
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:10,790

2
00:00:10,790 --> 00:00:15,130
Well, I would like that we
talk about what is, for me,

3
00:00:15,130 --> 00:00:21,010
a crucial issue about the
beginnings of the extermination

4
00:00:21,010 --> 00:00:32,805
as such because I'm very much
against ideas that one can give

5
00:00:32,805 --> 00:00:38,422
birth [SPEAKING FRENCH] from--

6
00:00:38,422 --> 00:00:41,560

7
00:00:41,560 --> 00:00:43,630
when starting with
Germany's story,

8
00:00:43,630 --> 00:00:48,010
with psychoanalysis, with
Marxism, with economic reasons,

9
00:00:48,010 --> 00:00:50,230
with anti-Semitism
in general, I think

10
00:00:50,230 --> 00:00:53,630
that there is a
gap as there comes

11
00:00:53,630 --> 00:00:59,660
a moment one has to kill and
to decide about the killings.

12
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00:00:59,660 --> 00:01:03,680
And the best proof
of this is that,

13
00:01:03,680 --> 00:01:06,330
when one goes to
Poland, for instance,

14
00:01:06,330 --> 00:01:13,040
and when one talks to the former
guards of the extermination

15
00:01:13,040 --> 00:01:14,690
camps, to the killers--

16
00:01:14,690 --> 00:01:17,970
at the very beginning
they were not ready.

17
00:01:17,970 --> 00:01:23,580
If you take Belzec or
Sobibor or even Treblinka,

18
00:01:23,580 --> 00:01:26,840
one has the feeling that they
had to go at such a speed

19
00:01:26,840 --> 00:01:33,870
not to miss the moment
and everything was

20
00:01:33,870 --> 00:01:40,120
made in a complete
disorder at the time.

21
00:01:40,120 --> 00:01:43,600
I was asking your ideas on
this, but it's very difficult.

22
00:01:43,600 --> 00:01:47,230
I, as you know, share
the view that you just

23
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00:01:47,230 --> 00:01:53,110
expressed because the one
question most frequently asked

24
00:01:53,110 --> 00:01:58,800
of me is, why, why, why
European Jews were killed.

25
00:01:58,800 --> 00:02:00,060
This is a question.

26
00:02:00,060 --> 00:02:02,250
It's the question most
frequently asked, also,

27
00:02:02,250 --> 00:02:05,190
because up to the point when
the Jews are being concentrated,

28
00:02:05,190 --> 00:02:08,830
you can say that the
measures produced

29
00:02:08,830 --> 00:02:11,770
certain economic benefits to
Germany, but quite clearly

30
00:02:11,770 --> 00:02:18,660
beyond that point, the costs
exceed any possible gains.

31
00:02:18,660 --> 00:02:22,190
So the why becomes even
more insistent because, even

32
00:02:22,190 --> 00:02:28,530
in the context of an aggressive
and highly self-centered,

33
00:02:28,530 --> 00:02:33,290
destructive machine, one cannot
fully understand why this

34
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00:02:33,290 --> 00:02:35,890
should be done.

35
00:02:35,890 --> 00:02:40,020
And I also would say
that the fact that there

36
00:02:40,020 --> 00:02:42,990
may have been an
ideology of propaganda

37
00:02:42,990 --> 00:02:47,670
does not in the least
explain anything about what

38
00:02:47,670 --> 00:02:52,450
transpired now, and I would
say this for three reasons.

39
00:02:52,450 --> 00:02:56,070
First of all, we find in the
machinery of destruction--

40
00:02:56,070 --> 00:03:00,990
now, at that point, the diverse
segments of German society,

41
00:03:00,990 --> 00:03:04,440
not all of whom were in the
very center of that ideology

42
00:03:04,440 --> 00:03:07,650
or highly propagandized
in Nazi thought,

43
00:03:07,650 --> 00:03:10,260
even assuming that the
SS was-- and that's

44
00:03:10,260 --> 00:03:12,370
a big assumption to make.

45
00:03:12,370 --> 00:03:15,340
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But in addition to
that consideration,

46
00:03:15,340 --> 00:03:17,420
there were two others.

47
00:03:17,420 --> 00:03:21,970
One of them is that the
blueprint is missing.

48
00:03:21,970 --> 00:03:24,370
The plan is missing.

49
00:03:24,370 --> 00:03:29,440
The goal is not in view,
although it inevitably

50
00:03:29,440 --> 00:03:32,020
springs up out of the actions.

51
00:03:32,020 --> 00:03:35,290
And third, there
is a hesitation.

52
00:03:35,290 --> 00:03:37,930
There is almost
a year when there

53
00:03:37,930 --> 00:03:42,040
is great uncertainty,
when one considers

54
00:03:42,040 --> 00:03:45,400
last-minute possibilities of
sending the Jews here, there,

55
00:03:45,400 --> 00:03:46,930
or the other place.

56
00:03:46,930 --> 00:03:48,880
And then the
territorial solution
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57
00:03:48,880 --> 00:03:52,120
emerges inevitably
as the consequence

58
00:03:52,120 --> 00:03:54,760
of everything else
either having failed

59
00:03:54,760 --> 00:03:57,790
or the point having been
reached where this is

60
00:03:57,790 --> 00:04:01,420
the only possible continuation.

61
00:04:01,420 --> 00:04:06,610
It is in that interim
period, the period extending

62
00:04:06,610 --> 00:04:13,510
from the second half of 1940
to the second half of 1941,

63
00:04:13,510 --> 00:04:18,820
that we face the
deep unfathomable

64
00:04:18,820 --> 00:04:24,640
mystery of the emergence of the
Final Solution, which is not

65
00:04:24,640 --> 00:04:27,130
the product of a single
brain, which is not

66
00:04:27,130 --> 00:04:32,470
the product of a plan,
which is not the product,

67
00:04:32,470 --> 00:04:38,260
as a matter of fact, of any
agency or any one agency.
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68
00:04:38,260 --> 00:04:40,750
Which is not even the
product of an order.

69
00:04:40,750 --> 00:04:41,690
No, it is not.

70
00:04:41,690 --> 00:04:46,170
And we see here
what has sometimes

71
00:04:46,170 --> 00:04:48,760
been called a meeting of minds.

72
00:04:48,760 --> 00:04:54,090
We see it in the Final Solution
Conference of January 20, 1942.

73
00:04:54,090 --> 00:04:57,570
We see people gathering who,
without even saying things

74
00:04:57,570 --> 00:04:59,790
all that explicitly,
seem to know.

75
00:04:59,790 --> 00:05:03,120
Each knows what the
other is talking about.

