. who is in charge
of the mobilization of Germany for the war and insisted
to the ss that you are usingtoo many materials. You are

S aalive
not being frugal enough in the construction of these camps

30 many of these problems occur again and again and they
are only administrative. Mind you, the principal problems
were psychological. The principai difficultiéi were in
the psyche domain. They aléo had to be dealt with, Morale
and guestions of morality. discipline, corruption the

had's conscience, and they too mequired expertise. They
too gequired solutions. Thus, weé see that there is hardly

‘
a segment of the German administrative structure which
at one point does not make it's appropriate contribution

to the final result. And it matters not whether youfgre

looking in places as remote as the churches or in those

SHAIHOAV NAASAN TVIHOWANW LSNVOO'TOH "S'N HHL A
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bodies where iou expect extreme mction to be talten in the

police or in the %5. Or in anybody in between.

L g

Everyone
P at some point is called upon to do something. And the critical
‘ factor of tus deutruction‘of the Jews 1is that everybody did

his part at the right time.

i : Qu: ZTes. Could ¥ou, could you gire some real examples of

this, of the involvement? ’

Re: The involvement in the destruction process follows

the process iteslf. A4 destruction pProcess has mn inherit
pattern. Before people can be gassed in the gas chawmber,

they have to be concentrated so that they may be selged

for deportation. And before they are concontratqd one has

to define who the Jews are. who the victims are.

Qu: Could we talk about the Folands as

vhere—did-they Ffimigh?

they in turn,

Re: WR1l, you take the definition as one of the earliest

problems which faced the bureaucracy in the Interior

Ministry.

: Re: It is an absolute key problem because it ia the first

key step. And it is when the Interior Ministry decided

that a Jew is HE who has two Jewish grandparents by religion

and who himself belongs to the Jewish religion or else

| at the moment is married to a Jewish person. Or any persor
b

who has three Jewilsh grandrarents, regardless of his own

religion: or four Jewish grandparents, again no matter

what his religion. When they write the definition in this
’ "
way. they have solved a key problem.
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SOBINE B15 vl by iyl ne
Re: The definition of the Jews is a real breakthrough

in that it seta up an automatic procedure attracting the

victims. It's g bureaucratic and administrative so;ution.

It makes possible the automatic sorting of the victims and .
therefore it prepares the way for aubsequent ac$ionl. But
even here we see an administrative apparatus required to

deal with the on-~going prbblems that this partiéﬁlnr

definition has generated. l'eople have to find oﬁt'who

their ancestors were. A new profession is created,

- They have to look for records in the various

offices, registration offices, and baptismal certificates...

Qu: What is this exactly for?

Re: These are pPeople who have to find out who their

Parents were, or who the grandparents were, or perhaps

even the great grandparents were in order to answer the

basic question -- "How many of ¥our ancestors were Arian?

How many of your ancestors did not belong to the Jewish

religion?" And after all for important promotions and

important jobs proof that one was not Jewish was essentip:’

So an entire profession is being created as a consequence

of this definition. Furthermore, the courts are being given

a certain amount of business. The definition says that

a half-Jew is to be counted as a Jew if on the dateof

the issuance of the measure he belonged to the Jewigh

religion. But what exactly does belonging to the religion

mean? Is a young woman whose father 1is Jewtsh
4

Gu: Mother?

Re: Mother. Whose father is Jewish and who, therefore,

under the Jewish definition would not belong to the Jewish

religion + but who would have aaanmmnantar ...

HL NOY¥A adDNdoddad
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father to the synagogue every Sunday. Would such a
young woman be considered Jewish? Reichsvereinigung
decides that she 1s. She goés to court and wins. The
court agrees with her. She is not Jewish because she
went to e synagogue to please her father not because
she wanted to belong to the Jewish religion. Aicourt
action has been generated he;e. But even mor§ important
in this consequences is the probem of tﬁat to do ‘with
those people who aré decidedly and definitely not Jewish
but, who are by the same token, not éne hunerd'porcant
German either. These are the people who have one grand;

parent who is Jewish, a so-called of the second

degree, or people who have two Jewiah grandparents but
who do not belong to the Jewish religion and who are not
married to any Jewish person on that crucial date, which
is of ceurse the cut-off date. So these are now
of the first degree. German bureaucrats keep asking
into 1942, into 1943, who can the solution of the Jewish
Ao S
problem be really final. If we have a third Rei€h, if
wa who will remain here. And now you see an

endless debate. You see the bureaucrats being troubled

by that guestion to such an extent that if their proportion

of continent of even the most important conference that we

ever held on the subject «f the final solution, namelv

the conference of Jang;rr 29, 1942, ip devoted to the ques:
ot what to do with + Should be deported
of the first degree. Should of

the second degree become Germans? Should mixed marriages
be broken up? And curiousty, these ﬁroblems cannot be
solved. They are 8o intricate. They bring into rlam

the fundamental issus of here is a person with one focot

in & Jewish community and another in a German communi ty

A
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- the problem is not to surrender to the final solution

