
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:04,500
Because at his 100th birthday,
he published a great book.

2
00:00:04,500 --> 00:00:06,660
And I'm writing about
my imprisonment.

3
00:00:06,660 --> 00:00:09,220
You again, the Ha-avara.

4
00:00:09,220 --> 00:00:14,190
So, the Ha'avara, so we
sent people to negotiate.

5
00:00:14,190 --> 00:00:15,990
I wasn't amongst
them, because I was

6
00:00:15,990 --> 00:00:18,060
denaturalized for high treason.

7
00:00:18,060 --> 00:00:20,610
I was very much for it.

8
00:00:20,610 --> 00:00:22,890
Finally reached an agreement.

9
00:00:22,890 --> 00:00:25,950
I can't tell you how
many German Jews came.

10
00:00:25,950 --> 00:00:29,650
You learn it here, easily,
but thousands and thousands.

11
00:00:29,650 --> 00:00:33,930
[INAUDIBLE] millions
of goods from--

12
00:00:33,930 --> 00:00:35,550
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not money, but goods.

13
00:00:35,550 --> 00:00:36,480
Of German goods?

14
00:00:36,480 --> 00:00:37,170
From Germany.

15
00:00:37,170 --> 00:00:39,650
And then finally, it
came to a great debate

16
00:00:39,650 --> 00:00:40,980
in Zionist Congress.

17
00:00:40,980 --> 00:00:42,630
I presided the meeting.

18
00:00:42,630 --> 00:00:44,640
I was the vice president.

19
00:00:44,640 --> 00:00:46,690
Weizmann was a
very bad chairman.

20
00:00:46,690 --> 00:00:50,190
He was impatient,
nervous, and I presided.

21
00:00:50,190 --> 00:00:54,360
It was a terrific
debate, late at night.

22
00:00:54,360 --> 00:00:57,480
And I carried it with
the great majority.

23
00:00:57,480 --> 00:01:04,590
It's a serious theme, but let
me tell you a joke I made.

24
00:01:04,590 --> 00:01:08,820
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The opposition was
based mostly Herut.

25
00:01:08,820 --> 00:01:11,460
So they want to demonstrate
their opposition.

26
00:01:11,460 --> 00:01:15,960
And they got up and began
to yell, shame, shame,

27
00:01:15,960 --> 00:01:18,570
in Hebrew in Yiddish Hunger--

28
00:01:18,570 --> 00:01:22,950
And walked out of the meeting
and stood in the door.

29
00:01:22,950 --> 00:01:26,880
It was in Lucerne, at the
concert hall of Lucerne.

30
00:01:26,880 --> 00:01:32,340
And yelling in order not to
allow the meeting to go on.

31
00:01:32,340 --> 00:01:33,600
I was presiding.

32
00:01:33,600 --> 00:01:37,170
The leader, at that
the manifestation,

33
00:01:37,170 --> 00:01:41,340
was an Austrian, wonderful
Jew, Stricker who died later

34
00:01:41,340 --> 00:01:43,980
in Dachau like a real hero.

35
00:01:43,980 --> 00:01:46,980
He didn't allow the
Nazi who took him
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36
00:01:46,980 --> 00:01:49,230
to be executed to touch him.

37
00:01:49,230 --> 00:01:51,720
He said, you swine can
kill me, but you are not

38
00:01:51,720 --> 00:01:52,720
allowed to touch me.

39
00:01:52,720 --> 00:01:54,210
They didn't touch him.

40
00:01:54,210 --> 00:01:58,380
Anyhow, so Stricker was standing
there with all this yelling

41
00:01:58,380 --> 00:02:01,540
and I was afraid the
meeting would be broken up.

42
00:02:01,540 --> 00:02:06,930
So I yelled in stronger
voices, and my friend Stricker

43
00:02:06,930 --> 00:02:08,940
yell inside, or yell outside.

44
00:02:08,940 --> 00:02:11,400
But close the door,
there's a draft.

45
00:02:11,400 --> 00:02:14,575
There was such a laughter, that
the demonstration was finished.

46
00:02:14,575 --> 00:02:17,910
The next day he came with
a complaint to the Congress

47
00:02:17,910 --> 00:02:21,330
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that I insulted a very
important group of the Congress

48
00:02:21,330 --> 00:02:22,780
by this joke.

49
00:02:22,780 --> 00:02:25,960
So the Congress [INAUDIBLE]
said, what is the insult?

50
00:02:25,960 --> 00:02:30,120
I said, there was a draft,
it was probably true.

51
00:02:30,120 --> 00:02:33,600
And the Ha'avara
was of great help.

52
00:02:33,600 --> 00:02:37,200
Thousands of German Jews and
very important Jews, many

53
00:02:37,200 --> 00:02:40,470
of them became later on
very important figures.

54
00:02:40,470 --> 00:02:42,000
It came only through Ha-avara.

55
00:02:42,000 --> 00:02:44,790
I myself came through Ha-avara.

56
00:02:44,790 --> 00:02:52,350
When I immigrated
30, 40 to Palestine,

57
00:02:52,350 --> 00:02:55,320
I immigrated, because
my wife's parents

58
00:02:55,320 --> 00:02:57,180
transferred thousand pounds.
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59
00:02:57,180 --> 00:02:59,550
I didn't have them at that time.

60
00:02:59,550 --> 00:03:03,120
And I came based on
Ha'avara visa capitalist.

61
00:03:03,120 --> 00:03:06,200
Most of the German Jews
who came here in Israel

62
00:03:06,200 --> 00:03:07,655
came through the Ha'avara.

63
00:03:07,655 --> 00:03:11,400
Ha'avara Because
then, especially

64
00:03:11,400 --> 00:03:15,420
them when the war started,
there was no quotas, no visas.

65
00:03:15,420 --> 00:03:18,540
But in the Hitler
period, otherwise you

66
00:03:18,540 --> 00:03:19,720
couldn't get them.

67
00:03:19,720 --> 00:03:20,220
Yes.

68
00:03:20,220 --> 00:03:22,950

69
00:03:22,950 --> 00:03:25,250
It's a classic
example where you have

70
00:03:25,250 --> 00:03:28,370
to make a compromise
between your conviction
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71
00:03:28,370 --> 00:03:31,070
and your practical needs.

