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Bauer, all I would like you to

tell us somethix >ﬂout yourself. As'a Holocaust

Holocaust?

No, not at wa.
mx;m .
Holocaust itselsf win fact I arrived

before the Seco rld War with my pa

I spent a very nd quiet childhoo

Palestine ~ the

central event sh history - certa

modern times, a robably much longer # #™that,
' [Tt A
As I wanted to Wewish historian, thet¥s what

mw%m
I did.

Lzechoslovakia, when I was 12

years old. My f§ Ywas a member of the Zionist

movement there, . We got out on the last day'

before the Germ dme in -~ in fact we came out on

the day

In '39? E




B. In '39,

But you could have been involved in the Holocaust.

I certainly could have been involved, and in fact

-

the Nazis boarded the train as we were leaving

‘field? From a hdman, point of view?
N
I think what mage me deal with the Holocaust was a -

long discussionmﬁmhw% with Rabbi Kortner(?) in

A

about 1964 or 15? %I was doing Palestinian Jewish
mg . i [ — )
g BiStory - Zionig

Something compldA

coe completgly

the Holocaust,

wast-

Yes?
"If you're scar
i With" .

"now since how long?

e
rﬂm@ﬁ
BT

Ly

S
[ _mean you

T e PR
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Now I have been working at it for about 13, 1k

Jorre Pty
= How would you chara

iing, very difficult, because.

gF

it involves me‘eh fk,£a11y; on the one hand, if

BRI

bod o ‘ |

gﬂ %m«% you rid yourselfm@;ﬁmﬁnotion there is nothding to

\'W ,&’-?mw

mEEE work on, but on. thes®ther hand, if you allow your
R RARTIOEE

emotions to overcome  you, you cannot do any further

—

Fou have to find somewhere in

for myself but

a film, to all

that this is not

dry and ‘scient]

s ol
st can deal with this?

Do you think théat iople who were not éiﬁh. 1y inv-

2
S

s rml‘i; Y2 )
if you want somehow to transmit it to the next
- .

generation, yo:W§§§2 to find a way which will be
5 e

as near as pos;%@%g?to emotional involvement and
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‘éyet at the same time will give an objective dim-

kK

=% ansion to it.

But you admit'th;ﬁ ¥s a trend today, among the

e U -
g- Wﬁg obscene in deal@ggﬁgﬁth such...
o st

=Rgegy Yes, well, the peqﬁ&& who say that are, on the

Pmmmw\

other hand, the ones_who talk.

2
osrieZun et

They talk much.

They talk a greaﬁmdﬁal, and T feel that they have

silent then the wﬁaﬁem

-

ee a warning to the“ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁh people

%

then you haj gg do

something to save it in such a way thatgiggﬁéll

Rt
mean somethlng ior the next generatlon.%ﬁﬁhypu
§ Mﬁ*‘“‘”
have to find a
and the objecti¥e&
Yes. And what d gyzféthink of such an undertaking(?)
as mine, to trywhg;;ake_a film out of it?

That's exactly w “ﬂagou are doing. You are doing

exactly what I

Wﬂmﬁi@ v
smemem®  emotions out ofm$h®m@eople, but you do it on an

objective plane. You ask questions, and you compare

s3] .
%ms fE the answers in,{%&%ﬁgilm. So what you are really

Vv
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Fotrrizian e ot done.

Jif you noticed
= People towards
¥ question of the;

~ Yes, very defin

. large number of %@%ﬁ?e who survived froﬁgmgggn
y , —
» from Holland, f#ﬁ;g§§¥saw - and those wdr udenrite

—_— RS,
= Which, especialbymﬁmjiodz and Holland, were of the

= very negative kin
#

Jﬁcursing: it was

-5~ _ BAUER 1

BB fdoing is part of the job that I think has to be

Yes » Ok .

@ '

&

- RS
" EPRIRERRIRA

Now I would 11ke‘%5m§p discuss -~ in general terms

&mm

. first - the question of the Judenridte. I would

who came from t

opposed to fhe ’u-enrate. There was a réﬁg&i}

,L.,af«

“and there was a tendency to
generalise. The-% %Judenrat' became a term of

kusation. You didmn't ha#e to .
explain anythin{ﬁ just said 'Judenrat' and it
was an aocusatio;- e research we have been into

has contributed o & change in the atmosphere,
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?where people first of all begin to understand what

" the conditions were that the Judenrite were work-

y - the main point - is

the impossibility to generalise
!e Judenrédte altogether. There

many different examples,

J that the attemptﬁ%w generalise becomes very, very
£

TR
@@"‘K@‘ difficult indeedgaseses
B (?ﬁ ) a2
ﬂém What do you mean( G
IEENRDR
@&m%%Judenrate'V
hio i e
B, _fI mean the kind

pi

g Eas an example.

"—‘eﬁ L)
ﬁ had a complianc
TR p

* you talk about ‘negafive

was on, the stril

%ﬂﬂﬁm The Germans deman @d? the

e
AR \EIRTRD

ﬁg Q%Dutch Judenrat iﬁj _ rvene with the Dutg%iiirkers

éﬁﬁa%BThe Dutch Judenrqf, brfoke the strike. This is how

gmmmﬂ
!

-
e

5 quite different
Chaim Runkowski(m

save the Jews of LodZ by making them the slaves
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~He had a policy

ideology said tHi

DI EE

" went to the Rabbis in Lodz - we have one very

definite_case oﬁmﬁhﬁg - and asked them whether what

he was doing was xect. He got the support of the
ronsats oy v i .

% upport of the &lite of the

vacuum - he was®

responsible fo
where they were

into the hands %@mmhe Germans,

Can you go iﬁtéﬁ@fﬁ% detail about this}==T"
B S K =N %mm

t+ was happening in Auschwitz

“

g. Runkowski knew what was

dtz; we know this from a discus-

Gl
AR

~mfith a German Christian -~ I

discussion bet®

Runkowski, andgfn,
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y clear that Runkowski knew what the Nazi policy was.

-

The man was not Frederick Hilsche?

_Hilsche, yes. Arng report...

He met Runkowskﬂ%@emsonally? No, he met Leo Rosen-
Bolice.
and he met Runkowski, personally

yes. The problem,y, ¥ pave is that after this discus-

sion the children,

s

re delivered to the Nazis.
asfﬁ"’& |

The Germans askéii=for them...

The Germans asked fog the children and they were

delivered to th so he knew exactly what was

happening. His peligwswas, through the Germén

bureaucracy in :,;.' o keep the ghetto gigyﬁg saying

"If you destroy

ghetto, all these w ﬁfr% will

not be working £ the Germans any more.m?ﬁggs a fact

e

about this - I call it a policy

k? Why did they think in such
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logic of modern society, where economics is a very

central problem - and the Germans were very hard

%ﬂmmmm Pressed in 1943@?

Hngs - just to throw away all

1944 to get uniforms, weapons

nds of slave labourers would

’E\’lﬁ.ﬁ
é;gf;% be silly. So R ikﬁfdvi in Lodz, and Barch in

Bialystok, and Genz @n Vilna, and not very many

&W%‘B
%ﬂgﬁ@ oﬁhers... B N%

5 s
F’ﬁ{éﬂu 2 o

And Merin in Sosnovets...?

an prove,

for 1nstance in

%confront "We get gimwggmportant

el

..u‘,‘- - what shall i ‘ﬂxf? Shall

1 we not destroy 1§§mﬂ

is was

by direct orders from Himmler.