! that half of the person which is German. And they cannot
i - .
solve the problem. So hers vou see even in tis very
relative simple beginning definilion the consequences extmnd-

lng until the vory end of the war in such a way to engage

the attention of specialists, of courts,. of party officers

. e
debates correspcendence, mestings in a typical fashion,

that is typical of the bureaucracy. Now consider the
definition of a Jewish enterprise. Now this is a corporate

body, a corporate entity. It requires its own definition,

It has to do with who holds the stocks, it has to do with

[ ’ how many Jews are on the board of directors. Very important
questions because if wmething is a Jewish enterprise then it
becomes an object for cowpanies that are interested in it's
acquisition. Again, there is debate. Again. there is the a

question, Sometimes these questions are resolved, sometimes

not. Sowmetimes that enterprise will aimpiy fire one or

another of its managing personnelanmnd become Arian by process
of firing its owner. Sometimes this cannot be done. So

you see here is the Economy Ministry coming tnto the ricture
with its defining powers. Or take the Fimnance Ministry -~
it has to solve the problem of taxation.-~ sgpecial taxes, suchi
as are imposed upon the Jews as a consequence ofthe decrees
of November 1938 which are essentially Property taxes even

though they are called and so on. That

P is to say, an exaction for what the Jews did in November
1938 ¢t one German diplomat in i"aris. The Finance Ministrv

j is very busy trying to devise the fornulas. How do you..

| How do you exact a tax, the finel amount of which is fixed

! at one billion Duetsch marks. How do pou do this?‘ How

do you impose any measure in the form of a tax with the

requirmment that you shall have collected in the end so

much and so mach money?
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Qu: Could we say that these are the bureaucrats who are

not ideologists who throws the contradictionl of the
l1declogigts?

Ne: They are...

u:  They make the breakthrough.

/
Re: Thez make the breakthrough becauss they se¢ the

Problem because they are pragmatic, because they are

goal
directed, because they are rational.
Qu: Because they have time too?
Re: WVell, at the beginning they have more time than at
the end. And at the beginning thep take the time. At the

beginming they make more mistakes. At the beginning, as one

vesearcher called it, it was a twisted road ~-~ there were

turns and other turns. Evanaat the beginning however

I bave the impression of surefootedness, of People knowing

where thev are headed, aven {if not knowing the pPrecise goal,
They have at least a sense of direction.

They don't error

in fawor of the victim at any time, They always resolve

questions in such a way as to make matters worse for the

vietim. They know at least that much. Their problems arise

vhen they have to protect the German nation from the con-

s<duences of an anti-Jewishk action. When they have to worry

about whet is to happen to a German creditor to whom a Jew

owers money and the Jew of course no longer ray because he

has besn expropriated. Ur when they have to Hnnry what

happens to the German relative of somebody who has been

defined as Jewish. Or when they have to worry and get the

information about the labor supply when that labor supply

Laprened to be Jewish and was incarcerated in the ghetto.

So in cevery casmoe the broblem solving is addressed to the

| | WOXA QIINA0UIAY
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consequences of measures being taken which have adver;e
effects for the German war economy or for the German society
and they must protect the economy and they muet protect the
Society aé much as possible. That to the ninth degree.

That completely as much as possible.

@Qu: I agree with every word you said, but it ig very
very difficult to think clearly this bureaucmatic,
administrative procedﬁre because in one way it 1is rerfectl

is
true that it is Germans who say therefa hole who was in-

Yy

volved with the process of the destruction of the Jews;
but in another way one thinks like this one has the feeling
that the machinery is working completely alone...and that

nobody is responsible. You have the two.thingt together,

-

I think they are tsve together... but I think we should go
a little bit further
Re: Well, when you say that it appears as 1f no one is

responsible,

You are touching upon the problem of initiati?e

within the administrative machine. It sounds Atrange

to say but in a democratic country where the president
and legislature and the supreme court each branch checking

the ﬁork of the other, responsilltz can be defined. With th

Nagi Germany on the other hand, we see those four major

hierarchies, those conglomerates if we may call them that -

the civil service, @ﬁL industry and the Party each taking

certain responsibilities of its own, pushing ahead in its

sect. Sometimes agreements have to be made so that one is

not going to get into the way of the other. But it ig

essentially true that the entire sgstem rests upon the

initiatives, most especiall§ of experts -~ people who

recogniyge the problem when it comes up and take timely

action to solve it. And these experts act not because they
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HILBERG 161

have received an order nor even because there is a law

directing them to do certain things, but becéuue'they

recognize that now the time has come to take care of a

particular problem. And 'so they are ready ~- they are

ready when the time cones.

Qu: Even 1f they are not ideologically connected...
. NO.-.
Qu!

Thez don-t need to be members of the thi'Party?

Re:!: No, of course not.

BUBINE 416 T tge chbem% L)
kol D 2 1)

Re: Most certainl, they did not have to belong to the Nazi

I'a

rty and in many cases thev did belong only nominally,

raying their dues but having really riothing to do with the

Party structure as such. The Nazi P

manifestation ofr major organiyged activity on the scene ~-

it was the last of the four major blocks of hierarchists that

came and it found itself with not all that muchto do -- it

delegated itself the task of s & rather vague

term which denoted formulation of the mood, of the

of the people. OFf course there were Party bureaucrats.