72
00:03:31,070 --> 00:03:33,890
You were the man
of the boycott--

73
00:03:33,890 --> 00:03:36,410
the anti-German boycott and
the man of the Ha'avara.

74
00:03:36,410 --> 00:03:36,910
Yeah.

75
00:03:36,910 --> 00:03:37,410
Both.

76
00:03:37,410 --> 00:03:38,060
Both, yes.

77
00:03:38,060 --> 00:03:38,930
[INTERPOSING VOICES]

78
00:03:38,930 --> 00:03:41,130
--boycott, and for
Israel, Ha'avara.

79
00:03:41,130 --> 00:03:41,630
Yes.

80
00:03:41,630 --> 00:03:45,674
Because save Jewish lives was
more important for me than ever

81
00:03:45,674 --> 00:03:50,690
in our element but save Jewish
lives was more important.

82
00:03:50,690 --> 00:03:54,230
No, I think that this connection
is a great crime of the Zionist
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83
00:03:54,230 --> 00:03:58,550
movement was 1937 when they
rejected the English partition

84
00:03:58,550 --> 00:04:00,360
plan.

85
00:04:00,360 --> 00:04:02,970
At that time, the
English offered partition

86
00:04:02,970 --> 00:04:06,790
on a very small territory.

87
00:04:06,790 --> 00:04:09,970
It would have been a
joke of a Jewish state.

88
00:04:09,970 --> 00:04:15,200
But I was for it, and
Ben Gurion was for it.

89
00:04:15,200 --> 00:04:18,220
But the majority was against it.

90
00:04:18,220 --> 00:04:20,350
And that's why I
always say that I

91
00:04:20,350 --> 00:04:24,940
haven't a great respect for
democracy majority decisions.

92
00:04:24,940 --> 00:04:30,910
The two great successes we have
had in our generation partition

93
00:04:30,910 --> 00:04:35,673
later on, and the negotiations
there from Germany,

94
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00:04:35,673 --> 00:04:37,465
if you would have a
vote, the Jewish people

95
00:04:37,465 --> 00:04:39,820
would both have rejected it.

96
00:04:39,820 --> 00:04:45,040
So my respect for majority
wisdom is very limited.

97
00:04:45,040 --> 00:04:47,890
At that time, it was
a terrific fight,

98
00:04:47,890 --> 00:04:51,170
and we dragged it
on for over a year.

99
00:04:51,170 --> 00:04:53,260
Finally came to the
[INAUDIBLE] meeting

100
00:04:53,260 --> 00:04:54,940
which, again, I presided.

101
00:04:54,940 --> 00:04:57,650
I stood seven hours on my feet.

102
00:04:57,650 --> 00:05:01,870
One of the most tiring
functions of my life.

103
00:05:01,870 --> 00:05:03,970
And the majority voted for.

104
00:05:03,970 --> 00:05:07,360
By that time, the English
already had second thoughts,

105
00:05:07,360 --> 00:05:09,850
and withdrew the proposal
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106
00:05:09,850 --> 00:05:12,190
I think if we would've
accepted it right away,

107
00:05:12,190 --> 00:05:14,170
we would have saved
100,000 of Jews.

108
00:05:14,170 --> 00:05:16,360
They may have lived in
tents in Palestine--

109
00:05:16,360 --> 00:05:17,050
Yes, but--

110
00:05:17,050 --> 00:05:18,550
The Americans would
have paid money.

111
00:05:18,550 --> 00:05:22,750
Yes, but this would have
been a material [INAUDIBLE]..

112
00:05:22,750 --> 00:05:27,520
This was a lack of foresight
of the Zionist movement.

113
00:05:27,520 --> 00:05:30,880
Now let's go through
the American period.

114
00:05:30,880 --> 00:05:34,340
I would like to know
if you remember,

115
00:05:34,340 --> 00:05:41,860
in which exact circumstances did
the news of the extermination

116
00:05:41,860 --> 00:05:43,360
program--

117
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00:05:43,360 --> 00:05:45,880
the extermination
plan-- reach you?

118
00:05:45,880 --> 00:05:47,533
You personally.

119
00:05:47,533 --> 00:05:48,700
Where were you how it was --

120
00:05:48,700 --> 00:05:52,660
I have to tell you,
the first news story--

121
00:05:52,660 --> 00:05:55,510
I immigrated to America
after the breakdown

122
00:05:55,510 --> 00:05:57,640
of the League of
Nations, because I

123
00:05:57,640 --> 00:06:00,318
took over the political
work in Washington.

124
00:06:00,318 --> 00:06:03,870

125
00:06:03,870 --> 00:06:09,000
The first news came by
a cable from Riegner

126
00:06:09,000 --> 00:06:12,185
who was and is the
Secretary General.

127
00:06:12,185 --> 00:06:13,560
At the time, it
wasn't Secretary.

128
00:06:13,560 --> 00:06:16,080
It was the head of
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[INAUDIBLE] office.

129
00:06:16,080 --> 00:06:18,300
The Jewish Congress
in Geneva, yes.

130
00:06:18,300 --> 00:06:21,300
And the visit was
published in a book

131
00:06:21,300 --> 00:06:25,380
by [INAUDIBLE] of a great
German industrialist who

132
00:06:25,380 --> 00:06:29,850
knew about the final
solution decision in Wannsee

133
00:06:29,850 --> 00:06:33,600
So Riegner want to cable it.

134
00:06:33,600 --> 00:06:38,290
He didn't want to
cable it on open cable.

135
00:06:38,290 --> 00:06:41,120
at the other end we
had no diplomatic post,

136
00:06:41,120 --> 00:06:46,790
so he cabled to Mr. Silverman,
a leading member of parliament

137
00:06:46,790 --> 00:06:50,600
of the Labor Party and was the
chairman of the English section

138
00:06:50,600 --> 00:06:52,130
of the World Jewish Congress.

139
00:06:52,130 --> 00:06:55,490
A very courageous man.
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140
00:06:55,490 --> 00:06:57,800
And Silverman got
the foreign office

141
00:06:57,800 --> 00:07:00,820
to cable it through the
American State Department

142
00:07:00,820 --> 00:07:03,470
to Wise and me.

