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GERMAN CASSETTE 3 / SIDE B 

Bob. 38 – Interview with Mr. Spiess 

Spiess I  - Cut (in French) 

Q Mr. Public Prosecutor, what did you think when you were given the assignment to conduct the 

investigation for the Treblinka Trail, as well as the trial itself. I imagine that it was a huge task. 

What did you know about this area so fraught with problems when you started the investigation 

and what did you learn during the trial? 

S In the beginning, the investigation was carried out by the investigating judges… 

 

Spiess 2  - Cut (in French) 

Q Mr. Public Prosecutor, what did you think when you were given the assignment to conduct the 

investigation for the Treblinka Trail, as well as the trial itself. I imagine that it was a huge task. 

What did you know about this area so fraught with problems when you started it and what did 

you learn during the trial? 

S I’d like to make something clear at the outset… this trial… which started back in 1964… it 

presented us with challenges which we could not fully comprehend… we knew that terrible 

events… the massive crimes that were to be brought to light would, of course, confront us with 

heavy responsibilities and new questions… 
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S … but aside from that, many organizational problems presented themselves. For instance, my 

colleague, Mr. Gnieschwitz and I were the two session representatives… and at that time, went 

to Frankfurt and during the Auschwitz Trial, at some point, dealt with the question of what 

organizational preparations had been made with special consideration with regard to the care of 

the witnesses… the witnesses… the few witnesses we had for the Treblinka Trial were coming to 

us from all over the world and had to be cared for, as was ultimately done by the Red Cross and 

the Christian-Jewish societies, etc. These organizational questions were a priority for us at the 

time before the start of the trial… what all has to be done in order to get things moving so that 

the trial could proceed smoothly. During the trial itself, other problems presented themselves, 

of course, which we couldn’t anticipate in that scope, for, above all, there was the hitch that the 

camp… that, there wasn’t one… there was no longer a camp as there was in Auschwitz, where 

there were still some remains… to reconstruct the camp in its form, meaning, to create a sketch 

of the camp which would even make it possible to assign all the events of the camp to their 

proper place. That was a difficult task. Though there was a model, which Mr. Wilmig had made, 

which you… which exists now… yes… made for wernig (?) and which is now housed in Yad 

Vashem… but… this model shows the camp in its rough dimensions but we needed exact details 

because, well… the accused often referred to some things… in that they said… such and such 

can’t be seen that way… that incident couldn’t be proven if the witness is stating that today. So, 

we had to have precise details… 
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S … and then, ultimately, we created this sketch of the camp here, which was introduced during 

the trial, and this sketch, which is the outcome of months of… well, continually new drawings 

which we produced, so when a witness came, he was asked – the accused were asked too – 

were asked, so that there were always more changes… until finally, at the end of the trial the 

sketch was complete… totally finished… and we were able to say from our experiences: now the 

sketch is 100% correct… and… 

Q Do you think the sketch is 100%... 

S Yes, it’s absolutely correct and we have had a confirmation for that… it was in 1970 when Stangl 

was extradited… it was the year before, I think, that Stangl was extradited, well, then I showed 

him the sketch during his hearing and I asked him… what is his opinion of this sketch, what does 

he think of this sketch… he was, after all, the Commandant of the camp; he had a lot to do with 

building the camp… and he looked at the sketch for a long time… and I would say for about… for 

fifteen minutes, he studied the sketch very thoroughly and then he said… “this sketch is 

absolutely correct”… 

Q Bravo 

S … see, he confirmed it… and… it goes without saying, that on such a sketch, it’s not possible to 

have everything in proportion… the camp is stretched out more, of course, but otherwise the 

proportions wouldn’t be appropriate… but in structuring the details of the different parts, the 

sketch was absolutely correct. And that came to be a disadvantage for Stangl later in the trial… 

the fact that it was so correct… 

Q … Stangl was an expert? 
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S … he was an expert. Stangl had, to a large extent, helped to plan this… in this form as it was 

ultimately built… and that was very interesting… in the trial against Stangl, there was the issue 

of killing by shooting, of shooting the typhus-infected... and Stangl was said to have ordered 

these killings. He denied that, but there were witnesses who said… these typhus-infected 

prisoners came up here from the Jewish barracks in the death camp and these typhus-infected 

prisoners were led over this earthen mound, here to the so-called hospital – it was actually a 

shot-in-the-neck facility – and they were shot there… and then… Stangl said that wouldn’t have 

been possible, that the prisoners could even be brought to the hospital, for back then, it wasn’t 

possible to bring the people here, rather these people had to bring them through the whole 

camp and that would never have been permitted because of the danger of contagion… and 

then, on the basis of our sketch, which Mr. Stangl had stated was correct, we were able to prove 

that at that time… 

Q (illegible) 

S … a door… and through this door, it was possible to… here, you see… here is a gate… 

Q … yes… 

S … there is the word “temporary”; there really was a gate there… in the winter of 1942/43 and 

the typhus-infected prisoners were, in fact, led through this gate, which is confirmed 100% by 

the testimony of the witnesses solely on the basis that this gate existed… 

Q … but, for instance, I (spoke with) Franz Suchomel… 

S … yes… 

Q spoke about these… 

S … yes… 

Q … map and he told me: here, this is exactly correct… for the main period, the Stangl period, but 

not for the initial phase, the Eberl period… 
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S … yes, it… that’s true, of course, because the camp, in its initial phase until, oh, some time in 

August, wasn’t as fully constructed… one has to realize that at first the old gas chamber building 

was in operation and then later the new one was built, and then the camp wasn’t yet 

constructed as it was later, but the foundation was without a doubt in the form that it was till 

the end… and, after all, all three extermination camps of Aktion Reinhard were constructed on 

the same principles, which meant that there was a so-called reception area or reception camp 

where the transports arrived, where the victims had to get undressed, and then they went 

through a tube of the Way to Heaven – there were various names for this path in… 

Q Way to Heaven… 

S Street to Heaven, Way to Heaven, see… then they went on to the actual killing area in the 

so-called Death Camp, and these two were strictly separated from each other. Here in Treblinka, 

an earthen wall was built to hide the view and so, for example, it was not possible for a Jewish 

prisoner who worked in the Death Camp to go back; there was no way back. And this system, 

the reception of the transports in an area of hermetic separation of the death area from the 

reception camp – this principle was strictly adhered to in all three camps… 

Q … it’s exactly the same in Sobibor… 

S … and in Belzec… 

Q … and in Belzec… 

S … yes… 
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Q … but… I saw Belzec and Belzec is really very, very small… 

S … yes… it was actually the smallest of the three camps… well, I mean, it was… there were… in 

comparison to Sobibor and Treblinka, far fewer killings were carried out there, relative to, well, 

the other two camps… most of the mass killings took place in Treblinka… there are the final 

calculations given by Dr. Scheck at the expert witness on this question… yes… no… he came to 

almost one million… at the end in Treblinka… the first… Dr. Scheck’s… the first assessment which 

we had on this issue was from Professor Krausnik, the Director of the Institute of Contemporary 

History, who, at the beginning of the trial, came to the total of 700,000… Polish sources had 

repeatedly said that there must have been more; it had to be 800,000 but a specialist is cautious 

with his figures, of course, in terms of what he can prove… could prove… yes… 

 

Bob. 39 

Spiess 3 

S Aktion Reinhard was composed of the three extermination camps, Treblinka, Sobibor and 

Belzec. They are also known as the three extermination camps on the Bug River because they 

were all on the Bug or in close proximity to the River Bug. The three camps were set up 

exclusively as extermination camps and not like other camps, for instance, Auschwitz or 

Maidanek both concentration and extermination camps; these three camps, however, were 

intended as extermination camps. The Treblinka camp was set up primarily for the murder of 

the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto… it was just 80 kilometers northeast of Warsaw, and the other 

camps were to take up the Jews who were in the Polish territory and the Russian, as the borders 

were at that time… 
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S Later, of course, transports from all over Europe arrived there… the total number of deaths is, of 

course, not possible to establish with certainty, for it’s a well-known fact that in the camps 

everything was counted – the gold and currency and valuables which were taken from the Jews 

– except the people. Still, over the years through specialist reports, substantial and very exact 

information was gained about how high the number of murdered people was. In Treblinka, 

those figures came to between 900,000 and one million; in Belzec it was about 600,000 and in 

Sobibor the count is 250,000 deaths, which means that within the context of Aktion Reinhard, 

that is, within a time frame of 1.5 years – the whole thing didn’t last longer than that – from the 

spring of 1942 to the fall of 1943, so in the span of 1.5 years, between 1.8 to two million people, 

Jewish people, were murdered… 

Q … yes… Mr. Chief Prosecutor, could you please describe the beginning of this Reinhard Aktion? 

Also the principle of this so-called Aktion? 

S Yes, as I’ve said, they were purely extermination camps; all three camps were built according to 

the same model, that is, after testing things out with gas trucks, a decision was made to kill the 

victims with the exhaust fumes of engines. So gas chambers were built and this area in which 

the gas chamber was situated, that was the so-called Death Area or Death Camp, and it was 

strictly separated from the rest of the camp area, meaning that – just as it was here in Treblinka 

– here we have the gas chamber and that is called the Death Area, also called the Death Camp, 

and separated from the reception area, which was the part of the camp where the transports 

arrived and were received, then the victims were brought here to undress, and finally they were 

herded to the gas chamber. This principle was the same in all three of the Aktion Reinhard 

camps… 
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S There are some small variations in the arrangement of the undressing room and so on, but the 

basic principle of strict separation of the death area from the rest of the camp… that was kept 

intact and so it was that a Jewish prisoner, who was forced to work here in the Death Camp, 

once he was in the Death Camp, no longer had a chance to come down into the lower camp or 

back to the reception camp, where he might have been used as a worker… 

Q … yes, I understand… the Jews who worked in the Death Camp had no chance of getting to the 

other part of the camp… but it wasn’t far? 