76
00:05:03,120 --> 00:05:07,440
Each comes to this meeting
with great expectation.

77
00:05:07,440 --> 00:05:11,730
The tension is revealed,
even in the many drafts

78
00:05:11,730 --> 00:05:13,800
that this final
summary must have

79
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00:05:13,800 --> 00:05:18,600
gone through in that final
version of the talks as

80
00:05:18,600 --> 00:05:20,760
prepared by Eichmann.

81
00:05:20,760 --> 00:05:26,010
And the tension shows through.

82
00:05:26,010 --> 00:05:31,170
This was a moment of history,
and the participants knew it.

83
00:05:31,170 --> 00:05:34,410
They knew it in the field,
and they knew it in Berlin.

84
00:05:34,410 --> 00:05:37,920
And they knew it whenever
they corresponded or talked

85
00:05:37,920 --> 00:05:41,560
to one another about it.

86
00:05:41,560 --> 00:05:47,610
And they moved into it with
a certain confusion at first,

87
00:05:47,610 --> 00:05:53,350
with even chaos in the
field, but, soon enough,

88
00:05:53,350 --> 00:05:57,230
with the goal very clearly
outlined in their minds.

89
00:05:57,230 --> 00:06:00,800
And now everything
dovetailed, and everything

90
00:06:00,800 --> 00:06:07,030
produced a well-oiled
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process on the assembly line.

91
00:06:07,030 --> 00:06:10,930

92
00:06:10,930 --> 00:06:14,040
But there are many
steps that one had

93
00:06:14,040 --> 00:06:15,840
to go through to reach this.

94
00:06:15,840 --> 00:06:19,810

95
00:06:19,810 --> 00:06:24,460
Is it possible to say two
apparently contradictory

96
00:06:24,460 --> 00:06:30,580
things, that the examination
is included in the first

97
00:06:30,580 --> 00:06:34,810
anti-Jewish bureaucratic step
which is taken, let's say,

98
00:06:34,810 --> 00:06:37,500
in 1933--

99
00:06:37,500 --> 00:06:40,560
how is the examination
included in the first step,

100
00:06:40,560 --> 00:06:43,940
and how is the
examination not included?

101
00:06:43,940 --> 00:06:44,540
I will say.

102
00:06:44,540 --> 00:06:47,600
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This it is not
included in the sense

103
00:06:47,600 --> 00:06:50,240
that there was
then no blueprint,

104
00:06:50,240 --> 00:06:53,570
no plan, no articulated goal.

105
00:06:53,570 --> 00:06:56,690
It was still the old goal
of expulsion, of emigration,

106
00:06:56,690 --> 00:06:57,950
and so on.

107
00:06:57,950 --> 00:07:02,270
But it was included because
the momentum and the inertia

108
00:07:02,270 --> 00:07:06,530
of this process, its
expansion all over Europe,

109
00:07:06,530 --> 00:07:11,750
the fact of the German march
east and west, north and south

110
00:07:11,750 --> 00:07:15,090
would make it impossible for
the traditional route, that

111
00:07:15,090 --> 00:07:17,810
of emigration, to be followed.

112
00:07:17,810 --> 00:07:20,780
Therefore, there was inchoate
at the very beginning

113
00:07:20,780 --> 00:07:24,050
in the relentlessness, in
the intensity of these rather
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114
00:07:24,050 --> 00:07:27,680
draconian measures, to use
a term that the Nazis used,

115
00:07:27,680 --> 00:07:30,770
the inevitable consequence
that they themselves would not

116
00:07:30,770 --> 00:07:33,350
have identified with, that
they themselves would not have

117
00:07:33,350 --> 00:07:36,650
talked about in 1933 but
which was, in a sense,

118
00:07:36,650 --> 00:07:40,970
built into the process
from the beginning

119
00:07:40,970 --> 00:07:44,060
because if one is going
to move in that direction,

120
00:07:44,060 --> 00:07:46,610
if one is going to
occupy or Europe,

121
00:07:46,610 --> 00:07:49,100
if one is going to
have a World War,

122
00:07:49,100 --> 00:07:51,350
and if one is going to
do all of these things

123
00:07:51,350 --> 00:07:56,750
in a single space of
time, 10 years, 12 years,

124
00:07:56,750 --> 00:07:59,750
what are you going to do
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with the Jewish population?

125
00:07:59,750 --> 00:08:04,010
As one German as major said in
the Å Ã³dÅ¼ ghetto in the middle

126
00:08:04,010 --> 00:08:09,020
of 1941, we can't very well
spend another winter here

127
00:08:09,020 --> 00:08:11,760
and let them starve to death.

128
00:08:11,760 --> 00:08:14,600
That would not be angenehm.

129
00:08:14,600 --> 00:08:18,650
We would have to find some
device that would be humane

130
00:08:18,650 --> 00:08:21,610
and that would do the job.

131
00:08:21,610 --> 00:08:25,710
And it is in that sense, in
the words of this one major,

132
00:08:25,710 --> 00:08:29,280
that one sees the inevitability
of the process reaching

133
00:08:29,280 --> 00:08:30,930
that conclusion.

134
00:08:30,930 --> 00:08:33,809
You mean it became
easier for them?

135
00:08:33,809 --> 00:08:38,140
It became inevitable because
there were no other ways.

136
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00:08:38,140 --> 00:08:41,370
You see, the only thing they
then could have done in 1941

137
00:08:41,370 --> 00:08:45,480
was to stop
altogether, and that's

138
00:08:45,480 --> 00:08:49,010
just the one thing they
could not do, for they were--

139
00:08:49,010 --> 00:08:50,540
What do you mean altogether?

140
00:08:50,540 --> 00:08:52,760
Well, take, for
example, the situation

141
00:08:52,760 --> 00:08:55,520
of ghettos having
been formed in Poland.

142
00:08:55,520 --> 00:08:57,590
Take that situation.

143
00:08:57,590 --> 00:09:01,280
Take it to June 22, 1941,
the day of Barbarossa,

144
00:09:01,280 --> 00:09:04,470
the day of the march
into the Soviet Union,

145
00:09:04,470 --> 00:09:09,560
which is the beginning of
the active killing phase.

146
00:09:09,560 --> 00:09:13,230
Up to June 21, you
might say there

147
00:09:13,230 --> 00:09:18,950
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was one option, the option to
go ahead or the option to stop.

148
00:09:18,950 --> 00:09:22,460
But consider for a minute what
this movement, this philosophy,

149
00:09:22,460 --> 00:09:26,420
if you like, really was,
what it called itself.