143
00:07:03,470 --> 00:07:05,270
When we got the cable,
we went immediately

144
00:07:05,270 --> 00:07:09,950
to Sumner Welles was the
Undersecretary of State,

145
00:07:09,950 --> 00:07:11,390
and a really decisive man.

146
00:07:11,390 --> 00:07:16,640
Howe was neither a diplomat,
was an anti-Semite was a nobody.

147
00:07:16,640 --> 00:07:19,880
But Roosevelt had to
name him, because he

148
00:07:19,880 --> 00:07:24,980
was the leader of the democratic
majority in the Congress.

149
00:07:24,980 --> 00:07:28,566
But the real man
was Sumner Welles

150
00:07:28,566 --> 00:07:30,620
was a real diplomat,
very cultured.

151
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00:07:30,620 --> 00:07:33,500
I always used to say to him,
you are the only white men

152
00:07:33,500 --> 00:07:34,100
in this house.

153
00:07:34,100 --> 00:07:35,142
All the rest are Indians.

154
00:07:35,142 --> 00:07:36,470
[CHUCKLES]

155
00:07:36,470 --> 00:07:38,695
And he was also a friend
of the Zionist ideal,

156
00:07:38,695 --> 00:07:42,170
and a personal great
friend of mine.

157
00:07:42,170 --> 00:07:47,270
Then we showed it to the
Welles he said impossible.

158
00:07:47,270 --> 00:07:48,950
Out of the question
that the Germans

159
00:07:48,950 --> 00:07:51,290
would dare to do such a thing.

160
00:07:51,290 --> 00:07:54,770
And I ask her not to publish it.

161
00:07:54,770 --> 00:07:59,510
Excuse me, my question
was, you personally--

162
00:07:59,510 --> 00:08:00,800
when did you--

163
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00:08:00,800 --> 00:08:03,680
I said, this was--
don't ask me about dates

164
00:08:03,680 --> 00:08:04,820
for which I have no memory.

165
00:08:04,820 --> 00:08:06,760
But this was the Riegner cable?

166
00:08:06,760 --> 00:08:09,050
Riegner cable, certainly.

167
00:08:09,050 --> 00:08:12,140
Before there were all kinds
of rumors about expulsion,

168
00:08:12,140 --> 00:08:15,230
but no extermination camp.

169
00:08:15,230 --> 00:08:21,690
And we ask for three weeks time,
he said, I will check on it.

170
00:08:21,690 --> 00:08:24,380
And the best way to check
is through the Vatican,

171
00:08:24,380 --> 00:08:27,110
because at the Vatican,
there was priests everywhere.

172
00:08:27,110 --> 00:08:28,310
[INAUDIBLE] occupied.

173
00:08:28,310 --> 00:08:30,800
And after three weeks,
he called us and said,

174
00:08:30,800 --> 00:08:32,330
I'm afraid you are right.

175
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00:08:32,330 --> 00:08:33,780
But did you trust it?

176
00:08:33,780 --> 00:08:34,280
Hm?

177
00:08:34,280 --> 00:08:35,720
Did you trust it?

178
00:08:35,720 --> 00:08:38,450
You, when you got the news.

179
00:08:38,450 --> 00:08:42,380
Well, when I got the
news from Riegner

180
00:08:42,380 --> 00:08:44,660
I was inclined to
believe it's true.

181
00:08:44,660 --> 00:08:45,200
Yes.

182
00:08:45,200 --> 00:08:46,700
Yeah.

183
00:08:46,700 --> 00:08:51,720
And especially after three
weeks that he informed us--

184
00:08:51,720 --> 00:08:54,950
naturally, we knew
that it's true.

185
00:08:54,950 --> 00:08:56,900
But we didn't know details.

186
00:08:56,900 --> 00:09:01,800
The Vatican people confirmed
that there is camps,

187
00:09:01,800 --> 00:09:04,670
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and there are some ideas of--

188
00:09:04,670 --> 00:09:07,250
but they didn't confirm
it very clearly.

189
00:09:07,250 --> 00:09:09,740
Either because the
pope, you know,

190
00:09:09,740 --> 00:09:13,100
at that time was rather pro
German, or they didn't know.

191
00:09:13,100 --> 00:09:13,958
I cannot tell you.

192
00:09:13,958 --> 00:09:14,750
This, I won't know.

193
00:09:14,750 --> 00:09:17,600
I wasn't in Europe at that time.

194
00:09:17,600 --> 00:09:20,690
And then it became known.

195
00:09:20,690 --> 00:09:23,990
I can't say that the American
Jewry was too terribly

196
00:09:23,990 --> 00:09:25,460
impressed.

197
00:09:25,460 --> 00:09:27,930
They were not?

198
00:09:27,930 --> 00:09:31,560
People-- it wasn't
very clear, you know.

199
00:09:31,560 --> 00:09:36,120
And then came
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occasionally cables

200
00:09:36,120 --> 00:09:39,000
from the Jewish
underground in Poland

201
00:09:39,000 --> 00:09:42,960
through the government
in exile in London.

202
00:09:42,960 --> 00:09:44,070
Gomulka government.

203
00:09:44,070 --> 00:09:44,610
Not Gomulka.

204
00:09:44,610 --> 00:09:45,570
No, not Gomulka.

205
00:09:45,570 --> 00:09:51,390
Mikolajczyk Mikolajczyk who
were a bit anti-Semitic.

206
00:09:51,390 --> 00:09:54,060
And I'm not sure if they
transferred all the cables,

207
00:09:54,060 --> 00:09:56,230
but I cannot check.

208
00:09:56,230 --> 00:09:58,240
There was a Jew
in this government

209
00:09:58,240 --> 00:10:03,270
which I got Mikolajczyk
to name Dr. Schwartzbart.

210
00:10:03,270 --> 00:10:05,970
But later on, they
fired him, and then he

211
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00:10:05,970 --> 00:10:10,290
became one of the members of the
executive of the World Jewish

212
00:10:10,290 --> 00:10:12,490
Congress in New York.

213
00:10:12,490 --> 00:10:15,840
And did you meet personally
in New York with Ziegelbojm

214
00:10:15,840 --> 00:10:16,830
With whom?