S None of it was far – the distances weren’t that great at all if one realizes that the extermination 

camp, Treblinka had a total area of 300 by 400 meters… then it’s possible to visualize that here… 

from the ramp where the transports arrived to the earthen wall, which separated the Death 

Camp from the Reception Camp… this road was about 150 meters; it wasn’t any more than 

that… no… 

Q … not more? 

S … no… 

Q … that’s surprising… 

S … yes, 150 meters at most… 

Q … yes, but could you describe the beginning… 

S … you mean the… 

Q … it was… nothing was ready… 

S … yes… 

Q … how these people improvised, yes? 

S … yes, so the beginning of the Aktion itself was distinguished by the fact that everything was 

very provisional… they built the gas chambers into a forest, or in Treblinka, on a field and then, 

well, they had to set up a camp fence, several barracks were built too but Himmler was pushing 

for the beginning of the Final Solution, you know, and then… 

Q … it was urgent? 
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S … yes, it was… they now wanted… it was connected to the state of the war in the East; they 

wanted to make use of the time during which they had pushed far into the East in order keep 

the mass murders secret in these far-flung hinterlands, and to carry them out without public 

noticing, and with that a situation arose… I would say… which was somewhat disorganized… 

Q … yes… 

S … so, in the beginning there wasn’t the smooth operation which was in place three months 

later. So, for instance, it happened that in Treblinka, where at the most they could kill about, 

say, three or four thousand people, according to the figures they had set, more transports 

arrived, sometimes two transport with 5,000 each, and then the capacity of the camp just 

wasn’t sufficient and the whole operation broke down. The camp then had to be closed down 

and big, new gas chambers were built; the whole thing was reorganized, Commandant Stangl 

came and, let’s say, tightened things up and made sure there was a disciplined procedure to the 

death machinery. Only then were the high numbers of killings, which they were striving for, 

possible. I personally asked Commandant Stangl once how high the volume could get if a lot of 

transports came and what the camp’s capacity for processing was, and then Stangl confirmed 

that at “peak times” in quotation marks, 18,000 people per day could be murdered…    

Q … daily… 18,000? 

S … up to 18,000; that wasn’t always the case, of course, but there were days on which this 

number… 
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Q … Suchomel told me that’s too many… it was 15,000… 

S … the Commandant said 18,000, he told me. 15,000, well yes, of course that’s… it will always be 

hard to get an estimate because, in my opinion, the capacity of the trains wasn’t always the 

same; there were trains which were packed full with people… then there were trains that 

weren’t so full; so if one assumes that here on the ramp in Treblinka, there was always room for 

a partial transport of about seventeen cars, and when the full transports came, for instance, 

from the Warsaw Ghetto, then the cars were full and overfilled with a hundred or more people, 

then, of course, in such a partial transport there were 1,700 people; the train consisted of about 

fifty cars, meaning that a third of the train was processed each time; the first seventeen cars 

arrived and the other two-thirds came later to the ramp; so if one assumes that there were full 

transport trains, then one could come to a total of 18,000; if the transport wasn’t as full, if the 

victims weren’t packed in as tightly, then the total would be a little less, but as I said… 

everything was counted in Treblinka, except the people… 

Q … yes… is the date of the first gassing in Treblinka known? 

S … yes, the first transport – now I have to search my memory – the first transport in Treblinka 

arrived on July 22… 

Q … 1942… 

S … 1942, July 22, 1942… 

Q … but before that, Treblinka was not in operation? 
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S … no, that was the first transport, see; there was a push on and it was later reported that with 

the first transport which went to Treblinka, that is, from Warsaw at the Unschlagsplatz (train 

station), that is, to Treblinka, with the first transports Eichmann was said to have been in 

Warsaw and observed the first loadings… 

Q … yes, supervising… 

S … yes… 

Q … yes… 

S … so, that was confirmed later; that could be true… 

Q … but to get back to the question of organization or disorganization, you said that in the 

beginning there were mountains of corpses… 

S … yes, so it was like this… 

Q … could you talk about that again? 

S … so, it was like this, that, as I’ve already said, the first camp commandant of Treblinka at that 

time, Dr. Eberl… he was evidently trying to make a name for himself… it’s not all that clear what 

motivated him, but in any case, he allowed more transports to come than the camp had in mass 

killing capacity… more than was possible to murder on a daily basis… and then it came to… 
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Bob. 40 

Spiess 4 

S … the first Commandant of Treblinka, Dr. Eberl allowed… 

Q … he was a doctor? 

S … a Dr. Eberl, yes… 

Q … doctor as in law or… 

S … that I don’t recall at the moment, but Dr. Eberl allowed the transports from Warsaw to come 

at a rate that didn’t even make it possible to kill the Jews who were arriving immediately. That 

means that in the August heat of 1942, the trainloads were piling up and many people already 

died in the trains, and then when the train came to the ramp, the first task was to remove the 

corpses from the trains… get them out of the cars and then those were stacked up here along 

the ramp, along the train tracks and then… this has been confirmed several times, there was a 

mountain of corpses at that time… 

Q … a mountain of corpses? 

S … mountain, that is… the mountain was 200 meters long, two meters high and two to three 

meters wide; that’s how such a number of corpses was stacked up… 

Q … but excuse me… a mountain of corpses of Jews who had died in the trains… 

S … already… in the heat of… the transports were standing… they couldn’t, as per the jargon of 

the camp, be processed… so, they stood here in front of the train station, as it was called – it 

wasn’t a real train station… 

Q … why… why… Treblinka isn’t far from Warsaw… eighty kilometers… 

S … eighty kilometers, but that… the… as I said, this Dr. Eberl allowed more trains to arrive than 

could actually be processed… 
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Q … I think that means that the trains… that people had to wait in the trains… 

S … exactly… 

Q … at the train station Treblinka, I think… 

S … yes, yes… they stood in front of or up to the train station Treblinka on the tracks and some 

died miserably in the cars – starving, thirsty, exhausted – and then the cars eventually arrived at 

the ramp and then the corpses were brought out and those couldn’t be taken to the trenches 

right away, rather there… those were for the ones killed in the gas chambers… then there were 

too many corpses there, so they were piled up at this area… as I said, it was a mountain of 

corpses which was 200 meters, two meters high and two to three meters wide… 

Q … but that means that the Jews who arrived there… they understood right away? 

S … yes, when the Jews were taken from Warsaw, they were deceived; they were told that they 

were coming to a resettlement, to an evacuation. In the beginning, they were even given a bit of 

bread and a bit of jam, in order to make this “evacuation” in quotation marks appealing for 

them… 

Q … yes… 

S … three kilograms of bread to go voluntarily to the Umschlagsplatz… 

Q … to go, yes… 

S … and in Treblinka, the Jews were deceived at the beginning that they were coming into a new 

living area; there was a sign here, on which was written “Warsaw Jews, you are coming to a 

resettlement”, etc. ; they needed to get a shower and then, when they were showered, they 

would come into a new work area… 
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S … families stayed together, that’s how they were fooled, but simultaneously with this deception, 

the terror was leashed upon them, meaning that the victims were beaten, they couldn’t even 

get their bearings, so that if they got suspicious, they were forced to enter the tube with terror, 

to go into the gas chamber without offering much resistance… so it was a combination, as I’ve 

always phrased it, between pretense and terror, whereby the deception became less and less, 

and the closer they got to the gas chamber, the terror increased… 

Q … that means, that in front of the gas chamber, there was no longer any deception, just terror… 

S … just terror… there were beatings… they had to put up their arms, you know… or… 

Q … could you describe exactly… the whole process? 

S … the whole process… 

Q … from the beginning… 

S … yes… 

Q … from the beginning till death… 

S … yes… 

Q … yes… this sign… 

S … it was like this… as follows… here at the ramp, the transport arrived… about seventeen cars 

had room at the ramp… here was the big sorting barrack right at the train station… there for 

purpose of deceiving the victims, a counter was built where train schedules were hanging and 

even a clock was painted on with numbers… it always pointed to twelve o’clock… 

Q … always twelve o’clock? 

S … yes, a painted clock, see… 

Q … and then the victims were herded to the station area… while people were disembarking, they 

were already beaten; then there was “hurry, hurry, hurry, get going, get going… the water… it’s 

getting cold”, and so on. Everything possible was done to give the impression… 
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Q … always fast? 

S always fast, as fast as possible. They didn’t want people to get their bearings… and at the same 

time, the sick and frail people were ordered to go to the hospital for treatment… 

Q … what does that mean? 

S … the hospital was nothing but this spot here at this trench… it was surrounded by a fence. It 

was nothing but an earthen trench with a dirt embankment… and it was actually a facility for a 

shot in the neck… here was a little stand on which was painted the Red Cross to deceive the 

victims… 

Q … there was a Red Cross? 

S … a red cross was painted on this little… 

Q … how many meters from the ramp? 

S … from the ramp… it wasn’t all that far… from here, that was about fifty meters away… and the 

victims had to get undressed here and then they had to sit down on this dirt embankment and 

were then killed with a shot in the neck… 

Q … but just where did these victims come from… 

S … they came here, while the majority was streaming out of the train cars, or were herded out, 

the old and frail people were ordered to go along here or around here… and to report to the 

hospital. A lot of them did that because they assumed they would receive medical treatment… 

and then they had to get undressed and they always had to sit on the dirt embankment, were 

then killed with a shot in the neck and whoever sat down after that, saw the ones already killed 

in the trench below. All the papers which were found on the Jews were later burned, so there 

was always a fire smoldering in the trench… 
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S … and these shootings took place alongside the processing of the rest… the transports, the rest 

of the transports. It wasn’t as if the shootings in the hospital were done to spare the old and frail 

people death in the gas chambers… rather it was done so as not to hinder the smooth process of 

the mass gassings with the old, sick and frail… so that was the state of things with… 

Q … excuse me, that means that these old people could have slowed down the whole process… 

the speed? 

S … just so… that wasn’t done out of humanitarian considerations, see? It also happened that… 

one time, it was reported, a transport arrived from a nursing home… and the old people were all 

shot… 

Q … in…? 

