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NY 58 L
the survivors meeting - long travelling. " Q
» pano on the nmeeting -l
~ NY 60 ’ ; ;
pano on the buffet and the decoration on the wall . g
1y KY61 MUET E
the Israeli and American flags -
WY 62 = g
gros plan - faces. ; E :
4
_ HY 63 ] B
@ Oppenheimer: It doesn't work? How come it doesn't work? ....how? . ol
. (voices in the bhackground). _1
I® ST
NY 64 =
Oppneheimer: ...but meny of yours...of you to turn up here, re lly -
grateful. I would l:LL.e to welcome first of all, -m. ha.nz
# ) ‘ . from Paris and h1s film crew. I guess everybody 1s al:areg
. now wha.t is going on. (applause) Blease try to cooperaté}
as much as possible with whatever Hr. Lan:',ma.nn is asxlngd;
you. 1 would also like to welcome....,we have a »gen ulemaﬁ
here fron l‘srae'l, vho is formerly from Riga, Mr. Zo E o
Shalomson, ‘.'fould. you wvlease zet uv. '(.a;gpla11Se). e 1ivés_§-
in isracl, 1 don't lknov exacitly where, you - aré we,l‘éomé_ :
to speak to him afterwards. [ just have é._ few, a;zhoi!.ncemg—: .
to make. [ guess cverybody 5 aware by now thét Hlliot - E e
o, dells is at ths ~ Anti Defamation Leasue, gé )
- working ror thn new tazv cf :inzl uyox JSriminals 1ivin = in § -
the US. . don't iow if lliot is ~arounde...wWhars iz he‘?g 3
2
.
<
53]
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v(applause) Now, we havevwith us - I'suppoée everybddy'

_ : ‘ o avare of the cards. We:have...%here were about SO,NOO

cards nrinted in recard to the statue of limitatin whl

expired December 1, 1979- I have this card, and l ask

%z,,
z
il

everybody to'please send them to Germany. 41l you do

&

= F

put a 21 Qent air mail stamp on it. hey will Dbe passedf}

k]

around afterwards, and everybody can have as many as yoE’
are welcome to. We also have with us our new donation ceﬂﬁs

\J;> ' : that will also be handed out. (unclear sentence). 4nd E:

we again have our Yad Vashem pages with us. Ouxr
(=) - < .

prices were donated by various memebers of our society,

~

without any cost to the...to our society or from our

treasure. It's all free. ind I think that about ﬁraps i

up. 1 hope everybody has a 5ood time., But last and not

least, we have a few aanouncenents: We had last nizht,

=

/ one of our Firls zot married in official frack, and w

wish the Buxbaum fanily and the Fischel famlly a u&Zél

Tov, I ddn't khow, I fhin* somebodj 1s...(annlmuse3

SﬂE[HL 40 SONITITOH THL

ind  (unclear sentence) And we also have. one of tne...

Bven thoug gh as a rule we don't do tbat it Just so hap

in the last fevw days, we have....one of our. lsales celeb

rated her 75th birthday, ixs Lily otrausg. (%oglause)

@'nvaomﬁ

And...In the name of all of us at the J001ety, ve wig]

b
st

all tha oeat and many more rears to come w1th,..aﬂ01*st

of us. \applsuge). L wish you all a good afternoon and’:

OWC'IW

we hove to L. in our next g:ithering, Taan« y

\ (applazse) (voices in the backgro ound )} One mlnute, 5111

- ) ee.iilliot likes...would like to explain a little more abdad
. ! .
the cards. slliot v111 explain a little nore about the cajy

If tnexre is anyonn nlse tnuv s somedidng inportint to -

S . e S8Y, D.2838 4f

STATHOUVIAN
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Blliot Wells : Ja, Okay, can you hear me? How, let me say sonething,
It's not much 1 have to szy. I met with Wisenthal{t
summer, and we discussed this whole‘problem-tﬁe sta

e

of limitation. And we are having guite a fight on dwa :

hands, concerning the German.government. Now.ﬂisentkgg S

has a very large committee also in the US, and-lestpmme

«e..The German government,as we &1l know,

BOBINE 237

(Interfiew with three members of the Yewish police in Riga)

Claude: (kay, explain me what you wanted to exploin. You were in

ek

NIQ'TOH THL WO¥A d

gaetto of i

38

. : When I was in the ghetto Riga and one day I cane ‘homne froquyrk

s

and my mother told ne: youﬁhave 2 note at home, you have tocyeén
i . . .

port to the Hommandatur at...this evening. And I didn't kuoyw

e

&

what for, Unce we got there, I saw a lot of young men who

all MY 25Cees

ey
et
e

Claude: How 0ld vere you?

¢ At that time I was 23,1 would say....old-youﬁg, and...

H

- Ulaude: handsome?

: Well, not nazndsome...lobody was thinking 2bout handsone at at
time, And then we were told that the next morning we wounld Rjve.

[ ESIVOOTOH

to...be policemen in the Latvian part of the ghetto. the ghgitb.

the g.etio was divided-in two varts: one was the Latvian siégg

o

which only uztvian Jews were in, and the cther ene vas wvier

in, sna we didn't know what it cas 2ll abo

R [‘-V. I 8

: Jdawere 211 Ye man dous. .nd the nart

AKNIN

n

fourr ox five ofelock,

,..
E

)w‘
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Obersturmbannfithrer Krause, is that right?

others: right, right.

Yes, trause, He...he looked us over and he told us tﬁat ve sge’
. ' ’ t g
from now on replacing the policemen of the Latvian ghetto, gyichf

b

were Latvian Jews, and we have to take over. So, nobody thagd

-

partlcuaur 3aturday morning - Iremember it very well it wakdy

P

a Saturday morning -~ we were not...nobody was alovwed to zo reg

work, all the working hommandoes were held up in the {;hettoo:s,nd

I saw a2 lot of S3 men in trucks coming in, with machine-guns on

...on their trucks, and then werwere...S3ome rumours were flg§n5 &
around that some people from the Latvian part of’ the ghettounad
escaped to Sveaep and the- Jewlsh 20licemen of the Latvion gpetto
vere held responisble for this, and which turned out to be EZue°<
S V » They were all sumoned into the centre oart of th ‘ghetto an

wvere gunned down bx the ma¢41ne-¢u 1Se.. |
Claunde: they were killed?

: Yes, éna Wesso

other : near the cemetry.

_'s"n AHL A0 $O

Kear the cenmetery. This was the contre of the ghetto. It we

wvas called the Prager...

- other: ¥We called it Prager Flatz,

Avootoh

o

: ...ve c2lled the Yrager +latz, which mean s...whlch meais 31a6§ cf

S

Praz, that was...the Jews of the transport of ?rag were 11v1§i

[}
h
5

around there., and after this, we were explained that fron no

,\
b

STATHOAY WNASOIN ’Ivmow&wﬁ

we are replacing latvian Yewish policems

S8
o

1 in the ghetto oi &

nat vlv...tn« was thi place.

¢l wde: .nich means tant tacy took CGermen Jews to...

issinstead of Latvians Jews...

Szlulie: inside the Latvian shettol?