215
00:10:16,830 --> 00:10:18,430
Ziegelbojm, Szmul Ziegelbojm.

216
00:10:18,430 --> 00:10:21,090
No, was he ever in New York?

217
00:10:21,090 --> 00:10:22,110
Yes, yes.

218
00:10:22,110 --> 00:10:23,318
He went directly to New York.

219
00:10:23,318 --> 00:10:26,032
No, he must have met the Jewish
Labor Committee, I presume.

220
00:10:26,032 --> 00:10:26,990
the people of the Bund.

221
00:10:26,990 --> 00:10:31,320
Yes, sure the sure the Bund
was very closely connected

222
00:10:31,320 --> 00:10:34,530
with the Labor Party, Jewish
Labor which at that time

223
00:10:34,530 --> 00:10:35,940
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was a very influential body.

224
00:10:35,940 --> 00:10:39,165
Not today, because they had
men like Hillman Dubinsky

225
00:10:39,165 --> 00:10:42,210
who had a great influence
on the Democratic Party.

226
00:10:42,210 --> 00:10:45,340
No, I never met him.

227
00:10:45,340 --> 00:10:47,020
Yes, and you said
that the American

228
00:10:47,020 --> 00:10:48,645
Jews were inclined not to--

229
00:10:48,645 --> 00:10:52,060
They were inclined not
to take it too seriously.

230
00:10:52,060 --> 00:10:53,230
And who took it seriously?

231
00:10:53,230 --> 00:10:54,170
Hm?

232
00:10:54,170 --> 00:10:56,560
Who are the people
who took it seriously?

233
00:10:56,560 --> 00:10:58,270
Well, I was--

234
00:10:58,270 --> 00:11:00,880
I must say, I never
thought of the magnitude

235
00:11:00,880 --> 00:11:04,360
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of the destruction.

236
00:11:04,360 --> 00:11:07,250
Nor did we notice that --

237
00:11:07,250 --> 00:11:10,730
100,000 of Jews were
never specifics--

238
00:11:10,730 --> 00:11:11,230
finished?

239
00:11:11,230 --> 00:11:16,370

240
00:11:16,370 --> 00:11:19,560
I'll give you two
examples of many.

241
00:11:19,560 --> 00:11:24,080
When I arrived in June '40
in America after the League

242
00:11:24,080 --> 00:11:27,350
of Nations broke down,
and there was the danger

243
00:11:27,350 --> 00:11:29,540
that Switzerland
will be occupied,

244
00:11:29,540 --> 00:11:32,300
and the Swiss government
asked me to leave,

245
00:11:32,300 --> 00:11:35,870
because I was denaturalized
for high treason.

246
00:11:35,870 --> 00:11:40,010
I made my first speech,
second, in Canada.
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247
00:11:40,010 --> 00:11:43,070
I don't remember--
Toronto or Montreal.

248
00:11:43,070 --> 00:11:47,900
And I said to them that the
war will last very long,

249
00:11:47,900 --> 00:11:50,990
and that I'm afraid that
half of European Jewry

250
00:11:50,990 --> 00:11:53,670
may be annihilated.

251
00:11:53,670 --> 00:12:00,810
Well, it's cynical to say I
wish only half This was more.

252
00:12:00,810 --> 00:12:04,170
So I remember the Jewish
press attacked me violently.

253
00:12:04,170 --> 00:12:07,790
How can be a man a
prophet of such gloom?

254
00:12:07,790 --> 00:12:11,250
How it is imaginable
that half European Jews?

255
00:12:11,250 --> 00:12:15,310
Is he crazy, Dr. Goldmann
I can never forget it.

256
00:12:15,310 --> 00:12:16,800
They wrote this?

257
00:12:16,800 --> 00:12:19,260
They wrote these articles, yeah.

258
00:12:19,260 --> 00:12:22,180
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Nobody took it seriously
for the leaders.

259
00:12:22,180 --> 00:12:23,490
But in the press--

260
00:12:23,490 --> 00:12:25,270
It is the reason why
there are prophets--

261
00:12:25,270 --> 00:12:25,770
Hm?

262
00:12:25,770 --> 00:12:28,890
It is the reason why there are
prophets in Jewish history,

263
00:12:28,890 --> 00:12:30,950
because the Jews are deaf.

264
00:12:30,950 --> 00:12:32,520
Hm.

265
00:12:32,520 --> 00:12:38,010
Second example-- I
don't remember the date,

266
00:12:38,010 --> 00:12:44,160
I have a poor memory for dates,
I got the cable from Riegner --

267
00:12:44,160 --> 00:12:45,830
we got --

268
00:12:45,830 --> 00:12:49,370
that the Germans
are ready to release

269
00:12:49,370 --> 00:12:53,510
a large number of
Jewish children

270
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00:12:53,510 --> 00:12:58,220
from Romania against
a certain delivery

271
00:12:58,220 --> 00:13:00,740
or payment of three million--

272
00:13:00,740 --> 00:13:05,430
on figures and names,
I have no good memory.

273
00:13:05,430 --> 00:13:08,750
But Riegner can easily tell you.

274
00:13:08,750 --> 00:13:11,490
Now that's a transfer
of money to the outside

275
00:13:11,490 --> 00:13:16,000
was forbidden to
enemies under the law.

276
00:13:16,000 --> 00:13:19,410
So Wise and I call the number
of American Jewish leaders.

277
00:13:19,410 --> 00:13:22,260
We should go to Roosevelt
and ask for permission.

278
00:13:22,260 --> 00:13:23,520
Oh, cannot do it.

279
00:13:23,520 --> 00:13:24,690
What do you mean?

280
00:13:24,690 --> 00:13:26,820
It's against the
interests of America,

281
00:13:26,820 --> 00:13:29,250
we are [? the ?] enemy.
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282
00:13:29,250 --> 00:13:31,410
So we went to Mrs.
Roosevelt, who was

283
00:13:31,410 --> 00:13:33,690
wonderful in all the things.

284
00:13:33,690 --> 00:13:38,440
And she went to Roosevelt,
and Roosevelt said, sure,

285
00:13:38,440 --> 00:13:41,020
no question.