Gf course they Preoccuppied themsdlves with such questions

of heredity and the like. But in the end, except within

certain regions and occuppied territdry, Partymen were

left out. The mein task was entrusted to those who were

produecing goods or services, that is to say 1ndu§try and

banks and financial institutions,
’
winisterial bureauvcracy which was familiar with and know-

or to the time-honQred

laedgeable about various problems which had to be so;vod.

Or. of course since it was war to the armed .ervi@et.

And this is where thé action was. Zour larty, to be

arty was the most recant

B
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i
S

sure, tame into the picture because when all is said and
done the S5, in particular, started out as a rarty formation
But even in the S5, the bddgot of the Reich had to be engage

The Party ocould not through dues collected from its members

support such a vast organization. Even here, thiinnnnc.
Ministry, the Interior Ministry, the Armed Forcds became
enmeshed with.dhd amalgamated with the SS. And from that
standpoint, one cannot speak of an ideoclogical &r Pﬁrty

impetus, let alone a party monopoly in any kind of draastic

" action,

Qu: This means that you would say that it was a self-

working machinery?

Re: I would say that inasmuch as we do not find in Nazi

!
i
|
!
? Germany a legislature that made the laws, inasmuch as there

really was no conatitution, the bureaucracy as a whole was
a self-regulating mechanism. When they moved ahead too far

in a particular area of activity they had to come into

'S’ HHL A0 SONIA'TOH THL WOdA @I0NAOdFTd

agreement with others who would hold them back. But other

component in one of these hierarchies, namely

is of course one single company that controlled

up to 80 percent of all production of chemicals, It was

4 ==3
than that, you see, the basic procedure was to forge ahead, g

to make agreements, to set out tasks and to solve problems 8

step by step. ;>:

o

. . 28
Qu: Now can we talk about ;

¢ Toane |

Re: T e~ x4 a typical example of a rather major E:

EE

c

involved in aynthetic rubbef. it was involved in pharmaceutics
als and in film, it was involved in nitrogen-based industries
In short, a very large enterprise with some fifty different

rlantsg, We find . in at leaat three manifestations

SHATHOYY NNAS
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of the destruciion of the Jews. Already early on in the

"
B T —

19%3G's, they are itivolved in Arianizations and the acquisition
of sav the s which was a subgidiary of the

in Vieunna,

Qu: Jawish?

’
Re: Jewish enterprise. Again, when the German armies move

into Poland, pecple survey the Pbli.h chemical
scene. There isn't very much doing there but they are
interested in aéquisitiona of any Jewish firums. More
importantly, is an employer of Jewis# labor., It
i#, after all, the one company that builds its own camp -~
as it were within Auschwitz -- and empleys tens of thousands
of slave laborers in that particular area. And, finnlly,

is in sowe control through a subsidiary of

the production of the synide gas, hydrogen synide, which is

being ussad to kill the Jews in Auschwity. So here you see
a =ingle company which is involved in three different -tages.
with the destruction oY the Jews, which is to say a whole
lot of people, in different aspects of management
in different localities and in different positions. And yet
they also in every case make their contribution to the
final golution in one way or another. Even "
even a company does that. So in this sense, you see, you can
see in individual companies, and you can ses in the military,
and you can see in the ministerial bureaucracy, you can see

centrally and on the local level, the participation of

every office which has soms contribution to make.
Qu: But they have been huge 4n Auschwitz?

Re: It certainly did. It had a rather large operation

within Auschqitz, It employed tens of thousands of slave

SHAIHOAV WAASNI TVIHOIWIN LSAVOOTOH 'S'1 HHL O SONIA'TOH EIH:L—-IA[O}{&»G&QH([OHJEIH
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iaborers, it pald the wages to the S8, it had it's, as so

many companies incidentally in occuppied Europe had their

own, guard forces -- the- s and it was of courase

singularly reaponsible for the deaths of tens of thousands
of people as well, In that...
¢

Qui It was a huge concern, a huge industry concern.

Re: Yes. I would say one reason, yvou see, that is

conspicious is that in the.firnt place it is a very large
enterprise and, secondly, they happen to be in Auasohwitg.
Not every company was in Auschwitz, of coumse. They happsn

to be in Auschwitz. There were any number of companies

that of course emploved. ..

Qu: Wait a minute. They decided to build a factory in

Auschwitz,

Re: They decided to build it because, you see, in Auschwit$

there was a concerted effort by the SS to attract industry
to the area ~- to make use of the heavy inmate population -«
which was not only Jewish -~ so that profit could be made.
The 55 would be paid for each enployed Jew. The Jews weren't
raid actually. And the SS was trying to balance it's books
a little bit by having that industry right there. The SS

elso wanted to aprear as a contributor to the war effort and

becoming the hoat of industry it could do so. Now

o in turn, by sending it's engineers, and
by sending it's personnel and by making it's investment to
Auschwitz, took full advantage of this fact. And may I say
it was in Auschwitz with a plant employing labor, it.was
in Auschwitz with the yharmaceuticals which were used in
medical experiments, and it was in Auschwitz with the gas.