S … in the hospital – yes, they were all shot… because it wasn’t possible to force them all into the 

chambers… so they were all shot… and the… the shooter in the hospital, that was that… Menz… 

Q … Menz? 

S … Menz… he described various cases that he remembered… that occurred there in the hospital. 

For instance… that once a mother came to the shooting with two children and then… the 

children clung to their mother and then he… thought about, well, which one should he shoot 

first, the mother or the children and… eh… you see… and then he apparently decided to shoot 

the children first and then the mother, that’s what he… testified in the hearing… another time, 

the old Jewish people were standing there and then an old Jew came toward him, who 

apparently could no longer stand the agony of waiting, and said to him, “good sir, shoot me 

first”… so truly shocking scenes played out there… people were also led there by prisoners to 

the hospital – they all had to do the work under steady threats of death, these Jewish… 
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S … worker prisoners  in the camp – and who also probably, in order not to make the last stretch 

even harder for their friends, maybe kept up the deception, so this last part wouldn’t be 

unnecessarily even harder, see… that was… this could have played a role too… 

Q … yes, but Menz was a specialist? 

S … Menz was a specialist, yes – so, Menz did nothing but carry out the shootings in the hospital… 

that went as follows… when a transport (arrived), then Menz left the SS barrack, took his 

ammunition box and went to the hospital and carried out the shootings. He didn’t do that alone; 

Pabus was there too but he did most of it by far and the number… that can’t be just a few… with 

the large number of transports… 

Q … with a small pistol? 

S … a small pistol, yes… then there was also… in part, the Ukrainians probably also shot with rifles, 

so that wasn’t so consistent… 

Q … without much odor? 

S … yes… there were burnings and the fire… the corpses were lying in the trench and… the odor of 

the burning flesh hung… 

Q … excuse me… without much noise (Q had used the word “Geruch” odor, for “Geräusch “ noise) 

S … oh, without much noise – yes, it was the case… the shots could be heard, of course, but shots 

in the camp were not uncommon and when the transport was pushed forward, the one that 

wasn’t going to the hospital… then this bigger partial transport, then it was accompanied with so 

much noise and beatings and partly shots in the air too… to shock the people… that it wasn’t 

really noticeable when there were shootings in the hospital… 
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Spiess 5  

S … so, since Dr. Eberl allowed more transports to arrive than the camp was able to take in, there 

was a breakdown… the mountains of corpses were lying around… and the news of this state of 

affairs in Treblinka reached… it reached the leader of Aktion Reinhard, Otto Globocnik in Lublin… 

and then Globocnik made a trip to Treblinka to see what was going on there and that trip to 

there is always very graphically described by his former driver, Oberhauser. Globocnik arrived 

there – it was a hot August day and the whole camp area smelled of rotting… of rotting flesh 

because of the corpses lying around everywhere. And then Globocnik didn’t even enter the 

camp here to look around, but stayed here up front at the commandant’s barrack, sent for Dr. 

Eberl and greeted him with these words: “How is it possible to allow so many more thousands 

be transported here, if only two to three thousand can be processed?” And then camp was shut 

down. Eberl was relieved of his post and Wirth came, and thereafter, Stangl came, and the camp 

was reorganized, meaning that, above all, priority was given to erecting a big gas chamber 

building; the small old gas chambers, these ones here, just weren’t adequate, so here the new 

big gas chamber building was built, and then… 

Q … with a larger capacity? 
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S … with larger chambers, yes… the chambers had probably twice the capacity, I’d say, than the 

former, if not more… and then, after everything was finished, the transports arrived again… 

then, as I said, these high killing rates were finally achieved, when everything was functioning. 

Stangl then put something in place that had not been done before; he decided on steady work 

units, because, he said, “we have those experienced workers at our disposal”, who weren’t, as 

before, always newly selected from the transports; rathe,r experienced units were used and 

because of that, it moved along even faster, of course… 

Q … yes… yes… 

S … yes and then… the process itself was always the same… when they came out of the train, and 

as I said, they were beaten more and more, yelled at “hurry”, and such, but always there was… 

Q … excuse me… when Globocnik came, he saw corpses between the Treblinka Station and… 

S … well, yes, I don’t know which route he took, but according to Stangl we know… Stangl 

reported later that along the railroad of the town of Treblinka up to the camp, that is, right and 

left, there were corpses lying around and those had to be removed as a first order of business, 

you see? And so it was one of his first tasks to have the corpses removed everywhere, which 

were lying about… lying about… 

Q … yes… and the camp was shut down for how long? 
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S … the camp was… it was… shut down about, I would say, four weeks, not longer by any stretch… 

they built the gas chambers very quickly… 

Q … very quickly… 

S … those chambers were built very quickly… there was really no need for much equipment… the 

rooms were built simultaneously, the exhaust above, for deception, they built some sort of 

showerhead, and then the engine room was actually behind the gas chambers here… 

Q … who built the gas chambers? 

S … well, yes… those were… probably there were units of some… construction… organizations, 

which existed back then in the Gouvernement (area controlled by Germany), they came and in 

part, prisoners, who were masons, were used, so they worked with each other, you see… so, in 

part, they relied on the work of the prisoners…  

Q … were there engineers? 

S … yes, the plans of those who built the first gas chambers… this builder… 

Q … building supervisor, Mo… 

S … building, yes… he is… 

Q … he was in Herne… 

S … yes, he… this building supervisor, I think in the end he was in Frankfurt… lived, I think in 

Frankfurt in the end after the war… 

Q … yes… 

S … see, they got the assignment back then just to put the chambers somewhere… initially there 

were always gas chambers in the camps… so, when some other building is added… there was an 

old brickyard or whatever, I think, in Sobibor… then that was included in the camp area… but the 

core of the camp was the gas chamber, of course, and it was the first construction and 

everything else was grouped around it… 
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Q … yes, but these gas chambers were made out of concrete or wood? 

S … no, that was concrete… it was… the gas chambers were actually the only concrete buildings in 

the whole camp, everything else was wood… barracks… for the extermination camps were built 

only as temporary facilities, see, so they didn’t need to construct solid structures. The only other 

concrete building in Treblinka except for the gas chambers was here, this small munitions 

bunker, so then ultimately, there was the situation in Treblinka with the revolt – August 2, 1943 

– when the camp was largely burned down… the wooden barracks were mostly destroyed by 

fire, but the gas chamber building was the only concrete building still standing, and the odd 

transport still arrived, which could be… to speak in camp jargon… these could be processed or 

finished off, because the gas chamber building was still in operation… the walls were cement, on 

the inside, smooth cement… and after every partial transport, they were cleaned because the 

people, in their mortal fear, just let go of everything and such. All that is very clearly described in 

the Gerstein Report, how it looked when such a gas chamber was… 

Q … so, how many gas chambers were there in Treblinka?  

S … in Treblinka, there were… the new building… I have to say with a certain reservation because 

the numbers always varied somewhat… the witnesses said there were eight; and others say 

there were six chambers… personally, I came to the conclusion that ultimately there were eight 

chambers… here… four on each side… 

Q … eight new gas chambers? 
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S … eight new gas chambers… eight chambers, see, so… 

Q … yes… 

S … in the building, see… 

Q … yes… and… 

S … but, as I said, the number of chambers was not the deciding factor, that couldn’t be… on the 

ramp, only about seventeen train cars of a partial transport could arrive, meaning… now figure 

that half were women and children, see, and the other half men… and they were (gassed) in two 

batches… they were gassed… first the women and children and then the men… then it 

happened… 

Q … women and children first? 

S … women and children first and the men afterwards… that is, the children up to age twelve, the 

boys too, they could stay with the women and the bigger boys had to be with the men… so, if 

you figure that 850 people were in the first batch to be gassed and 250 to 300 were pushed into 

one chamber, then three chambers in the big gas chambers was enough for one batch of 

gassings… they were all needed and they couldn’t all be put into operation because it wasn’t 

possible, given the amount of space on the ramp for the transport… 

Q … but was there a single engine for the gas chambers? 

S … yes… yes, a single engine and that was a tank engine, a Russian tank engine of Type T 34… 

Q … ah, yes… T 34… 

S … a T 34… yes… 

Q … and who were the people operating this engine? 

S … the engine was run by a Ukrainian, called Iwan, and for him the key word was always… when 

the gas was to be released… “Iwan, water”… to fool the victims about coming to a shower… 

Q … that was the idea? 
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S … “Iwan, water” and then it started… the engine, and the process of death lasted about, oh, 

fifteen to twenty minutes… so, when the chamber was shut, then, eh… the enormous… the 

enormous fear came over the victims – this mortal fear – they cried, screamed, prayed… see… 

and these noises and these voices and the crying and all that… that stopped after about twelve 

or thirteen minutes… and then there was a certain waiting period, so then finally after about 

twenty-five minutes, they listened at the chamber, the doors – those were big doors, like our 

garage doors, not doors that could be opened out to the side, but they were like a garage door 

opening to the front – they listened, opened the doors… and often the question is posed: “were 

there any survivors?” So, the ones who came out of the gas chamber – there were such 

individual cases, and that’s because the sealant around the doors was not so (firm), so that 

someone standing directly at the door could perhaps get a bit of outside air; we got reports 

about a case of a girl who staggered out of the gas chamber… as it was opened, but as I said, 

these victims were shot immediately, of course; there weren’t supposed to be any survivors and 

then they were… 

Q … it was very long… twenty-five minutes… 

S … yes, but as I said, that is the length of time that was repeatedly reported, see… 

Q … yes… yes, but in Auschwitz with Zyklon… it was… 
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A When the victims were forced here into this undressing room, then the women and children – 

that included the boys to the age of twelve – had to go here into this undressing barrack, had to 

undress quickly, while the men got undressed outside in this open area here. Though there was 

an undressing barrack for men, it was rarely used. And then… 

Q Meaning that the men… in the open… 

A Outside. Whether it was winter or not, that didn’t matter; they had to undress outside. The 

clothes were then put down here, were then gathered up by a sorting unit and taken away. And 

then, then everything went “fast, fast, fast”, you see? And then the women and children had to 

pass by here at the so-called “cashier’s counter”. That was a small wooden shed. There, they 

had to hand over all valuables: gold, jewelry and such. And then everything was collected there. 