286
00:13:41,020 --> 00:13:47,010
But he said you have to get
the bureaucratic procedures

287
00:13:47,010 --> 00:13:48,160
through Howe.

288
00:13:48,160 --> 00:13:49,420
Through the State Department?

289
00:13:49,420 --> 00:13:51,700
State Department.

290
00:13:51,700 --> 00:13:54,250
The man who was very
helpful was Morgenthau,

291
00:13:54,250 --> 00:13:55,130
was Secretary of the

292
00:13:55,130 --> 00:13:55,630
Treasury.

293
00:13:55,630 --> 00:14:00,250
--Treasury, and wonderful
in these things.

294
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00:14:00,250 --> 00:14:03,960
Howe did everything to say
-- not Howe personally,

295
00:14:03,960 --> 00:14:05,095
back in [INAUDIBLE].

296
00:14:05,095 --> 00:14:06,790
[INTERPOSING VOICES]

297
00:14:06,790 --> 00:14:08,080

298
00:14:08,080 --> 00:14:11,560
There's a book that
appeared No Refuge--

299
00:14:11,560 --> 00:14:12,070
No Haven--

300
00:14:12,070 --> 00:14:12,570
[INAUDIBLE]

301
00:14:12,570 --> 00:14:14,230
No Haven For Refuge.

302
00:14:14,230 --> 00:14:15,970
[INAUDIBLE]

303
00:14:15,970 --> 00:14:18,080
And I can confirm everywhere.

304
00:14:18,080 --> 00:14:20,040
I knew all of them
back in this, long -- [

305
00:14:20,040 --> 00:14:21,400
You knew Long?

306
00:14:21,400 --> 00:14:25,270
[INAUDIBLE] discussion
[INAUDIBLE]..
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307
00:14:25,270 --> 00:14:31,240
So they dragged it on
for two or three months.

308
00:14:31,240 --> 00:14:33,070
By the time we had
the permission,

309
00:14:33,070 --> 00:14:37,100
the children were
already deported.

310
00:14:37,100 --> 00:14:39,650
But it was very difficult--

311
00:14:39,650 --> 00:14:42,710
the money they gave
America must be correct.

312
00:14:42,710 --> 00:14:45,390
The moment they had permission,
the Joint or the other

313
00:14:45,390 --> 00:14:47,240
provide the money.

314
00:14:47,240 --> 00:14:49,820
And the Joint
occasionally sent money

315
00:14:49,820 --> 00:14:52,220
to save Jews a small amount.

316
00:14:52,220 --> 00:14:55,040
You should one day
discuss it with the Joint.

317
00:14:55,040 --> 00:14:58,445
There were especially
men in Switzerland

318
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00:14:58,445 --> 00:15:00,920
who were representative
of Mayer.

319
00:15:00,920 --> 00:15:01,876
Saly Mayer.

320
00:15:01,876 --> 00:15:02,570
Saly Mayer.

321
00:15:02,570 --> 00:15:05,420
He's dead now, but
he did very small--

322
00:15:05,420 --> 00:15:06,830
was very courageous.

323
00:15:06,830 --> 00:15:09,380
Joint is a group of
the establishment.

324
00:15:09,380 --> 00:15:11,370
He's the one who discussed
with [INAUDIBLE]..

325
00:15:11,370 --> 00:15:11,870
Hm?

326
00:15:11,870 --> 00:15:14,750
He's the one who discussed
with Himmler afterwards.

327
00:15:14,750 --> 00:15:15,770
Yes.

328
00:15:15,770 --> 00:15:20,390
But the money they gave, but
to ask permission it didn't --

329
00:15:20,390 --> 00:15:24,190
That's an example of--

330
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00:15:24,190 --> 00:15:26,960
I must say, I want to be fair.

331
00:15:26,960 --> 00:15:29,720
I, myself, didn't do enough.

332
00:15:29,720 --> 00:15:31,856
WIse was also--

333
00:15:31,856 --> 00:15:34,760
I'll give you an
example which I've often

334
00:15:34,760 --> 00:15:40,750
quoted in speeches on the
Memorial Day and [INAUDIBLE]..

335
00:15:40,750 --> 00:15:45,200
We received once a cable
transfer as you say probably

336
00:15:45,200 --> 00:15:48,500
through the
Mikolajczyk government

337
00:15:48,500 --> 00:15:51,780
from the underground in Poland--

338
00:15:51,780 --> 00:15:55,980
why don't the Jews
leaders in America act

339
00:15:55,980 --> 00:16:00,480
more dramatically to
have their camps bombed?

340
00:16:00,480 --> 00:16:02,550
And there was even
an example given--

341
00:16:02,550 --> 00:16:07,020
why don't Jewish leaders
not go to the White House
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342
00:16:07,020 --> 00:16:10,110
and sit for days and nights
on the steps of the White

343
00:16:10,110 --> 00:16:13,770
House with a hunger strike
till the Allies will

344
00:16:13,770 --> 00:16:15,700
agree to bomb the camps?

345
00:16:15,700 --> 00:16:17,220
We didn't do it.

346
00:16:17,220 --> 00:16:21,150
Even we were lacking such
a daring imagination.

347
00:16:21,150 --> 00:16:22,230
I'm willing to admit--

348
00:16:22,230 --> 00:16:23,040
But--

349
00:16:23,040 --> 00:16:24,930
I don't know if it
would helped much.

350
00:16:24,930 --> 00:16:29,790
I have a feeling, I want to
ask if I am right or not.

351
00:16:29,790 --> 00:16:36,960
I have the feeling that
after 1942 and 1943,

352
00:16:36,960 --> 00:16:39,630
the Jews in America
and the leaders

353
00:16:39,630 --> 00:16:45,150

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



of the Jewish world in
America gave up the hope

354
00:16:45,150 --> 00:16:48,000
to save the Jews in Europe.

355
00:16:48,000 --> 00:16:52,200
And that for them, the best
answer to the Holocaust

356
00:16:52,200 --> 00:16:56,622
was to prepare the establishment
of the state of Israel.

357
00:16:56,622 --> 00:16:58,080
No, I--

358
00:16:58,080 --> 00:16:58,500
This was American
Jewish confidence?