felt maybe ther could trust Jo men Jews nore, I Gontt

Q
<

Lo



. Riga 5
v : the réal reasSONeees
| o  gleude: But whx?
Zverything was crazy. I really don't know. Nay’be my éolilea ~
here .could help you out a little more... ‘ gg
. - w
i o other: I have nothlns much to say more, but that's a2lmost what. 1t
. » glaude: Well,eaee ' ' ' ' d .
' a
. ohter: ee= I wes sur»rised as anybody else that they kept us at th%
ghetto. You know, we were all in XKommandoes to go to work, M
Clavde: This was long after your arrival? ’ g
. : 4 : yes, quite long after our arrival; Phis was in the year of ‘]42
or ~3. E
third: 42, bescause... %
. 42, . g ‘
E _third: ...because 43 the ghetto was liquidated. ] E :
! : 43 the ghetto was 1iquidat§d. Tt must have been in the year % 3
’ - A%, We arrivedi.n January‘s1941. » %
Claude: 417 - =
third: see, the Lgtvian gnetto had only men, because.all the wo'nen gd
children had been killed in that so-called bloody Sunday. "om:hazi
$o | were only men. And that's...the nollcemeq, of course,. wers aﬁo
~~~~~~ . all men, so...é.ctuallf,(.... O
: You see, sometning else,from the 1ettisch poll;.ce' Umcie Q
very fine people. %
third: L‘hey were mostly srofessioneals. - '_] :
{21l three talk) E
third: The ones that were ¥iliecd, they were shot that‘mxy.. % ,.
Clande: -nd what was the ta-lz of 2 Jdewish policenan.inside the ghe
dell, the Yewish poiiceman had zict really a very big fasl:‘.
"1 had to look thett the .ommexndoes in the moraning -rentto ‘v.-r'or’::dwe‘x
3 out in oxder.... | -
othar: they had to.... '

}
SEIAIHDHV{ ANAS



iga 6

1

otner: That windows were dark...you know, that no light.came thrbugha

: And we had té watch, after 10 o'clock anybody had to go off.

street.
others: true. true.
other:  Hobody was allowed to go on...on thes».

Claude: You had a uniform?

a

Ho, we had no unifora, but we had an armband...
other: Ordnungsdienst.
: which said the Yewish Urdnungsdienst, vhich means Jewish...

other: #nd we had 2 cap. “e had & special cap....

(all spead together.)

()

Claude: Did you have

all: Ho....not really...no.
Claudé: guns?

all:  no, no.

o weapons at all?

et

Clzude: ¥
: Ko, no, mo weapons. no weapons.

Claunde: fot even....

21l: not eVeN,...N0..s00.0 -0N0thing.. . nothing whatsoever,

Claude: And did you have...did you enjoy some privileges?

. not at all. -one at all. e got the same.
otaer: We kept...we could keep ourselves clevner.,.
all: zes.

: vhich was...ve had,..ve nad...

otaer: +..2 police-st-tion.

: We had & nolice-station. fe conld wash nup botter than other

TVIHOWAI 1SNVOOTOH 'Sl HHL 40 SONIATOH THL WOHA aIdNaA0

{D

sovle, because itne neonls in ths liviag cuarters were very

o]

crampned in. = lot of neonle livin: tojether, and it was vexry

4
o
iy

3

hard for us o kesn oursslves roally cleon. and we could do

WNASAW

Wn

sone of this....ueen ourselves moxe clzan,

\

SE[AIH:)HV;} |
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Claunde: And what was the relatioﬁship with the.,..with the,othevaéﬁé of

the ghetto. I ﬁean, dié¢ they like you or not? )
There was really nothing that they shouldn't'like ﬁs; bec

- N

we had no real authority. We only were told that we had t eep

. . . . ) L R
. peace and order in the ghetto and that was it.

other: You see, in the morning, vhen the rommendoes were out on

AHL WO¥A a’t»i*onadu;ﬁ:a}i

»
jobs, that everything was clean and smooth...
Claude: “ut were you sometines obliged or fox cea to accomplish som
. unpleasant tasks? )
i all: Oh yes, oh yes,
- |
: I remember many times that »eovle that were...that were caﬂ}ht
of having done some trading., They traded & little piece ofg%oqu
i in for some foéd, and when théy were caught they were donehaway
g Vith...tbey‘were killed vy the SS man, and we - 1 rememberG}e“v
. vell that I went quite a f@v times with the hommandent of ﬁhy
N ghetto to the cemet :ry, which was located in tne cneure pamq ofi
the ghetto, and people were...tney were killed theref- gg,
other: They just ha& nothinz done exéept trade in soﬁe.goods. gi
= other: i got caugnt four times, and got each time %en_léshes. pbuﬁ:time

1 got caugnt.

Claude: But in the cemetery, this was the exgqutién @1é§é§
: 1t wes exccution....

0T12r8: L@S....7E5,

t it

BCITS0

niznt used to wo2md a fake.,..fake...t donit know %

was fake, but he used to rend 2 verdict vhy the vartlcular

ow:m 1SAVOO10

vor

9]

gonetning fox a niecs of bread. ~nd it was 2 very bititer ¢

2
&
She
:
==
5

day. wverycody was saiverins. and vefore she was executed,




was asked to take her coat off. And the kommandant '“ra.use ‘WaS

. ‘ : standing next to me, and sald Okay, take...ta.l-:e ‘her coat off‘

And the woman was freezing, shivering from cold,‘and she ‘asgd :

d

me if I could ask the kommandant if she could put her coa»”ack

on, And : took.all my courage tonetqer, a.nd asked, if the

mlo
&

could, before she was being shot, could put her coat back

And...

Claude: She was what, she was a Latvian Jew?

.

moﬂ__»l aid

)]
{

0]
H
b
Py

e

ifo, she was a German Jewesss, She was from the Berlin i

P,

I'11 remember it till my dying day. ind so then she was &

P
[0
7]

o

t0...t0 put 2r coat back on, and : was holding the coat

I

OHUE

| s _11;3‘(1{.:]‘,_.;*1:“(%'S§I‘\I‘_Iﬁ’l

4nd while sae was slinning her arms into the coat, the ilom

Yrause, Ubersturmbannfiirer irause shot, and I remember th

v ~woman falling down, and I was standing there, ‘xo‘ld.mﬂ' un t

coat. That is sonething ¥ will never forget.as long as I 1

Clande: How did he kill her, with,..?

.

e vas....yes, with a bullet in -the head. Tha't vas onl‘* o f -
...0f many.

Claude: There vere hansings too?

: . NN
: There were hangings too in the ghetto, of course.: 8 o
g ot“vr A brother of mine, who was at thdat time 16 - 1‘7 yéar old,.%"’_'»_'
-:jle‘-.;:le: Flaace? V E é

ota=zr: < brother of mine, hes went off from tne Yommando and.;..izx aﬁ >

to get a-voitato. a2 was cuu b "‘*1(1 wag honged, : z i
»luide: you.,.your brothery §

otinr: 1 brotuer. 15 vear T ¥rers olé’. wrotiher. ) o
0Ll ads: gid you we E
. o%iar: de nad to walc -, g o
\ Sleades fou vere alnansy o % :
: ot ax: L0, no'l-; at th t tine, fiiz was in,..in ‘ g}




Riga 9

‘apother: It was twenty miles out of Ziga, butb it belonged %0....This wa

2 . _ 2 small Auschwitz without...a small Apschwite without...witﬁ;?
gas,

othexr: I just want to p int oUb...sa DPOtato, & young man had t0...

® ’ o Claude: be hanged.

other: be hanged. And eve.ybody had to look at it, Even nmyself.

Claude: Yes, can you describe?

+body from the police, also which on

B

: Cne nizht we all...eve

o]
o
2,

NIGEIOH THL WO¥d 4I0Nd0¥d

who went home had to come out. “#nd we didn!t know what hap

(]
[

that night, but everybody had to be out. #11 of a sudden we

2 truck coming in...

- . ¢laude: A what?

HL 40 §9

N
: A truck...with SS and with weapons, and the Kommandant froms
. Riga, and the kommandant from the ghetto, a lottﬁf_SS and Sgi‘
’ people, And they looked un....they said: follow us. foliov bg;
* i And they wment in the Latvian ghetto...La'cvian'...‘. g .
- glaude: Tiey said this to tue police?: ) ’f;E;::
: right...to the Lat#ian ghettd. Wieroe was é l1ittle hOHSé:,éﬁgzi
the SS went in thet hogse and we heard shooting and they séi%t@
twvo lettisch Jews... R :
=2
nlemde: Lwo letiisch Juden? =
2
: lattisch Je s, ja. nd us, we shoulé 3o im:.
thet house, snd we went and w2 saw & Ritchen. In the kiteh
was o stove that tioy cooked om, a real old—fashiore&'iron
S ~tove, wita the »ins on top, you fabutelsyeleh QNP

(<2

h

WOASON Vi

. =nd so he said:

tne pings. ‘nd we removed tho rings
SO, o L o

STATHOUV



Riga 10

-.

“laude:

Ylaude:

Claude:

- ) Claude:

IS

weapons.

inside are stones, two stones. And he said: removefthe St01

you push it out...The stones were on a gllder, they vould

open up and you couls éee a blr hole in the stove.'ind hgg ;

the S5 man said: vhe is the smallest? maybe

0&'?_1(1

pounds.
Yes?
The smallest one goes in there.
It was the hole of a bunker?
There was a

right,. ladder, which went fron the stove int

c)-

earth.

HL WOH& agond

4and I went down there and I thought marybe somehihi

i

to eat down there. ind . I saw ﬂ'bi; shelves, a big hole,

merbe thousands of :reznons in therc.

thousands of?

weapons.
hand-zr~nddes ond....2ll kinds of-weapons._So‘I sald th

the end. So that Oberscharfihrer, lLe cgllﬂd nlmselz, he

-_?m aao SONIC'IOH

me a lamp, and he s2id: what's down tqere° I sald taareC:

are weapons, and munition. 4nd qere was’ a plan frou the

ghetto.
2 map?

a MaPees 2

g plan whers you could zo maybe two miles undex

the earth to this oven. And see, that was whén they star

to close up the Let...latvien ghetto, rnd they wented to 13’

211 the Yews to0o. Bui since there was...wWhat was his nameE:.

who had Loimmando,. .. @ Vomnando, ., .

tha

nean immlich?

wvitat do

rou i

|
H

SHATHOYY WNISAIW TVIHO

h

1&

o
4]

J%nvao'ibﬂ ST
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Clande:

ohter:

other:

other!

Claude:

other:

get ¥ 111ed Because they were...they killed- the wnole ﬂhetto

off.
Zxcuse me, he was the chief of the Jewish police»éf the
N

vian ghetto, he was a lLatvian?

3

THLINOYA QIDAAOULE: ',

He was one of the chief of the police of the JeW1sh neo

He cane from Germany. ile canme from Germany.

He was a bozer.

ie was not & “atvian, he came from Germany.

ol
=
[¢]
<k
0
joy

He came fronm Germany, he vas a borer. fnd I +thin
SA Mann, no? & lettisch boy.
4 Latvien 3S. A Latvian 88,

the one that killed him. lle was drunk, and once he kille)

.
(o)

him. Ard he went through....down (unclear) ....and he

DJK(I7P()II

look, the Jews...the German Jews have no hlnﬁ to do hitlgat

it is on:ths part of the people of the Lettlsch Jews. AH&D1
was true, we didn't lknow anything about it. - o ’Egib
‘'he weapons had been gathered hers by thé'Latvian Jews.iEin
order %o make an iufstand. |

1hey...tqu had, see, they hud connectlons anong.s .0n

outside. Ive:y...every evening they brought something

Sofion-sn

there. You lmow, they brought munition and 2ll kiﬁds of

57

They wanted to

ficnte

)

Phey wanted to fighi. Fhat was all set up already.

Lhey were saving it for the day when they can have some

Tevenge,

melsrw

...ths zain reason for they sot... : ey W

killed, fom xmow, but taey had nlenty of their peoplé.

day they would ....in Ihae gastto cnd they would kill t“

whot hannened a2fter rou found wenponsy

STATHOAY wn‘:»[_snw VR




Riga 12

.

The weapéns were then picked up. I think that'ten bi#'idad-
von weapons....They brought in a truckload of . soldlers and

they had...taked all the weapons away, In that tlmé they...

Bef
closed tne Latyian ghetto, right?
" other: It was right after the uprising... ‘ o

o

and a couple of months later they also the dewls" g...the.

How many...how many German Jeys of the dewish police were y

Claude:

frﬂﬂDﬂ([O&dﬁﬁ

in the...

{all speak together)

/

¢ I was one of the policeman.

Claude: Yes,

.

Rizht after they shot all the ‘atvien Jewish nollce, we were

TOH THL INOY

essse Ve were summoned one mornlnb to appear in the Komm

g ke

n

(0} 'ssm‘?“([

tur...the Xommandant's house, and tiere was Rcschmann, tne

famous Roschmenn of the bdessa #ile. He was there, and he B

said: you are now the new police. 30 ve became pollcemen.< I

wvasn't a very good volicenan, l was flrad after three meeks.

“1aude. But you know,

ﬁlfllll.ﬂ

there is one thlnb whlch is very 1nterest1n ?o

S

me: it is the first time, since I anm

making tnls enqulry,and=n

making this film, that I have f...that i find peoale of tne

Jewish police who admit that they were in the Jewlsh Uollcef

Lnd wvho agree to talk. ior instance, I have found eovle o;,
O ’ .

were in tha uvdnun*sd‘enot of *’3'Lod

gnetto, > found then, they are in itsrael, they are in Ar

They don't want to +alk. Can you explzin me why?'

I will %211 you, i ill tell Fou why. You see, welhaa {q té§¢V”
th2 job. they selected the peonla, ‘ |
fou had no choice.

¢ W aud no choice.

You coulan't say: a0, - an noi joiny to do it.

:
=
2
7



_ Claunde: Yes, but how do you explain what I said, that the people of

Clauvde: ...they don't want to tall!

(a1l talx together;

But it was also good for the veople there...2ll peodle, Becaus
we could wvarn them in. advance, | ‘ | ) Es.
Did you do it? . . C g

Sure, how often. I was...i was fired from the police becaus

a

somebody daid something and they found out thet I warned soxet

rbody not to bring that day something in, because there villMe

a...a very strong control.

Lodz, for instance, of Fodz in roland....

: 1 don't know,

5

We have no idez. %e cdon't know what happeneéd in Lodz. Yhe o
thing is: if there would...if the mass of people that was
there would have had anything azainst us,...

.eoWe wouldn'’t be here.

140 s:')NI_(IﬁoHaHL Woudd d

That zoes to show you that we had absolutely nothing to do -

0 AH

wvith,...

: Look, we had to guard Jewish orisoners. There werc alvays

OH 'S

in camp...in a jail. It was our job to guard them thaf thqf‘
»don't escape. Well, nobody wanfad to go anyway. So ﬁha?lﬁefﬁid
at night, vhen the 55 wasn't there, ﬁe would brins {hém sbﬁ@ﬂ
food. We would even sometimes smug;lé their families in fb-ri'
say ﬁello to them, at the risk of our lives. So that..s.  '

ews were not sunnosed TO Crost OVer,...

=
0

veeeinto the Garman ghetto.

Je were si

anco weschin cornd uynensver & beivian Yew

W

SHATHOAY WNFSAIW TVE

shetto, we ju

turned arounc and lei ain Jo.
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(22 . te
s -Lhere wvere some giris..,there were families there, and they
were only r1en, so they were looki ng for some soc1c.l llfe or K
con any S0 at least ‘chey dould go visit thenm.... E "
vlaude: ‘“he German and LatYlE‘..l.... : g
: They; were divided by wire. By wire. g
@ : And the main street, g
: A main street with wvire. . :
g .
(all speak together) g
Cizude: Please, but no. 3
, . . -
{21l sPeak together). s
- : dosemorve than they should have been. I know they had a. 'ﬁ
terribly high....they had to...they had to listen to sgg o
(211 speak together) v ;
) : If they would, instead of taking us, they would 2ut 33 aﬁ
¢ .
2 s . 7,8
' police over there, *mc,t would hannan'-’ Half of tne Deos: Jle@'qo_
- ' o was here wouldn't be al*ve. g
Claude: BPut you have not the slizhtest guilt feeling, no? E
. : : Why should I? =
. (211 speak together) o '
° : fou can ask anybhody, if they have sonething azsainst it. I géah,
. o ’ there are soxe people who 4id something wrong. “he name . '*%icé
meant for them,...they gave then bowere, you know, to do %‘me-
thing vrong. ‘But if we...we veren't tnerc...w'e helped =& 1nd "
of people wao came fron outside and ’oroqr“pt Lood in tn'\r@ E
we knovw therc is a control, sore Of us went in front and ta/
told: throw rour stuffl over bacriize trere is o coxtrol, 2T
out you think taat o conditions woon ey
; thetto to znotihicr
X ' : it's wossible,
) T in eny socletr, even i riu tale too s Yorl “ity molico gt

i
STATHOHY WAESAN F
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there are crooks, there are some that are radicals, now you

can™ say the vhole city olice force are crooks or redicals.

._gg

The;e are always isolated caseé, no matter where y§u go,‘fﬁaég
overstepped the authority. Rizght? So you hate them‘for it.
iie had them all ovex.

Slaude: sut s it true‘that the IHangman was a-Jew?

all: who?

C1aude: The hangman.

{2ll speak togather)
: But hhat wasn't in the ghetto. Yhat wasnt!t in the ghetto.

=)
S
c
Q
&
=~
2
Qi
=
=
==t
S
s
S

: Wasn't in theAghetto. Has.in Jalasnils. e even was & wres
from the Olympics of '32,
Claude: He was what?
: le was 2 wrestler..ﬁe cane from iustria, frdm VWien.
: Prag.
(211 speak together).
: Look, I was a policsman too. There not...

{laude: fou were a policeman too0?