And then it was brought here into this room. That was the so-called… that’s where the so-called 

hairdressers were. There were several wooden benches, and there, with just a few cuts, the 

women’s hair was cut off, and, I think, they were not allowed to make more than three or four 

cuts per person… 
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A … then all the hair had to be off. And this hair was then gathered up into sacks, and ultimately 

here, later in a small area in this barrack, the so-called disinfection room, they were immediately 

disinfected. And this hair was later used for some mats or such… 

Q That was Suchomel’s area? 

A Suchomel had… Suchomel was the head of the “Gold Jews”, as they were called, you see? So, 

Suchomel had the cashier’s counter and the collection of the gold and valuables, and that was 

his domain.  

Q Meaning, he was what… at the cashier’s counter? 

A He was at the cashier’s counter or in the vicinity and supervised the matter. He was the head of 

the “Gold Jews”, who was responsible for all the valuables that were handed over and (word 

missing in transcript). Later, after the killing, the body cavities of the women were searched to 

check if the women had hidden any valuables. Valuables were  there… 

Q He… that… 

A That comes later, see? So, and then, as I said, everything was “fast, fast, fast”. And then the 

victims had to go through this path in the tube, or the “Way to Heaven”, as it was called by the 

victims… the prisoners of the camp… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

A And they had to – this tube was about four or five meters wide, consisted of… it was quite 

angular; this piece was about thirty meters long, and the other piece was about fifty meters – 

and through this tube, they had to move as fast as possible with hands raised in rows of four… 

five… 

Q Why? Why did they have to… 

A Yes, so that… they couldn’t possibly put up any kind of a resistance against the Ukrainians, who 

were standing here in the tube and beating the victims with whips and such, and yelling “fast, 

fast, fast”. And then the way went through this tube here to the gas chamber. 

Q And the people were naked? 

A They were completely naked, yes. They were completely naked and were… with whips… went 

through the tube to the gas chamber building. The tube was constructed with angles, so that 

when the gas chambers were full and there were still victims in the tube, it was possible to bring 

the line to a halt, bring the line of victims to a standstill, so they couldn’t get a look… then here… 

then they stood here until the gas chambers were free again later… 

Q … without the possibility… 

A … of seeing anything. And then there were… here came… they were herded into the gas 

chamber building…    
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A … here into the gas… into the gas chamber building; there were flower pots set up right and left, 

where there was pretense of a bathhouse… 

Q Flowers? Flowers? 

A Yes, a flower pot, well several… there were a few steps up to the building and then it was… the 

door was draped… the entrance to this middle way here was draped with a curtain from a 

synagogue, on which were stitched the words: “This is the gate through which the righteous 

pass.” Yes, yes, that is… 

Q It was written? 

A Yes, in Hebrew, you see? 

Q Hebrew? 

A Yes. Then there was also a Star of David attached to it. That can be seen from the report of 

Wiernik. This… this… this synagogue curtain came with a transport, and everything under the 

sun arrived. The people were counting on a resettlement. They needed their cultural objects; 

they brought everything they needed in their daily lives and among those was this curtain one 

day, which was then used to cover the middle path.  

Q Ritual objects. 

A Yes. And then they went into the chamber. And there the victims were beaten and forced in, of 

course, as many as possible. At times, they were pressed in the chamber so tightly that the little 

children were tossed… 
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A … above the heads of the ones standing up, so that when the chamber was opened later, first, 

some of the corpses had to be forcibly pulled out, or it wouldn’t have been possible to proceed. 

Then the chambers were opened to this side over here.  As I said, the doors were big folding 

doors, similar to our modern garage doors, and then the corpse unit went into action. Those 

were the Jewish prisoners, who were responsible for getting the corpses out of the chamber as 

fast as possible. At the same time, the dentists went to work. Those, on the other hand, were 

Jewish prisoners, who were armed with pliers… were equipped  and they had to run alongside 

the transport prisoners, who on a stretcher… there always had to be two victims laid on a 

stretcher and the prisoners… pulled the gold teeth from the victims, the dead victims. Later, the 

gold was brought to the head of the “Gold Jews”, was cleaned… that is, it was first cleaned here 

in this old building… 

Q How… 

A … from the teeth… the gold in the teeth was cleaned from the rest of the teeth, and then the 

gold from the teeth was also… those are… as I was saying… whole cartons of gold from the teeth 

were always… 
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Q How many so-called dentists were there? 

A Yes, that… I can’t give the exact figures anymore, but it’s possible to calculate that with the 

corpse unit about… in the beginning there were more, because the corpses were carried to the 

trenches; later they were burned. Yes, well, I estimate that ten to twelve dentists were still 

running alongside.  

Q Yes, and the… how many people in the corpse unit? 

A The corpse… the corpse unit, that varied somewhat. In the beginning, more were needed, 

because the corpses weren’t burned then. In the beginning, the corpses were brought to a big 

trench. Those are the big corpse trenches here. The first trench was filled with 80,000 corpses 

and that must have taken a month.  

Q … with 80,000… 

A 80,000. They… It’s reported that the murder of the 100,000th Jew from Warsaw was in the camp, 

in the camp canteen it was celebrated. That’s what was reported, and… 

Q Celebrated – how? 

A Yes, with an extra ration of liquor and whatever… see? That the first 100,000 were killed there. 

Q But these trenches were… 

A They were simply big dirt excavations. They had two excavators in the camp, which were there 

to… 
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A … dig out these corpse trenches. These trenches in… they were the size of… it’s been reported 

variously, but I’d estimate that the individual trenches were up to fifty meters long… fifty meters 

long and then the corresponding width and depth, of course; that can be estimated. The corpses 

were brought by the transporters on the wooden stretchers and had to be thrown down into 

the trench with a heave-ho. There they were layered like sardines in oil by prisoners who 

worked down there. Then a very thin layer of sand was put in between and then the next layer 

arrived. That’s how they slowly worked their way up the trench. And that was until the spring or 

the end of winter in 1943. Then they started burning the corpses. Probably, the fact that 

Stalingrad failed played a role and that there was a fear that one day, people could actually 

come to this place. So, they wanted to remove the evidence, and then they built a big grill here. 

The grill consisted of nothing but… a few concrete pedestals on which railroad tracks were 

placed… simple railroad tracks and it… a grill capacity – as it was called – when filled… a grill 

packed full amounted to about 2,000 corpses. Those were packed on it. That is, a gas chamber 

or two… 
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A … could be loaded on it. And they made sure that the women lay on the bottom because they 

allegedly burned better than men... 

Q Ah, the women… 

A Yes. 

Q … burned better… 

A Well, yes. Yes, I don’t know if they had more fat… that the women were a bit more filled out. 

That could be, couldn’t it? We were repeatedly told that. And then they switched over to… after 

the burning of corpses started… removing the corpses from the trenches, even those already 

decomposing. That was done with the excavator, and that was described very graphically during 

the Stangl trial by a prisoner, who was part of this unit. That was done as follows: with the 

excavator the remains were dug up. They had already gone into decomposition… 

Q With what? With what? 

A With an excavator. The excavator dug them up and threw the remains of the corpses onto a pile. 

And Jewish worker groups had to run around this pile. Everything had to be done on the run.  

And they had one trough between two of them, like a pig’s trough. And then there were others 

standing there with a pitchfork, with a kind of pitchfork, who tossed parts of corpses into the 

trough, and then they ran with the trough here to the grill and then they were… 
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A … the remains of the corpses were tossed… 

 

Bob. 43 
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A Then they dug up the bodies, already in stages of decomposition, in the corpse trenches. That 

was done by using the excavator to lift out the corpse pieces and throwing them onto a pile. 

And the Jewish units ran around this pile; in twos, they had a pig’s trough-like container. And 

others with a pitchfork had to toss the corpse pieces into it and then those corpse pieces were 

brought here to the grill and burned. This was described to us during the trial against Stangl 

and… one of the prisoners, who had to help with that and toss the corpse parts into the trough 

with a pitchfork, reported that when the excavator operator wanted to have some fun,  he 

opened the excavator bucket over the heads of the prisoners working below, and then the 

corpse parts flew around the heads of the prisoners in the true sense of the word.  The opening 

of the trenches was also used against Stangl by a witness’s testimony in a different context in 

Treblinka, and that’s as follows: when… 
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A … the first trenches were opened, there was, of course, a palpable stench of decomposition, and 

a guard lit a cigarette, and the embers of the cigarette or the match fell into the trench and 

created a shooting flame. And this flame burned the entire time and was fed by the gases of the 

decomposition in this trench. And that was – that’s why I just thought of it – seen by a train 

conductor of the railroad line which ran behind the camp… it went along behind the camp, and 

he described it to us. He was very surprised that there was a shooting flame, since there was no 

technical facility there, such as a furnace or kiln. But it was this shooting flame from the 

decomposition gases. 

Q What was the name of this train conductor? 

A I don’t remember who that was. He was a train conductor… one, who had nothing to do with 

the transports. That was the… the regular railroad line which went past there. He wasn’t a driver 

who brought transports. Rather, he drove… behind the camp ran a railroad line, if you can recall 

seeing it. Yes. That’s how it was. So, then the bones from the corpses which were burned on the 

grill were smashed and the ashes and such were scattered, partially used to build roads, partially 

dumped back into the trenches. An in the… 
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A … summer of 1943, they were far enough along that the corpse trenches were completely 

empty and there was only burning. The last prisoners, who remained in the camp after the 

revolt and who… had to level the camp to the ground, they were liquidated – I think on 

November 30, 1943. They were put into two train cars and then at dawn, they had to come out 

– SS men were standing to the right and left of the cars. And then they had to… go up front in 

groups of five… a small grill had been built in the meantime. There, the first fifty (five?) had to 

kneel and were shot.  And then the next five had to lay the ones already shot onto the grill, and 

then were killed in turn, so that ultimately the remaining unit was killed. And then the camp 

personnel, whoever was left, drove off in a truck, and the Ukrainian, who was left behind in the 

camp, and who was supposed to set up a small farm, probably got rid of the corpses or burned 

them and got rid of the ashes. When the camp was leveled to the ground, a farmhouse was built 

there. The earth didn’t support enough that a farmer could live off it. The Ukrainian, who was 

left there…  
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A … with his family, was really supposed to keep the people from searching around the grounds, 

to search for valuables, and was responsible for… 

Q The Poles? 