150
00:09:26,420 --> 00:09:31,160
It called itself the vegung It
was the opposite of something

151
00:09:31,160 --> 00:09:32,390
that would be stationary.

152
00:09:32,390 --> 00:09:33,320
It couldn't.

153
00:09:33,320 --> 00:09:36,240
Were it to stop, it
wouldn't be Nazi.

154
00:09:36,240 --> 00:09:38,070
It would not be that.

155
00:09:38,070 --> 00:09:41,480
It could not visualize
itself as stopping.

156
00:09:41,480 --> 00:09:44,300
That isn't to say that it could
easily visualize going ahead

157
00:09:44,300 --> 00:09:49,070
either, and the contradiction
in that sense is built in.

158
00:09:49,070 --> 00:09:52,130
I refer again, and again,
and again to the point
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159
00:09:52,130 --> 00:09:56,420
that, if one were to have
talked about it openly,

160
00:09:56,420 --> 00:09:59,180
it would have been
impossible to do,

161
00:09:59,180 --> 00:10:01,780
and if one was going to do it,
one couldn't talk about it.

162
00:10:01,780 --> 00:10:05,860

163
00:10:05,860 --> 00:10:06,970
Yes.

164
00:10:06,970 --> 00:10:08,110
But it's very interesting.

165
00:10:08,110 --> 00:10:15,580
You mean that it's because they
conquered all Europe that there

166
00:10:15,580 --> 00:10:18,460
was no possibility
for them to let

167
00:10:18,460 --> 00:10:24,450
the Jews emigrate because
there was no territory anymore?

168
00:10:24,450 --> 00:10:27,770
Well, there was no
territory as they saw it.

169
00:10:27,770 --> 00:10:31,310
Certainly when they look
in the Soviet Union--

170
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00:10:31,310 --> 00:10:35,660
the whole idea in
Barbarossa, for that matter,

171
00:10:35,660 --> 00:10:38,210
is as vague as to what to
do with the Soviet Union

172
00:10:38,210 --> 00:10:42,210
as it is when they begin the
assault upon Jewry in 1933.

173
00:10:42,210 --> 00:10:45,920
There's this similar vagueness
and this similar lack

174
00:10:45,920 --> 00:10:47,730
of any compromise.

175
00:10:47,730 --> 00:10:49,380
In the attack on
the Soviet Union,

176
00:10:49,380 --> 00:10:51,980
there's a remarkable
similarity here,

177
00:10:51,980 --> 00:10:56,420
in the very nature Barbarossa,
an open-ended assault.

178
00:10:56,420 --> 00:11:00,050
Not only is there no ultimatum
to the Soviets, no warning,

179
00:11:00,050 --> 00:11:03,200
no condition, but there
isn't any definite plan

180
00:11:03,200 --> 00:11:06,500
as to where the German
army was going to stop.

181
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00:11:06,500 --> 00:11:09,230
There's no envisaging
of any peace treaty.

182
00:11:09,230 --> 00:11:11,053
There's no clear-cut
view of what

183
00:11:11,053 --> 00:11:12,470
is to be done with
that population

184
00:11:12,470 --> 00:11:14,750
once it is conquered,
and it is in that context

185
00:11:14,750 --> 00:11:16,000
that the first killings began.

186
00:11:16,000 --> 00:11:31,870

187
00:11:31,870 --> 00:11:36,490
And the Final Solution cannot
be divorced from the war.

188
00:11:36,490 --> 00:11:40,240
It took place in
the midst of war,

189
00:11:40,240 --> 00:11:44,580
and actually, it
begins on the very day

190
00:11:44,580 --> 00:11:53,160
that the German armies cross
into Russia, on June 22, 1941.

191
00:11:53,160 --> 00:11:58,020
There are a number of factors
to be considered in this attack

192
00:11:58,020 --> 00:12:02,400
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because, curiously, there
are strong resemblances

193
00:12:02,400 --> 00:12:06,120
between the German planning
against the Soviet Union

194
00:12:06,120 --> 00:12:09,950
and their measures against the
Jews and the Final Solution.

195
00:12:09,950 --> 00:12:14,750
In both cases, they don't really
come to grips at the outset

196
00:12:14,750 --> 00:12:18,630
with what it is that they're
going to do at the end.

197
00:12:18,630 --> 00:12:22,080
Barbarossa, which is the code
name for the German assault

198
00:12:22,080 --> 00:12:29,780
upon the Soviet Union, appears
in German records very early.

199
00:12:29,780 --> 00:12:33,590
Amazingly enough, I've traced it
in the diary of Colonel General

200
00:12:33,590 --> 00:12:39,560
Halder, July 22, 1940, at
the time when they were still

201
00:12:39,560 --> 00:12:40,760
bombing England.

202
00:12:40,760 --> 00:12:43,520
They're already then
talking about the assault

203
00:12:43,520 --> 00:12:46,310
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upon the Soviet Union, a
country with which they had

204
00:12:46,310 --> 00:12:49,400
good relations at that moment.

205
00:12:49,400 --> 00:12:54,390
They are preparing this assault
without any indication of where

206
00:12:54,390 --> 00:12:55,980
it was going to take them.

207
00:12:55,980 --> 00:12:58,200
There is no ultimatum.

208
00:12:58,200 --> 00:13:00,060
There are no conditions.

209
00:13:00,060 --> 00:13:02,670
The attack is a surprise attack.

210
00:13:02,670 --> 00:13:05,190
There is no indication of where
the German army were going

211
00:13:05,190 --> 00:13:08,700
to stop, whether on
the Ural mountains,

212
00:13:08,700 --> 00:13:11,910
or somewhat farther
west, or wherever.

213
00:13:11,910 --> 00:13:13,110
Further east?

214
00:13:13,110 --> 00:13:14,870
Perhaps east.

215
00:13:14,870 --> 00:13:17,930
There is absolutely
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no planning, really,

216
00:13:17,930 --> 00:13:22,620
at that moment as to what is to
be done with the population--

217
00:13:22,620 --> 00:13:25,050
that is to say, the Russian
population, the White Russian

218
00:13:25,050 --> 00:13:27,350
population and so on--

219
00:13:27,350 --> 00:13:30,880
but there is one thing
which already one

220
00:13:30,880 --> 00:13:34,420
can notice in the
correspondence going back

221
00:13:34,420 --> 00:13:37,240
to march, certainly, of 1941.

222
00:13:37,240 --> 00:13:41,650
Now, March is a month during
which the planning is already

223
00:13:41,650 --> 00:13:43,390
far advanced.