Yes. In Salaspils, not in the gaczttio.

In the ghetto,too.
s In the ghetto, too?

: for a few weeks. few weeks.

{av winz of the tombola)

214. 214. 214 snyonc? 137. 137. 1°7. 218. {(anplause) 161. 16

L

oaybody 1617 You got ity {applaune) 192, 192, {epolouse) 185.

135, (annlouse) 158, 162, 143, {anolause) 144, (applapse)

SE[AIHD)[%(’ A



K]
Rige 16 - z
N H
: {Interview with the Frontkimpfer.) i
A3 lLein :ame ist PFred Baer(?) . iein richtiger Name st ”vledrlch%rltz
. W —
Bgar in Germany. Ich bin gevoren am 4, idrz 1899 in K8ln an Rhgn
@ ) Yar im drsten Weltkriege in der Feld 83, Xdln Riehl a
deuntscher Spoldat., Dort var schon ein grosser anti-§itismus. ﬁ_chgatt'e;i-
o _—
,'\
einen Feld<ebel, der mich ausschimpfte: du Baujude. ) ;
Q¢ Du Saujude? ) ) . g
. . :
3 Ja. Daraufhin habve ich nich g nmeldet bei dem Uffizierskomuendo ,.ujnd
. . nabe den gesagt was ich gend...was er mir zesagt hat, Daraufhiyﬁxat
er gesagt, er kenn n:chts mochen. Bs tut ihn Leid. Dara,ui‘i_inm%e ic':
zesagt: Dann will ich in die Front. Tud da haben sie mich in <€L S
. U L; : =
Pront geschickt, und zwar slidlich von by L8ceeM@iene. Z i
i 3: Cambrey? w0 :
’ o i: Cambrey, yes. Dort war ich dann bis zum inde des K:cleges, 1918 Hurde
Y entlaosen mit Zhren~ und Ordenzeichen, das iZiserne 'r-_reuz,und 'vearunéi
. detena.':zeiohen ~ denn ich war vervundet.am reciten Bein, und.'..c N
- ; Lo B
. g Pitte, -
- Z: Dann bin ich entlassen worden, und zwer mit 5C lark und,'e'iziém ; ug,‘

. einen Zivilanzug. Denn war ici... 5 :
‘ : Initschuldigen Sie, wo warsn vie _eboren? : Q
3 In ¥31n, I em sorry. Dann bin ich natiirlich wiedex Hach ﬁaﬁ_sé, %d
bin' anzestellt worden von einer Depértment store in Gelsenkirc}%,”.al
inkdufer und Abteilunzsleitsr, Dort...dort war ich ung ef._uu: dx%i ;1,
J shre, Dann habe ich die #irma.,.denn kemen din iféiis 'und I:m@
rein in den store und en sZmtliche Juden, &ie da vare-;, .LC’L‘E:—
o e, : 1
. 2
N s sz, und was haben Sie ol chty e
. 22 it ot ven mesas st euzx mit Ao Judon idr Jidir UO].lV.. 1;%

—
N
i
i
i
)
t
i

SEIAIHDHVJ
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skonmen nach “ause, uad als ich nach ‘fause kam, haben sie gesa'*: ;
i N
. - g
die “agis kommen, du musst d. h melden. Ich habe mich natiirlic qgae—
meldet, und wie ich auf der Office kem...auf dem Biro kam, wo dsa .
ilzzis waren, da sazt ein tezi zu wir: was, du meldest dich freify
. o W
williz? Sage ich: Ja, Ich mmss doch, xch bin doch Tude Sast er::&as
ist zut. Donn haben sie mich nsc h'ﬂortuund,gesphi ckt. Voq Jortmqu
kam ich nuci: Uranienburg ins concentration camn. EE'V
In welcher Yahre? - e
2
Jdgs war im Jahre 1939, .'=nf
307 ‘e
Yes. Jenn war ich.u.ungefihr.,.vie lang e.....38. Ja., 38. Dann w%%-ich
...wle lang? Linen Honat wer ich nur. in bager, und dann haben ng"'
n hoben sie die schranizen aud jemacht, und hoben ‘gesazt: du nst

Juden hier im Geschift. Dabei der Inhaber war selbst ?iﬁ Jude. Dex.

ouner, der menager. Es war ja ein Konzern. Dann,von da aus, bin ich:

. - o . o B Y
wieder nach Hause, und Zwar bin ich dann nach Herme in estfalen., ¥aw
Gort in einem department store beschdftigt. Dort habe ich meine an

kennen gelernt und wit haben geheiratet. Und...

tnd bitte,

[
=

Nas ist ndmlich meine ¥rasu. Und denn war ich in “erme....Dann k

aEOnaoud

[v]
o
H
[o]
3

A

die liazis natiirlich und da bin ich von einem Ort zum anderoen g

z;ar: nach Gelsenkirchen, nach II61n, nach ULsueldorf nacﬁ uis

dgnit die “azis mich nichi Lriegen konnten. Dann pldtzlich hat

-

o i

[¢]
E

Frzu telefoniert, es ist alles ruhig, du kannst kommen. Dann

ﬁﬂl w:ﬂ

ume Geld. uhne alles, .2 n “nzug war in der bauseanstal

savesen, der vollstirdiy zoxiritmpelt. Sann kam meine Frauw dozt:

IOWII {5

vnd wollids nmich abioler, Jix wollten in einom - wicder neach

v, clso dexr lLontrolleuvr uns nicht

beine ouden an, Daraaf hin hobe

3]

zinhof and sind donn doeiy mit

WOESARN

“
i
;
i
j

SHATHOUV
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i: @in andorer Zug.

L: Je, ein enderer ¥u . hut uns n1t~cnomm€n, nicht? Uir sind aie:

gefahren. 'nd denn bir ich ausgewendert nazch _anzma. ich

Jahre in -znama. Und war natirlich getrennt von meiner Irzu, ‘ch

alleine ausgewandert nach “aneme, weil ich hatte kein Yigur

b
[

Jhgodamt

Fran weil die nonsulate kolossale Preise genommen nehen

.

i ) Q: Das :ranama 1on5h1a*?

o4 ai

A3 Penama ionsulat.

o,

Q: ¥ie ¥iel?

K A: Oh ich weiss nicht mehr, ungefihr,,, wie viel war es denn? "ie vie

In

haben die genomien?

2: Yolcssal?

*

.
=
.

Ja, ‘also z1crllchq Summen. Hicht? 9o das ich nicht eine zweite Sumi

(FIOH HH

auflegen konnte fiir meine Frau. Damm war ich in Panama., 711f2uJaf

OH 'S'N FHL 40 S{)

und habe denn, nach 7 1/2 Jzhren Hachricht bekommen vom iotten...Xe
Cross, das meine Frau gerettet ist, dass sie in Schweden ist.

Und Ihre Fran war in...

N A: ...in concentration damp von Riga. Ich habe nlchts von ihr gehort,
und nichts von ihr gesehen.
Q: Fiir 7 Jahre?

Az Ja, und im Lager war es,..im Lager, in Oranienhurg var ec damals n&%E;

o

SHATHOUVNAASAN TVIIOIWIIN lel

s0 schlimm wie es spiter in den anderen Lazers wvar., Zwar, wie nwttaﬁ>
. .elnen =11 da, da war ein Rgg&t..da var ein ¥azi, der suchie =inen
‘Rechitsanwalt der ihn verurteilt hatte bei irgend.einer Gelggenheit,
) und den 3echtsanwa1t haben sie‘gofunden. Dann ha;en sie deﬁ ﬂechfs,‘

enwalt so geschlagen, bis das er leblos suf die Lisenbahnscrienen

gelegen hat und sich nicnt menr geriinrt hatte.

Q: Ja. Und Bie sind jetzt 80 Jahre alt. ..
A: Ja., Ich bin jetzt 80 Jahre alt.
Q: Ja. coupe.
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BOBINE 240

9: Ich habe eine Ffrage an

Co s

ie, Bleiben .Sie,
wife: lein, ich will nicht sprecaen.

Q: ilein? Warum nicht?

L]
wife: Varum...
o .
28 Worum nicht?
wife: I don't want to talk,
husband: Du kannst deutsch sprechen, der ierr verstsht deutsch..
wife: Ich will nicht sprecﬂen.
w: Warum nicnt?
wife:.No, ica will nicat sw»recnen.
@t Ich habe eine Frage...
- ‘ A: T don't want to.
i 1;¢ Haben Sie Deutschla,..beutscaland zeliebi.
husband: Yes. Warum nicht? #frilher war es_ja sehr schdn #n Deutschland
{fie deriaiser noch da war, da var es ja sehr sch6n'in Deutse
land.
. A - Haben Sie den héiser gékannt?
husband: Yes, kaiser Wilhelm der Zweite.

-

re V Und waren Sie ein Mitglieder dexr jﬁdiéche Frontkémpfer?'T
husband: Yes. Ich var ungefihr einen ikignat als jlidischer Fronfkﬁmpfeﬁ
Wi sie waren nur ein ionat?
husband: Ich hatte keinc 42it, iicht? men musste ja arbeiten um Geld
zu verdienen. »

it Jenn die lazi,

der _achtorjraifung,

oie nofl

keine of fmung

ausb nd: ascn sott, dch haitsz...ich watte da....ieh dor %eit nothrlich

40 SONIATOH THL WOUd IDNAO¥dTN

'S0 AHL

etwas dn deutsciiland zu .

10708 (0): |

SHATHOWV WAASOW TVIIOWIIN LSO
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&
.

husband:

husband:

wife:

husband/

Qs
husband:
P
husband:
Qs

nusband:

husbond:

unternehmen. Wicht wahr? Deutschland war fir mich, in dem:
toment war Deutschland, als ich im Lager war, fir mich er-
ledigt....Ja, Homent, ich komne. . ( gg

_ . . [ g
Ja. ) $ :U

Und...ich weiss, frilher war es sehr angenenm. Wie Kaiser

s

fl

Wilhelm noch da war, der hat nie den Juden etwas getan.,ﬂzbht?_

Die Mcnarghie, nicht?

a4 dda

ie sind niemals seit dieser Zeit in Deutschland zuriick S&kanse

#Hein, nein, Ich will es nicht.

Bicher, wir waren,....

e
ot

Ja, einmal waren wir da, aber nur kurze %eit. Meine Frau

da sehr geweint, und ich bin sofort raus.

o

Oie hat se r geweimt?

Ja, 3ie wollte, sie wollte nicht da bleiben.

i
i

Und Sie?

Tch habe...ich habe mich befriedigt, nicht?®

’

Was war Inre : 1ndrucnl

sn:»ﬂu A0 SONITTOH THL WO

Der Eindruck ein sehr schlechter, das das Volk nicht ne hr a

ot

ist was es Iriher war. Der Deutsche,

o

Aonnen Yie das erkliren?

Vomo

dUrklédren in so fern: Jir warsn in -oln, und wir habe1 ver

schiedentlich mir Leuten dort ses»rochen, die eine “nsich
natten, dass der,...das degime, wvollen wir sagen....also,Eziegﬁ
sazt das?....die Regierun;, dass die in Urdnung ist. ﬁichﬁg Und

ich war damit nicht einverstonden. Ist doch klarg

Jarum nicht?

Worum nicht? deil del im soncer woo Jude olb,v'EV

[_v
ot

ich nabe dort mi

mann ;j2soeociign, der 70 Jah:e

WO men,...in dor Stracsenbahm, und hebe ihn cesegt....inod

Y\é‘ll .

st vde izt las KBln?.Ja 3&.t er su mir: un

ss{AIH:mV-:W
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v
nicht mehr das, wvas friher das X§ln war.
v 43 Ja. Und haben S5ie noch anti Semitismus gefunden?in. Deutse d
a L ent? : () Y At
oder nicht? : .
. . ; =~
"ausband : sdein, Hicht direkt, nicht direkt. Weil dort, Sie waren nocg..
den Dollar, den wollten sie gerne haben, Nicht? o : g
- - ' | A
n “h, @ollar. Und “ie haben “Jollar? o <
¢ nusband: Yes, Ich war doch hier in Amerika...habe doch von Amerika,
nicht? Und den Dollar liedben sie doch, nicht? {wife talks g
him) Ich habe nimlich einen driver,der uns nach Hause féhrz,
darum....Er wartet, m
s Ich danke Ihnen vielmals, m\
nusband: Ich kann nur sagen, ich danke Thnon. Aufwiedersehen., ) g
) Interview Oppenheimer Ziering ' E
o ¥Y 70 8
1 Well, birs, Oppenheine?, it is your turn now. e
) ' . . \ m .
Uppenheimer: (very low voice) |
w3 ' Yes. ek
Copenheimer: Well, I was born in Germeny, Hannover, and when k,’che'f“aza% :
~came, my father thousht nothing was. Soing to happen %o ﬁ
because he was in Yorld War (ne, and he didn't want to gavd
’ Germany. V... o g ‘
. .
I Yid he like Uermany? é
Upnzenhaimer: Did he what? Did he like Gernany -]
] Yes, v E P
Gpoenheiner: Well, he felt sccure, he was 2 ormen citizen. I don!tt %in}
he disliked i%. 7o to that woint. -
e “nd the...Your famil:r lived in Grrmany since a long tinde
. fes, thay hove upnose, forever. Gr:§‘t~
naronts, grand-grandsore “hey hnve all lived in Loy )
. Un ry mother's sihde, as well as on my fatrerts sida. in

|
i
[
{
i

{

OdV Wha

SHAIH
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L]
]
ite
Opvenheiner
Opoenheiner:

when the Nazis dame, he really, he sort of felt oecure
because he was in "orlk Jar 6pe, he tqought nothln*' :
going to happen to him. .And when the so~called CryStérﬂ:“

Hight came, this was just now foriy years ago, if-was

&
?mml

really....well, + guess that:he felt they ﬁoul&

thing to the Yews also. Our house, thoush we lived in

i @i

jofi EI_H.L WOoX

German neighbourhood was absolutely forgotten. He newve

wvent into prison dn 38. Of course....

What do you mean, your\house was forgotten?

Was forzétten by the iazdg, to come in and get ny fath
in.,.during the Crystal bi h nven thouﬁhh we lived

‘&'3
2d to give up: tIM
"—-—-?‘M_.—\

.

a Jewish neizhbourhood, But busi..s

eeol think he £elt” toeiunsecure, ite felt, what nore cf@m
haypen? By the time hé had started to get papers from~

State

o

inite

=

(D

5 to emigrate....

certificates.

fes, affidavits. We got them from relatives here; ﬁew_gnl;

“ochelle, H,¥, and bJ the time we aoollad for a ”umbe“;n;

they told us we had to get a nudber, which unfortunateig

was wrong, the nunber...the number...an 1mm1*rat10q nu%ﬁb*

ox

V

to emigrate, TbﬁJ had told us at the various orga nlsatﬁ3$
that we need the numbers before:we set the qaners, but

)ers.frp&f

the United sistes to emigrate, we ot = very ni h nuubeEDf

W LSt

thet vas wrong., By the tine we had gotten'the‘g

W

and couldn't et out anyuore. S50 oy mother.in turn, ::

reelf out to lmgleaz o

UOXil. Lo we

,@ISHWTVIH_

SHAIHDAV Mﬂ
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Oppenieinsrf

Qs . S

Oppenheinex:

_with their four seople, and later on even that...everyQody

had to 56t out of ocur appartments, and went into Jewish
..+in homes which used to be the school, and people 13

in cemeteries, ein. etc. Ve shared one room, our fami

we were men, women énd children put tgﬂe—
ther in one room. ind the cemetery, the Jewish cemeted® alﬁ
over....
Waht do you mean, there werec people who were living i de
the cemetery?

Yes, a“solutely.

Byt where in the cemetery?

OH THIL WO @

In the....where they prepared the peovle years azo fo
o £ = Py (o]

burial, etc. And women and children slept there, and

Nid

former,...vher: we had ¢ lessons. ‘hey slept....ths a
B 2E
about sizteen or fourteen houses for siteen hundred %E%s.

Really, sort of...sverybody....

sixteen hundred.

-

$0 FHL

WISOVOOT0H

and

Yes, they were a2ll crammed together from Septembeiv
£i11 we weré deportad in December.

It was what they call the jiidische Iffiuser, no?
jﬁdische was?

Hauser. Iiduser.

Yes, yes, Jewish honmes, dignt., Judenhiuser sortof, Thatds .

vhat they wers called -~ Judenhiuser. ind we got...the

o

us one store to snon. :nd at nijht the dolice cane,

vent inside the houses, they...we had to 3o up'and}dov

the sitairs, whether the woiion were wremaent.or not, &

Just make life awiul, i1l the dey we wel

<
.
.
.
=
v
)
[}
ot
S
)
H-
=
s
=
]
by
(v}
o]
(=8
o]
X
o
jon)
ot
=
w
t
.l
-
&
0.
L]
(]
n
[

KNESOIN

0
AR
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-

or. so people that haa'just killed themsélVes'throuéhzdr'

or they hung themselves, various - . Life was unbear

able, Till we were deported in uvecember '4%, /

2 Bxcuse me, there were many suicides?

Opper helﬁer. many -pardon me?

o K : ¥any suicides?

Oopenheimer: Yany suicidess about 2 dozen 2 day. For that went on..
I <

5 A.dozen a day®

Oppenheimer: At times. That went on for days and days, Because it w

It was a period of three months in all houses. dannove

~
ot
().

a2t one time a large Jewish pqulation. 50, there were

o+
Q@
o,

0 SOXIa1GH ﬁHj: Wo&a aIDNAOUITH
B R

hundred Yews left,from those a thousand were dspor
Riga in December of '41,
qQ: Did you...Did you wear already, at this tine....%ere y

narked?

Onpenheiner: |Well, we had a Jewish star. V& counrse. dverybodv.

13

Jews in uermany wore a star, whlch sald Jude. Knd we weﬂ#,

C’I

. . only permitted to zo out certain...during theuday. You Efd

you could only walk on the side walks not on...next togp” 

- : side walk, where the cars were. You...There were stor..C:vﬁ'“

’1

certain stores assigned, where Jews had to snon. JewlshC)

schools wers closed. Of course thz synazo es had oeen

n;v_a

¢ burned down. ind that was sort of the life we had iﬁ thcae

three months prior to tie dejoritation. v3 _ "T.E:"”

only the Goarmans, the festano, or the...or: the Jeuo of,

Unpenheimer: ko, no, the

Unoenneiuer: . whe destano. Jut...they took care of

eve ytning, taw vwestopo. im evenrybody hﬂd'of_course o

STATHOHUY WNASOIN -
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Oppenheimer:

Oppenheimer:

. BOBIW: 241

Y M

[9%]

Ziering

&

‘%iexring

What was your name 2t the time?

married in Germany, and 1 yas born there. In 1933,

Kermkarte with *'J'. I have one at home, even.

Oh, we...bhe womer nad %o add the name Sarah. liy nam

was Lore Saran relsen, In other words. And the nmen

0]

to add the name...add the name'Israel on their cards

@@0“’84@5 L

ia

had a Xennkarte with a 'J' on Lt. Everybody had ‘hat,
think it was even nation w1de.

What do vou mean - nation wide. o )

2
®

HL WOYd

411 Gerﬂa ny had a “enakarte. zverybody. I have one a

even.

Okay, ir. hempinsky, rou renember yourself this

'Q
[0]
v
1=

Vi.e..vividly?

fl
L]

ts

Yes, I do. I was born in Gernany, 1926, “assel.

came from roland after World War Une. And...

=
o)
=)
=
g -
-
Z.
Q-
17,
©
g
=g
Hen
e
S

You are from PYolish origin, you are not orlrlnallj

+:

[I’Vial()"’il()‘H

J=le
5

i0, my fether and mother both came from ¥olend. Tley

had attended already a school, I could not go alrea to
a gentile school, I had to go to a Jewish school. 3a

the town, whers we lived....

ywhat was the town.

rassel.

o

r ¢t those tmqeu se)e:-

In HeSBef....00ws wer: alre:

6]
| el
| R

< -

from ron-J2wi. u, attended a sgell scho 1 vhich waS

asnm momms

scturtlyy in th: befinniag v 5F AJOSAT, then th