So here is s+ Yyou see, in a rather ubiquitous

SAATHOYY WNASAIN TYRIOWAIN ISNVOOTOH 'S’ AHL 40 SONIC'IOH FHI WO¥A a3DNAoddTd
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NI ¢ You mean?

de: With the hydrogen cyanide which was a special product,

you saa, because it had -~ it wos a solid in cannisters. E
it wuuld be placed into the gas chamber. It would suhlimggs;
It would go from the sclid state to the gaseous stage . E§~
without going through a ligquid state. And thatfras the ga'
special property of this particular gas. And may I say : ;
even this, you see, showz how technology is 1nv§190d in gg
the destruction of the Jews. Not only is the ghlla.spociaIE:
-

product, but the filter that has to be used in the gas maskm. ;

by the person administering the gas has to be a special
filter. In other words, even here you ses the repercussion
for every measure requiring special attention., And, once
again, chemicals are involved., So, we find in whichever
way we examine the situation and whichever vuptago point
we look at it, indeed, a very large organization which,
incidentally, bolsts eminent scientists as well as provideh
managers and financiers and is, therefore, not readily
identified as rift-raft, low class of some sorxt,
involved in this action., And there is a trial on record

ot personnel at Niirnberg, which reflects

NITH {Both spwak at sawme time -- not clear, but followed
by®) They were...the cirectors appointed to lead the

factory in the Auschwitz,..this means...this means that the

FIN LSNVOOTOH 'S'n AHL 40 SONIATOH A

knew that they were using slafe labor,

Re: But of course. Of course. And you see the normal

<5\ i wa ko
s You think everything gbout the exceleration?

NASNN TVIION

et  The normalcy of thease careexrs is, I think, illustrated
when I happen to look up in ' , Which is thﬁ:

Who's tho of Germany, and in the postwar Who's Who the name

SHAIHDYV
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o , who was an farm official in Auschwitsz
in charge of Division AT ~-- the chemiéals.‘ And he is now
written uy in the "Who's Who of Germany today. Ih;the
late 1960's, for example, as & person simply as a Ph;D.,'
he is a scientist, he is a member of the Exocutivc:Comnittoc

s .
and the Board of Directors of

Industry, _ + &nd he ¥as born in 1904, C

he was educated in ) and he has & hobby . hunting.

Qut Hunting?

Re: Hunting. Well, everybody has to have & hobby,
Hans y+ the man is perhaps responsible for the
first anti-Jewis degree has \v\um\(\\&hk‘tk \\')‘)l\.‘nl & hobby an

has a hobby -~ the Talleyrand, music,
golf.

o This is a Whe's Who of today?

Re: VWhy of course it is. And this is..
Qu: And they don't say a word about the...
Re: About Auschwitz?

Qu: Yes.

Re: Well, would you expect them to?

Qu: Well, ...

Re¥ Cf course not. No, I have gone through the ﬁho?n Who
and I am sure this ims a statement that ia easily pursued,

if not with great pleaasure, ‘to find any reference to the war-
time caresrs, There is a gap -~ the familiar saﬁq But I
enphasize this deseription because I want jou'to realtza

how absolutely normal, how absolutely normal this careem

STATHOUV WNASAW TVIIOWAN 1SNV
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R pattern isg, And the fact that at one point betwoan 1945 and

1945 thisg particular individual is in Auschwitz, is treated

no differently than if at one point in his carecer thnt he had

been in Dusseldorf Munheim or some other place.

BOBINE 412

Ass. Durlington, Hilbevrg 54

.. L~ ' .
2" The presence of lg_fibddiA, in Ausohwitz-il an

exanmple of industry involvement in the very center of the

destructive operation. Imn fact, of coursge, the S§ was

attracting industry to it?

& camp in order that it might make ’

a profit from the labos And as early as the beginning of

194}, Otto + who was an official of

was visiting in Auschwitsz and discussing the Problem of

|
!
]

establishing a plant there Finally that Plant was built

and it became so large that one part of Auschwitz became

in essence IG Auschwits. As a matter of fact, there were

two plants. One ws the actinic acid and the other was the

synthetic rubber Plant., Overall operations in the hands

of a man called Durfet.

Now the synthetic rubber plant --

the so-called bunna plant, was in the hands of Dr.

And ths plant itself, the entire investment I should Bay,

way quite large considaring that some 700,000,000 Reichmarks

wers expended in i1t'g construction and operation, The

number of inmates that passed through it were in thae vicinity

_ {, of 35,000. The estimates ars on the rart of those who Ieéﬁ

this enterprise ~- that ap to 25,000 may have died. And

~thiz ix one complex alones. There were also, I might add,

two coal mines bsing operated by ¢ . (5 Y. in the vicinity

which was a favorite way of doing business -- namely having

independent coal minss for the support of industrial operations:

And the death rate 1in the coal mines amongst the Jewish

O 1S OH ‘S0 5L B SONIQTOH A j onqoudzm
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e ntey was extraordinarity high, The lifo oxpectancy
wag extracsdinessily low. JG did add it's go~called bunua
soeur to the Jewlsh diet Tut clearly that bit of soup

dids 't huep aldl that many jeocple alive, We know from
staltements médu by Hess, Commander of Auschwitz, that
relations betwaen the S5 comnmend and the IQ manggement
was rather cordiel. That Hess had invited IG managers
to ais howe, included. And we also know
that the operation lasted long enough for a certain social
bonds to have formed and for knowledge to have to have

sunk in ~- that here was IG inside avefy center of the
Nazi death machine. And they €&d feel sufficiently at home
there to continue and they did feel relations were cordial
enough so that they could speak of the arrangement as havin
paid dividends in a business sense, in a political sense

to their company.