*the Spring of 194k, in Lodz,

“%om July 1944 to January 1945

™ on the Wisla rigfgw“ if they had advanced, like they

J did in 1945 in Jas

axry, in 3 days, and conquered

Y Lodz, they would™Bawe rescued 69 000 Jews., And
]

wowld have thought then that
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somewhere., But as s, he was a murderer. He was
: = a2

. a murderer, there. jno doubt about it. And when he -

ooy

was shlpped to ﬁkm%mﬁltz, a Jewish figure from the

”‘! T, 7(
underworld in Ldﬁ%ﬁiﬁbm he had sent personally to

told, the witness after the

war, and it was .published quite recently.

I know, buf the several.es

. _ =
ees Several verss but I think that gié%ﬁ% true

version.

But they were. vel ear in their thoug

RIRBER

way - peoble lik&=Rynkowski, Genz ~ the pletures they
ﬁ%ﬁlm oy,

deliver of the...

you see
Germans, Merin WaTt to co-operate with the
Germans, Barasc not. Barasch supported...

SRR TR

But I think we must try to go deeper, because there

m

was not inside etto a situation of potential
tde 5T _

[ ]
[

R
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civil war, like for instance in occupied countries

1ike France and other countries. Let's take France:

permanent struggle, even if not

n the bourgeoisievand the workers,

ce, the French bourgeoisie’ ,

collaborated w%ﬂ ‘?e Germans - r'a big part bf'it -

because they p§:ff:§ed this, they had a klnd of

t with them. One cannot say this

ideological agrmmmw
fu)

was the case i@ﬁggv " ghetto.

;_ference between what I call

e rer et i e

aboratlon. Collaboratlon is

. S A s pemereT it ie

_V&W”tlflcatlon between the group or

s and the Nazis. They agree

5N;%1s to

T, .
%@%L. Gansreiche.

g@mmﬂ " Gansreich. Tqigﬁﬁ%ers want the war t

R®:voss

gﬁ%;m don't want tH@WQegmans to win althoug s&me of them
. RS

will win; . they don't want them

they

want to save the Jews somehow

%m

h%ﬂ& m@

g

-qhe war. Because at the end of the

¢ peace and the_situation will be

ﬂbRunkowski's idea., This is Genz's

'érasch's idea. And Barasch is

idea, this is

ian army tovcome_quickly to rescue.

expecting the Ru%s

I
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~

s the Russian army to come and liberate France or

im

Norway! There is st difference there. So the

Jews are forced"&omg“operate. And these Judenrite.

that want to sa e #thd Jews through~slav§ml§pggg;ww3

are operating o glcal basis which, in the case

. S N . R
a3 ST e

- gmw of the Na21s, df_;

a0 bt s o

work because the hatred of the

s not based on economic or
ideological and quasi-

the end was murder. They

e s e e e ST

wanted *o save wSmmmmy as possible, you see, and

@‘;? t
Mmmz Barasch (for ing

mm%mm ships with the

Bialystok had relatlon-

Wi

% w
R EESINNAR

SR
-

to save as many Ppeo

o s A g R N I T

he knew how, Whereas Runkowski
e bty e st 0w

o

AL e TN B A NN

and he was doing everything

there -~

o SNSRI v 2

—

T 5 ey . . .
see, these cases of rescue through labour are not
that many. Ther%i;f@%a few very clear examples, but

A I I SO " i
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ce Warsaw: there is very

¥

ere was an economic activity,
3

+he Germans = Schulz and others

1

:§y Jews illegally, underground.

ne of this in Lublin, you had

gz yﬁ%You had practica
i% certainly

sy Very 1ittle of 17 Lvov and other places,

s a rebellious ghetto...

: TR e .
mmme none of it in Minsk, which wa

gm&Q%‘So here too, ifsymmMﬁry to make 2 stereotype of it

it doesn't work.e

[Rrp s s S

Tenrite. We d

There were othe jscussed Holland,

we discussed Lo
Judenrat like, stance, in Siaulial

. . - :
Lithuaniae. Therg,gtgr ghetto P
mgxisg no doubt about

opulatioﬁ

=pabour, but on a aifh

smany people and idenk

By

s gt -
ficceed? In Siauliai too&%here

ions, andkthey gave the people

too.
Jo to the labour; they tried to

They gave the

4The difference between Lodz

_uliai is tremendous, because in

when they heard about the

the action against the children -
T j,cemen around .to the families to

53

manage

The fact that they did mnot




to save them is a second problem. What we are

discussing is

hip. It was
b °

‘nsfis the intention. It's the:

are discussing, The outcome

ﬁere, as far as the chlldren

it worked

u11a1 and Kovno _were the two

s s »—w.w,-.-«u. A o)

ern Europe. In July 1944 they

could, coo Eerat

5 e Scucn;

1th the Jew1sh pollc'

RSN i

on the side of €sistance, This is somg%ﬁing
M

SR R

" again unique, i
»\p e,

y because there were not
"—"'\.A-....ﬂ

Wt st

e the Jewish

e enen ¥ o n s s sk i, =

Stance against the Nézi§, You

Police acted on

jority of the inhabitants of the

ed, including Elkis - but the
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didn't want to be a leader, he was forced to

.

be a leader.

where you have 0 000 Jews and a leader who was

put there by p lcident ~ Leo Myschkin(?) - who,

the moment he ) head of the Judenrat, began. to

help in organising=#rmed resisitance. And this is

@m@mﬂm

not a small ghe ngﬁy it is the fourth largest gheffo

in Europe, 80 000 people. We don't know to this day

i‘fi
ﬁammﬁé

exactly how man but approximately 10 000 Jews

were smuggled owk=efi Minsk into the forest.

So you have fro :land, Lodz, Bialystok, Siauliai
and Kovno to Mi a whole gamut of co
different reac

Judenrat, whethe

GeR

a reglon or a co S
2

5
a slightly dlfferent policy from any ogi Lou
are not two Juden "%t that are
ﬂw
':the attempts made a the war

And how do you -in these different positions?

Only from the leadegs?
No, no. Not ong #gm the leaders, although when
s

Vilna and Kovno, which had the
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% whether there w

. Belgium, for ing

Holland has thou#d}

¥ Soviet movement

; not in the overags

R R SR RVEDY EPEPIR)
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= Judenrite is completely different. You begin to

wonder whether i ot very much a question\bf

the character of?ﬁﬁémleaders, and indoubtedly that

: Minsk, for instance, had.
forests. And ‘the gas. a beginningiof:a partisan

wthe end of 1941, This is not

¥ the case in Centﬁg&mkithuania, and certainly not

in Lodz, not to &peale of Holland. So you had a

completely diffﬁggntﬁnon—Jewish‘ local environment;

also slightly dif

civilian Governmers

in Holland, where,.the civilian Governmenwjgzz
2 e

of SS men in Holl

d &g

sthe=Berman
N

Jews to escape, E

Belgian resistagz

B L e s E TR



%mewain the first 'Ka@®

-17- BAUER 4

mmg‘r*find in Eastern Europe, especially in Poland, that
g iz

. | .

%fwww%The people themsi

period of the fi

@éy m& high proportion

o
fcna o %&

‘exactly what thdi

ﬁ;together, but of,

S happened’ And .fx:,

found that they 3

T, . . p ;-.;‘;1,.‘) &
3 in- the economic fps

other words,

gﬂm w the point of hai

tay long?
% No, some of themmsibayed for a very long time. Some

% of them stayed t;llﬂ%he destruction.

After the first
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Germans usually chose people

$them, and there the proportion

d with the Germans to

sperate

the point of han&% _over people
"-the-situation‘th

was much highere.

e~Judenr5ta

1nd ?ﬁat whether.they.resisted or

to hand over 1

were in, you £

igts or whether

-1ists, the possibilities, the
“ihey could do is extremedy 1imited.