359
00:16:58,500 --> 00:16:59,542
No, I wouldn't go so far.

360
00:16:59,542 --> 00:17:00,540
You wouldn't go so far?

361
00:17:00,540 --> 00:17:04,680
I don't think any of us
would have given up hope

362
00:17:04,680 --> 00:17:06,725
to save a number of--

363
00:17:06,725 --> 00:17:08,350
not giving up the
hope that there won't

364
00:17:08,350 --> 00:17:11,369
be a European Jewish community.

365
00:17:11,369 --> 00:17:16,460
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I give you again, I mean, I
reply always with experience.

366
00:17:16,460 --> 00:17:19,230
Yes, yes.

367
00:17:19,230 --> 00:17:23,369
We had the Institute
of Jewish Affairs

368
00:17:23,369 --> 00:17:26,339
with the Congress
established led

369
00:17:26,339 --> 00:17:31,770
by two extraordinary people,
two brothers Robinson Geniuses

370
00:17:31,770 --> 00:17:33,000
from [INAUDIBLE].

371
00:17:33,000 --> 00:17:33,510
Nehemiah

372
00:17:33,510 --> 00:17:34,770
Nehemiah and Jacob.

373
00:17:34,770 --> 00:17:36,840
Jacob is still alive.

374
00:17:36,840 --> 00:17:40,330
When I took out of Lithuania
and brought to New York,

375
00:17:40,330 --> 00:17:43,800
and then they established
a -- they created the idea

376
00:17:43,800 --> 00:17:45,320
of the Nuremberg Trials.

377
00:17:45,320 --> 00:17:46,440
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Yes.

378
00:17:46,440 --> 00:17:48,270
And the idea of reparations.

379
00:17:48,270 --> 00:17:49,390
Not my idea.

380
00:17:49,390 --> 00:17:51,600
I take credit for
having implemented it,

381
00:17:51,600 --> 00:17:53,490
not credit for this idea.

382
00:17:53,490 --> 00:17:56,310
It was Robinson's idea.

383
00:17:56,310 --> 00:18:01,440
And they worked for the
whole idea of reparations

384
00:18:01,440 --> 00:18:03,220
wasn't meant
primarily for Israel

385
00:18:03,220 --> 00:18:07,020
but meant for 100,000 of
European Jews who may be saved.

386
00:18:07,020 --> 00:18:08,520
[INAUDIBLE] wouldn't
have done, they

387
00:18:08,520 --> 00:18:12,060
would have taken for granted
upon the Europeans Jewry.

388
00:18:12,060 --> 00:18:14,280
We thought that the number--

389
00:18:14,280 --> 00:18:15,990
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even until the
end, we didn't know

390
00:18:15,990 --> 00:18:18,330
the extent of the massacre.

391
00:18:18,330 --> 00:18:21,370
The six million we learned
only after the war.

392
00:18:21,370 --> 00:18:22,860
Only after the war?

393
00:18:22,860 --> 00:18:26,250
Nobody thought-- I don't
know anybody who thought--

394
00:18:26,250 --> 00:18:28,260
Did you did you
participate yourself

395
00:18:28,260 --> 00:18:34,380
in the Madison Square Garden
demonstration in 1943,

396
00:18:34,380 --> 00:18:36,030
Stop Hitler Now--

397
00:18:36,030 --> 00:18:36,690
Probably.

398
00:18:36,690 --> 00:18:38,280
--which was headed by Wise.

399
00:18:38,280 --> 00:18:40,290
I participated in so
many, I can't tell you.

400
00:18:40,290 --> 00:18:44,730
I can check it in my
diaries which are in Paris.

401
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00:18:44,730 --> 00:18:48,540
But I participated
in so many meetings.

402
00:18:48,540 --> 00:18:52,800
Why certainly, I am not a
man for mass demonstration

403
00:18:52,800 --> 00:18:53,370
meetings.

404
00:18:53,370 --> 00:18:55,440
Not even a good
speaker for this.

405
00:18:55,440 --> 00:18:57,300
Wise was an excellent speaker.

406
00:18:57,300 --> 00:19:01,560
I hate to speak to people more
than 2,000, 3,000 maximum.

407
00:19:01,560 --> 00:19:05,140
Because you have to be very
demagogic, very primitive.

408
00:19:05,140 --> 00:19:09,270
It's not my-- so maybe I didn't.

409
00:19:09,270 --> 00:19:10,870
Wise I'm sure, did.

410
00:19:10,870 --> 00:19:12,240
Yes, he did it.

411
00:19:12,240 --> 00:19:13,320
Ya, sure.

412
00:19:13,320 --> 00:19:16,230
And he was much more
effective in such addresses,

413
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00:19:16,230 --> 00:19:19,110
such mass-meetings.

414
00:19:19,110 --> 00:19:22,955
But there were no dramatic
steps which were taken?

415
00:19:22,955 --> 00:19:24,330
No, unfortunately
I couldn't say.

416
00:19:24,330 --> 00:19:28,110
We had demonstrations,
we had interventions,

417
00:19:28,110 --> 00:19:31,740
we tried to get the
military to bomb the camps.

418
00:19:31,740 --> 00:19:32,460
Yes.

419
00:19:32,460 --> 00:19:36,870
And I had once, for me,
unforgettable talk with--

420
00:19:36,870 --> 00:19:38,060
McCloy.

421
00:19:38,060 --> 00:19:39,372
No, McCloy.

422
00:19:39,372 --> 00:19:40,440
No, with Dill.

423
00:19:40,440 --> 00:19:44,970
Dill was-- Marshall was the
chief commander of the Allied.

424
00:19:44,970 --> 00:19:48,000
And Dill was the second
one, a non-Englishman.
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425
00:19:48,000 --> 00:19:49,350
He was more than General--

426
00:19:49,350 --> 00:19:52,410
General-- Major General
field marshall, i don't know.

427
00:19:52,410 --> 00:19:56,040
And I saw him for an hour
and a half in Washington.

428
00:19:56,040 --> 00:19:57,975
It was a very painful speech.

429
00:19:57,975 --> 00:20:00,660
A great English gentlemen.