Qu: They kmew of course everything about extermination,

about..,.

Re: They couldn't help knowing it because one inmate even

overheard a visiting team of directors remark about some

slowiess of work and indicated &hat if some of the inmates

would not bLe wrking faster, they could die in the s

chawbers. It would appear that right on the scene even the
woerding i asuch remari:s was muconcealed and open. This
is to say that the visiting team were of pretty high

dignitaries were obviously fully aware of what

was going on.,
Qu: But did thevy see t:?fégéﬁsﬁ?

Re: Well in the affidavit that we have, which was made by o

of the survivors, they simply said -~ one quotej (quoted

in German) and another guote (again in German). And this

'S’ AHL 40 SONINI'TOH THL WOYA (IE[D[I_GOH(IHH

SAATHOUY NFASNN TVIIOIWIN LSNVOOTOH



HILBERG 169

is essentially "if they can't work amy harder, then let

them perxrish in the gas chamber.,"

Qu:  (In Gerimnan)

Re: ' is a Jewish pig -- this J-Qv:_[sh pig ;:ould
work a little harder. Thiu_JGWilh rig could woik é‘littlo.
harder. Now tho sheer tempo and the sheer language which we
see in IG Auschwitz does sugg;at thgt the atmqséhor? énd'
enviromment of the concentration camp IG Au.qhg;tz cbuld
bohave just like the 55 did. And that I think s not,

is not insignificant.

e ]

Qu: Does Eichmawmn in the Who's Who which is published tday
~= the two vears that Etfechmann spent in Auschwiti_ll directo

of the bunna plant simply appear?

Re: Erased.

Qs Erased?

Ret Asg in all the descriptions that form the preparatorious

right for incluasion in the Geruan Who's Who ~~ the time

i
that was spent in the war is just a blank page and simply
omitted. So that presence in Auschwitz is not
mentioned.

Qu: What do you think of German today -~ of the Germany of

today?

Re: Of course the Germany of today has a generation born

after the completion of these events. I suspenttthat perhapa

TVRMOWAIN 1SNVOOTOH

the most important division in Germany is not the division beig
tween Eagt Germany and West hermany, proninent as it is; but

at this moment it is the division between an older generation
and another, which is Jounger, I cﬁnnot imagine full and

free conversation between theme two generations and this

SHAIHOYUYV NNASN
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means people who are in their twenties, who are in their
thirties cannot converse with their own fathér about fome Ek'

the most erucial events that took place in their fathor s x

=)

life, cannot get free and fu}1~110wing information, cannot=

tind out what it is that transpired in the pPsgche ot‘ tho:lr%-
rarents. And this must make for an enormoua guls between ;
two generations -~ cne which makes it Necessary almost forg‘
Germany to live in the present, to be a country without atE
least & recent past where everything is being attempted

to conjure up a more distant past which is belioved to be

NI([’IOH

wmore compatible with the present. There is, in that aenaeg)
& one dimensional Germany. At least, as far as I can seeo 11 i:
my cocasional visits which are limited to my research, Anqg

it is the most prominent feature that I can gee there.

wu: Do they recognize this recent ragt ~- I mean as not

the one as part of their own history?

Re: I think they do because in uy conversatimans with some

new German bureaucrats in their thidies, I have even

encountered thea phenomen& of aomebody introducthg himself

to me by age, making sure that I understood that he was bor

TVRIOIWIN LSAVOOTOH 'S’/ |

in 1938 or that he was not older than 38 years or somothingg

of this kind. And in one particularly sharp discussion

N dasnN

I had with & member of the German Customs Administration an
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with Germany of old, his reply was (In German) "That was

another generation." And one cannot be morae sraphie than

SHAIHO
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About 10 weeks before the deportations began in the Warsaw

'ghetto, German agencies were filming life in the Jewish
‘quarter with a view to propagandising for their own purposes...’

with some description that would not be flatterimgto the Jewis

victims. The Chairman of the Jewish Council in the ghetto,
Adam Czerniakowy recorded this filming in daily entries in his
diary. I shall now read some excerpts from the tfanslation
prepared by Professor Stanislaw Staron from the original

Polish manuscript.

'May 12th 1942. In the morning, at the Community, Avrii (I will

interpolate this as an SS sergeant) arrived with the film makers
and announced that they would shoot a scene at the ritual
baths on Dzielna Street. They need 20 orthodox Jews with
earleccks, and 20 middle-~class women from the higher strata.?
(The higher strata, because of course the lower-class women
would have been so starved as not tb fit the purpose of the
German propagandists.) I go on with the diary: 'In addition,

a demonstration of cifcumcision. This is to be afréﬁ@ed on the
orders of Dr Mile jkowski.'(Dr Milejkowski was in charge of
health services in the ghetto.).JSInce the actor weighs 4.4
pounds, that is to SAy 2 kilograms, there is a danger that he
may not last that long.!