A The Poles. That they would come and start searching when the Germans left. And he was to see 

to it that this area was left untouched, in a sense. And when the rest of the unit pulled out of 

Treblinka, the whole area was covered with green lupines. 

Q Yes, but the Poles came anyway. 

A Yes, later… later, after the… they came and searched through everything. They found the 

remains of bones and such. That’s certain. But I meant to say, that was the purpose. 

Q But how many… how many Jews of this corpse unit survived, and in general, of the death camp… 

A … survived? 

Q … survived. 

A Yes. Well, the number of survivors is not large. At the beginning of the Treblinka Trial, according 

to the list at that time, we had fifty-three all told. We wouldn’t have had any surviving witnesses 

from the camp if it hadn’t been for the revolt. During the revolt on August 2, 1943, 700 

prisoners escaped, of which, however… 
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A … only ten per cent got away. Those totaled about seventy. And of these seventy, we could 

trace fifty-three who were still alive at the beginning of the Treblinka Trial in 1964. And one can 

figure out that of those – going by the ratio of the numbers back then, the former units – that of 

those, a scant third of the prisoners came from the death camp, the other two-thirds from the 

so-called lower camp, that is, they worked in the reception and residence camp. 

Q Meaning fifty-three out of one million? 

A … out of about a million. That’s 0.005%, isn’t it? 

Q Yes. 

A That’s a number that’s… 

Q That means that Treblinka functioned very well. 

A Yes, it… 

Q The goal was… 

A Yes, it… 

Q … achieved. 

 A Yes, Treblinka, in the sense of the Nazi regime, without a doubt, fulfilled its purpose. And we 

have only the revolt to thank that it was possible to conduct this trial. You see? That… And for 

me, the revolt in Treblinka has always been one of the most enormous achievements of 

resistance that ever took place. There were always plans of…  
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A … mounting a revolt… but the deciding push to action came from the Jews who came from the 

Warsaw Ghetto, who were brought to Treblinka after the revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto in 

April-May, 1943. Those must have been the last instigators. One of the organizers, Mr. 

Reismann, lives in Montreal; he was one of the initiators of the revolt.  

Q Reis…? 

A Reisman, yes. 

Q Yes. 

A And this revolt – this has to be acknowledged – took place under circumstances, which aren’t 

comparable to other revolts in whatever camps; they aren’t… aren’t in any way comparable. For 

one has to know, if a mere piece of bread was found on a prisoner, or a coin, it meant an 

immediate death by terrible torture. Then they  wanted to know if he was planning to escape or 

not. So, plans had to be made under extreme secrecy; weapons had to be procured too – they 

couldn’t be completely unarmed. Then… They managed that, they actually got rifles out of the 

munitions bunker, made wax impressions of the lock, fabricated Molotov cocktails. They … it 

was a hot August, 1943 – they (sprayed) the greenery, the entire area in…  
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A … between… here, these areas in between were always separated with green-woven walls, so 

that no one could look through to the individual areas… fences with greenery woven through. 

The day before, some of them could be partially sprayed with gasoline, so that they would ignite 

quickly. And the revolt was actually planned for the afternoon at 5 p.m. That’s when the revolt 

was to start on August 2. And perhaps it was a tragic confluence of circumstances that the revolt 

was triggered two hours earlier.  They saw Technical Sergeant Guettner – he was the man who 

had the role in Treblinka which Wagner had in part in Sobibor, the one who was recently 

extradited, you know? Guettner was going along the camp road with a prisoner. That was 

observed, here, on this street – and the fear was that there could still be a betrayal and 

everything would be revealed. And then they decided to… to make an earlier attempt at it. And 

that’s what happened. They broke out on all sides, firing with rifles. Some lay on the earthen 

wall and shot into the camp. The whole camp went up in flames; it was largely destroyed by fire. 

And the prisoners broke out on all sides. But it was still too early in the day and, unfortunately, 

the telephone wires were not cut yet, so that it was possible…  
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A … to call for outside help. And then the whole area to the farthest outlying areas was 

surrounded by German troops, lasso (?) troops and whatever was available while it was still 

daylight. And then the circle was drawn ever tighter, and then ultimately, only seventy prisoners 

actually got away. The others were shot on the spot.  
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A So during the revolt, 700 prisoners were able to escape from the camp. They streamed out of 

the camp in all directions, but were able to reach the woods, the protective woods, only after a 

certain length of time, or rather, were able to get to the protection of the woods while it was 

still light, during daylight, and the camp was immediately surrounded, was cut off at quite a 

distance by the military and troops, because, as I said, the telephone wires had not been cut. 

And then they drew the noose ever tighter, and the prisoners who were caught were mostly 

shot on the spot. Some were brought back into the camp. And as I said, seventy did eventually 

escape, the ones who were able to take cover in the woods and later got protection among the 

Poles… 
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Q But if one is aware of the circumstance in Treblinka, that is fantastic, this revolt. 

A This revolt continues to be for me one of the most impressive achievements, if one is aware of 

the conditions in Treblinka, meaning, aware of how things were, that even the smallest 

indication of resistance could mean an excruciating death. And it wasn’t even imaginable for the 

SS, that the prisoners would carry out a revolt. They assumed – after all, Stangl was in the camp 

at the time, that an attack could come from the outside. So, somehow, they thought about 

paratroopers or whatever, who would jump out onto that place. And Stangl took an old tank 

truck and drove around the camp. And it’s symbolic of the mentality of the SS that they simply 

couldn’t imagine that in their… I’ll put it like this… master race mentality that the abject, 

oppressed, beaten and starving Jews, that they would actually be able to acquire weapons, 

make Molotov cocktails, organize a revolt and accomplish a successful escape. Clearly, that 

simply wasn’t within the scope of their imagination. So they were surprised by it, and then, as I 

said, ultimately, were able to prevent, only by means of the encirclement, the worst, in terms of 

the SS perspective.  But it’s thanks to this… 
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A … this revolt that we later had witnesses for the trials. And maybe it was, if I may put it this way, 

also a bit due to history. When we were finishing the first Treblinka Trial, … that was truly a 

coincidence, that was not staged, the revolt took place on August 2nd, 1943, that is, at 3 p.m. 

they broke out of the camp, two hours too early. And as chance would have it, on August 2nd, 

1965, at 3 p.m., I was able to stand up as district attorney to give my summation in the Treblinka 

Trial. I couldn’t resist at that point referring to this history and saying: Back then at this hour 

twenty-two years ago, no prisoner could imagine that twenty-two years hence, a German 

district attorney would stand up and demand justice in their names. It was truly a combination 

of circumstances, but it really touched me personally back then; I have to say that with all 

honesty. 

Q But Mr. Chief Prosecutor, you interrogated and examined these people, these SS from Treblinka 

many times – Kunz, Franz, Miete, Metz, etc. What do you think about these people? The 

psychology of these people; what did they say? 

A In that sense, the psychological side can’t be generalized at all. We can’t say: the SS man per se. 

At one time… 
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A … they weren’t SS men; they came from the euthanasia project, became accustomed to killing, 

were kept together during the winter of the war 1941/42 in order to be brought into the 

extermination camps. That was the long-term plan of the Nazi regime. And then you have to 

distinguish between those who did participate, who also – if I may put it this way – shrank from 

participating, and those who for whom murder became normality, meaning that they willingly 

went along with the regime’s extermination plan and didn’t lack for atrocities and excessive 

treatment. That’s always the question after all: did the perpetrator willingly identify himself with 

the regime’s plan of murder, the carrying out of murder… the Nazi’s regime’s will to murder… or 

did he go along, but ultimately didn’t take this will to murder as his own. And there are cases, 

where prisoners were (sentenced to) life… excuse me, that is, defendants were sentenced to life 

imprisonment because it became clear through their behavior that they identified with the 

regime’s will to murder. And in that sense, one has to make a distinction from the psychological 

perspective: the one who personally took on the regime’s will to murder and then acted that 

out, who is on the level of a murderer as… 
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A … we know a  murderer in society. While the other one, though participating and not presenting 

any resistance and doing everything expected of him, and … well yes, also had the advantages 

which were forbidden to the guards: lots of vacation, their own recreation area, especially fine 

food and drink , no service on the war’s front lines and, and… takes advantage of all that, who is 

different psychologically from the perpetrator who went all out. You have to… you have to draw 

a distinction there. But it a fact that, evidently from a sense of deep guilt, which they all seemed 

to have, the accused, even if they were extreme perpetrators, ultimately kept trying to diminish 

their role, even though there really wasn’t much to diminish; they were in the center of the 

killing process, participated in the murder of millions of people. But it was somehow clear that 

these people wanted to get out, emotionally wanted to get out from under the burden and tried 

to deal with it. You know? So they tried to diminish their part in it, to say: Yes, I was only 

responsible for these few; the rest were not my business. But ultimately, I do think that the 

sense of guilt sat very heavily on them. That in itself, doesn’t always explain… in the camp… 
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A … as it was later acted out. We know, for example, from the defendant, Horn.  He was an 

orderly, who was found not guilty. He was the only not guilty one. He told us that he and his 

friend, a Mr. Rumm, who has died in the meantime, who was sentenced for abetting, that the 

two of them told the other guards when they were in the canteen in the evenings: What is going 

on here is murder, for which we will some day be held accountable. For that, the other SS 

threatened to beat him up, etc. So the attitude, if I may say it like this, among most of the 

guards was they weren’t open to such arguments. Afterwards… 

Q But that’s very hard for me to understand. How can one make a distinction in guilt? For 

instance, I believe that a man like Suchomel didn’t personally kill anyone. Yes. He was the barber 

(?), he was the head of the “Gold Jews”, he participated in the whole operation. 