They were par

historian colle

governments
& Germans'

gelf: How many dnch mayors resisted th
call to send h. slave workers to Gexmany after

% many Czech officials objected'
Yithe Germans' designs to send

ands of Czech workers to German

the.conditions were completely

In Holland, when they sent

obody knewmthat'
many Dutch people

But n
s to Germany,

the Dutch
were utterly convinced that they would never see
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Poland, in Warsayg

PRIEY

ﬁgggrebelllon, when
E«fﬁ;‘zmmw

R e

=s did was: Lwvov, £

fittustons it

Judenrat in Lvov

Let me tell you a

- Clear:

In Eastern Gali coremsti

BAUER 4

You had the same situation in

r the big Polish rebellion

I German policy, dbggoﬁsly.
S DT

story which, I

sed to hand over J¢€ 8r
destruction, slave lab He
SRR

sput a second one in, andswhen

rere Oor cooperate wit;%%?%”ﬁermans

think, makes this

.of these 128
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, Judenrdte, which I mentioned before. The place is

called Kosov Uzursky(?). It was a small Jewish

town,vand there : Judenrat there. The Jews were

™ in an area in thg - it wasn't really a ghetto -
and the Germans 1from a neighbouring town to

Kosov, - At least, that is what

destroy the Jew’“
the Jeﬁs of Koér’ ot by telepﬁone from that
néighbouring towgr= 1 '
~ Kolomyya to Kosov to%k about 25 mlnutes, half an hour

by car., The Jud

w» warn all the Jew

Kosov, 4 Judenra

em. became

Q;EW

faint . - underst ¥:§ly so - and the # told

. Sy v
ou with us, you are too weak",

him '"We cannot
So they sent hin 1ide, and the three people in
remained to meet éke Germans.
ellion, tﬁere ﬁere no arms. The
environmént wasmUk;;?nian, and the Ukrainians hated
ated with the Germans -~ there

the Jews and co

on a large scale. They dug

was nowhere to hi

bunkers and places tg hide in. What they did was'the

only thing they historian I think
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the action of these three people in Kosov was a
heroié action. So you have that as against Hoiiand.
You have that at the opposite end 6f the scale to
the Dutch case.

I am thinking of the casevof'Géﬁz, for instance.

In one of the speeches he delivered - he didn't

stop talking, that man, because he wanted to explain

wvhat he was doing, he wanted to explain his policy
toithe Jews and ask for‘theif understanding - the
beautiful speech he gave to the intelléctugls of
Vilna, when he said "I am the one with the dirty
hands, You will get ouf of this very cleanly."
Could you talk about this?‘ |

Yes. That is another Judenrat poliéy which was
engaged by some Judenrat heads-(and Genz was one

of them) to sacrifice a minority, as they hoped,

. in order to save a majority, so they hoped. In the

speech you mentioned Genzbwas justifying the
action of the Vilna Jewish police in the ghetto
of Osniany, where the Nazis cage<in with Jewish
police help to kill old people.

And the Jewish police participated in the killing.
And the Jewish police»participated ih the killing.

Well, they didn't actually kill, but they helped

the Germans to select the old people and handed them

over to be killed. Genz justified it by saying "If

I hadn't done’thaf, they would have taken women

L T
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and children." This kind of policy was done not
only by Genz. There were a few others who didiit.
too. A very similar éase,happened in Viina, iﬁ
that.very same ghetto: the head of the Jewish
resistance movement was there - a Jewishﬂcommpnist
by the name of Itzi Gritenberg. He had been elected

head of the Jewish resistance movement. Apparently

~a Lithuanian communist was caught by the Germans

outside fhe ghetto, and he told the story about
Gritenberg. The Germans démanded-tﬁat Gritenberg‘
be delivered to them. Genz knew thét Grifenbefg
was in the ghetto, he had met him, and He demaﬁded

that Gritenberg be handed over.

The Nazis demanded that Gritenberg be handed over

to them...

This means the Nazis knew ther; was an underground
movement in the ghetto... )

They kneﬁ there was an underground mdvement in the
ghgtto..;

And Genz was the head of the ghetto...

Genz was the head of the ghetto, and they demanded

of Genz that they wanted the head of the Jewish

. underground, the communist Itzi Gritenberg, to

be handed over to them. Genz was faced with a
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problem of either resisting the Germans éé
acceding to their demands. He called in the h;ads
of the Jewish underground, whom he knew... |

He knew who they were?

He knew exactly who they were. They went in td”him,
and he demanded that they find Gritenberg and

hand him over to him, Genz. They refused. Genz
organised the ghetto against the jewish underground,

and you have here a case where the underground

resistance faced not only the Judenraf, it faced-

- the whole Jewish population. Because the Jewish

population saw that if.Gritenberg was ﬁot handed .
6ver to the Nézis, the Nazis would come and,destroy
the ghetto. This is the way Genz presented it to
them, and probably it is not far from’fhe7€ruth.
The fact that in the end Gritenberg was handed
over to the Germans and the Germans nevertheless

destroyed the ghetto is beside the point.

And the population started to demonstrate?

The population demanded the handing over of
Gritenberg to the Germans. Inkthe stfeets of the
ghetto - and the ghefto was very small - whoever
looked as though he couid be a member of the ﬁnder—
ground was aftacked, pushed.and shouted at, Peoplé
of whom they more or less knew they hust beléng to
the underground were in sérious'trouble. The

question really became one of a decision for the
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underground: eitﬁer to . yield and hand ovéf the
commander of the underground to Genz, which meant
to-the Germans, or to rebel., To rebel meant not
only against the Germans andlagainst‘Genz,.bﬁt
against the ghetto, against the populatién, against
the very population whom they wanted to lead
against the Germans.

C.L. This means they would have been a kind of ‘avant -
garde' without any support?

B. An 'avant-garde' without any support whatsoevef.
Left in front without anyone to follow them. Never-
theless, they could not bring themselves to make.
their decisibn. According to material we now have,.
it was apparently.a decision of the Communist Party
cell that forced»the.issue by having the repreSent-
atives of the Communist ?arty in thelleaderéhip
of the underground support the handing over...

- C.L. As far as I know, Gritenberg himself was as
mistrustful of his comrades as he was of Genz and
the Judenrat. He was hiding alone.

B, He was really alone. But he accepted - {his is the
information we now have from people who were
members of the communist cellxand participated‘in
the decisioﬁ -~ they say Gritenberg was not in agree-
-ment, but he accepted the decision of the cell.

C.L. Yes, but it was not only a decision of the communist
cell, it was the decision of the whole underground.

B. Yes, but I think it is quite clear they would not
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have decided to hand over Gritenberg if tﬁey had
not been supported by the communist cell.
C.L. All right, but I don't think it is exactly the
point, whether the Communists decided this or
not - the fact is that the whole resistance movement..
B. But the interesting thing ié that in their decision
the communist cell reflected thé view of the whole‘
underground at that point.
C.L. They were really united.,
B. ~They were united, but they waitedbfbr the ce11 to
decide because he was one of their members. Then
it came to a discussion in'the'ggnéral meeting of
the leaderiship and the decision was taken. And
Witenberg handed himself over to the...
C.L. No, it's not so simple; they said "Witenberé has
to surrender'", and they went té him, és far as I
know., He didn't want to - he fought for one night.
He didn't want to go. He knew he.was gping to his
death.
~B. I am talking about after that. In other words,
vafter that night., I made it short, you are right,
there was first a decision, they went to him, he
objected, there was a long discussion, and then
what decided the issge was the decision of the
cell, They went back, he agreed to acdept the dec-~-
ision of his own comrades. He did not égree with

it but he accepted it. And he handed himself over.
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I think what comes out in this episode ...
It was a kind of lesson..