'May 13th 1942. Yesterdaj they were shooting a scene at the

ritual baths. We had to replace the women originally assigned -

l .

' )
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one of them refused to undress. They insisted that fhe
circumcisidn.be performed in a private_apaftment instead of a
hospital._I brought up the matter of the film-making-with
Brandt' (that is SS Untersturmfithrer Brandt%of thevGestapo), o
tand the Commissar.' (That is Heinz Auerswald, in charge of
the ghetto.) 1T posed a questiop to them as to why our schools,
etc. were not being filmed.!

'May 14th 1942. 57°F. In the morning, at the Community.

A children's playground is taking shape in front of the

Community building at Grybowska St., I am pianning several such

playgrounds in different parts of the ghetto. I would like

§°(1 HH.L 40 SONIATOH dHL WO}IJ aadNaoddayd

music once a week at the playground on Gryboﬁska St. At 4‘0'0100.
on my return home I found uniformed film-makers, etc. Romcia

is 111 in bed.' (Romcia is a friend of the family) 'Niunié',(Ms
wife)'as usual of late, is not feeling well. According to the
papers an offensive on Kerch has started. 40 000 Russians were
takeﬁ prisoner.!' (This of course was the German spring offensive
in the Crimea.) , |

‘May 15th 1942. 57°F. In the morning, at the Community.

At 8.30 a.m. I am waiting at home for the film cre;T—I
requested that a couple be engaged to be actors. The movié men
arrived at.8.45 and were shooting until 12,30. They placed

a sign on the dbor with something written on it. 2 women and

a male star were brought to the apartment, then an old Jew.

- SHATHOYUYV WNASNI TVIIOWII 1LSNVD s; OH

They started shooting.

'Tae city is full of rumours about deportation. Tens of thousands
¢
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are being mentioned. Work as usual under such conditions is
indeed WOrthy of.admiration, and yet we ére doing it every
day. Tears will not help us. 1 must repeat Dickens' words once
more: .'You cannot wind your watch with your_tears;l:Haendél,'
(an official of the Jewish labour department) 'turned up aboﬁt
Lejkin's 3=stars.! (Lejkih was placed in charge of the.dewish
police in the ghetto, and 3 stars were next to 4, the highest
rank.) 'The authorities decided to promote him, In the
afternoon the film-makers were busy in the bedroom of
Zabludowski's neighbours'.(Zabludowéki was another Community
official)'They brought with ﬁhem a woman,who was seen applying
lipstick in front of a mirror. They were full of admiration
for a little statuette of Confucius and a piece of sculpture,
‘Motherhood', by oStriega at my - apartment. One of them asked
whether my Watteau on the ﬁall was an original., I repiied that
the original was in the Berlin museum,. and my painting was a
poor copy. ..

'T am seeing Auerswaid tomorrow about sanitation week, the
settling of accoﬁnts with the municipality»and the p05sib1e
taking-over By the Council of the registratibn offizés, which
until now were staffed by Polish functionaries. Tt was Auerwald's
idea that we do the latter. Delingowski, Kulski's deputy,!
(Kulski the Polish mayor of the city).'insists that he.will
not surrender these offices unless he receives such an order
from the Stadthauptmann! (that-is Lelst, the overall commander

of all of ¥Warsaw, and a German). ‘'In the meantime the offices

OH 'S'N HHL A0 SONIA'TOH HHL NOdA aIDNdOodddad
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are closed, since our staff received no §asses.
'During the movie-méking én old Jew with a'vandyke beard was
selzed in the street, He sat in my aparﬁmentﬂfOr.houfs, but
his photographic qualities were not utilised. I can imagine
what happened when:he retuned home and tried to tell his wife
that he had earned nothing, waiting for 3 hours to be a star.
1 wonder whether I will ever meet you, my profgssional colieag
Didn*t we miss our destiny? Anyway, when he happens to watch
a movie some time he will remark sneeringly,"As.though I
couldn't do it myself!. _ |

'May 16th 1942. In the morning, with Auerswald. I reported on
yesterday's developments. In the end I casually mentioned the
Order Service orchestra! (Order Service is the Jewish police)

'and asked permission for it to play out of doors. I would likdﬁ
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'May 19th. In the morning, at the Community.
The film-makers came to a Jewish restaurant. They ordered that
food be served. Chance customers devoured ewrything with an
enormous appetite - several thousand zlotys worth._§9mebody
telephoned the Council that the Community should foot the Bill
for the alleged costs.
Czerwinski's funeral took place at 4 p.m. It was filmed.. The
cemetery was visited by‘a provincial 'gouvérneur'. Firszt(2?)*%
(the Community's chief of the economic division) served as
guide. On their way home ﬁhe motorcade stopped at the Qbove-

mentioned restaurant. The gouverneur was astonished at the food
. s .
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he found there. The movie people ordered a pafty to be arran

tomorrow in a private apartment. The _ladies are to wear - %
evening dresses., | ' §
YJune 14th 1942, Cloudy. Today is Sunday. I am noi-sure whet&gr-_
the orc_héstra could perform in the playground. It turned out E

that it did, despite the light rain. I issued instructions fdn
the children from the precinct detention roon organised by_t%é
Order Service to be brought to the playgfound. They are 1ivi%§
skeletons from the ranks of the str"eet begg‘ars.A Some of- t-hem%
came to my office. They talked with me like grown-ups, those%
8-year-old citizens. I am ashamed to admit it, but I wept as =