224
00:13:43,390 --> 00:13:45,430
One has already
got a clear picture

225
00:13:45,430 --> 00:13:49,180
of Army Group North, Army
Group Center, Army Group South,

226
00:13:49,180 --> 00:13:51,370
the Allied forces that
are going to be employed,

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



227
00:13:51,370 --> 00:13:54,660
the 11th Army Stationed
in the extreme south.

228
00:13:54,660 --> 00:13:59,490
And it is inside this
planning mechanism,

229
00:13:59,490 --> 00:14:02,130
in the Oberkommando
der Wehrmacht,

230
00:14:02,130 --> 00:14:05,540
which is the high command
of the armed forces,

231
00:14:05,540 --> 00:14:08,270
in the Wehrmacht
[NON-ENGLISH SPEECH],,

232
00:14:08,270 --> 00:14:13,760
which is the main center for
planning wars at that moment,

233
00:14:13,760 --> 00:14:17,800
and within that,
[NON-ENGLISH SPEECH],,

234
00:14:17,800 --> 00:14:20,580
[INAUDIBLE],, which
is, of course,

235
00:14:20,580 --> 00:14:22,820
the operational staff
of the armed forces,

236
00:14:22,820 --> 00:14:26,870
that we see the first indication
that special units of the SS

237
00:14:26,870 --> 00:14:30,110
and police, that is to
say, of the security police
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238
00:14:30,110 --> 00:14:33,260
and security service, are
going to operate on their own

239
00:14:33,260 --> 00:14:36,860
responsibility within the
context of the invasion.

240
00:14:36,860 --> 00:14:39,230
They're going to move
with the army there

241
00:14:39,230 --> 00:14:42,240
to undertake certain measures.

242
00:14:42,240 --> 00:14:45,470
And here we begin with
the Einsatzgruppen.

243
00:14:45,470 --> 00:14:49,870
These, of course, are
the units in the field,

244
00:14:49,870 --> 00:14:54,640
moving, mobile, of one
main office of the SS

245
00:14:54,640 --> 00:14:56,890
and police, the Reich
Security Main Office,

246
00:14:56,890 --> 00:14:59,980
Reichssicherheitshauptamt,
at that time under Reinhard

247
00:14:59,980 --> 00:15:02,350
Heydrich.

248
00:15:02,350 --> 00:15:04,960
So already in
March, provision is
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249
00:15:04,960 --> 00:15:09,550
made by the armed forces for
the operation of Einsatzgruppen.

250
00:15:09,550 --> 00:15:14,170
With those armed forces,
they are to move with them.

251
00:15:14,170 --> 00:15:16,090
They are to move in
the same direction,

252
00:15:16,090 --> 00:15:19,030
and they're going to
carry out certain tasks.

253
00:15:19,030 --> 00:15:22,160
The tasks, in a
nutshell, consists

254
00:15:22,160 --> 00:15:25,850
of the killing of the
Jews, as many as possible,

255
00:15:25,850 --> 00:15:32,000
as rapidly as possible in
order that the maximum surprise

256
00:15:32,000 --> 00:15:35,480
should be utilized in the
course of this, presumably

257
00:15:35,480 --> 00:15:38,180
rapid, advance that
was going to begin.

258
00:15:38,180 --> 00:15:43,070
Now, June 22 is the day, and
within a few days thereafter,

259
00:15:43,070 --> 00:15:46,100
Jews are dying in front
of German guns fired
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260
00:15:46,100 --> 00:15:50,280
by the Einsatzgruppen,
and the final solution now

261
00:15:50,280 --> 00:15:56,460
has begun for the area east
of German-dominated Europe as

262
00:15:56,460 --> 00:15:58,110
of June 22.

263
00:15:58,110 --> 00:15:59,070
East of Poland?

264
00:15:59,070 --> 00:16:00,160
East of Poland.

265
00:16:00,160 --> 00:16:04,140
Well, within Poland so
far as Bialystok and Lvov

266
00:16:04,140 --> 00:16:06,570
and certain other
cities are concerned.

267
00:16:06,570 --> 00:16:12,090
And by July we see these
Einsatzgruppen moving northward

268
00:16:12,090 --> 00:16:13,450
into the Baltic States.

269
00:16:13,450 --> 00:16:17,070
We see them fanning out even
as the German armies fan out.

270
00:16:17,070 --> 00:16:21,360
We see them moving on the
road to Minsk, to Smolensk.

271
00:16:21,360 --> 00:16:23,490
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We see them moving into Kiev.

272
00:16:23,490 --> 00:16:26,160
We see them moving
in the extreme south,

273
00:16:26,160 --> 00:16:29,580
towards the Crimea, where they
already operate by December.

274
00:16:29,580 --> 00:16:33,630
By Christmas, they are shooting
the Jews of the Crimean capital

275
00:16:33,630 --> 00:16:37,500
so that Christmas may be
celebrated there without Jews.

276
00:16:37,500 --> 00:16:42,490
And this operation,
which, in a few months,

277
00:16:42,490 --> 00:16:46,600
resulted in the deaths of at
least a half a million Jews,

278
00:16:46,600 --> 00:16:48,085
was the opening.

279
00:16:48,085 --> 00:16:50,620

280
00:16:50,620 --> 00:16:52,840
At this point, however,
there is as yet

281
00:16:52,840 --> 00:16:56,290
no clear, clear idea of
what to do with the Jews

282
00:16:56,290 --> 00:16:59,100
in the rest of Europe.
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283
00:16:59,100 --> 00:17:03,600
Now, as of June 22,
1941, there simply

284
00:17:03,600 --> 00:17:07,619
is no document that can
fairly be described an order

285
00:17:07,619 --> 00:17:09,900
to annihilate the
Jews of Europe.

286
00:17:09,900 --> 00:17:12,990
But when one talks with the
people of the Einsatzgruppen--

287
00:17:12,990 --> 00:17:16,740
I did this-- they all refer to--

288
00:17:16,740 --> 00:17:21,060
with the chiefs, I mean, of the
Einsatzgruppen, of the units.

289
00:17:21,060 --> 00:17:24,819
They all refer to a
so-called "FÃ¼hrer befiehl,"

290
00:17:24,819 --> 00:17:26,040
which means FÃ¼hrer order.

291
00:17:26,040 --> 00:17:28,590

292
00:17:28,590 --> 00:17:31,440
When one asks, what
was this FÃ¼hrer order,

293
00:17:31,440 --> 00:17:34,590
what was the content of
this, they seem to be unable

294
00:17:34,590 --> 00:17:37,680
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to answer really.

295
00:17:37,680 --> 00:17:43,430
They seem to be unable to
answer it because, unlike--

296
00:17:43,430 --> 00:17:43,930
Excuse me.