430
00:20:00,660 --> 00:20:01,980
About the bombing of Auschwitz?

431
00:20:01,980 --> 00:20:02,480
Ya.

432
00:20:02,480 --> 00:20:04,920
I said, why don't
you bomb Auschwitz?

433
00:20:04,920 --> 00:20:07,110
Well, he said, they
will kill the people.

434
00:20:07,110 --> 00:20:09,720
I said, are you more
Pope-ish than the pope?

435
00:20:09,720 --> 00:20:11,460
These people want it.

436
00:20:11,460 --> 00:20:13,275
They will be killed anyhow.

437
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00:20:13,275 --> 00:20:15,810
He said, what will it produce?

438
00:20:15,810 --> 00:20:18,765
For two months, three
months, they cannot continue.

439
00:20:18,765 --> 00:20:20,515
They'd have to rebuild
the whole machinery

440
00:20:20,515 --> 00:20:24,510
and so on, well, we need the
bombs for the winning the war.

441
00:20:24,510 --> 00:20:28,260
It's more important for the
Jews than bombing the camps.

442
00:20:28,260 --> 00:20:29,220
You had this --

443
00:20:29,220 --> 00:20:30,270
Yeah.

444
00:20:30,270 --> 00:20:32,220
Yes, it was a full
policy rescue.

445
00:20:32,220 --> 00:20:33,810
[INAUDIBLE]

446
00:20:33,810 --> 00:20:36,390
Maybe we would have
acted more effective

447
00:20:36,390 --> 00:20:39,690
all Jews on
Roosevelt, but we were

448
00:20:39,690 --> 00:20:41,350
very dependent on
this [INAUDIBLE]
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449
00:20:41,350 --> 00:20:43,392
British what's maybe worse.
certainly not better.

450
00:20:43,392 --> 00:20:46,020

451
00:20:46,020 --> 00:20:50,430
For instance, the famous
Brand incident which you know,

452
00:20:50,430 --> 00:20:51,830
British prevented.

453
00:20:51,830 --> 00:20:53,570
If I may say a few
words about it--

454
00:20:53,570 --> 00:20:54,070
Yes.

455
00:20:54,070 --> 00:20:56,230
--was also involved.

456
00:20:56,230 --> 00:21:00,020
As I said, during the war, I
lived by family in New York.

457
00:21:00,020 --> 00:21:02,860
I live four days in New York,
three days in Washington.

458
00:21:02,860 --> 00:21:05,613
I had an office
and an apartment.

459
00:21:05,613 --> 00:21:07,280
A nice apartment which
I gave afterwards

460
00:21:07,280 --> 00:21:12,160
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to the Israeli embassy.

461
00:21:12,160 --> 00:21:12,950
[INAUDIBLE]

462
00:21:12,950 --> 00:21:16,220

463
00:21:16,220 --> 00:21:21,690
Was a nice man, not a
genius, but a correct man.

464
00:21:21,690 --> 00:21:27,060
So one day he telephones me--
could you come over right away?

465
00:21:27,060 --> 00:21:29,216
I took a taxi.

466
00:21:29,216 --> 00:21:31,110
In those days, I had no car.

467
00:21:31,110 --> 00:21:34,460
You couldn't have your
own petrol during the war.

468
00:21:34,460 --> 00:21:38,280
I came to him, he gets
up, and he locks the door.

469
00:21:38,280 --> 00:21:40,920
So I said, do you
want to arrest me?

470
00:21:40,920 --> 00:21:45,660
He says, no, but I give you
the only one a cable to read

471
00:21:45,660 --> 00:21:47,760
if you promise me--

472
00:21:47,760 --> 00:21:49,860
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shake hands-- that
you won't tell it

473
00:21:49,860 --> 00:21:52,590
to anybody before I permit you.

474
00:21:52,590 --> 00:21:55,500
So I said, I can promise
you not to tell anyone

475
00:21:55,500 --> 00:21:57,990
except Stephen Wise.

476
00:21:57,990 --> 00:22:00,690
He said, but Stephen
Wise cannot keep secrets.

477
00:22:00,690 --> 00:22:01,636
One second.

478
00:22:01,636 --> 00:22:04,480

479
00:22:04,480 --> 00:22:10,480
Well, so, he said, Dr. Wise
sometimes doesn't keep secrets.

480
00:22:10,480 --> 00:22:11,980
I said, I guarantee.

481
00:22:11,980 --> 00:22:14,470
All right, he says,
you can consult him.

482
00:22:14,470 --> 00:22:16,690
Then he gave me a
very long cable,

483
00:22:16,690 --> 00:22:21,580
took me ten minutes to
read, about the Brand offer.

484
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00:22:21,580 --> 00:22:26,180
He said, it's very
difficult thing.

485
00:22:26,180 --> 00:22:30,820
Will you go back to your
office, you may invite--

486
00:22:30,820 --> 00:22:32,920
don't talk to him on the phone--

487
00:22:32,920 --> 00:22:35,140
either go to New
York or invite him.

488
00:22:35,140 --> 00:22:37,990
It's strictly secret.

489
00:22:37,990 --> 00:22:42,040
And tell me tomorrow
what's your advice.

490
00:22:42,040 --> 00:22:46,070
So I said, [INAUDIBLE] don't
have to wait till tomorrow.

491
00:22:46,070 --> 00:22:47,730
I don't have to
consult Dr. Wise.

492
00:22:47,730 --> 00:22:49,300
I'll give you my
advice either way.

493
00:22:49,300 --> 00:22:51,055
He says, what is it?

494
00:22:51,055 --> 00:22:51,915
I say, deliver.

495
00:22:51,915 --> 00:22:52,415
Accept.
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496
00:22:52,415 --> 00:22:55,350

497
00:22:55,350 --> 00:22:58,710
He said, well, you are
a bit hasty, doctor.

498
00:22:58,710 --> 00:23:00,550
You know what it
means to give trucks

499
00:23:00,550 --> 00:23:02,340
He says nobody asked for them.

500
00:23:02,340 --> 00:23:04,770
So I said, look at
me [INAUDIBLE]----

501
00:23:04,770 --> 00:23:09,840
trucks are not a thing which you
buy like salt in the grocery.