=
I have not wept for a long time. I gave a chocolate bar to

OoH 'Sn

each of them. They all received soup as well, Damned be thos
of us who have enough to eat and drink and forget about theSé;

1]
children.
(Instructions. from Mr Lanzmann)

H. 'May 12 th 1942...!

C.L. No, just the sentence. ' —

H. 'This is to be arranged on orders by Dr Milejkowski. Sincé th
actor weghs 4.4 pounds (2 kilograms) there is é danger that

may not last that long'.

SHATHOAVINNASNN TVIIOWIIN lSIlVZ)
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H. tJune 1l4th 1942 ‘(just one month be‘fore 6zerniak6w's death) -
'Cloudy. Today is Sunday. I am not sure whether the o'rch'e:s.t'ra'_

HILBERG 042

+ children from the precinct detention room...' (that is where

'They are living skeletons from the ranks of the. street beggars

it, but I wept as I have not wept for a long time. I gave a

-6 HILBERG O41

oadada

could perform in the playground. It turned out that it did

play in spite of the light rain. I issued instructions for the

children where kept after they had been over the law, to keep
them from doing it again and to give them a meal and shelter).

'organiséd by the Order Service to be brought to the playgroun

Some of them came to my office; they talked with me like

grown-ups, those 8-year-old citizens. I am ashamed to admit

Qo

chocolate bar to each of them. They all received soup as well. g
. c

Damned be those of us who have enough to eat and drink and S
forget about these children'. | E
=

z

< g

=

Within the Lodz ghetto there was a group of people who kept a (£
o

kind of daily newspaper, but not for pudblic consumptio‘x, aboutg

events. that took place there. They noted down, amongst other

102\ 4

things, the prices of products. I will now read two very small &

excerpts from this very long chronicle.

28

'Septemberb.ZOth 1942, under the heading 'Brotpreis im freien

4

A 30N dA:
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-H. Le 20 septembre 1942, sous la rubrique:

(O
79 -~
A

"Le prix
du pain au marché libre" et autre prix, on parle

de la saccharine:

"Le prix de la saccharine s'éléve & 1 Mark pour

8 unités. On peut donc conclure que désormais, une

semaine aprés les tristes &vénements,
dans le ghetto est redevenue plus calme et stable,
la saccharine réagissant comme Premier instrument

de mesure @ toutes les spéculations et a toutes

les situations sous la forme d'une augmentation

immédiate de son prix. C'est ainsi que pendant les

'jours de la terreur' ce Prix s'éleva jusqu'a

1 Mark pour 4 unités,"

Et ensuite, le 23 septembre 1942, sous la rubrique:

'L'etat des prix':

"La saccharine, c'est-a-dire le baromdtre des
- . ~ - -
tendances, se vendait hier & 1 Mark pour 9 unités".

la situation

STATHOAV WNASANW TYRIOWAN LSNVDOTOH 'S'N AHL 40 SONIATOH THL WO¥A (I’.E[i)[l([OtIJFRI
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Handel' and other prices, it comes to saccharin.

'Saccharin ist gegenweftig 8 Stuck fur 1 Mark erhaltlich.
Heraus ist zu ersehen, dassvsich‘die Situation im.Ghetto eline
Woche nach den traurigen Ereignissen wieder bteruhigt und stabil
isiert hat, da Saccharin als erster Gradmeéser auf jede

Situation und Spekulation reagiert und sofort im Preise steigt

NIC'TOH AHL O

So war es wahrend der Schreckenstage auf 4 Stuck pro Mark ges-

tiegen.!

Again, on September 23rd 1942, under the heading of 'Preislage'% :

e,

'Saccharin, das Tendenzbarometer, stand gestern auf 9 Stﬂck-fun

1 Mark?,
wr

HILBERG 043

H. ‘'Schreckenstage'*refers to a week from 5th to 12th September,
when there was a 'Gehsperre' - people were not allowed out in
the streets - and 'Evakuierung' (deportation) of many people

from the ghetto.

HILBERG OLS ‘ : —

C.L. I agree with every word you say, but what is striking - and
maybe it is a question of character, of Kasztner and Czerniako
in the_repoft Kasztner doesn't express many doubts, he is rath
proud of what he did. He has a good éonscience.

H. Ee has a good image of himself, yes. One does have the feeling,

¢

M @IDNA0YdTI

-

SAAFTHOHV WNISAN TYIIOWAN LSNVDOTOH 'S'N FHL

B



C.L. Waldsee was the fake name of Auschwitz.

"H.