Yeés. I think what comes out very clearly-isvthe

N I M gt ey o

they want to rignt,

They are parallél. They have points of meeting;
You have another case, which is even clearer, in
Bialystok, In February 1943, the Germans tolgqg
Barsch they would deport 5 000 J;ws,’and the
underground had to decide whether to rebel or not,
There is g terrible discussion, anﬁ they decide in
the end: '"No, because if we wait for another few

weeks we will have more arms and the rebeliion

will be greater. If the Germans take only 5 000,

we won't febel." So in effect they sacrificed 5 000
Jews in order, so to speak, to make a rebellion

for the whole ghetto,
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+«+ This was one of the great dilemmas of the resistance

Pr NG, o : ¢

It was a terrlble

X

§'""We will prepare ourselves

+e.because they %

g to resist, but ﬁ£é£i§111 we start?" and they said-

[l ezs

gee "On the day of thg, ldquidation”.
& E nm"um

sBaseg Exactly. But nobg? nows what the liquidation is.
;%5

m{m &mm

: And in Bialystok, the 5 000 Jews who were supposed

woccurred. Or, to be precise,
Aesistance group ing;ﬁg:§stok
o 5 mg

i, in February, wit

ees and no rebell

a small part of

# nevertheless rebel

S
there wagﬁ%izaccept~

Judenratgﬁﬁéiz;

You can't call‘i

oA AT A S A

i

e

w2 I8 e

accept In Bialy®#t Tenenbaum was in touch with

g T
wﬁm@ Barasch -~ it

decision., I'll ¢ gy OU another example of the same

SIETEREEAY,
|

mwmmmfthing: in a smalkﬂp&ace neavr V11na, two young

PR TR
w:% Jews escaped to the forest. This is an area not too
[

-y o
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, night., They went and hid, and the Germans came to

the Judenrat and _said "If these two people don't

come back we ar :going to execute. all ﬁhe
The message was given to
fand they decided not to come

nd not to hand themselves

¥
T

EPHE”  The next day 150 Jews from
gﬁmzr-& Sy .
the village weremikflled. This was the type of

SRR

dilemma which the registance faced. The Germans
Provey

'made them colle

ghetto, the whol

Bobine 142
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We've talked ab e fact that in certain respects

and in certain the conditions imposed on the
Judenrat and on Vesistance forced both sides
to adopt simila

course there is .
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g .t .
udenrdte that were resistance,

; talking about those.

%MM%Tha, or in other c

but we are not

-

In the case of Bialystok, or

‘the resistance realised
out, They aécepted the
ing killed by the Nazis,
e reaction to that kind

Thereé was no other,

FEOHEd be killed.

2

&

B, m&g@é&hemselves too,
@EMW‘

:i Police do?

Osniani,

Ccipate in“thekshooting?

didn't have weapo

ns, §
G
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knowledge.

-

"Many Jews regard me as a traitor", Genz said,

"and many of yo ongder why I am showing myself at

this literary gé 'ng. I, Genz, led you to death,

and I, Genz, waltes Fescue Jews from death. I,

Genz, order the tering.of malinés" (that's the

™ hiding places)" d™ Genz try to get more food
and more work aﬂﬁmﬁﬁge certificates for the ghetto.

nds, and the whole %?

ith 100"(meaning thgt g

ARSI

He is addressin%m;pe intelligentsia of
ghetto: ... you gke
in our ghetto, ‘
survive the gheé
a clear cohscie:'

survive 1 will

2
R

blood. Blood will ru§ from my hands., Neverthless,.

S

I would be willxgp
[Cic

: Eﬁ stand at the bar of judgment
before Jews., I wogngsay_I did everything to.

LR

rescue as many Jews gs I could, and I tried to lead




~31- BAUER 6

them to freedom. In order to save even a dmall
part of the Jewish people, 1 alone had to lead
) hs, In order to ensurevthat

an consciences, I have to

allow-in £ilth".

claratlon.

I think first .mi%l this is
sia. "You have YO

an attack on the

ur clean hands,

Jewish 1ntell5¥@h%
%ﬁm'ﬁirty work that has to be done;

ﬁ@mgé it, and 1 am doing it. T hove

to save a SsecC ,of the Vilna ghetto...“
RERERARIN

R
brcreantens e

you don't do

somebody has

convinced that by his policy

B

b%? all of
i
the. They

LA

v different we kndy

them insis the saving of the ¥
fry, because

said youth: 

Well, it's

g of course - a continuation of

% tion from previous times; during

the time o Pusibdué Tsars,. the Jewish communities in

2
3 youngsters to the Russian army,

semeS which meanf””*”her death or conver51on»away from

%F&?%er to save the splrltually valuable

too, you- had the

Judaism,

youths ofgghaw%ommunity, There,




did
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sacrifice of some in order to save...to save who? .
In those days it was to save the-intelligent, rich,

yYoung populathi T the Jewish'community; Here the

concentration .the-youth; all the Jewish

parties and gge ghad this orientation on young
People. There g 5 doubt about that‘ And it was
the hope of tH@@@j%eaders to save Youngsters in
that way, ﬁ@%gx

But again, I éﬁ” Fraid that if we overempha31se

Genz, and BarQ§ﬁaW§and Runkowski, the impréssioh

5

is
part of the p

that picture t§

case, it is th of Slovakia, whe
Judenrat which;
the deportatiof
groups of Jews%whmmwanted to save_the_ﬁ
ity - not‘oﬁe gggg:%f it, the whole of%
8 ways: b¥ negotiations, but

not tions; by trying to Pay money

to the Slovak ézQQZEment (Slovakia was a puppet

work camps for Jews in

Slovakia, Theremwﬁwﬁyou had that emphasis on

{5 R,

youth, but in J%d@f?érent setting altogether. The

B3 CEETARY

youth will worksssdhrey will give the Slovaks the

furniture or whatev@% they produce in these camps,
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. and as a result of their work the whole comhunity

" will be saved. That same Judenrat also, in 1943

s

j ™ and even in 194
%‘m@

ed to smuggle arms to the

Jews in these cam Thisg is a completely diff-

* erent policy, a there is also that concentr-

. can take the ghe fof Minsk, or the small ghettos
» Of Wolinia and lorussia, where the Judenridte -
some of the Jude“

’!organise the yo

forests and fig

R TITE

. You wanted to S?% and I think it has ch,

¥

=, about the differeng

« Yes, I think whaﬁ%W%vflnd in the ghettos of
QRIS

" EBastern Europeviggﬁgilso partly in the West, is
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! The Jewish youth movements... They had not partic-

-

ipated in the life of the adult community. The

Nazi conquest foF

attention to the

» they had to try'

in their educat

ulation in its gfruggle for life. Thls is really

what the re51st&mﬁ&mﬁeant These youngsters, who

and in other pldk
interest at all;
community. And
was so slow in

around them,6 - i

freed themselves

established a n:

T

They had nothing to do with

the life in Easﬁ@?ﬂ“%uropean Jewish communities -

this was old,

m
were Communists = g

This is a very %i: *tant point too...

ey rebelled against it., If they

e
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If they were mem@ wof the Zionist youth move~ .

o gge@nywhere else - they Jrould come after them as time
éﬁm&ig '

R -,went on. e

(it R

i
iﬁ:ﬁ; It was a real rupture

PO S rp D]

i1t Wwas a completéd™®

to build a

the Jewish

S

SN =
@gﬁgzwere not their b@

fogether and people began to
e fate of the community in
was no escape.

hated the most.
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B. To be part of that community, precisely. They were
| forced into it. And when they discussed what to do,

some of them - there was a discussion in Vilna

= ¢hetto and in Bi: ok ghetto and in Cracow, where

people said "Loof should we stay here? We have

hto protect our .

ement, We have to protect
scape to the forests, let's

what will happen to the

i L presesn ,
mmmmm%communlty will h?%g%& to the communlty. We can't
P e
G s o]

help it in any case'.