A No, that’s clear. I just want to say with that, from the personal attitude, I could well imagine, 

that one… had an anti-Semitic attitude. From this anti-Semitism came his behavior… determined 

his behavior. And yet, let’s say… 
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A … he didn’t go to the next step of personally carrying out excessive treatment. That is, he didn’t 

participate in that himself, as happened, of pulling prisoners out and from the pure lust of 

pulling the trigger to shoot. You know? There were instances like that. You know? That he was 

guilty, that he was guilty with the others of this terrible thing, there’s no doubt about that. But  

there is still a difference in the internal participation of such an action, do you see what I mean? 

I mean, the difference. 

Q But how were these people? Why were these people chosen for this assignment? 

A Well, chosen is perhaps already going too far. Back then, people were called up for the 

euthanasia project for a variety of reasons.  One, for instance, was called up as a gardener for 

the euthanasia project, since they needed gardens in one of the institutions.  

Q Gardener? 

A Excuse me? 

Q Gardener? 

A Gardener. A gardener, a gardener was needed for garden work. And that’s how they came 

together. And this circle of people became accustomed to killing within the scope of the 

euthanasia project. That’s where the “unfit to live” life was presented… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



46 
 

 

Bob. 45 

SPIESS 9 

Q Yes, how many people were involved in the so-called Aktion Reinhard? How many Germans? 

A Yes. Aktion Reinhard had a German staff of about 100 to 120 and was carried out by the SS. 

Q No more than that? 

A No more. We… we have to figure on thirty to thirty-five per camp, plus a few staff members in 

Lublin. Now, we have to keep the following in mind: The Ukrainians had a big part in the 

extermination process. That means, they played an intermediary role, while the German 

personnel, these SS people, restricted their role to supervision, were unit leaders and heads of 

the units. And then the large numbers of Jews added to that, those who had to help with the 

work under steady threats of death. Whoever dared to show even a hint of resistance was shot 

immediately. So, in Treblinka, there were up to a thousand worker Jews in the various units… up 

to a thousand during the highest rate of operation. But that was… there was only one:… 
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A … either one worked to resist and was shot on the spot – that would not have changed anything, 

for things would have proceeded without the Jews, had it come to that. And because some were 

able to survive in this way, it was even possible for us to bring those who were responsible for 

what happened to justice. The… the one question, which has often been posed, is: Where 

should the resistance have taken hold, where could it have started?  Well, then one would have 

to go back a long way. Then one would have had to say: when the first resettlements were 

undertaken – say, in 1940 – in whatever ghettos, people would have had to stand up against 

them then. Then they could have done something, had they imagined and known that in 1942 or 

’43, one day the resettlements from this ghetto would culminate in transports to the 

extermination camp. So, those are matters that in hindsight are not… real… realistic. If we 

assume that an action of resistance could have been initiated, that people would have resisted 

on the basis of life and death. In view of the impending death in the gas chamber, then of 

course. There was resistance there, there were revolts there as well. That’s clear. That’s where 

this revolt, as I said,… 
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A … was actually carried out under special conditions, and one which demanded the highest 

degree of caution on the part of the men who took the risk. If one is aware of how prisoners 

were put to death, those who were suspected of harboring a piece of bread or a piece of gold 

for their escape… And the men knew that if you are caught, you will die a torturous death. Then 

that is worth the highest esteem.  

Q But the organization was fantastic. That means a hundred Germans… 

A Yes, let’s say 120. 100 to 120. 

Q … 120 Germans… how many Ukrainians? 

A Yes, Ukrainians were about… each company… the numbers vary. I would put each Ukrainian 

company at 150. 

Q Yes. 

A So, there were about 500 Ukrainian guards in addition. 

Q Yes, and so-called worker Jews. 

A Worker Jews. Yes, in varying numbers, there were up to a thousand per camp – let’s say – 

variable. Between 2,500 and 3,000 worker Jews, 500 Ukrainians and 30… that is, 120 SS in all. 

Q Yes, but that is impossible to… to comprehend, this story. 

A Yes, it was… we mustn’t forget in all this… 
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A … it was a system, and as I’ve said, built on deception and terror. Whoever arrived in the camp 

still lived at first in the expectation that there would be (missing word): You will get work, a job; 

the Führer is creating a Jewish state, whatever the rumors were. And that (worked?) until the 

system of deception turned more and more into terror, and then the person stood there naked 

and helpless. People with whips stood there; shots were fired. Whoever made a move was killed 

on the spot. There was no longer a chance to resist. The system was designed in such a way that 

there was a process could be executed.  

Q Yes. 

A You see? That… you always have to… take into account this well-oiled deception, this terror 

machine. Yes? If you can see that, how the transition was made the closer one got to the gas 

chamber. And then there was nothing left but terror. Then there was no more convincing and 

nothing… you see? Then, though the flowerpots were still standing there, as the final thing, but 

actually, one could already smell the burned flesh, and then…  

Q It was… 

A Then… even then, some  were even deceived up to this point, which was better for those 

“responsible” in quotation marks… 
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A … for then their process was even more perfect. You see? 

Q Yes. And what… and what did you say earlier about the… the state? 

A Yes. We mustn’t forget, whenever the question comes up, what was the attitude of the guards 

about what they were doing? What were the SS men thinking? How did they deal with that? 

How did they reconcile that? We have to remember that they had been raised in part in an 

authoritarian state or were living in it. And there, what mattered is what the Führer ordered, 

see? And he has to be obeyed. The Führer gives the orders and we obey. That was still this 

(word missing) which was hammered into them. And with that, for many of them, the first 

hurdles were already crossed. You see? With that, they had the moral cover. If the Führer is 

doing it, he’s doing the right thing. Along that line of thinking. When people arrived, who came 

from another world and brought with them a different attitude, like the orderly Horn, who said: 

“You can’t do that – that’s murder.”… 

Q That’s murder? 

A Yes, that’s what he said: “That’s murder. One day, we’ll have to pay a heavy price for that.” 

That’s… 
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A … what he said in the canteen of Treblinka. 

Q Yes, but how were these people chosen? 

A Yes, how were they chosen? In a sense, they weren’t chosen. They came from various 

professional groups and various methods into the euthanasia program.  

Q Yes, but mostly from the police, weren’t they? 

A Not only. No, no. There were also tradesmen among them, gardeners, salespeople. So, they 

didn’t just come from the police. Various functions. Stangl was a kind of police inspector, a 

registrar in Hartheim near Linz. So, there were a lot of differences. The… the biggest part… the 

biggest part of the euthanasia… the men pulled into the euthanasia program were, I’d say… 

were not highly placed SS members. They became SS members. So, they were men, who 

probably represented every other occupation… 

Q Yes, but how did these people get into the euthanasia program… 

A Yes, various experts were needed for whatever and they were pulled in. Of course, then, 

probably through Party organizations, reliable people were called for. That was possible in the 

party system, after all: Do you have a reliable man, who is ideologically on solid ground? But 

that wasn’t absolutely necessary. 
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A So, there were many ways of getting there. I mean… I can give you an example how someone 

got into the system. That was the case of the waiter, Ruhm. Ruhm was a bartender in Berlin. 

Ruhm served one of the important men of the euthanasia program. He (word missing: was 

dissatisfied with?) the bar life and this Ruhm was looking around for another job, and he sought 

out this high SA leader, who was working in the euthanasia program. He said, “I have something 

for you. Come to us.” So, Ruhm came to Tiergartenstrasse 4 in the basement and did 

photography or photocopying there. He did that for about two years until the summer of 1942. 

And then he wasn’t all that happy in the basement anymore, so he went to the SA leader: 

“Excuse me, but couldn’t you find me another job where the air is better?” “Yes”, said he, “you 

can have better air.” Two weeks later, Ruhm was standing as a guard at the corpse trench in 

Treblinka and oversaw the stacking of the corpses, see? That’s how Ruhm… Ruhm… not Horn. 

Horn was the orderly. That was the case of Ruhm. Do you see? I just want to say that. That’s 

how Ruhm got to the camp, see? A head waiter.  

Q He wanted fresh air. 
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A Yes, it was the fresh air. He got that. 

Q Yes. 

A At the corpse trench. I mean, that’s the other side of the coin, the macabre side of the coin, 

what those in charge saw as fun back then… 

Q But the people in the… in the so-called castle of the euthanasia program… 

A Yes. 

Q Hartheim, Sonnenstein, Hadamar, etc. These people all (had) experiences with gassing… 

A Yes. 

Q … had… 

A They were used to killings, after all. That’s why they were purposely kept together. You have to 

see it like this. The euthanasia program had… if seen from the outside… a premature ending 

because of the resistance, mainly from Christian circles, and then the people were, for all 

practical purposes, freed from the draft into the armed services. They could have been drafted 

into the Wehrmacht. That was not done. They did become soldiers, but they were kept in closed 

groups. The particular units were not used for distribution to various parts of the Wehrmacht. 

These groups were purposely kept as a closed unit in order to, after a year beyond the 1941/42 

winter of war,… 
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A … assign them to the extermination camps in the spring and summer of 1942. And in fact, the T4 

men were charged with caring for the SS members of the extermination camps until the end. If 

an SS man was killed, then the details of the estate were handled by a T4 man. He would arrive 

from Berlin and take care of everything. Well, imagine all that effort for an SS man. 

Q Yes. 
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A The SS men of Aktion Reinhard came from the euthanasia program, so were used to murdering. 

And then of course, it was only as short step for them from the gas chambers in the sanatoriums 

to the gas chambers of the extermination camps. So, no big adaptation process was needed. 