297
00:17:43,930 --> 00:17:44,980
It was not a written one.

298
00:17:44,980 --> 00:17:47,500
Ah, yes, because
I was just going

299
00:17:47,500 --> 00:17:51,130
to say, unlike the orders
of Adolf Hitler with respect

300
00:17:51,130 --> 00:17:53,140
to the invasion of
the Soviet Union,

301
00:17:53,140 --> 00:17:57,640
Directives weisungen which
were in writing, what we do not

302
00:17:57,640 --> 00:18:00,790
have for the Final Solution
is a written document signed

303
00:18:00,790 --> 00:18:02,470
by Hitler himself.

304
00:18:02,470 --> 00:18:06,100
So all of these FÃ¼hrer
directives, FÃ¼hrer wishes,

305
00:18:06,100 --> 00:18:11,520
FÃ¼hrer orders are inferred from
things that he must have said.
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306
00:18:11,520 --> 00:18:13,530
Perhaps he said them to Goering.

307
00:18:13,530 --> 00:18:15,570
Perhaps he said them to Himmler.

308
00:18:15,570 --> 00:18:18,150
Perhaps he said them
to someone else.

309
00:18:18,150 --> 00:18:21,900
Evidently, he said them several
times and in several contexts

310
00:18:21,900 --> 00:18:23,340
but not necessarily clearly.

311
00:18:23,340 --> 00:18:25,990

312
00:18:25,990 --> 00:18:29,100
So here we are in
this situation which

313
00:18:29,100 --> 00:18:32,190
is so typical of the
Nazi regime but is not

314
00:18:32,190 --> 00:18:35,550
well understood outside
the narrow participants who

315
00:18:35,550 --> 00:18:36,840
know it well.

316
00:18:36,840 --> 00:18:40,080
And that is that so
much of what is assumed

317
00:18:40,080 --> 00:18:43,230
to be a basic directive
and a basic structure
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318
00:18:43,230 --> 00:18:46,290
is rather amorphous
and that words

319
00:18:46,290 --> 00:18:48,900
are spoken, and
interpreted, and used,

320
00:18:48,900 --> 00:18:51,930
and employed in accordance
with the understanding

321
00:18:51,930 --> 00:18:54,360
of these words by
those who listen

322
00:18:54,360 --> 00:18:57,360
or even those who are one
step removed from those

323
00:18:57,360 --> 00:18:59,390
who have listened to them.

324
00:18:59,390 --> 00:19:02,170
And this is the reason that
historians to this very day

325
00:19:02,170 --> 00:19:07,330
are asking everyone, what was
your understanding of this

326
00:19:07,330 --> 00:19:09,950
or that other conversation?

327
00:19:09,950 --> 00:19:13,205
And we know that the
so-called "befiehl,"

328
00:19:13,205 --> 00:19:17,720
the so-called "order," under
which the Einsatzgruppen moved
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329
00:19:17,720 --> 00:19:21,440
out, was, to say
the least, vague.

330
00:19:21,440 --> 00:19:23,450
What document, any
document can you

331
00:19:23,450 --> 00:19:27,530
point to that would say, all
right, the primary objective

332
00:19:27,530 --> 00:19:31,100
of these Einsatzgruppen was the
onset of the final solution?

333
00:19:31,100 --> 00:19:34,670
We see this from what they did.

334
00:19:34,670 --> 00:19:37,820
We could not infer it from
written documents written

335
00:19:37,820 --> 00:19:41,510
before they moved into
Russia, so here we

336
00:19:41,510 --> 00:19:45,440
have an example, perhaps
a very crucial example,

337
00:19:45,440 --> 00:19:49,190
that the system operated
on understanding,

338
00:19:49,190 --> 00:19:51,930
not on prescriptions.

339
00:19:51,930 --> 00:19:55,650
We now know that prescriptions
can be written and ignored.

340
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00:19:55,650 --> 00:19:58,590
Prescriptions are useless
if they are not followed,

341
00:19:58,590 --> 00:20:01,890
but understandings,
once they exist,

342
00:20:01,890 --> 00:20:06,690
can utilize any words,
spoken or even unspoken,

343
00:20:06,690 --> 00:20:08,610
to achieve a goal.

344
00:20:08,610 --> 00:20:12,450
And those people
had an understanding

345
00:20:12,450 --> 00:20:14,580
of what they were
supposed to do.

346
00:20:14,580 --> 00:20:15,080
Yes.

347
00:20:15,080 --> 00:20:19,260
You have used the
world FÃ¼hrer wishes,

348
00:20:19,260 --> 00:20:23,300
and I think it's
very important, no?

349
00:20:23,300 --> 00:20:27,460
Yes, it is important because
we see so many letters.

350
00:20:27,460 --> 00:20:31,190
So just think of the letters
that were sent out by Bormann--

351
00:20:31,190 --> 00:20:33,880
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the FÃ¼hrer wishes.

352
00:20:33,880 --> 00:20:38,050
Now, that's the language that
he uses, but why does he use it?

353
00:20:38,050 --> 00:20:40,270
Because probably he
heard the FÃ¼hrer say it,

354
00:20:40,270 --> 00:20:44,460
in some context or
other, in a conversation.

355
00:20:44,460 --> 00:20:48,600
And the FÃ¼hrer may have
said something offhandedly,

356
00:20:48,600 --> 00:20:54,100
but whatever he may have
said is now a FÃ¼hrer wish.

357
00:20:54,100 --> 00:20:54,600
Yes.

358
00:20:54,600 --> 00:20:59,900
But this leads to what I call
myself the general activism

359
00:20:59,900 --> 00:21:01,140
of these people.

360
00:21:01,140 --> 00:21:02,940
They're active.

361
00:21:02,940 --> 00:21:03,630
They're active.

362
00:21:03,630 --> 00:21:04,920
They're moving.

363
00:21:04,920 --> 00:21:06,810
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They understand.

364
00:21:06,810 --> 00:21:10,920
Once, of course, the operations
in the east have begun,

365
00:21:10,920 --> 00:21:12,675
there is a very
important document.

366
00:21:12,675 --> 00:21:14,280
Well, one could say--

367
00:21:14,280 --> 00:21:15,120
excuse me.

368
00:21:15,120 --> 00:21:17,100
One could say that
the Final Solution

369
00:21:17,100 --> 00:21:19,750
was the product of everybody.

370
00:21:19,750 --> 00:21:23,370
It is the product of everybody,
and it could not possibly

371
00:21:23,370 --> 00:21:27,700
have been manufactured
by a single person.