A tESres e

There were even 'who said "Our aim is Palestine.
“r A v . .

"We have tf

There was certaig

for whatever, save the

#majdrity in the end stayed,
forest they went to the"
f;tto', so to speak, taking

ey could., When you go eastwards
\ewisﬁ partisans, in Belo-

#u had about 25 000 Jews who

TSt to fight., Not all of them
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imanaged to fight, but 25 000 people escaped...

" Because there wer@=fagests. Elsewhere there were
& _mo forests,
' ee{?)eeeocondit
. You had whole cog”» I;ies escaping, families

u €5caping. This was a ifferént situation altogether.

é%%%@Yés, go on., I tht
e

f this was very important. This

A

“= was the case of Smolay for instance.

s R

_the case o%ﬁSmJ%arin Minsk is, I think,

g AR ARl S

ame as a Communist into an

ad}been Soviet, in Minsk. He

was willing to d.t

e O RS B R R S A 0o o

1 in favour of armi

s A Rl b

"of the fence, ing

rms, if p?ssible, because it
be accepted in the forest
*%ithout the arms. It was in
rea, where you had whole

ght - the so-~called 'family
skci brothers and others.

“FPhe discussion between the

Tyouth; it's important to

 people of the Jey

BTN
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ﬁmeption that some of them said "What is thé'use

R

¥ of rescuing ourselves if there is no Jewish pebple'

= Pehind us?"

All right, let méﬂgﬁminto that., You had a very

clear case of tha September 1942 in Warsaw.

pa )

In fact, after the_ feat deportations from the

X:Warsaw ghetto, £ the people who.formed the

giMng resistance grouggg,qgght there was no use in

mww

= e CArTrying on anyslan@mr, and they wanted to commit

suicide, It was Arteg Zuckermann(?) and Sylvia

(?) and a few others who

changed their vigwggewho said "It is our task to’

rt of the ghetteé %gdﬁzg
e

And the irony is

big Jewish massés
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L]

weme Y@ sponsible for it were killed. So there was no

~

¢ any kind of armed action

ations in any case.

SPAPEHOCEOYTIS

[Baicomnseis ol
ﬁgwﬁy groups in the s

i ] T
e

re51stance 1s due to ]

PR

he fact that they were: still

TN g

mias i BV o

identified withf“

2R . .
asses of the Jewish, F:ﬁlatlon

not prepared any %fi%mﬁof

.around them, The

"“gmeaningful resi - it was far away ‘P

their whole bac :d, their history, i

traditions.

. And they were liying together.

SHRTREREES

.Yes, and the attempb

t beginnings. Theﬁmﬁhm deportations came and“tne
(BT 7]

leader, Josef K._»"”was_caught by the Germans and

it was killed; by puﬁe accident the organiser,

Braslav, was ca
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The Jews realised that the others had been
ow it before; it suddeniy
mpnsness that all these masses
b of people ware and they began accusing
m.themselves for ® let them go. This formed
a good backgrouh: ) the resistance to get the
oy e s o) . :
support of thos%ﬁzxgwremained, the 55 000, for

an action of resistance against the Germans...
" ;

There was a real %
essand the resuj

neutralised, th

a unity came in%

group and the ma

the

The i) 1 d
act

8

OK, us to talk about how it

e thing: the knowledge of what
ope reached the whole Western
1estine, until 1942 in a way in

nowledge was there. You had

which all detailed

news about pogpo in this place, and murder in

LR

this place, and dév riptions of ghettos. All this

RN
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iyou can find in newspapers - in the New York -

~

i " Times or in Palestinian Hebrew newspapers at that

IROKE Nt A

wememm time., But nobodyl it together into a plan. It

was unthinkable.;J

gmmﬁgThere was no preg

accept the idea

s and therefore people couldn't

at today we know to have been

« the Holocaust.

g:; : Ein November 1942g=
#mmesmand children, Pa

:’stine the real rupture came

a group, 1argely of women

here in November, and they

74 told personally t

“knew everything. #F

.the Holocaust, afif

from not
“a shock.
SN

took the
lost» e
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LR

T

a very well-kno tnalist who complains about

He said: "Don't those
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il and about a quarter-million massacred Jews feel

-

;And in July 1942 ! aiGrEenbaum, who was in charge
with T
nof relations/Je the Diaspora on behalf of the

mﬁﬁnge was a very imporkisant member of the Jewish
i m,;gg:ﬁ g

e
R A ZeNCY e o o

gmmmesw erated”", This same Greenbaum,

R,

=because of the tHAY

m&*}ﬁ&&

'not want to make

Palestine, which gy




e
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Palestine in July, that the Jews were beiné killed

in Poland, and there was a letter from Lichtheim,

the representative

the Jewish agency in Switz-
erland, who was g nly one of Greenbaum;s'
correspondents t this in very clear language:
that the Jews w ing systematically killed in

"”,Europe. The rep“ ovareenbaum to Lichtheim is

because in his qiggﬁzto Lichtheim he said he didn't

believe him. The facf is he did not make Lichtheim's

letter public, to the Jewish agency exec-
utive, or to the

were.,

I think the rea

to believe what

to Greenbaum himgself, who felt himself rospomsible

g ;Famm %@r‘? -
m LOT not having repoaed what he knew beforegsand

5

because in November these

children) came, who were

from Germany, from Belgium,

France. They came here and told the story of

3
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the Holocaust. They saw it. And suddénly, all of

a sudden, from one day to the other, there was a

shock to the who J;pulation. Newspapers'appeared
the reaction of the agency
Ae leadership of the newspaperé,

was responsible for rescue

actions)... A
[ =

It must be saidﬁ%ﬁgf he was the head at that time...
«:m’ﬂ'

' IENR TR
eee 0Ff the rescue committe. But I will say some-
)

thing about that«sima moment, because it is not

as simple as thét.

] was responsible. And the
payi itk .

in his activities, and in
fact in the actfyi

altogether,

N

@Yl He talked exactly™Mike the Americans, like the
ough victory'",
Precisely. That ‘-~*¥he attitude of Greenbaum,

One must, howem%i%& %erstand that Greenbaum...

v.. the attitud&®s¥Breenbaum has to be understood

]
against the bac%@rgﬁnd of his position in the




majofity party

' foreign policy,
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' agency: he was a minority representative. He was

-

shunted onto the rescue committee because the

Jewiéh agency executive, the

Labour Party, the major positions: finance,

grship and so on.

Greenbaum was a 4 'r of the Hachomer(?)

No, Greenbaum waﬁm@ZEember of the General Zionists.