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.
E )
: {:
i .
: Ziering:
[*H
Ziering:
<
- iJs

it a2nd made a schgol out of it, and all dow:Lsh chLlaren‘hcc

. By whom?

certain feeling,.” already, that gou are somebody else,’

feal that when a teacher had to punish somebody, h- woula

to go there., And only.we had there Jewlsh teacners, »na'tna

hovw I started my school xears.lwe...The teacﬁers nere nob'
the gudlity we would have wanted to have at the be~1nniL

were seveoratinsg among the "**Aont_,

among the Yewish siudents.so called....I was gadled as a
child already, ein vstjude, because my grand mother svoke
Jiddisca, and I would come to school sometimes with ex—~

, which * was laughed at, -

pressions in Yiddi

By the children, by thae teachero...
Bu...70ou mean thz Jewish~German children?

Correct, and by the teachers. ind you could...you had a’

you a2re not jusie.noi enouzh you were a Jew, but ulreadv
gou had a feeling rou were oomebody else, that you uerp’

a special minorit: in the minority, so to say. You UOle

do so spzcially if had,..were a2n Ustjude. ind some of_

would come out oxenly out, ﬁnd tell you so.

But now did they say, 25 an insult?

children vould call me nanmes,

like thny nave o qometl‘os,.ccrualn identities

sy, ciilisen from Iest rooklyn tany wil

a

i Yowisn ciildren would

2 ssturdsys

JNAFS

-ﬂ_gni.-go SDNI([’IOH THL woa;»l aﬂ_:)ﬂaa&aau

SAAIHDHV
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s ) a ‘Ziering:

Qs

Ziering:

iering:

Hleringe

- were always pointed out: here comes the OStjude. EVen

I grew older, I felt it more and more, The frlends I ha%>

- Tou mean Ustjuden?

Waxr (ne, and maybe nad th: tron 2ross, or he went to

they voula 8o to serv1des there, and the Germénvleﬁ§‘£ad
thelr seﬁerate synagogues. .
llh:.s is tnue...there was...there was desnlse, it stly 1nggi
Germanj, among the German Jews towardé the’ so-dailed U |

Ostjuden. But I dldn't know that for a chlld 1t‘was 50.

v

Well, as a chlla you felt it, because the mentallty...y

c(nf-’d

I spoke fluently, my fathér, ny mother - they all spoL
fluently German. “nd somehow, somewhere they were alway,

pointed out.Yow ware seperate. You are...You don't belo:

.

& WOH.&I ax

A1l the problems starts because of you.
That's what they szid?
That was the feeling and the opinion. In other vords: %

A ST . EEY
German ew felt there tnat nothing could happen to hin,

d—

n E[HJ; 40 SONIGTOH TH

the peopele from the last, the Ust Jdden, they broul 1g
i : i

all the problems, théy had not the manners, they yould
nof have the;;,.the...théy did not Speak'SQ well German

they would not have the...the courtesy how tofauoroach

‘people, they would nok...they would do th1n~s dlerrentﬂP

H

than people were used .in Germany., ﬁnd that became oulte c>

a confllct. And as a child I felt .it- very deenl . &na

(%I

J

fl

fmsnw "IVRIOWE[W‘.LS

and the people I would get in contact with were mos" IV'

people with the same background zs I anm.

Hight.
Yes, and was ther. a change when the German Yews started

themselves to be segre;nted from neonle?.

.4 .

I would say, thzrc really was no chanve, Because tho Se

i

man Jews still folt at the iinc that eanch served in Worl

SHAIHOHY
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. Ziering:

Ziering:

A

college, or so to say unlver31ty. He was a bu31nessman.

‘He felt thathe st111...noth1n~ would Hanpen to hlm, but

. there. But as far as the eastzrn ans were concernéd' o
,A.

only to the people tney cane afterw_rds.

What was the job of your father? .

My father was a business man, iﬁ Germany. e ﬁad two:
clothing stores and we lived quite comfortable....
Yes?

Yes.

And in spite of this you felt this segregztion‘among the

Jewry?

ind did you...did you know Ugtjuden? In Hannove

Oh yes, .oh yes. Quite:smmliar. I went to a non Jewls
school in Hannover. I guess ;ith the age of. 5 :was
also born in 1926 -_nad aftar;h&fing becn ther fwo.or:
theee years, they started the ”ewish_schpél in Hanﬁovér

and my father wanted my late brother and my el; to atfe,ﬁ

that ny latc father was vewy c1ose w1th them. Ue were v
known in Hannover,. and all»our frlends or most of them 3
really, Qere eastérn Jewrs. In fact, that's more orniesé
eeoWhy? He was from a diff ent 01ty. ”Hat's exaﬂtly Whe-
he said, IN fact, our society was started w1th a. close ?
friend of mine; who lived nart. to us - also an'eaété:h
Jew.s who died...

You mean the gz shetto societ..
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Q:
. Ziering:
"
Ziering:
. 2:

¥

%2 nans, we do no: ¢zlons, wo could not live in Genneny.
—
Th cane to.um on. ATl 82id that yithin

back. That was the same with you, I suppose. Before ﬁhéy‘

wvent back in their own hom@s, they first went 1nto our

appartment,

Dut‘in'”enerallv spveaking, unfortuna tﬂly tHﬂt

has hapjpened in Gernany. AbsoTutely true. And I guess. xéa

as children did not feel 4hat Germen my 1ath°r or nmy oaﬁﬁnt

did. To us we were Jews. But I +think the=way nost

Iﬁg';
a&:)

devs, including ny father, felt: vhat is going to

iy
o
S
@
28 |

we were in World war One. They never e: tpected this to

happen. Or they really would have 1mm1ﬁrated earller,

o

especially my family. We could heve, if my father woul

have vanted to.

"3
ok
N

soNl(moH AHL WO

Put iir, ¥empinsky, you were...your fenily, you were de

too, I mcan, before the...before the iristallnacht.

Tes, we were denorted since my perents bOuh caznz from

-olwhd and ss., That meant ve hthD

were stztels

no Polish...,we didn' have‘a }01“ sh nat:onal;ty, and re%}?v

am';%
boqur

we did not h:ive th> larman nhtlonellt"

Mhev too us

they deported us to Schheidemﬁhl. It's on the ﬂolish

Yes, 'and can you zxplain way.

How it hzppened?

Yes, And wvhy.
Whg it haosoenedy
dell, the German nolice said tiat all veople which are n

i, ca t live -

owm LSnVQQi'OH\

anymor

fecl we do not...ve are not’

o1z hour we r via fto ack cuitcase.

“nd tiay

flon, na - g l‘lJr“’

SEIAIHC)}ISV Wnasnw TVIA



we were about 500 men women and childrenee..

" ) “*p_d this was when exactly?

Ziering: This was in 1938,
o .

e 4 Yes, in the suaner of 1938

[ER
o

Ziering: dight, right. snd they put uws on a itrain with gmards',
As they merched us.from the homes to the traln—st tlo .
pH They gave you one hour delay?

Ziering: vne hour warning,

33 ‘ They came suddenly?

oud c[i{_:)nﬂoggléiai

Zisrings they cume suddenly. Right. ind we had a and :,usz

one suitcase, as 1 have said before, and they nie.rched'-]
us to the train-station. ‘eople on th: street would lcﬁ:.

The police wa:r marching in front and in the back, so t@lt

1

nobody could esczpe, And we were locked in in 2 traln,Ua.nL

o
- it took us about two days to reach Schneideniihl, whicl%s
on the ¥Yolish border. o
43 It is near...n.ar ->bonsia. Z,b&tglz ‘j ' r\ : :
Ziering: _ Right. E .
242 RRR /I
. A L.
- - A E
: plans de coups - IHUST 2 g
. Y 72 S
Ziering The reason I believe that tany deported us is that 'a_lg’
_ rolish citizens at the time, nad to send their nasspor@s.’
in to “Yremkfurt, which had 2 olish consulate. ond gH - -
“olish governmunt hed to extzad the visa or stamp t‘le <%
passport for extonsion, whereby you would be t;.\:n a -i’o%,sh
citizan, whi xd the 1olish . av\.: aif
not sond th? »assort bzciz. Lo thoet mede use th: £1hy
. statsloss, “nti
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Aiering:
i
i
i
i
‘ - )
| Zieting:
-
.
.
-~ Q:
B Zierings
-
.

Polish Jews or certain elements which was not desireable,

so to speék. And I think that's why the actlon betréen.tﬁé-

two governments happenede..

wy ! ! .
it was an €sczlation.

Rignte.

Before the¥y den't want the JevS.... : .
Rignt, the folish government didn't want the Jews bachga1

the Qerman did not want them in Germany.

happened.

—

As a matter of foct, it was the fl“"t de0151ve experim

it was a kind preliminary for the externination.

Be...weil, it vas've“v hard for a child

bolieve suddenly = that the police comes and within

hour you have to g0 to the rajlroad station in a city

ou wers born, waere iron imew everyoody and you felt
? < J 7 v

a child: what did -~ ﬂo? ind nere you zre being marché

and veryovody stood and looiked at vou like vou ATBcew

men vith two horms in Foux Heaé. ind suddenly you

what the Stiirmer would show you: with a long nose

with dizty clothes and all the pro
have during the yeaLs...
What do you mean, you bﬁl:eveﬂ?

As a child, I meen, you ‘hear every

torman. fou xnow the 1 n;u . tou

sndd=.1y, as a child you ses you &

police. You facl, well, mayos 1 &

are

y taleing now

id somethinr wrong.

vel

..j’
.

N ESIVOOTOH 'S

ot
o]

pagenda we used

(]
0]
&

day: you dirty

"
?

ou dirty Jew. sud you see the newpapers. -sind you
Lay J
see this daily.

are being taken bv

toein st t1on.

nqd}m@m '

snd that's whé?

&

SHATHOUY wnﬁéﬂuﬁ

OH.!

égt,jg

[+

]
N

;
g
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-
Ziering:
w
‘.
-
Ziering:
re’
"P
Tieoring:
. .

were crammed in the train, as + told you before.vﬁni;itfto

g
.;g,j
z

4+ the rolish border they kept us about over night in =

us about two days to reach the polish border. : (

< §
Yes, and what hajpzns.

train, which...suddenly all the heat and everything was @at‘

off. ind the next morning we start...the train storted é;&hg

q

into Poland and the Polish government stopped us and'weﬂﬁd
to come back. This went on...once...well, two or three

times. And then the Germanspolice, who wazs guarding us
2 E) ?

¢

HL WO

HH

and said: well, the rolish people will not let you in.

-y
H

you have to do is:youw have to go back where you cawnsz.
But we have to charze you for transportation.

>
ou have to nay.

4G SONIA'TD

You have to »ay for it, J0 some of the people did not 'l
i . .

) ; T .

enouzh money witl them, because they were taken on tas

]
o]
¥

o

of the moment. Som: othsrs helved them out. And we came

two days back to :-2ssel, where we started from.

S'0 HHLE

™
[o NN
[
e

But for you it was...as a2 matter of fuct, it was ratisr

2

b 4
o
i
el
Jor,

it was...is far as . know, for other peopsle it lasted s

weekS..s e
Aight,

...0r evan montns.

’hose were neodle vho were taxen before us. We were ha

WAW 1SNVOOT

o .

not nanyy, we werc lucly that we were one of the pcople

s

rolizch

4
o

or uniucd

SHATHOUY wfiﬂsriw TYIHO
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2i ering:

L\U

1er13

CQ

Qs

sZééring:

I think so too.

all the years, what happened tb me, I think we got.luckv.‘

JEIH

If I would have been in Poland, + would have nrgb olJ v o
hive survived the War. SO0.....this iS.... .

. N v
4nd wnat happened when you returned to...to ®assel?

[
o

¥hen we returned to »assel, again we had to atteﬂd_to
and then in 1939 the war broke out.

D'e*?n.\reeru..?

esoP0land and Germany.‘is sdon és it st-rted, ....2 Mo

—

L nonth after we canme aucjg

ot
-

}EL WOoud §monao

now, you have to forgive ne.

the German police came again and they just took the mend)f

ct

the women, Just men. They took my father, ny uncled:jan\'

no

about anotier forty Polish stateless - so to say > men,iand

S

they had some peonle from Hannodver, I believe, and from

. .
otaexr cities, just ned, and they.did the same +ﬂlﬂ.. ‘Th

LHO

sent them to the Colish bordcr, and tq1s...tney wovla gﬂi
them outof the train;vand shoot after them and chasn tqgn
across the border. the Folish police on the othor side_would
chzse then back hud shoot after t1°m w1th dovs and hunt C}hem
at nizht, ‘Ythis went on for adout theee days.'fhat's vnuﬁb
my father {old ne., %+ htis tine, the Uermens woula not i@t
y one in to “ermany. dhét he didé at the tine, he'escaggd
froxm th: groun of about fifty seorle, my father, and héE:

2

came pack during th- ni ht, sfusr four or five days, I

nd he told us wvhut

taen the noxt zoxnin,

o

STATHOYVINAISOI TYTHOWT

nd hz took a ftroin o

LB
d“
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28

Ziering:

Ziering:
Ziering:
e

sioring:

Tes.

right avay a visa, within one week, that they can go, &m=~

nigrate inte Zngland.

“ith this my father came back to Xassel and he vent tchné

Aaaq

f1 'in §HE 40 SONIC'TOH FHL WGHE AT

police station, to the mayor of iassel., :nd he prcsent

et

ck

780 5]

with those papers, whereby all tha beonle of the

got permission to come bock to hassel and within three

i
=]
(0]

they had to leave it ané immizrate to angzland, There &

went to a...nitchener camp, I believe...

‘his is what he;

to vour fathex?

zt's what hajnened to my father.

de immigrated to I

ie immigrated be...just before the war eoke out into
sngland,

ind you stayed in Germany alomet

and my mother, ny trother, myseli, we stayed in “assel

9
and

+

thit he would work out pad

and we. sup...wve vere hoping

for us, that we would im...impizrate afier him to &n

In ths necantine th . war broke out beiween Poland and

e

ofio

the firsi day... thiey roundgd us all

z0 to ~gcause then .t

SHAIHOUY WNASO TVRIOGIWIN ISRV

&

1 citizens, sand here I was.

g
[}

ye2rs old, my brother was eleven years old, And,...

Puddenly you gat n citizenshin,

t. Duddenly + ==

s the enemy of thy :eich. ind we wo

aave to report every morming, bofore I went to school,

e

th2 police etation, and comt in and L would h.ve o 8

- R RN v R, - . ey oy e =
Ioan tht “ew - wsracl oopinsiny,
Jou . o sa, tiis

. a1 N Py 3
Jos. aluvay e old,




)
~J
[

Gy
g

i
W

G Zvery morning?

Selring: © Sver; morning, .ind the Police Wachtmeis

& sgenrgent - sometines wounld keep e st .na:mg th re, es",
minutes, ten nmirutes, sometimes he would kiek me . "r1
rear anc‘t say: zet lost., “omatizmes he would sa.y~ sey i

again., #xwanid: _say (XExzzaEim say it az zain., or - sing

g
%
) <
" ®me., .nd here was L with my bro ther, who was a year a.n =
half younger than _'ii,. my mot rer, ¥y mother would hove t;

say: I am the Jewess Sarzh “empinsky, Xy brother vcul&

WO

T +

e . . . - P ) v Eyy .
1 an the Yew Sigfried fempinsly and I am the "ew ermann-]

sempinsky,

' Y hy 4id you gzet this “12:10, so German name? Hermann, Sig

5
7y

Ziering: I Xkeep wandering ayself, but + felt thatoy ’pa.rents: felt

: ‘quite secured wvhen they emizrated into Germany. Ana th

'?s:)‘mafmﬂ aH

- . snoke the 1anrzua;v3 well, fThay

ey wanted to assimilate?

I believe so, to 2 coriain amtent.

Sk Can you say it in ue r"x“.n, how....n20%w you hzd to do i% »e'

e

,"-ri’ﬂﬁiﬂi)

day?

Ziering: Yes. lch bin dexr

de Merpann ,enpinsky,

Israel —empinszy. or my brotier would

Jude 9i- l‘*‘l"d crael lempinsicy

bin

X

the funny thingo is souctings thl uz r‘t"

nars

i-ng

innst édu ue’m Hermaun h’»eis@e.;

- 1 Al
LONNTG .LC_'JZ

i bist 2in SeavcelHe

S

N
i
1

j

?
i
SAATHOUY IWNA

i nelast dut Loaan Antte feh d ' nNN....then

LN
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BOBING
HY T3

Ziering

~
o)
.

Ziering

Ziexin::

dL
.

“iering:

243

i would say

At the police st tion I woﬁld have  to say: LU'name ié;

oudayd

Hermann Isitael Iony 1nskJ. My brotne? would have say: I'mg

0

Sigfried Isrzel hempinsky. ¥¥d my mother would sa"--I amn™)

the Jew,..Jiidin sarah Kempinsiy. So then sometimes the

J ad

Wachitmeister would say: How can your name be Hermann Isrgel'

(0)

Kempinsgky? Our feichsazrschall's mamé isiHermann. At thég

tiem, eleven yea.s old, I didn!t know what to tell hinm.

HL]

A

H 's,'_n AHL 40 SONIATTGH

Sc -he said: Your name is Saujude Tlermann Israel ¥empinsk

T

What is your nzme? ind I would have to zen€at ths same %
1 vould have ¢35 stand at attention, straight u>, look at
him and keep on telling him., The same went for ny brothe
and the same for my mothear. |
And you said exactly?

Exactly the way he had: Ich bin der Jude Hermann Israel
iempinsky. Oder ich nusste sagen: 1gh bin der UQLxude
Hermonn isrzel oder “chweinehund