That was now carried out… even if now in a much more enormous scope, but still… for them it 

was a new or different form. That was for them, for the men, ultimately – even if it was a 

continuation in a much larger context – of course, here in this…  
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A … dimension, which probably surpassed their imagination in the beginning… 

Q But these people knew that they… they had a very, very special assignment? 

A Yes, they were a special unit. They had been told that. They were under a special obligation; 

they had a special assignment. Of course, they had compensatory advantages. They were not 

allowed to be sent to the front, not even later… they were not to be used there. They had other 

benefits. And with all this, it was clear to them that the Special Unit Treblinka, as it was called, 

was connected for them, on the one hand, with special rights, special privileges, and they saw 

their activities in the broadest sense, as special, what we would call special in the most evil 

sense, but they were always special… 

Q But they were carriers of secrets? 

A Yes, yes… they were all committed to secrecy, see? That’s clear. But basically, that was only a 

threat: If you break the secret, you will be held responsible. After all, they didn’t have much 

cause to tell… we sometimes heard from… 
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A … wives of the guards, that they sensed that their men had changed, but they didn’t say 

anything to them. As to how far the marital trust kept the secrecy … those are things… 

Q I think they… they talked. But they didn’t have to go to the Wehrmacht… 

A No. They… they weren’t supposed to do that. They were only supposed to… 

Q But that’s hard to understand because there are lots of reports from Wehrmacht people. For 

instance, I read one from Mr. Pfoch… yes?… and… 

A Yes, he is the current… President of the City Council in Vienna, Hubert Pfoch. 

Q Yes, and he was in Siedlce, he… 

A … took pictures. 

Q Yes, he took pictures and he traveled through Treblinka with his train… Treblinka Station. 

A No. No, no, no, no, no.  No, he was… in Siedlce… he… it’s like this. He wasn’t allowed to… 

Q Two things: he saw the loading of Jews in Siedlce, and with his train… 

A Oh, did he (go) through the station later… 

Q Yes, Treblinka Station. And it was very clear to him and for the entire train, that something very 

bad was going on in Treblinka.  
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A Hm, hm… later, when he heard about the Treblinka Trial, he remembered that he was 

threatened, those old Austrians, who somehow took exception to the horrible transport 

methods, that people were already being killed and shot, that they could be attached to the 

train going to Treblinka. And that’s what he remembered after all those years when the trial 

started in Düsseldorf; he let us have those photos and came as a witness as well.  

 Q Yes, yes. But in… in… in Germany back then in the Wehrmacht, did people know about this… this 

situation or not at all? 

A Once, during the trial of Undersecretary Dr. Ganzenmueller, I tried to establish his knowledge 

about a certain area, for instance, here at the National Railway, about the transports, which he 

(was responsible for) moving throughout the whole of Europe. It was very clear that the railway 

attendant at the crossing in Auschwitz knew more, that is, was more in the know, if I can say it 

like that – had more concrete knowledge about the matter that the person, who was sitting at 

some headquarters or in some department of the East Railway. Although these people were 

informed about these matters time and again at… 
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A … railway scheduling conferences, and such related events. And there was no lack of notices in 

these departments, that here in the East things were happening that were unimaginable. So 

there was talk. But the concrete knowledge about such a camp and what was going on there, 

that was restricted to a smaller group of people than is generally assumed. I consider the 

half-knowing clearly larger… that was… There is something, there must be something, but solid 

facts of individual – this is what’s happening at Auschwitz, this is how it is in Treblinka, or that 

such and such camps exist only for the extermination of Jewish people – that, I think, was not 

widely circulated. Although I am of the opinion that the highest echelon of the regime’s 

leadership, that is, as of a certain level, knew, and certainly whoever had anything even 

incidentally to do with this matter. A high level SS and police head told me – this was important 

during a hearing – that it was a question of which rank one had and to which document one had 

access, to get a picture and draw relevant conclusions. He was trying to say with that, if one held 

a certain position, one could see what was unfolding there; if one were more removed from it, 

maybe at… 
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A … a desk a few floors down, the picture could become clear later. But he didn’t rule out that it 

would become clear.   

Q Yes, that’s a big question: what is half-knowledge? For instance, these people of the East 

Railway/General Administration of the East Railway, Department  33, these people all had 

schedules for special trains, and special trains meant Jewish transports, extermination camp. 

And precisely that a train goes from Czenstochewa to Treblinka and returns empty. We all have 

these… these things. And my question is: how do you judge the… the guilt of members of 

Department 33? For instance… 

A Yes. 

Q I spoke with some people of this department, and Stier, for instance, said he was persecuted for 

abetting murder. And he laughed. But… how do you judge the guilt of these people? 

A Yes, it is… 

Q … a big question… 

A Legally, the matter is very clear: whoever, let’s say, participated at any time in connection with 

the deportation of the Jews, even if only at the planning of schedules at the conferences, 

contributed in a perpetrative way to… 
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A … the whole enormous mass murder. That is completely clear, legally. That counts as being an 

accessory to murder, if one contributed to such perpetrative way. The question, which comes up 

with regard to all these people is the one about knowledge, see? The knowledge if they knew 

that they were helping (words missing)... were helping with something that ended in such a 

gruesome way. And there it’s very hard to get proof. It’s quite possible this one or that one 

knew. If he kept quiet about it, didn’t let on that he knew, and no third person comes and says: 

“he told me himself”… 

Q Yes, but there are other people from the East Railway, for instance… 

A Yes. 

Q … who say quite clearly that some of the member of the East Railway knew exactly that 

extermination camps existed… 

A Yes, but then… 

Q For instance, Prause or… 

A Yes, but they probably weren’t in Department 33 themselves, as you say, and didn’t work there. 

And they said: we were aware of it, but if they were able to bring proof against the one, who 

was part of it… 
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A … that he knew it because someone knew it too, that is, of course, a very big question of proof, 

a difficulty that came up again and again, see? You can see it there… 

Q No, but my question… that’s not a question for the prosecuting attorney and the judges, but for 

the human being in your…your inner consciousness. What… what do you make of it? 

A About the knowledge of… I think, in this case, one has to… one does have to take into 

consideration the proximity to what happened. So, I can see that people who came from 

Warsaw and saw the transports departing, that they could have thought: Every day 5,000 

people are going somewhere; where do they go? See? Then if some… 
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Q Raul Hilberg writes in this article about the railway, and he writes the following: ordinary people 

did extraordinary work. And in his view that means that these people knew what they were 

doing. And my question is: these… these people from Department 33, who designed the 

schedule very exactly, very precisely, it is impossible that they… 
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Q … didn’t know what they were doing. They were capable of putting two and two together… 

A Yes, I’ve already said, it depends on the proximity to the events. And I can well imagine, that 

someone in the Gouverneur General or who was in the head office of the East Railway, got news 

in a round-about way from staff who escorted the trains almost into the camp, news which 

simply forced him to the conclusion: the trains scheduled from here have no other purpose than 

to bring people there… 

Q But, for instance, these people… these people did not have only desk jobs, because they had 

connections to… to the entire railway concern, they knew the drivers, etc. There were drivers 

who knew exactly what happened in Treblinka.  

A Yes, that’s what I made clear. So, when… such information came back, that is, news from people 

who drove there and spoke about it with colleagues, then a person who was in such a position 

could draw conclusions and gain such awareness. It’s also a fact that there were documents 

which forced a person to those conclusions. You know about the famous letter written by State 

Undersecretary… 
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A … Ganzenmueller, in which he confirmed that as of a certain date, every day 5,000 Jews from 

Warsaw to Treblinka… 

Q Not Jews. He didn’t say Jews. He said… ah, not Ganzenmueller that’s Jews, Wolf writes … 

A Yes, yes. Wolf circumvents that. So… he says 5,000 per day. Then we have to ask ourselves, if 

one signs such a letter, what happens next? Every day 5,000. That’s 150,000 per month.  What 

big city is being built there? If it’s only a city of barracks, where did the people go? They couldn’t 

help but ask themselves… 

Q Where is the city? 

A Where is the city, you know? 

Q Yes. That’s a good question. Yes, yes. 

A So, I’m saying… may I… So, there was a document, where one could reach… come to this 

conclusion. There are also documents from the SS offices and the commander outside of 

Germany, where… the higher SS and police administrators outside of Germany, where the 

destruction of Jews was very clearly expressed. You see? 

Q Yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



64 
 

A They contain certain phrases… I once read a document – I don’t want to delve into it now – 

where the question arose about a transport, see? Someone was attacked and then in the 

document was written that the victim, who was being asked about a train there, that they dealt 

with the matter and then he said that he was in agreement with the 100% destruction of the 

Jews.  

Q Yes, but in your opinion, thirty-five years later, what did Germany know back then? 

A  Yes, that’s a broad area… now see here, all the… all… How many soldiers experienced shootings 

in the rear army areas? How many commanding generals knew that within their areas of 

command the Einsatz detachments were in action?  

Q Yes. 

A You see? Those are questions that are being asked today, which the youth are primarily asking. I 

run into this when I give presentations when young people come and ask: what did people know 

back then? What information was available? Or, what must they have known? But how did it 

look in areas which, as the expression goes, lay far afield from the shootings? It’s true that 

Jewish citizens were suddenly no longer seen on the street,… 
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A … see; they were no longer there; they had traveled somewhere to the East. And what 

happened to them then? That’s a question of whether there was ever a reliable report. And 

when unpleasant news comes along, people tend to shrink from it, if I may put it that way, and 

talk themselves into believing something that isn’t really there. See? I keep saying it, just as the 

individual tries to repress unpleasant occurrences, whole countries try to (repress) their 

unpleasant events… 

Q Yes, it’s true what you’re saying. But we know, for example, that there were many soldiers in the 

Wehrmacht, who knew exactly what… what was happening with the Einsatz detachments. They 

saw and… not only soldiers, but generals and field marshalls, and these people had families, 

these people wrote letters. I think, there was a… at least rumors, une rumeur (says this in 

French) … 

A Certainly there were… I would say, the well-known conversations behind the shielded hand… 

behind the hand shielding the mouth. But, on the other hand, I’m convinced that fear – I’ll say 

this in quotation marks – of being held accountable for “spreading atrocity propaganda” to 

share this and other similar events in letters. 
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A I think those were the exception. It could happen in conversation that someone came and said: 

such and such happened. You see? Or, I experienced such and such. But beyond that, I mean, to 

write down such experiences was risky for whoever did it. If his letter from the field had been 

opened, he would have been… 

Q Everything was verbal? 