He was a m1nor1t$:§2$resentat1ve. When you look at

W“ﬁ!

the actions that were

%

done, whatever was done it

@i wasn't through Gfi @wBaum. Greenbaum never sent the

OK, but why was
rescue committe’h
You could say tﬁé'

lack of proper organlsatlon at a time wgzﬁéz%

.hded. I am just explgﬁéggg the
: a} 2 TRET

are that when, at thé“same

organisation wa
facts, and the
time (the end of 1942), the Jewish agency tried to
send parachutis w;large numbers to Europe -
there was a pla:ﬁ‘ Yend 1mmed1ately 500 parachutlsts
from Palestlne to“or?anlse r951stance all over

Jewish Europe ~;~ ”was proposed by the Jewish

agency executivé out Greenbaum's even knowing

about it, never mlnd actlng in it. So the personality
B4

of Greenbaum iséﬁgﬁﬁ%tant, but it has to be taken

m
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#in the proper context. The Jewish agency executive

" in Palestine at the time was. generally of the

= view that very 1i ' could be done.

other more could have been

Now, let's examifik
of organisation came from

gzm;:§1 am coming to tf

AR

ggﬁgmmmovement in Pale
fensersuraticio:rarrd

fmwm%you had a very wg

half a million,
ﬂ’wﬂmﬁ
g Ewas opposed to

endeavour. And

f@he probleﬁ with theinonist‘
,ail together at that time was:
lewi sh population in'Palestine,
kas tﬁg British empife that

tinuation of the Zionists'

in 1942 Rommel

,o0f environment

w

say "All we can do is look
little we can do
can do, and whatever we
lut there is very little we
? We can press the British

people, to organise

Europe., We can send money, whatever we can




s

“% on, but that wa

, %
This is what he
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collect in Palestine but it is a very small comm~-
unity. We can try to influence the powers diplomat-

ically. But let us n

i

iy

ot kid oufselves that we can

”Mhat was the attitude of the

2

ok

% and it was acceptedsby the majority of the population.

)

‘@mﬁreenbaum, pPrecisely about

NI,

the approach of the Eermans, where he says '"We have

There is the ca

to fight, and i Enow that the Jews are killed

g

like sheep in E4¥BPe~

SRS

this will destroy'our fighting

spirit",

and September,
other words he
the news about
and he says it
the slaughter;
be different."
his group, and
ic attitude that nothing could

be done, even a hey knew about the Warsaw ghetto

g g

rebellion, three ébnghs after this, (Because this
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MZE early 1943, He

iz& # A1l right, but w¥

~48- BAUER 10

TZionism is above all, This is

i

TR

mwg ’
gﬁ:;‘;m

the contradictio
! State, if you were.a
“ia State in Pales

® Diaspora. And who

Ant-garde, and the others would
follow. But if thére  was nobody to follow they

) would remain an wb-garde without a following,

mmmggand that would bé%%m&ragedy.

y =) P i pe
gzz Yes, but at least there would be the avant-garde.

e
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= With themselves all the time., There is a contra-

diction in the sentences I was reading -~ a cqﬁtra-
diction inside, }
which they weregh

' trying to fight ¥

) not fight for a

they fought for

Well, now the p

o

PR
TS .

differences of op?ﬁ%ﬁﬁi We

As I said, ther

% é

e

rachutists into Europe'" - and

h @o that, In the end they sent 31

g e v

they didn't'eve

W

parachutists,

Jewish?




e
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5, bpcl? _
g;ﬁngway. This was a mﬁry at war., There was no way
Dor gott to Busomm he only thing th 1d d
of getting to : v e only ing ey cou o
Wﬁ%%%ﬁ

, was get those fe¥pounds together, collect money,

send it to Istanbulﬁgget it to Europe, advise them,

there was the question

, you want us

something - wha 1 we do?" The youth g~

. ments, the kibbiuf Pymand

e others said '"P1l

C.L. Yes, but about thEydenrat you talked %&;:ﬁ?
i _

s the moral attitul _and one could say t

Gy

5hle. They were staté@mg@@and
. S ‘j’?a

Lt

rue. They‘had to decide where

2EN

to put their efé?rt?@

PPl
Their prioritied

5.23 Their prioritie
T I
they thought th
was to struggle for the continued existence of the
Jewish population héme, and to establish Jewish

i ﬁi% .
political indepg;ﬁe e later on. But when you
. B
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come to see what actually was done, the little that

was done, you

yourself "Who wanted to

do it? Did they,ged the support of the leadership?"

Well, they didisgbeithe support of the leadership.

SRR

o

he added "But we must do it.

gie runs around and géts the

money, and he

:L quoted, he said

do you suggest h%uld have done?" I

his excuse...

There is anothe

Ry

members of his own gfgip,
Poland ~ "They always demanded

his is a bad translation from

Hebrew which m?‘"

LB

that he should publicise in the

happening)..."and I would pour cold

55231

said to me 'You hpve to swear in the name of the
Jewish agency that éhere will be no peace and quiet

remnants
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this is a main issue, but it is not the only one

s And again I spoke. of thév

tional people and become a

Qther peoples. 2 000 years of

gfzzganything for the
T,
testament of the

we have to execute the

.to establish our-
]

There is this,

~where he says ve

~whether to give

%#m%;...

B. I remember the

"

"

the opposite, b
"Where should t

“money should go ¢

in his favour.
in their attitud
"y, Pressure that i ercised in Palestine by the

people from the kibbutz movement, by the youth

movements, by




¥
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country and by other groups, who demand more action.

-

And the 'more action' expresses itself in sending

a delegation to ,

the Diaspox

and 1944,

RN 'é N
possibility opqumggmto do something real, and that

S

is with the miss#fwof Joel Brandt, the Hungarian

n@m%‘business. There you §an see, the moment there is

* Governments to

Nazis to save t

expression of S

gs O their eyes" -%donft actually give the

% just negotiate,

S

So, when you co

 Wune 1944, for the first time

y che Jewish agenc§ alestine does have a possib-

'iility of doing sg ng real, and this is what
egotiations.
their utmost?

t the utmost is. This is the




-54- - . BAUER 10

time of the invasion of Europe. The invasion gf

““ Burope was early, 1944, Joel Brandt came to

Istanbul on 19ths and Sharett flew to London

® on 26th June, A stration in front of Churchill?

" Can one really that British Jews should

have demonstratei~

EETITAT S

@ § gParliament 3 week

at is pressure? Mestings,

* non-Jewish diplomats and

Bobine 146
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One of the big

congruity -

destruction of s at a fantastic speed, and

the reaction ofsﬁhgffﬁtside world is complicated,

RS

slow and contradictogy.

.. And the outside w& knéws.
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The outside world knows what is happening. What is

the basic reason for that? I think the basic reason,

and this comes ou ry clearly in the Hungarian.

episode with th““*“ ‘sh agency demanding negotiationsv

and the Westerni ’ i opposing it - the real reason

behind it is th{yﬂvhg Western powers were leading:

a war to be won b% glltary means, The aim of the

war was actuallﬁmﬁgﬁghange the world - to destroy
s o

a terrible, Satanic force,_the Nazi power, which

was trying to dé&St peoples. So in actual fact.

but
a military aim of the Western
atever fhe Jewish agency did -
.t to London in June 1944 to
ritish - was useless, On 2nd
June 1944 Greean%%@@ent a cable to America to

convince the Americans they should bomb Auschwitz.

This was anothens
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i actually an idea of the Jewish agency, it came from

Slovakia, from Weissmandel, But it reachéd the

Jewish agency,

1Ne.

But you see, the, Am

didn't see this

agency in Pales@%%eﬁ%ould do, even in that situation,

y was what we saidibesdre the Judenrite could do:
-

they could show mintentions, they could press.