372
00:21:27,700 --> 00:21:29,830
Imagine anyone,
even Hitler, saying,

373
00:21:29,830 --> 00:21:31,480
there shall now be
a final solution,

374
00:21:31,480 --> 00:21:34,030
and it shall consist
of such and such?
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375
00:21:34,030 --> 00:21:36,430
Quite apart from the
impossibility of such things

376
00:21:36,430 --> 00:21:38,580
being put into words.

377
00:21:38,580 --> 00:21:42,330
Can you imagine a normal
society, one in which people

378
00:21:42,330 --> 00:21:44,190
are used to ordinary
things and will

379
00:21:44,190 --> 00:21:47,070
do those things which
are moral and not

380
00:21:47,070 --> 00:21:49,930
those things that are
immoral, taking such a letter

381
00:21:49,930 --> 00:21:52,890
and taking it seriously?

382
00:21:52,890 --> 00:21:56,350
No, that's impossible,
and for that reason,

383
00:21:56,350 --> 00:22:00,270
such a letter doesn't exist,
such an order doesn't exist,

384
00:22:00,270 --> 00:22:04,170
such a directive
isn't spelled out.

385
00:22:04,170 --> 00:22:11,640
Instead, it's the inferred
business, the notion

386
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00:22:11,640 --> 00:22:14,900
that something is now ripe.

387
00:22:14,900 --> 00:22:16,480
It's a Hegelian notion.

388
00:22:16,480 --> 00:22:20,320
Something is ripe for
the time, only these

389
00:22:20,320 --> 00:22:23,455
are not world historical leaders
of the kind that Hegel is--

390
00:22:23,455 --> 00:22:24,580
we don't need Hegel anyway.

391
00:22:24,580 --> 00:22:26,500
Please, not at all.

392
00:22:26,500 --> 00:22:28,850
We don't need Hegel
anyway in here.

393
00:22:28,850 --> 00:22:41,095

394
00:22:41,095 --> 00:22:46,650
When we deal with the
period of 1940 to '41,

395
00:22:46,650 --> 00:22:51,120
we observe a great
many bureaucrats

396
00:22:51,120 --> 00:22:57,880
beginning to innovate
and experiment,

397
00:22:57,880 --> 00:23:03,920
at least in thought,
with what was to be done.
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398
00:23:03,920 --> 00:23:07,700
It is as though each
was, in a Hegelian sense,

399
00:23:07,700 --> 00:23:09,710
an interpreter of
history and trying

400
00:23:09,710 --> 00:23:15,510
to do that which was
ripe for the time, thus

401
00:23:15,510 --> 00:23:20,310
they all became
improvisers, and innovators.

402
00:23:20,310 --> 00:23:22,620
Pioneers?

403
00:23:22,620 --> 00:23:23,355
And pioneers.

404
00:23:23,355 --> 00:23:25,980

405
00:23:25,980 --> 00:23:30,030
I think that some of the results
were built into the ghetto

406
00:23:30,030 --> 00:23:36,550
system because when you
look at the winter from 1940

407
00:23:36,550 --> 00:23:41,110
to '41, which is the first
winter when ghettos are

408
00:23:41,110 --> 00:23:45,760
established, except in
a few spaces in Poland,

409
00:23:45,760 --> 00:23:51,080
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where, in short, they are
cut off from a food supply

410
00:23:51,080 --> 00:23:56,240
and where the rationing system
decided is such that people

411
00:23:56,240 --> 00:24:01,260
don't have enough to eat, the
average being, perhaps, 1,100

412
00:24:01,260 --> 00:24:04,410
or 1,200 calories.

413
00:24:04,410 --> 00:24:07,380
There we see that
it's the beginning

414
00:24:07,380 --> 00:24:13,130
of the end inside the walls
or fences of those ghettos

415
00:24:13,130 --> 00:24:16,550
because even the black market
trade is ultimately not

416
00:24:16,550 --> 00:24:20,090
going to provide for the
survival of those inside.

417
00:24:20,090 --> 00:24:22,430
They are trading,
after all, possessions,

418
00:24:22,430 --> 00:24:24,800
and once these
possessions are gone,

419
00:24:24,800 --> 00:24:28,430
they have nothing
more to trade with.

420
00:24:28,430 --> 00:24:34,530
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So you find a very
significant letter

421
00:24:34,530 --> 00:24:41,990
by an SS major whose name
is Rolf-Heinz Hoppner.

422
00:24:41,990 --> 00:24:47,120
It was sent on
July 16, 1941, that

423
00:24:47,120 --> 00:24:50,690
is to say, less than a
month after the assault

424
00:24:50,690 --> 00:24:53,300
upon the Soviet Union and
the Einsatzgruppen operations

425
00:24:53,300 --> 00:24:54,890
had begun.

426
00:24:54,890 --> 00:24:57,080
And it was addressed
to his comrade

427
00:24:57,080 --> 00:25:01,730
in Berlin, Eichmann, which
is especially significant.

428
00:25:01,730 --> 00:25:05,760
Here is a letter from
one SS major to another,

429
00:25:05,760 --> 00:25:11,440
two people that knew
each other, and thus it

430
00:25:11,440 --> 00:25:14,780
is a very candid document.

431
00:25:14,780 --> 00:25:18,380
And he's writing more or
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less informally but including

432
00:25:18,380 --> 00:25:23,470
a memorandum of the same date
of discussions that were held

433
00:25:23,470 --> 00:25:27,820
inside Å Ã³dÅ¼ pertaining to
a solution of the Jewish

434
00:25:27,820 --> 00:25:30,280
question, a losung.

435
00:25:30,280 --> 00:25:34,670
Here's that word,
losung, solution.

436
00:25:34,670 --> 00:25:37,790
Now, what was it
the solution to?

437
00:25:37,790 --> 00:25:39,480
The answer was, in
the first instance,

438
00:25:39,480 --> 00:25:42,530
the conditions inside the Å Ã³dÅ¼
ghetto and other surrounding

439
00:25:42,530 --> 00:25:45,170
[INAUDIBLE] of the
so-called [INAUDIBLE],,

440
00:25:45,170 --> 00:25:48,260
which was the province in
which the second-largest ghetto

441
00:25:48,260 --> 00:25:52,640
of Poland was located and the
conditions of starvation which

442
00:25:52,640 --> 00:25:56,570
were beginning to emerge, which
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already had emerged in the last

443
00:25:56,570 --> 00:25:57,770
winter.

444
00:25:57,770 --> 00:26:02,540
And now he addresses
himself in one point,

445
00:26:02,540 --> 00:26:08,090
point four of the
memorandum, to the following.