anderen Eémen. 50...Das war immer verschieden., Und dann nﬂ}

sie mir 1nﬂer....lne ...th‘y uoald tell us alvay' wnut

:)01

nappened to Greenspen, the dow in rar 5. Because Cr"stal;>

ilight started on this account. Because he went ana he sho@l

in the Yom Rath.

fis parents h-ve been deportnd from Tennover, I helieve.,’

fes, like you.

Like me, :ind 1 could vnderstand, if I would have 1 wved in

2
ot

SN TVIIOWAIN 180

&

wris, maybe 1 would hove zhot the wholo embassy, - ven

the a"ﬁ of ten vy think

Lowar too roum i

|

!

|
saAIH:)}& wnﬁ[
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4iering:

Ziering:

I didn't have the courage or‘thebproper thing., 1 dld'nt
knov what I was doingzg. f - o {
Yes, and do you...you had to do this every morn’in,;?o
Svery morning before 4 went to school,
For how long?

Till we were deported to Latvia, to diga.

Lo Riga. 'This means for almost two years,

WOM‘([EIDHGOHJH .

Bvery day?

avery day, eve -y morning, and they would have & specia

[}
1

book.For us, and sometinmes there was a Wachtmeister, s

TOHAHL

times just tne police officer, always wvere different

2]

EliHMO SaNm

People on duty. It depends the mood he was in. Sonmetin

they would sit arouad, ten or eiznt of them, an“ laugh
[

here comes the “ermann. ie has itine nane of'our eichs

2.

3

o
s

ind they would make fun-o

schall, rHier conas pigfried
of us. /nd my »oor mother would have 1o look at tbls. ﬁﬂd

And ve guot hrd to

~

:)()__T_I‘O_H°‘S'

she just didn't know what to sa

it.

And do you remember the...the Urystél Haéhf~in:£és sel
Yes, I do ranerber. Yhey...at the. time, they..;ﬁéswere%%ﬁ
our house. We had a curfew, we were not aliowed to go.gg

after certain times, after nine o'cléck, Itbelieve. AQE:‘
aligg;
O

they took everything

tinen th= $5A Storm itruvopers, they vrec...tnny b“ol

the Jevrish stores, all th

t

ey could., ‘iley t mating fires in the:synagogues.

and tha3 noxt dav they came and the tooir all the CO‘HVJEﬁy

[y

well :mown wneonl:, +hey hrd fto clzan w, ‘cv oL
»eos J e , ;

on thon: Jevs, wndorounls” it oon all B wmhows

|
SHATHOHV wﬁas*n



on that -no_‘oody WiS....Juden, jidisches Beschift, that néquy ¥

should cons in and by anrthing ox do any busi.ne?s with

Jews, _ v L Tt

Q: ¢ ) Yes.

Y

Oppenheimer: I remember the so-called Crystal Night today ve:ry clea

=

-
L]
°

=
¥
o

what 1is c°1led Crystal iight today very clearly.

£

1 Wodi dagnaoddas.

[5)

brother and I went to school., e had & Jewish school.

wvent thers in the no»ning, not knowing wvhat had hanpene

&nd it was a short walik from our house, maybe five minu

42}

of
[EN
,.J

i

wvalking. And thers was 2 bedding store between. I
remenber the name: Speyer, vhich was completely demolis

the feathers, everything, on t‘na...on the street. Well,

had no idea what happened. e come to this Jewish school?

D

* And thers wers no teachers and ths »olice was there. iAnd
. -

they told us: the sy 1e,:‘O“uLe was buf:nlng. '1‘}~a.t!s all we wé!.je
told. And the synagozue, a:rain, was within: walklrv dlst Ecc,

We didn!t think much of‘ 1t that 11; ‘was in all Geraany, &e——

. ..
cause thare wus an article in the Dapers p 'r to thlo, C@:z.vt
. the large synagogue from }?iedersachsen - that pa.""t of Geg-

many -~ was going to te burned dmm. -md ’cqat vould h‘,.ve @en :

L4 - [~
' the synajosus in Hmanover, inyhow, we vent 'ba.c.\ hone, n-»g'.te

-~

brother ani i, who incidentaly ve rlshed in Dachau aiter, y}_,m

£ Your

Uppenhziner: Yes. He was with us in iga, and he vas devorted after :’E‘a
tnol, lika . wag too. “When from Stutthof to ilzy,c';iaQ
waere he diod or killed,..was killed in iarch of 45. anyiy

we walked back to =iy narants to tell them that than sna

: was burning

ny 1 fe fatacre, of course ¢t very upse

dg didntt

mow that tnere wes much more than it to it. -~ia

he went on the way -~ azlf way to the school thero was 2

saAIH:)zr\rW; SAIWS
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had flown over to the strests wkere ve 1ived, and we Jju

my late fatier, And after this was all over, 24 hours»o

dewish fanily, Loewenstein, who'were in charge of the
Chevra kadisha, the burial serviee of the ovnabfﬂub, He
went thers, wanting to ask if he could ‘save...helo-to s

some sefer Torah - the holy scrolls of the synagozue. T

\

opened the door for nim. And he was very lucky. hey as

him/ where do you want to go? and he said:he wants to s

ey

i, Loevenstein. Well, they just said he wasn't there,

sent him home, Hever...I mean we wers very lucky in as-

as they didnt!t tell him ir. Loewenstein was already in.

THL mcgum@;gaqmm o

'+

q%oﬂr

bt

verhaftet or mut into jail. They sent my father home

father cams home very ujset with what had happoned.

(3
s
[o]

SHNIA

there and he couldn't do anything. tganvhile he put

radio on, even though it was prohibited in those days,

those hours rataer. ind we had neard fnat had hwcnﬁned,c:
i .

! R .
that all the synaz ozues were burning. In fact the paper 7 )

EEII-IM

sweated it out. We were just sitiin there. I meai, whilg:QQb
: 195}

heard thet all the men were put in jail. Somehow tuey  famsa

"TOH

so later, we had a call from a non-Jewish man. His name

wes Pritz Xohler, so L remember, :ife called up that

o
=
o
P>

were _oinz to vut t:e last men in jail and he wanted my

father to camne thore and hide, vhich my late fufher di
Aind somehow he was spared in 38 to be »ut into jail. I

he was onz of il few, if not the only one, that wag no

3.

©
o

WQMW-LSDVQO

»ut in jai ind for some reason or other, they for

appartnent, whereas nll thw otiaur avpartments - not

n:
g

SAAIHOHV WNES
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5
©
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D
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stores destroyed, bu the alrarctment

averythin:.




Ovpenheinmer:

leave Germeny vithin a fev wecks. And that fanily - hies..

They had to wori: on th: strects in Tlef’bau...tht was a

Everything?

Bverything., Tye chtures were cut. T mean, gferythiag*tphgy
just...all the st....everything was just...whatever a @v ‘
ovned was Just...busn.ness was closed ulter that, nobodg was
alloved to de anymore businzss and the Jews...altex akg thi
after the nmon were...&ome of them wvere freed weeks anqﬂ

months lzter, some Jews had to emigrate to Shanghai - é;ay‘
is how that emizration started. I had a late uncle,. a E:

-

brotrzr of my father, who had He exizration papers realy
H o Py

)

for iustralia or somewhere, ind he was released from m
Dachau in those day. with the widerstanding thet he wogq‘.
my uncle and the sunts family - they all went to Shang,ﬁi
in those days. “hat's how 2 lot of Jews were sa vec. v1a.O‘

Shanzhai. snd th: Ypws,after all this was c“'ber...ove"";,q

a few unoniias latcr, some Jewz wera relnaged fro ) c.h'eseH‘

jeils, some had dicd there, some immigrated to She .11"10,%‘

called ...ditching graves and odd works in the 01ty. Ir_-t'
think that was also all over in Germa.ny.at that_ time. :(ﬂ)d'
ny father in fact h~d a severe heart condi tlon t‘wroubhd

this., T mean, h=z wz: not accostomed to hesvy work llke'-]

W

that. And he died later on duz to that in '/|1, witich. 1&’-."

capital in itself. in fact he died the nlwht t

- .

first a2ir raid attack, heavy air raid attack on cit;r W
due to the fact - noi throu s bombs - but we coul-ﬁiﬁ"‘t t
no 2lnnee, no deociors, or notaing, ¥t was in Z::ic‘e‘c-x'uf;
21 that he dizd got

ountioors.

SHATHOUV wnasnw"wmow
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Oppenheiner: In Hannover before the denortation. But more or less due

to tha...due to the ultler era, due to the work he h?d t

do aft_er 38. : o |
S ’ Yes, of course. Okay, can you tell me more vhat we said

\

0] about the daily life....the...
. . P

Oppenhelmor. The daily life "ot more and more rough. I think “in that

a:»[:ma;oa;_ImI i

IO ¢

respect each city had about different...z little differe

circumstances. You had, like you said, Juden unerwiinscht

all the stores, and we had seperate sitores for each onc Hed
i ' shop. groceries...

Ziexring: We had the same. ie were noét allowed to go in every

i3
2

oH IH

storq. de had a store where only Jowish peonle could, go i

and whers like you would get second rate merchandise.

L
b
[

ONIC]

. ‘ food wasn't the same as anyone else. You would get speci

(0
'S

. .
type of food. The méat/wasn't what it should have been. X
\' other words, Pprobably if a2 horse would die in the strcet,mihi
would be what we had to eat.

oH But you were gathsred too in special h uses?

'S'n FHL IO

iering: They took us...yes, yes. iney took us little by littlc ou

X ‘ from our homes and they would out like where usually one

family would live, suddenly three four fT‘llleS would haov

to live in. They stirted to concan >

P
(o]

S_flVfDO’IO’H

ate more and m re th

veople to certain arsas and certain dizections.
P ' Tes, it was a kind of gheti-isation.

siering: Ghzt...richt, right, -180, 211 th~ men hcd to stort workir

and the children over 14 yoars, they wouldn't go un

ne

hi

school. '"hey would taka rtain jobs. ind suadap%v-v

Wﬁm@waw L

I
i

wm[sn

Just coulda't do anything SAYMOre. i0U...you vers jast.

wiere rou walked,

“
[}
&

you weant, they knew »i-it

- . . ¥no you were, Snecislly .in & town like sessel with 200,00

<

SE[AIHZ)HY



Riga 42
qu; . . : o o . .

people, you knew all your neigbours. As soon as l‘walkedfl

in the street, I was pointed out. If I would go in the
morning to the school,children in Hitler youth uniform

would be standing thers end t“sts get the Jew!. It was
N =] o

=
=~
e
every day a'strgggle for my brother, for myself, to get Eg
- . to school.‘There wouldn't he one man-oi woman or anyone ga
standing saying: wﬁy;rwhy six - eight youngsters wduld S
suddenly‘throw themseives on us, start heating us ang é%

hitting us.

BOBINE 244

|
i
I

WY 74

plans de coupe -~ LUHD

Zlering: In the morning after revortis

N v am tha Jey Herm

scinool. Un the way to school usually we would fina eight. .\

ten iitler youihs in uniforz or sometimes without it, they
v . L
would call us Girty Jews, would start Atting us. (By us-

™

I mean ay brotirer asd nys=1f). and no one in the strcet:

. would stop and say: leave the children élone, or whiy are

you fighting: ox interfere in any way. nd that wvas o
ocrurrance. It was quite = struisle for us to

day to school., e sams thia

the way home. o cone home

would hive to run away. v

ny orother was smalls

2]
£
&
[N
®
A
of
W
o
9
o
P
o
O
I
ot
o
]
@
-

Lovelt lixe nsrotectin,;

T W very hu ve ot

- kids, neizhbours, tuat we ussd to football wit:, that.

Net we usad to

SELAIIIC)2[‘71KH]5[STTP@“13?1?1f)fﬂﬁfﬁ&ﬁfﬁ%i¥%9€¥§£3}iv
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'
J

R

-
v

. vl

. Ziering:

“.then again, they would call you the feige Jude,fwho is

play in their homes, would beat un my. brother. So I,ﬁas;th
the bif one and wanted to protect him, would go in so wefJ.

voth would get it. And the only way for us was Fo'rune Ang

always running avay from everythiag. “hatever you did, jo
you never did the right thing.vThen ve wefe restricfed
wita rood, clothes. 4nd we hed to buy from special stores
vanich was ouite a hardship.too, beczuse it wasn't the fre
food, it wasn't the...tha meat it should have be .n. It wa%

everything second and any price they wanted,they would

A

¢
charze us. Like cozls in the home: we couldn't get the E§

coals, 50 ny brother and I would go once 2 week or twicéE§

a week out about an hour away from our honme with a little

cart and would ©vick up coals and bring it to the home, .’

or deliver it %o som% older peonle that had no heat’in’b'

their aomazs. Our bank aécouﬁﬁ they stopped,‘so mﬁ ﬁdtﬁé?é
would have to zo out and wgsh élcths'foi other people;:ﬁﬁg
we would have a few dollars to dbuy food and the neéesééﬁy'
in life. ind this is what I remembér...;

Ihere were cases of suicides too in....

Qh yes, yes., Paually the éuicides voﬁ woul& fiﬁi anong.
nzomls vhich wera born in fe many, whicé livea'ﬁhsﬁebali-

their lives, and they believed in,..the only thing that

really mattared to th.m was bain German. I can 3ive you

a very sncll exa

in 42, waen i in camy and
centration can:, in | aliserwalg,
suiizaly »~lanes were flying sbove un, find one elderly

32 nan Jow said to we: our -lanes are flyingz,

+hey said this:

SHATHOAY NOQH
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e
Ziering:
-
¢
s
Zzering:
ie
Qs
hd .
v Odpenheine:
- . Q02

Onpenieined

b

1little any more, i was a2 man - fourteen Yyears old thugg

Yes, these were the German Jews.

Are you sure of what you...

Yes, and I am as a little child, I asked him,..I Jasn't sc

I asked him: what do you mean tour planes'? YOP are hagé
in a concentration camp, ail yéur péople are B%iné kiE;ed
your clothes are bheinyg taken awa3, you are bearen dai

one slice of bread and coffee. How can you say toux psgnﬂ%
are flying'? Ané even as a cnlld I couldn!t unde rsta;a

the mentality .of those people.

fignt, right. #nd again, as a child, you were taught

be respectful, we kept quiet, btut somehow all your mi

a THL WO!

everything in you was mixed up. fou Just dluv'* ¥now

Iﬁ.ﬂ

is the reality, wvhat is wrong, what is right. 1ou...y53
jLSt wanderedy what people could be, what “they had oe@ﬁ

tirougﬂ, what they have seen,,what they have sufjered¢ﬂhaﬂ
p :
i

this in their nind, saying: our Tlanes are fl ing, :ﬂu

s

lieve. You talked about dogens of suicides,'daily? fod

nonths?

Yes., Daily, deily. Constantly

Uiy

I

I & a2 hundred rercent sure, In fact, we have seeﬁ th
graves in thz Jevish cemetery in uannover, Ty fatne

lying there. Thers is onc...onz stone after anonter -

by

wmsmm i

the same dates. e have seen it a few years ago.. 'n

i heve showed it Yo my daughtcr =nd said: these a»o

groves wiet had sanacied rishit..risit then ans

Zzcause we werw livinz all tojetuer aad- they hun - tie

S

elves in the toilettes ox tiey Yook wvills. «t wad

2]

®
o

Q,

car the sane bzex now i thinig... wean

SAATHOAV W
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IS H

Copenieimer:

‘{you tzke the Ffornen gym hall, there were nundreds of th

looking back, 1 surv1ved but the ma30r1ty aid not surv1ve

I think those ueopla were better off, lhew saved themselves

from a lot of problnns which were stlll ahead of thﬁm g;hld
oa)

they didn't know in those days. This was pricr %o the 0B

vortation,

“nd this happened in these Yewisgh houses.

PRSP

in the Yewish housss, yes. Absolutely.

while you were gatiered.

fes, absolutely.

Pow did they kill themselves?
By taking sleeping »ills, by heaging themoelves, verio
kinds;

Yid you witness this yourself?y

I personally have not seen that. how, out 1 mean,'we w

'Sﬂ‘isli([’lOH &Hl WO¥d aIDNdO0

]
4]

children, I guess, Ly father was Aot alive ahjmorc. lt

in 41, In the fall, before we were deoo"ted ’II"L ss" ny

are these thingé from us.: _n fuct

(‘D

b

G)H“‘Sfl’zl

mother triesd to

shared a room with only 12 - 10 pedple or so. But...yé

B < I

“oma' of these wmooms had 15 and 20 veople in thﬁrﬂ ~Lr_

g

upstairs as well as dovnstalrs. The“ j

undressad, and downstairs thay :
iiow mean-iile =

rell =5 upstairs, in those 2lzces thore

“hat do you call the forner gym hall?
Well, what would i S2y - turnhalle, what do Jou ca 11 1t

2 gyn place. that's a symnesiam. o sjmna31um.'"hera'the

was unstairs used to he for thz...foxr

mmsm

us children to.

the. '.N.ll“‘ \"‘”“lt

i aunared Jews Hwed there dovnst 1rs
b4

an not live 1n 1

STATHOHV WﬁlﬂSﬂW ’Wmo
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Oppenheine

we were in the building what used to be the Jewish schdol.

=y

doua

ind since we had to get out of ovr houses,.l believe
wvas 1940, out of the appsriments, we had to, vq nd oui
a few othsrs. We were in this wr@ctluallJ evidh schoo