TR IR

There wasn't vex

circumstances,

«.."specific milEtery measures.”" In 194

* Karski came to %%@@p@ and America, in O¢]

means by which AmeéF

Lo

an bombers

poland. But in 1944 there was,

s and the Western powers wouldn't
do it. We don'tQZ%ﬁZEabout the Soviet Union, because

the Soviet Unio aPly wasn't interested in the-

whole business, =

% Now let me come ¥Fom fe Hungarian'problem. There
are several issuﬁé%@ﬁvolVed: I think one basic

® issue has to beé;o?igut of the way straight away,
_ o
B

—
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azis and in return for the

ed Nazis, kept quiet about the

ﬁ;§mass murder in P ;fand thereby prevented

=Hungarian Jews fg&&mﬁgacting to the Nazi deportations

mmzzgcase of one town in.Bestern Hungary, Klusz{?), where

mmmwg ;ere it was said that he saved

B

ﬁg%iilncludlng the Je

,gam

%%: ZZE‘cold about the ma

”ﬁrders in Poland or gﬁé@ﬁ
s to annihilate the pop-
“ulation of Europ
T g s

ﬁw gof their eyes. It dhs,quite futile to talk about

&

amg anyone, whether %ds

%:mwiﬁto tell the Jews&
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Poland, especially from the area of

(cassette N° IT}

st of all there were 2 500

i

g “% Polish Jews who eseaped between 1942 and 1944 into
S 7 .\ T 7

e Hungary from Pol from the area of

o ;

wamd I, yov, They told theirghosts, the Hungarian Jews,

wmmpnet about Belzec, aboyduM

tell us that the

“hosted them, inc people who escap-hu

jra VAL

s K1USZ, did not why ;i listen to them - U

By Budapest, created a separate department

SRR

"out emissaries t&, H

'”;warn the Jews th

gzgzlto Poland and kill,

C.L. What does it mea p

e what did they te

?”<i@§They went to the

ttos, this was after the

SRR SN :
¥ Yes, but in order to understand one has to sa
"' . . " )
’that the lifetim§ :?he ghettos was very short.
et

% Six weeks,.
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-

of these emissaries came within those six.
_out. as a measure of immediate
the task of telling<the.
"an't agree to be taken

ee to be taken away, because

into trains,

;you are going towﬁﬁwgiipped to Poland and Poland
) Mediods . .

&

what they were told. ofr

ﬁwﬁﬁmeans death',

organised to send out
”;k Jewish and could.gO'around)

"one - and I think 8§ ox,

= and that ghetto is town and that ﬂ?@ﬁ@?&nd

¥ . ] -‘ b
5 was kicked out béﬁiﬁw community.
TIRMBMETAR

'?POIand too.

But this is two

nto details; these Jews who

But we have to
were sent as emiSsaries... what did they do? They

AR GRS

gathered the people %nd delivered speeches and talked

# to the chiefs off iffeJoommunity...
yeq <]
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They tried to see the chiefs of the community, and
= it was the chiefs of the community who did nog
essage. The accusation that

d against Kastner and é few

did not warn the chiefs of the

'am saying is that the chiefs

the community; had the inform-

ﬁ%i%

the knowledge, because they
E:‘%m
mommws did not want to have ;the knowledge.

i
@Bﬂm You don't conv1nc
WWJ

I am coming to t

! point clear beca

en warned in anotheﬁgﬁﬁ%m- and

- maybe. the results would

vhen you talk to some of these
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y typical situation, and a

very important cause Klusz is a very short

distance away fr'ém tHe Rumanian border. There was

theoretlcally a‘%@@%gblllty of crossing it, although
5““ e

E{’,’%;ma"’ﬁ %
Awﬁﬁ how many could im=fact have crossed the border in

%ﬁﬂm‘ﬁm
EREETITTERR

the middle of war beitween Hungary and Rumania is

leader, he was

The list I haVeg

what was happenlng i

committee., Theys

* to warn them. What I am trying

and they were t

to say is that e Kastner or any person come

into Klusz to e people of Klusz what was

happening in Pol

iz i

andgso they shouldn't go there,

I am saying that theg warning didn't have to be

: s
delivered propegl
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addition of somebody else telling them whaflthey

* already knew had no meaning. Their own leaders told

themc

terms, "Don't...
9

wHilel Danzig wa swasm ader of the community. These
&W&mﬁ&

# :mx%

weEs gome of them went on ghe Kastner train, yes,

hat the population of Klusz

=what was going tgmﬁapgen. It's not that
21,6 A8
%@ have the 1nformat

J1O time...
Bmsmsnan

+ because it ha

don't think theys

id - and I am not sure they
yway you are doomed, you

BEIERAE 1 @ flnlshed...

é@mﬂigo, they didn't say "Run away'",., They said "Escape
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in Klusz. In most cities in Hungary

trying to escapeuanywhere3 

ay. But what Kastner was
was negotiating with the

Nazis to save th¢ M e Jowish population of

€7D

s Hungary, if possf%lgé%against_money. That is what
funiiies ke

%TJW_4 ‘j

w1 € Was doing. He@$£¥%% met with Dieter Wislitzeny

e

W«W"g &.{Wmv

omwem=at the end of March 1944 and then again in April.

SENCRE

AT

gwmm&They were tryingw=te gotiate for a ransom which

,v'

mamsmedwould, first of al emot put the Jews of Hungary
| Jidnton it At i

ﬁiméginto ghettos. Thfh wg; the first thing. And after-
R - :

%mmmmmnegotiations, he#iE

@gmmmHOf turning to th%g%gﬁ% of Hungary and t

told them to run;; ”uqt would have been the end of
£

ﬁﬁmﬁ@’the negotlatlongﬁw@@h the Nazis because there

v

The Germans came‘Tﬁ%o Hungary with a plan, a very

guick plan. It‘ﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁem very little time to go

concentration, isolation,
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very short time, only as preliminary steps to

m deportation, the central Judenrat in Budapest had

§ very little effg

yway. The process was very quick,

Hungarian population and.
100%, there was no possibility
into the countryside, there were

few i ot )s on the Rumanian border and

m%igﬁﬁall the rest were no# in that situation at all;

memmms and Kastner decided, ,together with Komoy and other

i1n labour battalg :‘w..
;ﬁy chance to save‘Jii
should say '"the *chance to save some
g fact he thought

.doomed and he was

that the others

save a handful..

e, 2
No, that is not Rt

s

iations to start with, with

T

ees because his ne

The second stage was Brandt,

win the Brandt mission. And the
save omne million Jews. Don't
forget that.

Yes, but Kastnef” yf# *the third stage.
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second Kastner negoti;tions
start, as you know, befgre

une the process of the deport-
ation of the pfof?ﬁ???l Jews was in full swing.

5 am saying; he knew it.

_could act, or he thought he
m3cou1d act, was bymna@otlatlng with the Naz1s to

%;mwégsave whoever he qymldmsave. His negotiations turned

mm..m{;‘g;

recen, the people who were

v mmadbout the Jews offs

foRta R R

15 85; 1% 000 people.-.

in his report that he wanted

'S Arkooo

¥ What he wanted to

begin to save la 'umbers. The precede{iEE the

B -
;,m@famous Kastner t#

g&m

PHourse
SRR

o BY the way, Kastne

but

R




jally,

B} -

-66- BAUER 12

argued that if he put his family in there, then

people would join, If not, who ‘could know? Perhaps

ing to betray him, like they
times before, and they would
Bschwitz. I don't know whether
but what is clear to me is

ipdthis idea of a precedent,

sunge for the positive explan-

“Kastner. Not that Kastner

but there is no doubt in my mind that he wanted

to save the Jewigs
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just that group; that the group he saved was gor

him a stepping-seme=to save}others, more people

and as many as Ie®&®wld; and I think he was right,

was no other way of saving
of Hungary, where you have

giL @£ all the Jews in'Q_a‘:abour battalions and no

ERERERET
R
R

and no suppport #rems=the Hungarian population,

gim@mﬁ rebellion is possidle - where you have no weapons

|t e R R
Gy,

Eﬂm@%ﬁ

I think

Himmler
Germany I think you
can find it in and various
other places.