446
00:26:08,090 --> 00:26:14,030
This winter, meaning the winter
coming up from 1941 to 1942,

447
00:26:14,030 --> 00:26:20,060
there is a danger that not all
of the Jews can be fed anymore.

448
00:26:20,060 --> 00:26:22,630

449
00:26:22,630 --> 00:26:25,970
Now, let us stop right here
and consider this sentence.

450
00:26:25,970 --> 00:26:27,880
It is the Germans in
the first place who

451
00:26:27,880 --> 00:26:29,620
institute the rationing system.

452
00:26:29,620 --> 00:26:31,390
They can always
increase it, but it

453
00:26:31,390 --> 00:26:33,700
is now a given that the
rationing system will not
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454
00:26:33,700 --> 00:26:36,280
be increased because the
Germans never regress.

455
00:26:36,280 --> 00:26:38,170
The Germans, once having
tightened the screw,

456
00:26:38,170 --> 00:26:40,150
are not going to untighten it.

457
00:26:40,150 --> 00:26:42,370
So there is now,
quote, a "danger"

458
00:26:42,370 --> 00:26:45,670
that not all of the
Jews can be fed anymore.

459
00:26:45,670 --> 00:26:51,340
One should weigh honestly if the
most humane solution might not

460
00:26:51,340 --> 00:26:54,520
be to finish off
those of the Jews

461
00:26:54,520 --> 00:27:00,100
who are not employable by means
of some quick-working device.

462
00:27:00,100 --> 00:27:04,940
At any rate, that would be
more pleasant, angenehm,

463
00:27:04,940 --> 00:27:06,405
than to let them
starve to death.

464
00:27:06,405 --> 00:27:08,930

465
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00:27:08,930 --> 00:27:11,600
The Final Solution
in this man's mind

466
00:27:11,600 --> 00:27:14,870
or in the conferees
who met and which

467
00:27:14,870 --> 00:27:17,540
produced this
particular document

468
00:27:17,540 --> 00:27:23,720
was that it would be more
humane to use a gas van,

469
00:27:23,720 --> 00:27:26,750
at least for those Jews who
were not capable of working

470
00:27:26,750 --> 00:27:30,050
and therefore not deserving
of any food whatsoever,

471
00:27:30,050 --> 00:27:33,560
that it was really the
only logical, rational,

472
00:27:33,560 --> 00:27:38,990
and in that context,
expectable thing to do.

473
00:27:38,990 --> 00:27:41,180
And he writes this
letter on July 16,

474
00:27:41,180 --> 00:27:44,640
which happens to be just two
weeks before Goering sends

475
00:27:44,640 --> 00:27:49,110
his Final Solution directive or
authorization to Heydrich That
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476
00:27:49,110 --> 00:27:53,790
is how close in point of time
these two documents appear,

477
00:27:53,790 --> 00:27:59,220
as if minds were working in
the same direction in Poznan

478
00:27:59,220 --> 00:28:01,840
and in Berlin.

479
00:28:01,840 --> 00:28:03,580
And indeed, this is
what is happening.

480
00:28:03,580 --> 00:28:05,900
They are working in
the same direction.

481
00:28:05,900 --> 00:28:07,120
They all look--

482
00:28:07,120 --> 00:28:08,260
They work together.

483
00:28:08,260 --> 00:28:10,270
They work not
necessarily together,

484
00:28:10,270 --> 00:28:13,840
but they work on
the same premises.

485
00:28:13,840 --> 00:28:17,380
And they come to
the same conclusion.

486
00:28:17,380 --> 00:28:20,370
And so it is that when Goering
sends his letter to Heinrich

487
00:28:20,370 --> 00:28:23,340

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



authorizing him to start
the preparations for a final

488
00:28:23,340 --> 00:28:28,290
solution that, quite naturally,
the first thought is,

489
00:28:28,290 --> 00:28:32,420
let us take the Jews
first of the Reich,

490
00:28:32,420 --> 00:28:34,970
of the Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia,

491
00:28:34,970 --> 00:28:40,190
and let us ship them out into
the area which is now the scene

492
00:28:40,190 --> 00:28:43,640
of operations of Einsatzgruppen
because there we have

493
00:28:43,640 --> 00:28:46,670
our [NON-ENGLISH SPEECH]
Einsatzgruppen who already know

494
00:28:46,670 --> 00:28:47,780
what to do.

495
00:28:47,780 --> 00:28:50,150
And that which they have
done to the Lithuanian

496
00:28:50,150 --> 00:28:52,700
Jews, the Russian
Jews they can also

497
00:28:52,700 --> 00:28:56,160
do to the new transports,
which we shall send them.

498
00:28:56,160 --> 00:29:02,500
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So the first thought, indeed, is
to send Jews to Riga, to Minsk,

499
00:29:02,500 --> 00:29:05,170
and to Kaunas.

500
00:29:05,170 --> 00:29:07,210
--where the Einsatzgruppen
we already operating.

501
00:29:07,210 --> 00:29:08,960
--where the Einsatzgruppen
were operating,

502
00:29:08,960 --> 00:29:12,580
where they already operate and
most especially so because they

503
00:29:12,580 --> 00:29:13,720
have the experience.

504
00:29:13,720 --> 00:29:18,070
They have the know
how, and they'll do it.

505
00:29:18,070 --> 00:29:21,370
And that's at the point at
which the transports begin

506
00:29:21,370 --> 00:29:24,700
to roll in the fall
of 1941, before there

507
00:29:24,700 --> 00:29:28,030
is a single camp in existence.

508
00:29:28,030 --> 00:29:31,570
And it is what actually happened
because they killed the German

509
00:29:31,570 --> 00:29:33,220
Jews in Kovno.
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510
00:29:33,220 --> 00:29:34,540
Yes, yes.

511
00:29:34,540 --> 00:29:36,700
As a matter of fact,
we have, of course,

512
00:29:36,700 --> 00:29:40,090
an extremely rare document,
a report from the field

513
00:29:40,090 --> 00:29:46,060
of Einsatzkommando 3, which was
commanded by StandartenfÃ¼hrer

514
00:29:46,060 --> 00:29:49,840
Jager, and here we have in
this extraordinary report

515
00:29:49,840 --> 00:29:53,170
the numbers of Jews killed
in each locality that that

516
00:29:53,170 --> 00:29:55,540
particular commander was
operating in for several

517
00:29:55,540 --> 00:29:56,320
months.