already. But my family shsred one room: y...0y late fa

(]

my brotiher, my late boother rather, my mother and nyse
Yow while we just had partitions from each...the narent

and my brother. Iut then, in 41 we 2ll had to s»lit th

(0]

'S'N AHLL 40 SONIATOH THL WO¥H a1

roons with probrbly ten twelve others. This particulor

large room, 3Jince we were in tasz tlding already, we

moved in a room where thers uvers only two fa ilies of e

Y

or ten peorle, and let others go into that room where
thére were fourteen, Of course, if someone didn't wake

up in the morni throug pills, the others had - seen’

it. But we were in a sma11er room, S0 we dlan't. I ners

sorally did not see it, But 1t Ja———lt hap ened daily.
absolutely.

Yes, and now ths,..the devortation, or the. ..
Hell, the depo---

ee..for the east, I mean, did...did you exge'c't this?v”.'.
No. e vwere one morning being mad_eﬁ #are; Sincévwénge
2ll living in these fourteen houses, the sixztoer hundre

Jevs, One morniny,it was Jdecember the 12th, we were tol

zsid Gartenbausc;:le-

to o into wh

chshara, Tight? “%t was ve

been wrevious tr.onanorts sbef ey
no%
lo, w2
e £

+h
o)
s

|

nﬁsnmhvméwgwmshvaofmn‘
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Ziering

had come back, and then the nen were deported, tnef d'dn;*
come back. Put this was thz first meln dexortwtlon kA

went from Tannover, absolutsly. 1 think...yes.(The
and the largest. For we were only...we were on{y six

@Hglﬁ‘&

hunired Jews left. : o . - o
{es. #nd this was in december 41. -

In 21, YhCeeee

and your oim transvort?
Ve went Adzcember 41 too.
< Becem:er 41, too?

o

started, when the Ger"m

Cey
o
-

NICIOH FHL WOIA aaond

so called were denorted.

ot
(o]

“ith ne it was previous, because [ couldn!t go anymo

school so they trizdito send ne to Frankfurt. They cg

ad

d‘1)§:)

t
“ . .

it the llandelwerkstitte, that neans to 1earn & trad -qtha
I could be hedpful to thz German 1ndustry, or nower, Eiat—

: : a - ~ r" a

ever it is. ind i had to lcarn auto-mechanic t"e_v. agg, .
N L]
they sent me thers, & Telieve, in lay of 41 Rio"’m‘:. %
41, And I....they sent me there and I had. to learn torte

an auto necnanic, .né work tasr: eYerJ day. ¢bout uhrC}

V

itysowvell, nct thoee nopuhs, in Docemy

4

months afterw:

e

beginning of Yecenber, my mother.called me up and said

L;Sﬂ

(=}
o

méwam

,
ks
[

;

you betiercome brck ri,

away, because we are heing

say trassported, you are b

Jlkay, did you omdect your...tiiz cevortationt

SHAITHOYV RNASAN



Frank® urt ‘to learn a trade, auto mechanic. And Jbst thin
about it as a youngsterx, Jou ﬂust wanted to fl” bucL n&*

you ddén't know how. You wer= not allowea to go anynor

movies, you were not d2llowed to go anymore to a‘cdnccr

you were not allowed to go to & football 6r socceer

)

qw& ([:;i':)_f‘ia

-

you were not allowed to 3o swinming, you Jjust were &

2

S50 what I would do is, sometimes I'd take off m

<
]
<k
o
[}

o
3

just go among the people. ‘nd one incident I remember

»’1'\1
3]

&
<

well, because as a child - maybe it was very very chil

thera wag a film playing Jud “iiss, waich vas orginally

book, + thini, by-Leon Feunehtwanger....

4 vey zood book,

e

JHL JO SONIATOH AHL

aight, an excellent book. ind then the hezis made o f

1=l
oo

of it. And thsare was a very very long line to go into

3
(o]
W)
B
5
>3
o]
o]
3]
=
e

movie. And I said: it would b2 nice to

7]
@
[0]

£l

I tock off ny s*'“ of David, =né : stook in the line.
of course peopls standing arounc and meking jokes, whcﬂﬂybu<
wait about half an hour till the movie Suarto. (ne sa 8011

Garman: Is stinkt n-ch Knoblaumch, *t neans it smells lg§e~

ok |

garlic. They would cIl that the ewish peopde -eatfa.

3071¢

54
m

of garlic and onion, tdoy would smell and they would

- 0

Av
2

and tain.s like one soid: there is & vewu

us., ind ¥ wounld -ou are absolutely righ

oy
o
3]

-

AN IS

Then * saw this morie., 4 canr ont and - again, I Vat.

e
<

saich.

you se2 zll thz pronejenda of tau

O\

S
. )
Ca

it really, it s
nard Sc Lolieve., .od...vou felt liis an ouvecast yourso

P

& carts n extomt. rou just wos vandering, what is 3

s
1

—over couwl:s 2% and noone would

<

€

: R N . T
T, PISEVINE: B URIRO.LI0C JNE SR

STATHOAV I\fhﬂgﬂ%\l
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funny experience to me, to stay thére in line, going into -
toe movies, seeing this film and looking at the German view
how & Jew really is...in their eyes. /

v , !

“nd how did they react during the movie?

[0
o

I>ndoNdTH

Wwell, they...to them it was the sreatest thing. ihey D
i
lieved with their whole heart in it. It...It was just...

Even just stgnding in the line and watchhng then, to seely

L |

their reaction, ths way they talked about it, and remar

WO

they made. Well, after this, my mother called me, T thin
in the end of Hoveaber, that she was notified from the e
jidiscie Gemeinde, which was in charge of all the Jewisnl®

peovle in -asszl, that we were being resettled in th=2

[]

SONIATAH

-

and I should come back that we would go all together.

would be my broiher, myself and my mother.
The Zast WAS..... 28,44

P !
Lo the weast.

0of thz ezst foxr wour

.

"0 AHL 0

. . N . ) ]
dell, thay dida 't tell us. Whey just said bo thz east

t
Yo th2...the ne
| - .

—— N

ning for us it could have been Folang.

We neve: thouzht of Riga.at the time.

HWo, but I mean.the meaning of the east, whatever...wnat

i
o

. ifare, we thou

18NVOQTOH

e would have to do 1o

"

TVIIONA

for the war machipery of fermany and help then. That's.

that!'s the way...rezlly, & n, we didn!t give it much
thournt. Airst...fizrst of all, we had no choice. Mumbep

N ‘ rd
there was no othoer way for us then to obey, so roally,

-

STATHOYV WAASOW
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Yeg. lo, but it's 2...for me io iz o difficult

Jncnuss tais is want 1
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a matter of fact, the people were not resettled to the

'west It was the sast.

Oprenheoimer: I don't.,.T agree, 1 don't. think we gave 1t mu7h thoug

It could be also we were children. Don 't forge%, we

o
5

L ‘(m:)ri?a(ga

children, Cur parents might hove thought different.

Zieiring: There is a very funny thing about it too, because the

way things was done./ iver rything was done in Ge.m

&
Aﬁ
[o]
X

Like you would have heen....they notified you. For in nce
| o you would get a letter saying in German: "Unseee von SS;
Abvanderung betroffende Hitzlieder, miissen sicﬁ beeussﬁﬂ
sein, dass sie durch ihre persdnliche Haltung und die

ordnun;zsgenissige rfullun" aller Anweisung, entscheid

"BTOH A

zurreibungsloser Abwicklung des f“ansnortes beltrﬂv en
kdnnen". Now, if youlre going...¥es. if you're going
ot translate it, there...it S2YSeece

{ .
] ] But excuse me, this fras 2 letter which was sent by thomd.

40 s?)NI(I

H

LZiering: ss.5ent by the jﬁd;sche Gemeinde;to all the pééple_uhi@!

got orders. In other words, the Jewish Gemeinde got fr%%'
’ ! L)

the Gesta po an order that ona thousand Jews have to be [Th -

-

- ' this and this date ready.,..to leave. And they.#ould négl'

the list and names who they would take and who they wouly
not taice. And those people were hereby instructed, if Yot

like me to transdate it to you: 411 the people involved™d

in the.....emigration to the e2ast, .. they didnt't say o

D,

the east...in the imaigration, must yith all....muot knl

ozws[w

exactly, personally through their....by doing in orderl

ways all the...,thinzs they Love Leen told in othor wo

2}
)

&8 law or do anythinpm

w7e should not do anything a

; _ what the list tolls us.

we l:ad to out hove 2.

list,

ctly tellin< then whot ve hove, how many roomus

in 2cca aooartnent, vhat mine of furn ture, ii you h.wo

STATHOYYV WQHSHW 'IV
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a piano, if you have a bath-room, if you have a radio, and

mark everything down. Your bank account...

W A declaration. of...

ziering: = A declaration of proverty.
("N ) ...of property that you left beshind you.
4dieringi e..that you would leave behind you, right, And it shou

be in ordnungsgemiss,...ordnungsgeniss is very very

a_azfpaaoadﬁu

:!

orderly manner...it should be transferred at a time of

(0)

to
e

your departure..;.to them, and they would

5
ot
=
[
wn
(A
fou
N

[+3 iy -

And then we would have to meet again in a Zym hall,-ang:.

each one could just take onz suitcase with them. Where

HEI

at those time they would comz and the women all their
wedding bands, 211 the “ola vatches and the jewel;y;

and money, they would have to turn ove: . to the Ges tapo

- o - And they would zet - the ironical part is ~ a reco int

all of this,

&
by’

Yes.

S0 AHL ¢I(§; ssmmo

Ziering: Wow, what you can do with'the eveceipt, I don't have to$
S 9 o

tell you; i1 mean,..And you see 211 thOQQ thln”s as a c‘

.4

“"

it...here you have :ceen tau;ﬂt in "school and Pvervthlq

to do everythinz ths orderlJ vay, and in-thdse things,

=
-

QQTU

™
o
V.
2

¥
e

were being taken as a criminal, or ﬂ011t°d out as

o
e
ct

tsoy

even if rou doat't rfeel like ons, You have to f£ill

list, and you hove to...t0 exncily tell th-n What rou hewe.

and f.,.” renomber X had an ~“isenb-~hn, I even mavked d

down, tha: we leave thig in

Y
[
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9t . I possess a,..
Ziering: Cright, right.
£ But it is one of the most »uzzling things, as

Pt
=

1.

w.

fact, that the Jeus of th: Jiidische Gemcln de, & the

@Za

‘organisations, complied as a natter of fact to...wit

34

any kind of protest, in a complete German vay.

JEC R

Ziering: S » well, first of all, whoeven was the

those times of the jidische Gemeinde, looking back to

“.

@ﬂi(t:»{:)

anyone honourable would not acceot a job like this,

] This is what you think?

Ziering: In my opinion. T think thers was a certain type of

&

JOH FHL W

.0
-

they were looking to better theiself, personal veason

¥

they were hoping to be left be ehind and they= wbuliAbe

benefitial by it, by putting otaer people's nanes on

S'%)NI([

- things. T am cuitz sure that some 2RCS Or So0.4: ﬁnO\lCD...
- hd - .

1y

they had...they went‘by rules; veury sick ones would npnigo,

e : m
very old ones would not go. «nly the ones who could worm ip
' the east., fevr essenuial, like doctors and so on and'senfor
2" .
RON iy
they vould stay back, and ¥ an sure in ry mlna,uocuu, at

zjtog

] : some peoplc which were supposed 4o g0, were taken out
. -

the list and were h: nged by others., T an quite sure

this was doun2...7 mayve moner, 1 don't-know,_ﬁaybe oth

it

ﬁV@o

SHATHOUV wmrsn_w ’IVI‘&OWEIIAI LSt

things were involved, I really dontt know.

e Yes, but chis waz tha German wey +oo, to segregato.. ..
Zieoxing: " se.s2graesate and sut one azainst the other.
iz T3gs,

It
- o/
-
) wrmyaa ] sl e m EANR
Ry wounld Ve, ...3it s
-

informas

ions to ftho




T ' avsolutely tru=.

: Tes, there were. It's well known.
Oppenhoimer: Well, they definetely didn't go ~ the heads of thu Jevls1

congregation ~ with those transports....

Ziering: They usually wonnd vy with second transport...
Oppe héimer: In 43, right
A They didat't go?

Opvenhsimer: They didn't @o in 41, Taey went aftervards.

Qi : In 43,
Oppeniheimer: In dannover they went in 435 to Theres1enst3dt But none of

tham left in 41. “hey put otuers in _ee.They had %o -sunplyl

Tt
P

HH.L

with a’ thousand nsenes,.

HJ. 40 Sf)NI(["]OH

Oppenheimer: Thaf vas the way it went.

Y ’ They.were célled Prominente: ,
Oppenheinsr: Well, I...of COUrSC.a..
wieripng: rrominents.

Onpenheimer: Ja, I remember that ny parents wanted my bro

&I

tqar aaa Bys oX

to get to

& childrens transport. . ind

Ry mother had relatives in Amsterdam

BOBING 246 .
7T

Ovnenne.mer: [y mother had relatives in aasterdan

vho wrote in th@re &

that she should get my late brother an- nryself to‘lol

h!
h
o

owaw

£on

before we would be eported., »0 mae vent dow n..."ell, ac -Q

cesactually ve didn't imow azbout it, »ut tAings vera protu

roush in Uerman-, 1t was in P40, I heleive. - motlier

vent down to whers hnozd ofth Jowinsh conmra ation,..ve

Llready we 2. ono

$.t -+ - 3
was tho letior, he

woim 'aﬁii)ﬂao&ﬂ&

andOi‘IOﬂ fS"ﬂ

S

INQASOIN TV
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Unpenheiner

Cn renheingr

should put us dovm for .the childreh transport... ZLQder-
traﬁsport, a.é it was.called.in those days, for -lmst:érfdém‘.
So he s2id he had no idea about it. Aj‘e w‘as:m"l.:...he“ dgln't
hear a.nvtrunf‘ about it, but he most certalnly would %t

my brotnsr and myself on t:x:s rticular llst a.nd x—re:

would be the first oges to go. Vnen the day cane, th®)

children were sent to Hollend, but my brother and I @hwver
' =y
went, because he probzably...he sent his own childrengd whic
vas a f.:z.c‘b. nd that's how the heads of the Yewish dgart.
Jewish congregation...’i’hé same with the deporta.tion,g.ftez
wards, they never went.with those 'transports of De‘cemer'
41, ihzy went much later. But his cnlldren at that t@le
went o iolland, Lt tumed out that he had a2 lot of @11,
and when thes-deportation started, and they started 1% the
“etherlands, he didn't want his children to ’Vbe'degorga’cl,
from the *'etir.ler.. .iietheri&nds, and he f.;ras"in “ennove™
ind he even go3 ‘his children back. o Ha’nﬁover, ;%1ziblxme;s'-
vel;y very wausual, Fitler was in the fulles po're“ m@ the
deportétions went on. And they came bick - in fzet 1?\1
february of 41 that he got his children b_ck from on@na
and back to Hannover.. Jnd thef all were depor———

Phis...this is com»lately mad, no?

fardon me?

de g0t the _nlﬂr'nn b"cu. Balieve it or not. Tut ve
in oth:r words, thoere was this....ther somchow olt

n=é o urotection with the

e
Q
0
>
-
7]
it is comnletely med. “e had the children.... : z .

haci, =%t turned out taegy weni later or

S Ty

SHATHOUV WA
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and this particuli-y wan, + believe o

Whaln >, Jhe Zirls were dwdins, and




Riga 55
in the emerlmenual .block in Au.;chwrbg due to the f:.ct
that they \,ere ’cw:.ns 1he_y...both girls survfwed.- One:-of
them just died a few years'ago,- oelleve she Tilled ggr-f
self. She had a nervous brealuown after the wpf she ggd
canéer. Zut...liuecn late on she was only allowed to’ hg%

- chli dren, and then.,.well, four five Years ago, she &%%led

herself, She was 51 yea;s old. She would be today 51 Egars'

old . She was a rear younger than I am. And one of th%g

girls is still alive, still livins hore, in sanhntian

1) o 0 1 . 2 .
s “ell, this is the t tine + hear such a thinz,

HL WO

O»pneheiuer: Yes, in fsct, she deesn't went to now nothing from tl
Ry 1 14
past. 1 mean, nobody actu-:lly wants to know anything ;ILW

t‘

the past, but she in narticuler. the city of Hannove:*:sro

. . & bool ou % about thz Jewish congregation of 1annover, :Etc1

the war, before tho war, She wouldn't,..she is not inf&res-

! . R : O

‘- ) “ted in the book. Sh:z just wants nofties.,.Alsp, allot wf

'd

6 le will talk 2bout her father, .she ddesn't llle toE;ﬂar
. ‘ that anymore., Of cou;se, she 1s rlght She was a chlldcj

I mean, she reallv hmd notnln .to .do with whateve.: gengp

. ] on. »ut that ha a pened. The heads of the dewish congregggidn

. . . were sSparcde..

. o

Log, and they behaved 11 <e..:like tools...

&
e

Oppeneheimer:They had to sive a thousand peonle.

e

Qs es.in f2z hznds of the Gesta

ig
o
.

[N
=
6]
g
=]
o8]
o

They nad the'pull, and * an sure they paid .off

- the Zoichsve. einizung deor deutschen Juder in e 11n.""

nover ;ou had 2 v, schleissner, by the

the txoutls...there was...th

[
Q
D
2]
o

3
b

3
I
@
ot
s
i
o
ok
2]
.
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Ziering:

Oppenheimer:

Zierin

™
oy

Ovp ;enechiper:

Ziering:

should be sent to the United States dr shoﬁid_bé sent ito