Kersten was the%

memoirs have to

say the Jews we
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-

iike most of the

PWS were a world power, that

Nazi Germany's control
%fns to reach the Western

m
allies., This was a cojiplete fantasy; the Jews
. T i i

werw. but the G believed
iﬁwﬂg' u e Germans believe

M‘W

@mmmﬁmly unimportant. element in the whole sit

e
wThe Jewish p051t§on, in between this Naf

winterest, really, of the

a&§.‘ Germany - : m“‘“q}situation of the Brandt

Ps
%Z mission. That 1shu

;yd to fail, because the
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figure of Bandi Gross(?). A fascinating flgure,

because Bandi Gross was sent by the 5SS to try to

negotiate a sepg bPeace, It is ridiculdus,td{

uld have taken Bandi Gross

seriously; he muggler, a 11tt1e thief, a

crook, but he

@;: Nazi Reich who

essasgg the British andtﬂ

only person in the whole

4 nad direct contact with

can intelligence services

in Istanbul and 1:m:§utral country., He was used
by the SS in ord-

try to get the negotiations

Jgéﬁﬁm They

.mmed from the fact t g@w%he‘
=heans realised in the end

awwas Gross, and Gross was

-?"“”’“'negotiating a se@m‘:ﬁ bPeace, The Western allies

.gméio You think they wouﬁd have negotiated with the

%mxw;%randt mission i,

had been no Bandi Gross ?
'ﬁ’ =

but the complizgj%hrying of the Brandt m1551on

SR

the result of findlng out about Gross. Until’

Gross m1351on@%";}bund out, a few weeks passed.
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&%

said "Ok, we are

pen'", That was the phrase.

ld have happened if they had

'not discovered the réal aim of the Gross mission,
e G '

@,

but it is clear when they did dlscover it, it

=y f powers which are completely

’aigz the Nazi realisation (or

wanted to negoti-?~h

' refusal, and in =

ann was killing.
because there were in the SS

policy. One was the one I

ijust outlined, i er words the line of Himmler

Jand Becher, which “d "We must try to find some

Jjway of reaching Yestern allies" - but of

9 course this was Hot known to Hitler. And the idea

- : :
apction, annihilation of the

It
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' Wwas going on, and Himmler was carrying on with it.

= Lt was not done. jt his knowledge.

w D ay No, of course no} was the second line, He was

B ]

g?,,«,:mm:jﬁpursuing-two ling
R Btnorr

both lines are wjs

s the same time. But you see,

~:the Nazi ideology, and it

';thout reference to Nazi
g g

— fldeology. Nazi 1g§§$@gy did not see the Jews as
T o g;xﬂ;’%

@@wmmmhuman beings. ThEFEFdTre you could either kill them

TR

“% or sell them, wh%g&gg&r was more convenient. The

FATE it
g after the failur
SIEP

negotiations in

o]

'éentatlve

. RS “—34(;\
Bin Switzerland, Sa&@iﬁﬁeyer,

vy

with Becher on behalf of

g § Himmler. And it

éﬁfiHSSo throughout thembodocaust, at least from 1942 on,
. s proved later, but T think
- a possibility of saying
"murder all the Jews of Eurovpe

27

”a Sense, If there was somebody
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"might have sold them".‘BQt

buy the Jews, because the

: to sell or kill was the-

be understood otherwise.

%ﬁm Nexto o0
- ,
f@%@% There are now thembedple of the Europaplan, the

Jews:

Bobine 149
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TN 5

th

fleir idea of a Jewish power.

idea of thevNazis was that
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This is very, very important.

-

I think it has i roved that the Nazi attack on

, Soviet Union. The same applies
, ﬁho
ilmﬁ were supposed to@%@M@ontrolled by the Jewish

= —

world power. oy o

One can even fo%&g&ﬁg line starting much earlier -

Schacht-Rubli,

where the Nazis

L e

o one of them is tg,
e

behind the Schachl

mamsmpfor it, in essen

the negotiations
out, But Hitler

this, so one
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can say that the idea of selling the Jews in

parallel to

% thig sense was
BN WE R

en at the same time. You have

deal, or the su@%é&@d ransom deal in Slovakla,
iz

—gjﬂﬂﬁ—m

Jewish survivor@ggwgue that the ransom paid by Weiss-

@mww mandel and Gizi Fleé%chmann in Slovakia to Wlslltzeny

kia, Hans Ludin, andgzhém@

Slovak Prime 1 W1§%St%£, Tuka., In that dlggﬁggl
LG RS
f4to a very surprise Bvak
. =
the Nazis were stopping the
‘supposedly because of the

;¢atholic Church, supposedly

check this it

intervention was_jh M not June. 35 000 Jews
freed from deportatlmn by the Slovaks'7 That is

pure fantasy. Nﬁiﬁﬁm& like that ever ex1sted.
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;enortatlons. They - Ludin and Wislitzeny

- reported
%&rzmm‘&to Berlin that '~

;¢ stopping the deportation
@agou have this time element,

i

ere is therefore a case
yj§$opped the deportations,

it there is no pfbo? %pecause you could say the

Beoeti® don't know today; we don't have the documentation,
R s e

could say too 1@mm@%§always the way the Nazis

never deported one community

V:Hwag supposed to be BB

R TR

‘yment was paid t
then the deport 14

So there is s but ifvyou ask me whether

, say there is.
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people who were tiating that they had stogped

ough the ransom, because that

the deportation

made them approad

iﬂ@g A
2L, Yes, for sure.
TR

But why did the

-

ans answer them when they sugg-

ested the Europgp "0k, we agree to this; find

breign Jews,

2d the money

Allied countrys to be delivered to themz=@¥ey
?vm iz

wly low figure, in.

Y

ollars in a world war? The

ded, the small sum, goes a long

S i

money., The money w

clear that alrg%ﬁy in 1943, what they really w§nted

was the negotiations with the Allies.

il

f;Eanted the money from outside...

43
H@wmgndel's story there is very ¢clear;
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%e invented world Jewry, he invented somebody who

-

mwmepresented it in Switzerland, a man by the name
® in his name he wrote letters
ayt, Wislitzeny reflected

in with whom he was negotiating

1946 in Slovakia after the

fore the trial he reflected

@@@ﬁgﬁhat.
&%m&'m
@yE@%What did he say?

ting with world Jewry. He

as convinced of

é;w"s““‘”’;%llchmann to H1mm1

And he reported this through

—

o
expense of the Soviet®™Wnion

power there, which would

the world Jewish power. His

|
1
)
i

ttack on the Soviet Union

the beginning of 1941

%reflect this ver




T
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) -l e ‘ -

78— BAUER 15

'He says this in a number of places and I think it

e § g perfectly clear., It is unbelievable to a

to fight against Jews - it

bblem for Hitler was one of

giéfmﬁyou do? The Jewi;
o - .

gﬁ ¥ the two poles ofud Whole ideoiogy; The positive

R v TR

o ole was the con Ny of the world by the h élth
P guest y ealthy

hic power of the Jews thét

in c@ﬁ@@é? of the world of Hitler's

i3

ich he had to fight

37

'interview)

ey

o=
-

> say that Hitler was fighting

Méppens'to be true. What can

race, and the negative pole

in order

e iesen