518
00:29:56,320 --> 00:30:01,810
And significantly, we see
with regard to one entry

519
00:30:01,810 --> 00:30:07,930
that for Kovno Fort Nine, Kaunas
Fort Nine, the 25th of November

520
00:30:07,930 --> 00:30:11,860
and the 29th of
November, 1941 these

521
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00:30:11,860 --> 00:30:15,220
are the first killings of
Jews outside of Russia,

522
00:30:15,220 --> 00:30:18,460
the first Jews
coming from Germany,

523
00:30:18,460 --> 00:30:23,310
settlers from Berlin, Munich,
and Frankfurt am Main.

524
00:30:23,310 --> 00:30:26,790
The total killed on the 25th
from those three cities--

525
00:30:26,790 --> 00:30:29,940
2,934.

526
00:30:29,940 --> 00:30:32,790
Then settlers from
Vienna and from Breslau--

527
00:30:32,790 --> 00:30:37,050
the total killed, obviously
a rounded figure, 2,000,

528
00:30:37,050 --> 00:30:40,680
together, 5,000 Jews
killed in November.

529
00:30:40,680 --> 00:30:44,190
November 1941, Jews
from the Reich?

530
00:30:44,190 --> 00:30:47,010
These are Jews from the Reich,
so therefore the Final Solution

531
00:30:47,010 --> 00:30:51,600
has now encompassed not only
Jews found in the territories

532
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00:30:51,600 --> 00:30:55,110
east of the line, which
existed on June 22,

533
00:30:55,110 --> 00:30:58,470
but already it has
become European.

534
00:30:58,470 --> 00:31:02,220
Already, it has taken
victims from the west,

535
00:31:02,220 --> 00:31:04,110
and this is the beginning of--

536
00:31:04,110 --> 00:31:06,490
in November, at the
end of November.

537
00:31:06,490 --> 00:31:09,780
But it is not yet the
point at which this idea

538
00:31:09,780 --> 00:31:12,240
is accepted or acceptable.

539
00:31:12,240 --> 00:31:15,430
The people in the east,
the [NON-ENGLISH SPEECH]

540
00:31:15,430 --> 00:31:19,080
or the Stadt kommissar the
people in charge of these

541
00:31:19,080 --> 00:31:23,370
ruined cities, cannot
understand what is happening,

542
00:31:23,370 --> 00:31:26,460
and they have a vision of
tens of thousands of Jews,

543
00:31:26,460 --> 00:31:29,940
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of hundreds of thousands of
Jews arriving in these ruins

544
00:31:29,940 --> 00:31:31,800
for them to do the job.

545
00:31:31,800 --> 00:31:33,740
And they protested.

546
00:31:33,740 --> 00:31:36,680
They protested from White Russia
and they protested, perhaps,

547
00:31:36,680 --> 00:31:37,880
from other places.

548
00:31:37,880 --> 00:31:38,500
We know they--

549
00:31:38,500 --> 00:31:39,980
Then they protest from Poland.

550
00:31:39,980 --> 00:31:44,330
They protest from everywhere,
not because they are opposed

551
00:31:44,330 --> 00:31:46,850
to killing but because
they are uncertain as

552
00:31:46,850 --> 00:31:48,440
to how many Jews
they will receive.

553
00:31:48,440 --> 00:31:50,780
And they are afraid
of the epidemics.

554
00:31:50,780 --> 00:31:53,240
They are afraid of the overflow.

555
00:31:53,240 --> 00:31:55,040
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They are afraid of
what is going to happen

556
00:31:55,040 --> 00:31:56,900
to the general
population, including even

557
00:31:56,900 --> 00:31:58,940
German occupation personnel.

558
00:31:58,940 --> 00:32:03,415
They're surprised by
this sudden influx.

559
00:32:03,415 --> 00:32:04,790
They don't know
how to handle it.

560
00:32:04,790 --> 00:32:06,860
They haven't made
provision for it.

561
00:32:06,860 --> 00:32:11,480
And significantly enough, from
Hitler's own headquarters,

562
00:32:11,480 --> 00:32:14,930
we see a line, a
single line written

563
00:32:14,930 --> 00:32:17,480
by Heinrich Himmler
in his own handwriting

564
00:32:17,480 --> 00:32:20,420
on the 30th of November,
that is to say,

565
00:32:20,420 --> 00:32:22,640
after these initial
killings have taken place,

566
00:32:22,640 --> 00:32:26,160
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with regard to yet another
transport that has left Berlin

567
00:32:26,160 --> 00:32:27,680
or is about to leave Berlin.

568
00:32:27,680 --> 00:32:31,130
And the two words are
[NON-ENGLISH SPEECH],,

569
00:32:31,130 --> 00:32:34,190
no liquidation of this
particular transport.

570
00:32:34,190 --> 00:32:36,890
How remarkable
for Hitler himself

571
00:32:36,890 --> 00:32:39,020
to have made such a concession.

572
00:32:39,020 --> 00:32:42,650
Clearly, the bureaucracy is
now [NON-ENGLISH SPEECH]..

573
00:32:42,650 --> 00:32:46,640
The bureaucracy now cannot
absorb, cannot carry out,

574
00:32:46,640 --> 00:32:51,800
cannot cope with a sudden
movement which may be hundreds

575
00:32:51,800 --> 00:32:54,110
of thousands, which
could be millions,

576
00:32:54,110 --> 00:32:58,310
and which obviously is going
to burden a few thousand people

577
00:32:58,310 --> 00:33:00,320
in the field.
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578
00:33:00,320 --> 00:33:01,470
And from that moment--

579
00:33:01,470 --> 00:33:03,050
They have to invent
something else.

580
00:33:03,050 --> 00:33:06,330
--they have to invent
something else.

581
00:33:06,330 --> 00:33:08,330
And the first thing, of
course, that they invent

582
00:33:08,330 --> 00:33:11,390
is still provided by that same
office, the Reich Security Main

583
00:33:11,390 --> 00:33:13,370
Office, the
Reichssicherheitshauptamt.

584
00:33:13,370 --> 00:33:17,590
That's the gas van,
the gas van, which

585
00:33:17,590 --> 00:33:21,130
is a simple van holding
70 people at a maximum

586
00:33:21,130 --> 00:33:25,630
with a carbon monoxide exhaust
inside the van and in which--

587
00:33:25,630 --> 00:33:28,360
they already have produced
some for the Einsatzgruppen--

588
00:33:28,360 --> 00:33:31,000
the women and the children
are being killed so that
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589
00:33:31,000 --> 00:33:35,320
the sensibilities of the
Einsatzgruppen personnel, who--

590
00:33:35,320 --> 00:33:38,470
it must be remembered--
were a little--

591
00:33:38,470 --> 00:33:41,415
[NON-ENGLISH SPEECH]

592
00:33:41,415 --> 00:33:48,000
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