~other places for "“chsharah to Denmark. “nd they wéfe'tne
ones who select. And 1 am oulte sure, dulng thls, thatgg

the...ce“talﬁ arrangements wvere elways made.where one s

}I”

put aside and the other one was put ahead.

Yes, but this is...Anyhow, this a very diffiéuit quest
because this happened... » .
Right.,

How 46 we know....
...everywhere{

Well, we have,..we have the same story. I mean, lookin

FHL WOUA (Iaogmo

back now, ;hat we are alive today as in camp oxr ghetto=Ur
Kaiserwald or wherever we were, there were thousands‘og;
people that go in the foreét, the ¥Wald, or tQ‘ hﬂ
A thousand wenf. ifiI jumped off the truck »
myself, still a thousand people gent.

They put someone else..

They put somesbody else on my place. bo, I have
judge. »

think,

No. Tt's what T

we have, znd that's why we'ohould never 10r ot wnat h

someone AISe went 1notea

Because we are living because

It's mayhe a guilt copplex ox I_am too sen31t1ve or le%ev:‘
me or of you of anyone who survi red the holqcanst‘s
“his iz true.

to meke a judsemont today.

It's not h~rd. ‘_i.t's....;mu aave to be rcalistie;3(:16%.?_

for-et bO"* it., 4 lot of -eopla,.

at we I ve to ba realiztic, w

arin?

©
3]

oux s our wind, and have no co“. A

STATHOUV vtm
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s
Uppenieimers:
Ziering:

Opvenheimer:

Opvenheimer:

And I think thatt!s the most important lesson we

whereby...thaf we are a minority, We are like anyone else.

af’Ould. 1

really.
#3131 right. Let's come back t0...t0 the deportation.

To the deportation.

We were...we were celled out of our houses, outb of thes

Toons rathey,
thé 12+th we all nhad to come downstairs. And....
fou remember very well?

Oh yes. Ve were vicked ufl by cars.

Didntt you have to turn your keys over andl...
I don't recall that....becauue this was what used to be
a-school. They were open Irooms.
Ah, yes, yéu hzd no keys.

o

wle had no more anpartments. e had no more Belongings;

we had was é bed ner verson. Because if’you také the: su
quarters, I don't‘r nember how many equare met‘ T3 ezéh 
person got,.txere was notiing.
peonle, or.whatcver was in thes room. we had no mo:e apd
" ments. So whatever little we had, ﬁé went 1ikeifhiéft§A

Gartendbs uscnuTe ihlem, which was for e e:*bodw asaemb
] g .

v-l) B

Three days we wersa thera, Whatever litile was still-le
what you said,
be ziven up. ind by us it wen that the ones~th

in chaxse of this,

" weonls who wers nol

men  would huivwo

also balisve-and I

these quarters, not even rooms. On Decemb

‘S:)_NI([’IOH HHL WO ﬁz[;)n‘([bim

£

iﬂr:-ﬁﬁm

e snar d a tablﬁ vﬂtn t_

ﬂZ%"D@’I@H?s_

I8

vedding bands and jewelry, eve:ything'ha
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° : . i
i lived on...they sold some of the jewelry that tne naé
o
taken awagp insteszqd of turn:l.rm everything in to the 1‘!&2&‘,
they kept it in +turn to themoelves. Now every...every‘lﬂ.p"
had to be givén &%...up because they said...so th at o@éy
could commit éuicide in the trains to Riga, If...A% thg;
| ) point,in fact, we were told we were goirng to Riga, | v %
™~ Qs E You were told... | g
Opj)enehe.imer: Ye were told once we had been essembled in nnle:, or E
whethar it wvas in the sta tlon to Riga in the Eﬁraiﬁs. BLE’
at that ypoint we knew we were going. to Latvia,

L s+ o~ PR y
AH “hich one of Jou arrived the first in Iiga,
Ziering: -+ I think our train was the sccond one to arrive ir dige.

Oprenheimer: We were the Lifth,

E5h AR 40 SDNIG"IOH

Ziering: We arrived around Jacomber the 12th, 1941,
£H “4nd you...you wer=? suipPed thers in freix 7.
Iy . N .
. . . - Ziering: lio, no, we were -lucky, We wexo S’ll"’) ped in regular cars
{ . ) ’ 4 £ ’
overcrowdad, but we were licky. We were shlovec in rezular
treins., . g ‘
Qs : passenger cars? o ’
“ _ : : '®)
’ s s ¢ a R ' - T
Ziering: bassenger cars, that's rizht., i ] d
Oppenheiner: We were %olk we had.., . %)
33 tou t00? Z
OpJ'—"n’lel"l r: too. g
Zierin ;: The thing what Shey o’.la 1s, they shut quadepl after orE
day on Joummoy, all the heat off., 1t vas ve.y cold, . g
@A
ol
=
: 2|
'. o %
9]
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{ :gg
Qs She took a sewing machine? ; :
Oppenheirer: I believe so.. That vas taken in the trains tové“ds the CD S
. ' c :
" back, out that never arrived in itiga, In other uocds, we Cif.
were zut in certain cars, and vhatever freight was taken g;g
: <
. §
= along, went in the back of the trains, but it never g0t ’115
| o =
~ to 2igza,

Qs Why did she take a sewing machine?

Oppenheimer:Well, she likad ‘4o Sew, on odds and ends that werc talen
alo,z_,. So we verc. told. She took it in other vords from
the south, et homa, a2nd they said it waé going to iige, b
it never went. _‘ney nut all the stuff in the baci. ie
actually, when we got into Higsa, onlv nad- the belongi ings

we wer: zhle to carr,f in our hands, : tae smc.ll saltcase, .

odds and ends. ‘

&

*11 right, and whai do Jou...what do you remember? I nean,g .
[ ? 7 4 . H

nov...you remembder the trip oxr you remember the arrival -

Upperheiner: Ths tri) weni Pr2tiy well. Of course it was crowded ‘and
- ) : . o
. 1d we had the food that we had tald
. along. ¥e didn't zet enything. “hey told us to take alony.G
and we wers....7 believe the est nizht we stood in Hdiga
I believe was the station.
and that vas the stotion we gotl It was bitter o
: . ' ) ”
i celd, ind the 3 -rr-‘lill_-: at us: stand ri g stnd 128
o trink tas whole tranadort -0t into -iLR, waereas other
tines a lot of then were left ‘oehind, SRR A
was sults a,...how u niles was it? 2 dontt recrdl, but
i . ;
. it vas seilnay,




e -Inside the town of “_ga?

Ziering: A three hour walk.
Uppenheimer: A three hour walk in bittercold. We walked with our n

iinto the ghetto. i ] ‘(

Op?enheiﬁer: In the town of itiga, right, And vhoever couldﬁ't wallk,
I believe even from our transvort, they all walked tn
But, Whoever couldn't walk, who never would have made
~they...what habpened in other transports, they were leXl

behind or the old ones were right away assaulted, if

[

QH-;'fs*nz AHL IO so_NmoH THLIN

remenber correctly,_That wag afterwards. But our tran:
port still arrived in the ghetto -complete., I think the
first few tran “O“tS Ho?

Ziexring: ¥6In end...and kassel, I think, they...

Opoenheimer: they all did. S A

iering: «ssarrived, yes.

i3

o N i .
Oppenehsimexr:¥ell, after us tiey didn't anymore.

Qs How, can you teli about the a2rrival in the 5hutto._l o

what happeﬁed when you...
Uppenehiner: the arrival? ‘
Q: > the...l would like somebody to descrlbe completely, “be
cause the story with the Latvian Jews who had bgen kil
ecoe

Qone nhelner :¥ell, they had Teszn killed....

siering: impression vwhen ve arrived there: Tley onen

out,out,
get oui., .t was bitter cold,

we wver: narched to thn

oui aga:)ndouH _<

)

M
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Ve arrived there _ecember 12ih

!

Y 79 ' . : : C©
' e

~

Ziering: We arrived at Decemzer 12th in Scirotava, It is outside

of Hdiga, We had %o get out of the train, and there was

He zreceted us and said: you camne here to work. Line up

a fashionable way, fi&e in & roﬁ, and we wili:march you té{
the ghetto where you‘will have quarters aﬁd‘food. and you
'came here to work. e started walkine. Itvwasvbi%tqiiééli
3 “hat tine was it‘;"i .

I think it was in t-s morning. Tz {rain arrived
K

nizht and we l27% in the morninz. The trains....It was nbdy

& walk, three to tarse and a half hours, I would s&y, ]

even liftle longar

4s we arrived in the ghetto with very!
old homas and a lot of barbed wire arouad it, tasy showved

us thoi thers shonlt ce ghout four-five or sizx w2091

room in snzll homes. Je found there already one groun, whid

arrived two dars before us from Vologme, from ¥&lm, fron

“e meny. We hzd, wiich yas selwcted alveady in Garnany, @ pd -
N ey ‘& e . P s I 3 .'
rrom cessel was e lr. lidttaer, whg

to the :onmondant which vas Lange

SHAIHOYY
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-
Ziering: - Yes. We found some bodies, outside. And we start as*clng

o)

questions, but we couldn't get any proper answers.

was very hard to believe that anything ra allv ha Z‘;a;épe;

E.::'
~.
o
- here. ;} i
Now, it wes...it was similar like that with us. we g
- got in there, getting into The ghetto,: the first zroup t.’;}t
~ . " met us were Jews fiom Uologne, kK61ln. And renenber s@e
of them say,..well, we asked thems: how long are you z-ere’.f_]
And ther said: a cert‘:-;;‘m apount of days. find then some og
our people ‘said,..with the traasport...: well, we won't g
here that long, tha var is ovew. Iimean, thatt!s the way 5
they looked at it.in those da.v.s. ”e were put into thas eE
littl=s houses, zve "rboay._ 3. don’t Lnow how ma.nv “eo*vlo g 1
o : 1nto certain rooms with eno: L)L 1"*ddlnb or- mattrosseq. @g
. the blood was on tl_c--frozen 1ce. We found then out that % o
: "‘  Letvian.... g &
it ' There was blood, but can you e.*.:pibah.in.it? S 'b
. - . Oppenheimer: Well, the blood had been,..It was bitter cold, then..;.[ ';g
Ziering: I th:’_.n‘z: we should really say it this wa,[- ﬂe*r'e you, waL. Ag :
A ’ : . ",
an a .pariment, and you see an var urmnt allhaestro" d. @1
o - see a {able, you see a t_bln—cloth on 1t, you see .foodb or%
the tablz, you ses 2 shoe on the vlef»t _1a.nd side, ;‘ou sea ,sﬂ
mair of pants on the sright hsnd s:.de., yov'oee 0100“ sta)ﬁ
there. ind suddenly you come from fa.r away, ‘and t.m*“ . o

this is youxr home. You sesz some food in the sztove. 'Y

1

wvho lived, what i

g;oing on. Tte..n%

eeesit's hard to =rplnain your imsression....t juct dontt

to rou. i

: ;
=211 1%

i o for il et owdth rood. -

SHATHOHUYV



»

"
e
sierings
.
P
[N

- Opzenheimer

ie

wood. In ude...Wh\Te they stable the uood you saw soafi
.

-
bodies? o ' o
Rk
bodies, Blood., &nd...and 3 you just feel lonelv."ov aeﬁ a

bodies laying around.

cnlld wou feel crowéed. You're wlth your noth er Yoggare
being out with-six'other )eo;le in a room. &nd you s;ﬁ anc
you wait,

Who had lived in these houses?

At this time, we did not know. We didn't have an ons

=

ou see the shobbeth candles, you see a Bidur, you sgﬁ

a Hagaddah on thae table. ‘ou sée hidden under the so

& palr of beautiful boots. Iou see....It is very hordmto i

describe everytq1n~

SON

Voenln had just left sometimes in the middle of -the KDals)

I mean, we came in tue: » there was solidly frozea sowp,

of food was stann1n5 on the tables, and dishes...<nd fFbu

vere told you had to live, you start 1ooking arouhd“ .’
; 8

you also find..,~ome peonle found more, sone found lqg;

Some found...,in,,.in as far as &oins or Jevelry was cpm—

cerned, Lou could feel that pe eople were 11v1ng 1n fﬂag)

that they were h1d1n~ things from the enemy, fIOm hﬂcjh
@
1°1r bn?i

I'azis in. this resvect., nd here we toox overjf

longings, -nd z2iain lucky, but some of oué geﬂnlc tq

got into these houses found o few » vieces’ vortn or V 1§

and thezy bartered them outside °ftﬂ“vards u1ta th L

wot foed Ffor

dut you could to11 that thase




)
Oppenheizzx:
Yiering:
-
T

Opnenkiimesr

Zierinz:

Copenheizer:

‘%
Cpoenheiner:
tie
132
{Jpnenheinsr:
Ed -
.

e sight to get

I have a stbve, have a refrigirator, or I have thrée pai

It was just & terribl into uhese Dlﬁcee.... ;g ;
¥o, they were not takeﬁ as ve vere tzken. Because we were ;g
taken in & Uermen orderly way. We had to Fill out a llou, g; :
we had %o give them dgtéils. e had to say we had a rad10,§§ e
g

-

of shoes I can't use, size so and so. We had to do eve yth %§;
the »rover way. Here you enter something....
Trey were just taken out.

Itts,..it! o...lt‘s herd to describe. You see blodd, you se

food, rou see unflnl hed ...like you see a plate, you zee

=
=
=
m.
Lo
o
Qo

a child's shoe in ths corner., “ad...a=d you are in 2 differ

env’rOﬂb"t 2nd just donit know what to..to say or what to

do.

It's Jjust like zou hove here zomething on. the table.

a suddom you have o leave an. ...
“nd when....
that's the way left.

hen did you...
.

«o.and the next one who comes in doesn't

about.t>

imow what it is a2l =

@y aunt,

Hot only this. Wa walled in, ny ﬁncle-escaped it}
ag father to...vent amat dhe nad a zirl.

vas thres years atrztad erying, We he

carried lew Zhetto.

you want to zlecse & little child.

ans nai in theo
S it ez Just a...a terriible monen
to walic i=,
en did jow toonde
then giAa L7
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Tl
Qs . When did you understand what had',r,e&lly ha.ppened?' -
Siering: "nnt we understood 1s...ultb1n ;a day or tWose4nd here g :
cagain, ...l maybe I anm too sensitiv'e to it. We, were nagg t
~allowed to Zo throuzh thz ba “bed vires. =nd thdre were =
nyself and a2 few o ther boys, right away we had to know N
- . vhat's zoing on. iy mother lived in a constaent fear whdl
I would do or my brother would do. Because we were pro-w
) .

bably too dumb to understand v1at will happen to us. It

00)

any little thing we would do, wnlch wasn't allowed, we =
would be hanzed or shot.- On the other hand, we just aidlErs
care. Yeee.as yo{m.g children you don't realize, you don '® .
you don't know what really life is all about. So; we v@d
right away go under the wires and go to ths o 1er ghett

wiere we saw some batvian Jewish peonle, and we

"JO S&N

spes -in  with than in Yiddish, Of course for me 1‘6 was
e ) . very sasy., 4izht away they called me the little fcl'l;ol@

vblch means they n.:.ve....a German Jew is called BYreoe

__S:ﬁ_

eagt eurovean Jewry a Yekke., Aind sometiaes they add anst

other word ‘ow.rds -t., But they call d ne yekkele, 'a.nc’

éfl-_OH

- o V ’ they start telling me that they lived in those nom°s. A
. within four or five days they ca.::-.e, and they sere all. Q )
wiped ouvt, low, we camc back with th‘pse stories to 'our §
families, and of course 211 tae rest of the German Jewsg f‘:
said:tiﬁs cannot hanven to us. They brought us herd be- E ':
cause the;r necd neovle to spealr terman, they necd iggo_pl o b
t0 do this. fo are here to come to vork, They will 1}é*fe '
do tuis to us. Jhich again sere, 1 as a child.... g :
) 2t : “hiz meons st thor...they nac killed the L-tvien j_ex;sa .
b o fierin: ey told usithat they came in with machine suns ,.m«t tog:l
: tae eonla o T Joress thn,...de Lived noross vz

SHATHDYV ¥



Opoenheimner:

tae peovle in our itransport and the other tra*3301ts cg§ld

e

doria

‘not believe what the Latvien Jews told us. Becau e fin
of all, the Germans kept the Latvian Jews - there wer

ft ~ seperate frqﬁ'us. What we did, we sne l

s

o
®
h

men 12

the wire and we would speak to them. And whatever

-t
<k

ii’d-(éﬂﬁl

<]
ot

and told them, we...they told to us: itts not so,

possible. We are...wvere selected to help work and

et
: @
WO

20

()

'ﬂ z{HLﬂo %:)’_NI"(HOH ang

never do this to us., We speak the German language, an

.Q

on and so forth.

And actually....

But....you came on tihe 12 of Jecenmbery. ..
Plght ,

s..and I see tn@t th hey had Lllled “the Lat...Latv1an J

ten days before. Et was'the 3C of movember 1341
ten...and even a little later.
The bPloody Sunday.

Right. Bven it took a few days because they would bo

.Q
o

i

the ghetto and search and always they would find

You can go.

(34

And we would 7o usnizr thoe b rbed wire into the other'

g ssovoing

of the ghetto, which we were not allowed to g ._Je wo

neet some latvicn Jewish nsonlz, and they...they told

what hapnencd, fizgs of all Tasy and some... sone of

(o]

N

their wor:. .ecan

SAATHDUY
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against us too, and they felt here, that their women and
children were killed,and here is somebody else coﬁés aﬁd
lives in their places, Dut I tﬁink they wefe very yéry

very few like this. ..ost of thenm told us what's going to’
hapven or what did happeﬁ, dhich none of us wanted fo be-~.