A Verbally, I can fully believe it, that things were said, and perhaps to a greater degree than is 

assumed here. But I’m also sure that there were a lot of people, a lot, who just wouldn’t believe 

these things because they weren’t willing to deal with them (exact meaning of this sentence very 

unclear without the audio), but on the other hand, also didn’t have access to sources, which 

gave them… let’s say, such a volume of solid evidence, that they had to say to themselves: oh 

yes, there’s something going on. And the enemy propaganda came very late on the scene with 

flyers, which could really have opened people’s eyes. See? Unfortunately, it didn’t happen on 

that scale, see? Maybe they didn’t expect much… 

Q Ah, you mean the Allies? 

A Yes, yes. Dropping a few leaflets,… 
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A … see? Where they could have said, such and such is happening… 

Q They didn’t do that. 

A Yes, they did drops… but relatively late, I think… 

Q Yes, very late. 

A Very late. So… we  mustn’t forget whether they themselves had solid information. See? 

Q Yes. 

A You see, the Gerstein Report, I think, didn’t reach England, which was his intention. Just to name 

an example. And even if the report had arrived, whether – let’s say – an Allies office then would 

have considered the report credible. That’s another question.  

Q Yes, that’s another question. 

A See? It was, after all… it was a case, you see, of circumstances. Just imagine: in Treblinka on a 

daily basis – let’s say at any one time – 15,000 to 18,000 people were murdered. Yes, if you were 

to tell someone that, that there are camps where people arrive in a train, where on a daily basis 

the population of a small city is killed. If you were to tell someone that… That is so beyond the 

imagination, that the person would just be met with incredulity.  
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A The person reporting that. I always say, the scope of this crime ran the danger – let’s say – that 

it wasn’t believable.  You see? 

Q That’s true. 

A See? The scope of it, see? Today one can’t even imagine… Think of a soccer stadium, where 

people go now, a soccer game with 75,000 people. That was a week’s… that was week’s worth 

of work in Treblinka. If I may put it that way. The people were killed in this… or they were 

burned on the grill. Then there was not a trace of them left. 

Q Yes. 

A And if you were to tell it to someone, that person would say: That can’t be. You can say that to 

me, but not to others… not to others. 

Q Yes, but that’s difficult because… until 1939, the persecution of Jews happened openly. At a 

minimum, the Germans knew that Hitler… didn’t like the Jews. 

A No, that was… No, Hitler made very clear threats about the murder of the Jews, right? He 

announced the end of the Jewish race in case of a second world war. He did indeed do that. But 

I mean, for a German… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



69 
 

A … observer, could (reach?) this conclusion… but we were talking with people in other countries… 

If someone from there got such a report, well, was that person going to believe it? 

Q That’s true. Yes, the… the Jews in America didn’t… 

A They didn’t believe it. 

Q … believe. That’s true. 

A You see? So that… as I said, we know from the Jewish prisoners, who were able to escape in the 

beginning, when Treblinka wasn’t so secured and organized, were able to get back to the 

ghetto. And they reported to the Jewish Council… 

Q Yes, yes. And no one believed them. 

A … and no one believed them. A nation of culture like the Germans wouldn’t do that. They… I 

mean, although the people in Warsaw had suffered at the hands of the Germans… but that was 

just too gruesome for them; they just couldn’t or wouldn’t believe it, however you see that. 

Q But I’m coming back to the people from Referat 33; they were never persecuted? 

A Yes, indeed. Presumably, action was taken against them due to… I don’t recall now by which 

district attorney’s office. There were charges leveled against them. But it’s always…  
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A … a question of… the subjective, to get proof. And that’s the misfortune. I have to prove that 

you knew. Where do I get that? He says: I never knew about it; someone told me something 

which I didn’t believe. You see? If I… Of course, if the man had sent a letter home to his wife… 

the train schedule… but he didn’t do that. 

Q Yes, of course, yes. 
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Spiess 12 

A Aktion Reinhard came to a close with a written account by Odilio Globocnik. And it’s shocking to 

see there, that they tried to get the exact value. So we learn about the currency taken in: total 

sum of Reichsmarks (I’m rounding up the amount) 53 million. Currency in paper money from all 

the major countries of the world, whereby especially noteworthy are the half million dollar 

notes, for a total of about 1.5 million… 

Q The major countries of the world… 

A … from all the major countries of the world, he wrote. There… there were dollars from China, 

pesos, everything under the sun. Then… currency in gold coins…  
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A … for a total value of 850,000 marks, Reichmarks; precious metals, about 1,800 kilograms of gold 

and about 10 (1000?) kilograms of silver for a total value of 5,350,000 Reichsmarks. But here I 

think, in this connection, among the 1,800 kilograms of gold, there is gold from teeth. That was 

melted down into bars. And then it was delivered in that form. So they didn’t take the gold from 

the teeth, that the emptied-out teeth were left behind and then this… history. Then the gold 

was bars… which could be… 

Q Bars? 

A Yes, so they… so, they took this… these amounts of gold would have been accumulated in part 

by the gold from the teeth of the murdered Jews. Yes, then there are various jewelry pieces, 

watches, eyeglasses, etc. Then there are more specific lists of what came together in watches, in 

pieces of jewelry, rings, diamonds, etc. Then Globocnik comes to a sum of 26 million 

Reichsmarks. And at the end, there are 1,000 train cars of clothing for a total value of 13 million. 

That makes for a total value of 100 million Reichsmarks, which flowed into the coffers of the SS. 

The total had to be calculated by the financial and administration headquarters,… 
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A … which in turn sent it to the Reichsbank. Globocnik adds that the foreign (word missing here) of 

precious gems and precious metals brought in foreign currency. And he’s clearly proud to have 

made an economic contribution to the scope of Aktion Reinhard. When reading this accounting, 

one has to ask oneself, of course, if somewhere the number of murdered people wasn’t 

calculated, if there wasn’t someone somewhere who would have put that on paper. But there is 

no such number. The number of people was not recorded. They weren’t counted. Counted was 

what was left of their possessions, and that is essentially what is shocking about this document 

about the end of Aktion Reinhard. And I mean, whoever reads this document and gives it to 

young people to read, and knows that everything was recorded to the last pair of eyeglasses… 

from the last pair of eyeglasses to the wrist watches – by the way, those were later repaired and 

given to the Wehrmacht, declared as allegedly Jewish stolen and fenced goods – and then says, 

on the other hand, that the individual person, the Jewish person was nothing in the eyes of the 

Nazi rulers, that is fundamentally and in the most profound sense, shocking.  

Q  Yes, and there are other letters… Coup (?)… 
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Q That is… that’s the same, this… That’s not Aktion Reinhard, that’s Kulmhof, that’s Chelmno.  

A Yes, I’ve heard it said that if you read about the winter charity drive of the German people, that 

the collection of clothing was only initiated back then to cover up the arrival of clothing from 

Aktion Reinhard and similar actions against the Jews. To what degree that’s true, I can’t say. But 

it was certainly a fact that they was very careful that there not be any sign left on the clothing of 

the prisoners or the people who were brought to Treblinka. It did happen, as reported by 

witnesses, that two weeks after a transport from Bialystok went to Treblinka, a clothing 

transport arrived there in which a personal… a personal paper of… or a personal paper of Jews 

was found, who had gone to Treblinka two weeks before. And that was brought to the attention 

of the SS, and they watched for that like hawks; even the seams had to be searched before the 

clothing was shipped out. And it could happen that a Jew in the sorting detachment… 
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A … if he had missed something or maybe wanted to miss something, in order to send whatever 

signal for help he could send to the outside world, that he was immediately sent to the 

shot-in-the-neck wall and shot. Because in their case, they (suspected?) sabotage… 

Q Yes, but in these letters… the people, who got the clothing and these Jews’ clothes, did they 

complain about blood stains and Stars of David? 

A That’s… there is such a case, where the clothes came back which were not properly sorted or 

cleaned, and there was proof. That was the same as we heard about Bialystok, and of course, 

those were due to flaws in the system, and there were such mountains of stored items in… in 

the… also in… in Majdanek, you can see the mountains of shoes to this day from Treblinka in 

part, which are lying there, to the point that they couldn’t be used.  You see? That was a pretty 

senseless initiative to have ordered all that tying of shoelaces. But the victims were also fooled 

by that; they were told: you have to tie your shoes together very carefully, so you’ll find them 

again later when you need them after the shower. Of course, it was all part of the deception, 

but actually… 
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A … all these shoes couldn’t be used anymore. And… But the fact that they were even stored and 

delivered to Lublin, speaks to the fact that to the bitter end, there was an attempt to make a 

profit from the possessions, as long as it was believed possible. 

Q Yes, but I read another document where presents were given to soldiers and the SS… 

A Yes… 

Q And they asked: we want to know, what do your people want? Do they want watches, do they 

want a jacket, do they want articles of clothing, etc.? 

A Yes, I know this matter of the delivery of repaired watches to the Wehrmacht. That’s mentioned 

here too in the final accounting of Aktion Reinhard, where you read: what is especially 

noteworthy is the number of watches – 16,000 useable and 51,000 in need of repair available to 

the troops. So, just for… just for the troops about 70,000 watches were made available. That 

means, there were watches which were at least good enough… 
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A … could be reused, see? The others were presumably thrown out.  

Q Yes, nothing was lost. 

A Yes. 

Q Yes. (Talks in French to crew – not audible.) Yes. That’s very interesting, what you… Excuse me. 

Wait. Cut, cut, cut, cut. 

 

Map of Treblinka. 
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Map of cuts of Lanzmann 

Plans of the industrial countryside and traveling in the Ruhr area. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