-8 HILBERG O45

reading Kdstner, that he had a high opinion of his own abilit
The report i1s constructed this way. But you see, again we are
dealiﬁg with a particular juncture of events and we have'tp
recognise that those who doubted their own ability to deal

with such a situation were hardly better at the job than thoseg

HE Woud ai[:)na@udzm

who may have exaggerated their own capacities, 1t is seldom tieEt

H

~ you find the right middle. And certainly Kisiner, although'hec>,‘

_ )
overestimates what he can do, as does Romkowskl, of course,

asi do many others - Marmelstein(?) - in my opinion at least
Kdstner comes out better than the others who overestimated

themselves, which is not to say much. But he had some reason.

1 HHL 4O'SONIA']

He had some reason for thinking of himself as he did, becausepe

was comparing himself with very weak people, especially in Bu

TOH *

apest: the people of the Council, the people who were sitting®

there wondering what Waldsee was.

That's right. %e know that after the first transports went ouy,
and the Germans instructed the victims to write postcards ho

and address them from Waldsee - the crudest possible decepti

BVREOWAIN 1SNVD

it took a while even for Hilpenfreu(?) to get to see through

IIHSHQQ
H-

when he noticed that on one of the cards was the erased word

'puschwitz! - erased, that is, by the writer, the Jewish vic im,

AVEN

- and then he kxnew that the destination indeed was Auschwitz @

But why is it that he didn't assume this from the very beginmdng.

HATH

when the transports were leaving? Every day counted, every ntur.

C.I,. Yes, that's the point.

3
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H. You see, you have people that are trying to find confirmation

of everything, trying to make absolutely sure, but whenever

ADNAOYITH

Councils were trying to make absolutely sure, thej in the péaéi
time made the decisions,that weré,sending the victims-to«theigg_g
- deaths. So here you have another problém, and anothef paradox,q
if you like::why is it that the Councils would assume that itE
was appropriate to send out notifications to deportees or to

send out police to gather them, when they were not certain of=

NIA'TOH

the destination? why is it that, not knowing where the transpg%té

went, they were willing to act in compliance with German ordems?
' -
That's the real problem. It's not the problem of 'Did they E

exactly know or didn't they exactly know?'! It is why they actg?v
without firm knowledge of the ultimate destinatlon of the depg?
tees. And whenever they put the burden of proof somehow on tme B
accidental discovery of facts, they were much too late, for ég

- 2]
the time they had confirmation many, or even most of the peopTe

in their care had been deported. That's the crux of it. It's Bt

=
S
&

before you ha?e them. KHdsztner made sure that he had his fac%ﬁ

what you do when you have confirmed facts, it's what you do

very early, and if they were not entirely confirmed, he never!3
theless assumed that they pointed in only one direction. In
that respect he was right.

ce
(inconnu): I didn't understand this.

HOHUV INNASN

H. It's a difficult point to understand, because it is a situattgn
in which a lot of members of a lot of Councils are called updh

to take certain actions by the Germans, which lead to the

¢
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deportation and ultimate death of the ghetto inhabitants; or

Jaoddad

the Jew1sh Community members. The question is- What do you do %?
there is no certainty as to the ultimate destination of the
transport that is going out? You don't know where this transp
is going; what do you do? Are you going to comply with German
orders until you ére convinced that the deportees are going to
their deaths, or are you going to fefuse to comply with these
orders until you are convinced that theyvare safe? That's
' the question.

C.L.But you say that K#sztner had no doubts...

H. Kasztner had no doubts. But reméﬁer that there are people in
Budapest at that very time, and I'm now-épeaking of 1944, who

even though they already had enough information about the fateX
: Q

of the Jews of Europe, still had doubts as to what would be.tﬁsi

fate of the Hungarian Jews.

C.L. But can one call them doubts? Or hopes?

N LSAVO

H. Well, they had hopes. They doubted the conclusion, shall we sa¥,
that in Hungary the same thing would ﬁappen that had happened O
everywherg else. They doubted that this‘wés inevitable, and o?:
course they doubted it because they had hope.

C.L. But I think this was the case eurywhefe.

H. Of course it was.

C.L. That thé& had any hopes at all is the reason why it is so
difficult to grasp.

Ty

H. Of course. But you notice also that Jewish resistance organis

SAATHOIAV WNASNIN

tidns in Fastern Poland or Lithuania - in the Kaunas area or

[
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the Bialystok area, and in #arsaw itself - always drafted thei:

(E)}IJERI

wqml aion

- proclamations to the Jewlsh people in such a way as to say
'Do not believe what you are told! Do not believe that you.
_are being sent out. to a farm somewhere iﬁ'the~Ukraine.' And th
is f.he constant refrain of a number of these proclamations - E
=

it's this single message:'do not trust the promises, do not be
_ lieve what you are told, do not assume that because YOu hafa
some hope,that is based on any rational expectation.' And you
see thatt's the content éf a number of such appeals that were
actually written in 1942 and early 1943, which we have - we
have the pieces of paper that were written by these resistanc
organisations. Now why did they have te say'ddn't assume you
are going somewhere where you are geing to be safe'!? Because

people did believe it, people wanted to believe it.
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