lieve. When I say none of us, L as a child already was ve:
'/ H d

JaadNaoddTd -

i

sceptical and sent...sensitive towards this. But 1 would

that 90 % of German Jews not believed that this could hap;

Wok

]

$0 then. Thzy alvoys bvelieved it would anen to zouisbody

else, :néd from then on our daily 1life was just...We would

be called out in the morning, we would nove to rewort to

our grou:

yvhere we arrived with, and the Lagerdlteste would

e we would have to zo out to woxri: in

B

CQAHLAQ SONIGTOH AHL

give us work,. w

city.

e firot few weeks we didn't do anything at all, |

Wheat we did then is, we would smneak in the

ritory and try and steal whatever we could find in-the.

o]

npartments, beocause we were hunsry, we were looking for

o . %
potatoes or old bread or vhatever we could find. “he potaf
would be like when you carry a sack of potatoes,'it-would.'

Did you ever eat frozen potatoes? They are very suveet and
Very...terrible. 3ut when you carry a sack on your should
and you are aftaid that somabody will catch you at night

2 lot of noise, you worry & lot dbout

ok
L
oF
ad
5

and it m

they cauvgnt no crroying o oo

i: of votatoes when 1 came bo

S oguard, ..

undsr tha wirce.

ol :!10 ':'

2

3 !
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41 “.l”l"

.

. ghetto, they would shoot right away on the cenetery.

marched into the cemetery, which meant that I ﬁould ne

come out again,

aoudaa

(
f

Becauze whoever was mazched in by the 33, for whatev r

Why?

0]

o

found, or anyone who wvas found on the other side of the

Ah, the cemetery was the execution place?

Right, Well, the execution piace was another place whe

THL WOud (‘[a:m

they would hang veople, but right in the beginning,

rioR

would trke people into the cemetery and just shoot thnmgﬂ':

And I don't know, again, it is one of tqe thlnps I keenEEj

on wondering., As we were lined up and they started snooé%;:
it started raining. One of the S35 guards was vutt1n~ on<;Esa
rein coat, “nd as He turned aroand to nut it on,

(
nyself bshind a monument....a razeva, and I 1aid there Fﬂ'

bt thrari

, [
still., ‘hey shotithe othcres. I weited there till 1~ht{n
and at night I ran out, and I joined my fanmily. After atﬂ

wvhile, they had certain occupations for peovle thau ve dﬁ

good in tailoring, veople thet were good in mechanlcs,.

o]

wn:qtjsnw TVIIOWAIW 1snv_':)o

and they would givé them work in the ghetto and outsia
the ghetto. Certain German....iyne of armies._Likg thc3
army would use yeople for tail&ring aﬁd cleaning;_the
luftwaife would use sechanics more, and theré wére 1ik

peorls were in zrouns.

Yes, but that,..

J

lo..0ome question & an aci:je

occause they kilioed tn":

Loivians were more Sitilleg

SHATHOUV
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Ziering:

That's very true, but as L said to you before: T don

B

know what it is, but the Gormen Jew at this tine, evd

vhen he heard a false story, believed i+t would not h

2]
i

SN2 C

. . X . o ' ;
to him, that he is special, that he is different, Yy

aaoha

a thinz camnot hapoen fo hin. There was a creation o

]

o
i3

THEWOUI

German Jewish nolice force. They had to kéep order

I
R
§

[y
ct
g
=

gnetto. There was a creation of a Arbeitseihsatz,

one who was in charge of all the work vhich goes out

the ghetto. ind this was put nostly in German Jewish
hands. fhey did the running, like in a small city,alltn

the operations of it. Of course few neople wers quitel™

)

$ONIa

scedtical, but again, they spoke to the Yommendant,an

@

e.othe Hommandent then was iravse, and people said:

Vo
i

he told us vhen we work and we deserve,. ve do a good

and orderly and 2ll,these loug Cermen vords, and ve
{ .
& - Y .
everything properly ana dirzetl -, and we listern to

a

$0iEHL 0

wve will get our daily bread, anéd we will just work -

[N
8

-
.

LSNVOOTOH

supply them with the labour we cam. Angd this is just

there was a blinding situotion.

blinding?
Right. Because after a while, what would happen: anyon
sick or anyone o could no% wori, there wouli come bigs
trucks and tho individual sroun, lige...fhe ghetﬁo'ﬁad

fron irisseldorf, from ..31n, fron

OWAW

1

or two hun

§oes to ylinani
A

a nl.ce wher: ih2y manufaciu-e LONSOYVelese o

o

]

or all tha wnonle.,.
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Ziering:

Opoenheimer:

Ziering:

OUpnenheimer:

Unz

S

cnheiner:

Right. Fish fectories where they could sit down, 1t's ‘a

w
o

a@nqoadc»m e

(53}

nice warm place,and work. what we found out later, th
those »neople went directly...they had to undresé....té

. . ¥ .
the forest Fomboli, they were shot there. #nd thsfr cdo

came back, wvas gossed and was sent then to Germany %o th
welfare,... : -
Yes.

Wnat would you call it in Ge-msn? to the. .u.
They used...,ther used to...

Right. :dight,

¢
1
1

NIﬂ’IOH THL WOHA d

We also found out they hzd 2 group of peonle from th

that haod to herd on these mass graves to cover tquﬂ ude

they were not allowsd to tali. 2nd then therelwe 2Cl e 0123

of thezm came bso

=

OH 'S'N E[HL JI

'?Wmoﬂmw J,snv:)m

they wera not permitied to +talk "bout vnat went on.
that's how we really found out what ha o*ened %o those
people.that were deported.

But do you know...do you xnow that the...the Geruan Jeu

G}

who,..,who wvere Sﬂl‘ﬁed not to Riga but to Minsk Ty nobody
cane baoek?

Yeh, well, from aize percentage wise it is only aismal

amount that really cane bzek. i neen, the fact wa.s tle"
really neecded them for work., why they killed Latvian Jew

first, =and tring thn Iwman.... i neen,..it nade no'sense

sonss, It mode no aense. Sut like Hermwnn, th
explains, L thin:,vhoever survived has 2 littie story amo

tagnsoelves

rvivei, L ngself went threu i somee

to, but with tne Lnae*stand_r'

§n.w

SAAIHDIV WAT
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to survive.... S0 everybody took merchandise whereger yogj

it was the st-tion, ra}lroad

and I had to sort the clofhes'invthevhleiderlager,it'vas

vcalled, that came back from the front, And the only way,gg o
survival in the ghetto is...was food. I mean, you couldn

live from the rations}you got, for three and a hqif'yearsb

9

worked, you tried to get mcrchandlse to ths ghetto, oxr ¥

-

EWOYA ¢

changed it with the nopulation outside of the ghetto. So

worked with a women,., fer name was lxrs, Hecht, she lives

q

Australlia now, which I found out thiough these getstoget rs.f

And she toolk...the woman took sonetn ng and I took somesr

=%

thing. And this »articular woman...The men were shine

I
%]
]

Salaspils, we missed that al% 207y And her “Thusbaxn

-

married wonan. fnd she took a_few

ot
o
¥

J
0

there also. & youag

and T did, Yvidently the Reichsbainm, they saw her tak

these things and as we wilked out - it was called Bretscn

(o

tion din iiga, ohe vas v

L
o

as we walked out, tacy called us in, and she hzad %o

whatever she had...ihey said get undressed and'she had

merchandise on ner, nd they said, well, we are A**o.m;u to

devort you., ind she started crying: have vlt on ne, m;
= J o o ?

&

nusband is in 3a}aspils. She even’showed a picture. An

stood there, I had a coat that I had hung ove. T, ald

]

WALS;'L]V‘:)O’IQH 'SNEZAFL 40 Sf)mafloa aH

€
[}

two pairs of socks... L had put with z safety pin in the

|o B
]

but I wore the coat over my dress. L was brave enougi, I

Xnow how I nad the suts, end + .szid: can L1 go out, J hav

=
"

no 1

(]
i

SAATHOWV IWAASHN TVIIOWA

coitin: out, And shn was lnowin to be ex,..L acan to @

b rtar - yhot vou enll it toun;

e nin
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Bartering.

And she vent in v1tn me, .I saﬁd look, vtn1s*%g‘;

what 1aﬂ>ened You naut tn mercnandlse/ Ianm Foling to ggroxf

then in the toilet. I can'it w alk into the gnetto *.men_t‘r%

is wahat hapvenca, I had...this

ond this yoman....3o0 she

the stuff in hex bez, she haé a full bag

([EIC?[I

, I still ses it

Y

Uppenhzimer: Well, I feel

2y, looking taclk, at the age we zre in ¢
and beinw,,.that . wag a child when we were devor
~3 n -

Riga, that it-mont certainly was worse for our :a

(L‘
=
ot
]
<+
jad

sNI(ﬂ(iH AHL WOdd

it was for us, I me 1220, as a 01110, we had to Sive up schogﬁ,

b ) we lost all ouxr toys, etc, but if I look babk téday ~ I hie

two growm daugitors - if

z voulﬂ ve t rn’away from my famtﬂy
or Trom my appaorin

A tiant, on from anythin 3 tﬁat'° aegr...dew

‘fi

to me today,..:I nean, it curt&lnlv w25 worse for oux gﬁr

L%

b
L‘:
<
{

éﬂ ,.

and srand-parentzs t0 be taken avvay from everything,'to,h°

lost everythins, '.e Hen wer: taxen in different camas at
e o o

times, . T really think it was

much nucH harder for ou“ 3 ar!

to have lost a cwild or childrs

Mass.

ar Uid yo: talk with ticm about this- differe nce in the

‘e s

Inthosevdaysy

| owgw lsnv-o'm

S
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cand weall wet seMled here a){'/e,a,,é
_L}u,l&o ) ana’wt lwa.o’owrlwwua a.a,Jw{ |
anl ')’La-,:mlooheéf al’? Hb!hfu&/\m
,}rm dﬁqfﬂm‘fﬂ?ﬁ Fhan we were | thon Jafx
] R . “I"J, '.ruﬂvhk
Z:c,n‘hg -Ww\\z my wother, she b in ala.«la

b.cauu [oﬂ 4 oé_ H\-t— 0/— m {. M
- L—ra#ku* d owrl-wa ¢ W
hmwx wka{:‘(,b-c{j%w:ﬁ idhfm%;tul\tf

dLO'Ht\S rw+ u&L-bhé ah#"'lwg we :
N W'° Lnrwl }vr“u i nu‘&. frf”‘*

MzA ' o clildish wag, fo doy,

h(.g Leok %ul—m .. Wkn.{"o(oimm

Do things i sl e woudd

L,ﬁ: i o o LB e :

H«ma wam’ﬁplu “\L J—-«rntm_ we wowld ‘-FCA/t

%;,;'vrr\ t\-a,rC- We wou.lcl%kx:l o Ut Im ‘H‘“é

hsd +°+m'“ owts tothe a " ‘,'&lu ]

luendetd dollao kil fﬁéﬂﬁtﬁ@zmm

N me ok%kbk&um— we Livedin, f-.;llrz.\mouy ~

] '_"“t MML’W{& Lwawf. 1"0 &w“t
Tk JmJ(l,\a Qpeman. We woul J.

' ol \,@,m«.«ld{-&k&
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B

Ziering:
Q}

Ziering:

" Byt you knew what death was.

- which is a met:l rove, over .. winch, where it would b*e

" or sizm hour oresk till the next morning. Uf course i

ST

her clothes bring back of voots. I would take it the ne:
morning and sell it to somesone. Or sometimes durlng the

sumzer, when it was hot, and we carried twid or;%hree

ﬁaoﬁd_m

vounds of butter in your panis, you had to march for t\

or three hours, you can imagine what happened....
to the butter.

%o the butber,

We knew what death was. We knev...realized and somehow

ve...we just did anything just to...to live, and to ﬁel
And 1...looking back, I ‘don't think we realized whau de
really meent to us. &nd 1 tnlnc my mother wvas old enoug
to understand. She was in constant fear that we woula d
foollsn things. %nd sometlu_s, wé efen werv....Lﬂke we.
worked in the harbour for a time. We worked..;.Jhen as

l

came in, we had to unload thﬁ sh1p, an army boat._gecau

-}E‘L-fm §9@m§’m¥1 THL WOU @D

the boats usually would be attacked by Pu331an" aeronlamy§
And as soon as a boat came in, 1t was ust a matter...L

24 or_36 hours had to be unloaded and loaded and»out

oﬁjoila

Because it is e sitting target. So we would huve to unloCi

the voat. So, if we would wvork like 24 stra1~ht throunh,

'Ls_fw

hov could we stop a bost from unloading? Iy brotner and

B

‘ﬁw

1 we worked on the winches, vhich pulls out a big net

ulla oau all tho cuergo from the boat. Je woula ran a 0o

Q

"”_srﬁ\IEIVI’tI

SHAIHOHYV Wﬂﬂ
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And to »ut a little rove in during ta nlght wvas impossild

I

They werz afpba’d to dput lizat on. S0, we woul: got a

I
L)
[
H
¥

catch us, it meant riat = way to he nut at the well. Bu

v

things like tnis, which maybe weroe stunid, maybe wers
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Riga

Qs

Oprenheimer:

15

person hanging there. They made sure that we looked up;

Chlldlsh but somehow it gave us the will %o flvht and t
resist, d01n* our own 3111y way such things. ] f
Can you talk about the hengings you were obllgedfto watc

Well, the men...the hangings were inffact....the gallows
v .

3

wvas in the vpart the...where People from Hamnoyer lived.

w

ghetto vas dividzd...ty..by the cities, the way we came
into the ghettos:.io the gallow happened to be there., But
nevertheless, when & man was caught exchanging goods for

or & woman, the man was hung and the woman was shot in 1l

HAHL

caevery, waatl lermanmn was tzalking about befora.VOr they
had to walk in front of tho :oma...Xommendatur, where ti
Germans werz, with a sign: I did this and thla, and the

shoot him.Xow, the men wers hunz on this gzllow, oﬂd wh

came . from work, e had to pass by there and loom at vho
t

{

was.hanging there, I think they were hangin¢ for three <

days., Rizht?

S

oo s

It depends.

It depended on ths cazse, t we had to pass by ana see t

we didn't, the SS would either hit us or whatever. Dut...
was a dreadful sizhi.for a child, 1:...I nean we were
children in those days. ind a lot of times, we had hén gir

theze veorls vwe lmew ve.ry well., In *act, I know T;om on

f

trie

to help uy late fa tHﬂ"

2fore he died., -nd they na..;‘e

Jo0d into the ghetto. 1n fa act

it was terrible,

imow soncbody well.

th: Brouhor, snd you wers fowced

wo&mﬁammﬁ(m&m;; e

‘.T%HOWH% LS

Q

[N

'
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" getting somethingz and she was shot in the cemetgry. Delgh

e were forced to watch., We also had one woman here, where
the mother was shoi. Her and 1 walked back into the ghggto

from...from the 2eichsbzhn, .and the mother had bzen calfiit

JRCEEN

was our nart of growing up. Death unfortunately didn't(ean
.

much in those days, as it did foday if somebody [oes, ..

It wes a.life, I don!+t think one can really describe i

oud

It's just impossidle %o describe. Death was your evcryigay

=
i

's'l FHLAO SINIKITOHTHL

YWell, from the morning $ill night, constantly, you we

under pressure ~nd not really fearful....I think jyou.

maybe [ as a child I overcama this, but older :eolle,

mother aad I am sure other per ntsz, doctors and lawye

=

people with education - we h~d no ecducation at &lil -

think they...they wvere more z2axrful, they were trring
& ; : ’ . P Y
i

. ) a ¢ 3 - N +
live u-v to the oxder of the shietto, and trying to
> O 2 ps)

N

)

please th2 Jerman to...that was their way they thought
they would be living or would see the day vhere they
would walk out free. How to us it...we realized we nev

will make it and we just will live to do as much as we(@en

DOTOH

and help ourselves, iy brother had many times...the

ny
£

ok
o

T ES

seople where he vorked =t the fish...at the markst,
wanted o take him out with them, to hring him to 3wedg].

ind he could not do it, becau=ze if...he could h.wve csc

} r.;
2

without vy -oroblens, and I could arve done it =m

out they would take then, five of myr family, and
peonls and shoot thszn. ind il tae reason . broti
alrcady was in & o D .cl. So, what:@vexr you pg¥e

trying to do, lookin : bacic today, vas tie wron®

foun 5Y

ol A ove nscecged.wothout acldn

SHATHOUV INAASOA



thing, 3But at thisg tine, you still hnad in your mind, mavhe
> . y J o 7 of

NAoYdTd

Perhaps we will com:a out or they will come out. And you ca

€]

not...you cannot bas Taszonsible for other five or ten peonl

to die.

.

&
.

Yes, I know about this difficult question, bon, arrete nour
maintenant,..,.You don't vant to say vhg Fou...you don't

show your face?

Ziering: I feel like I helyp more by...God, it's really not imvort

~

&
o
ONI

I don!t think a frca is important,

%

I think the thing is wha

is important is here, if we can give she world a message, whe

has hzppenad, thaet ve shall nsz © forzet, that eonls can do

“the most cruel things in life, which nobody can belisve in
his wildest dveans. L...T don't thin: 1., .7 could give you
the...2 real explanstion how....i,..7 feel really. It's...

it's-very hard. Tt's ver;y hard.(pause).

'prenheimzr: (half a sentence~unclear)
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