502
00:23:09,840 --> 00:23:12,660
You agree and they will stop.

503
00:23:12,660 --> 00:23:15,270
Then you say logistics,
you have to produce,

504
00:23:15,270 --> 00:23:17,760
it can drag on weeks and weeks.

505
00:23:17,760 --> 00:23:20,110
If they fail, then they fail.

506
00:23:20,110 --> 00:23:22,510
But in the meantime,
you save them.

507
00:23:22,510 --> 00:23:24,840
It's not a thing where you
can say, go to Woolworths
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508
00:23:24,840 --> 00:23:26,280
and buy it.

509
00:23:26,280 --> 00:23:29,010
The Germans understand.

510
00:23:29,010 --> 00:23:33,240
I must say, he was
inclined to accept it.

511
00:23:33,240 --> 00:23:36,810
I can't say definitely
the American military,

512
00:23:36,810 --> 00:23:39,258
but I'm sure that he
consulted the military.

513
00:23:39,258 --> 00:23:40,800
But the English were
dead against it.

514
00:23:40,800 --> 00:23:42,883
You know, they arrested
him, Brand, this all this.

515
00:23:42,883 --> 00:23:45,330
I know, and there is
a famous word of--

516
00:23:45,330 --> 00:23:47,100
[INTERPOSING VOICES]

517
00:23:47,100 --> 00:23:47,810
--in Egypt.

518
00:23:47,810 --> 00:23:50,250
What will we do with
one million Jews?

519
00:23:50,250 --> 00:23:51,540
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He said, what will we do?

520
00:23:51,540 --> 00:23:53,550
We will transport them.

521
00:23:53,550 --> 00:23:57,060
The Americans, I cannot
say definitively,

522
00:23:57,060 --> 00:23:59,910
because the British
prevented it, vetoed it,

523
00:23:59,910 --> 00:24:03,420
would have gone along.

524
00:24:03,420 --> 00:24:05,850
It's true the Americans
wasn't so involved

525
00:24:05,850 --> 00:24:08,340
in the fight with Arabs
in the Middle East.

526
00:24:08,340 --> 00:24:12,060
I don't see [INAUDIBLE]
better explanation.

527
00:24:12,060 --> 00:24:15,600
Weizmann tried, you know,
with the English church.

528
00:24:15,600 --> 00:24:17,800
The main villains
were the English.

529
00:24:17,800 --> 00:24:18,300
Yes.

530
00:24:18,300 --> 00:24:22,150
And even on the
bombing, I will say
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531
00:24:22,150 --> 00:24:24,760
that, I haven't
talked to Marshall,

532
00:24:24,760 --> 00:24:29,980
because I was told that it's
Dill's jurisdiction, Europe.

533
00:24:29,980 --> 00:24:30,940
I can't even remember--

534
00:24:30,940 --> 00:24:34,150
Marshall I learned to know
later was a great man.

535
00:24:34,150 --> 00:24:38,620
[INAUDIBLE] greatest figures
of the last epoch morally,

536
00:24:38,620 --> 00:24:42,370
and statesmanlike.

537
00:24:42,370 --> 00:24:44,620
So I cannot say that
they were opposed to him.

538
00:24:44,620 --> 00:24:47,590
But I can imagine that he
would have accepted it.

539
00:24:47,590 --> 00:24:50,140
But Dill was absolutely--

540
00:24:50,140 --> 00:24:55,060
and he was in charge of, as
far as Washington is concerned,

541
00:24:55,060 --> 00:24:58,120
what they did in England in
order to get the bombing,

542
00:24:58,120 --> 00:25:00,020
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I don't know the details.

543
00:25:00,020 --> 00:25:01,840
But I'm sure they
work towards it.

544
00:25:01,840 --> 00:25:06,050
Some of the Congress people and
others may know more about it.

545
00:25:06,050 --> 00:25:08,830
But in this respect, I would
say even the English were worse

546
00:25:08,830 --> 00:25:10,090
than the Americans.

547
00:25:10,090 --> 00:25:12,370
And did you meet with Eden?

548
00:25:12,370 --> 00:25:14,940
Not on this.

549
00:25:14,940 --> 00:25:21,136
I didn't come to England
until the winter '43.

550
00:25:21,136 --> 00:25:25,000

551
00:25:25,000 --> 00:25:29,470
Because then, I was sent to
bring about reconciliation

552
00:25:29,470 --> 00:25:32,030
between Ben Gurion and Weizmann
weren't on speaking terms.

553
00:25:32,030 --> 00:25:32,560
That's another story.

554
00:25:32,560 --> 00:25:33,727
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Has nothing to do with this.

555
00:25:33,727 --> 00:25:35,470

556
00:25:35,470 --> 00:25:37,240
But I didn't meet him.

557
00:25:37,240 --> 00:25:40,750
But I'm sure that Silverman,
the people of the Congress,

558
00:25:40,750 --> 00:25:44,335
[INAUDIBLE], may have done--

559
00:25:44,335 --> 00:25:46,370
The man who may
know more about his

560
00:25:46,370 --> 00:25:49,220
is, again, Riegner
or Dr. [? Holt ?]

561
00:25:49,220 --> 00:25:51,650
who heads all the
archives, who comes here,

562
00:25:51,650 --> 00:25:54,710
both of them come here today.

563
00:25:54,710 --> 00:25:56,408
Today they arrive.

564
00:25:56,408 --> 00:25:57,280
In the afternoon.

565
00:25:57,280 --> 00:25:59,950
But you can meet them
in London or Paris.

566
00:25:59,950 --> 00:26:02,740
And what about the
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Bermuda Conference?

567
00:26:02,740 --> 00:26:03,590
You were--

568
00:26:03,590 --> 00:26:05,380
The Ã‰vian.

569
00:26:05,380 --> 00:26:06,088
No, Bermuda.

570
00:26:06,088 --> 00:26:07,630
No, Bermuda I had
nothing to do with.

571
00:26:07,630 --> 00:26:08,620
I wasn't there.

572
00:26:08,620 --> 00:26:09,400
Yes.

573
00:26:09,400 --> 00:26:11,350
And I can't tell you much.

574
00:26:11,350 --> 00:26:13,090
Nor was it very important.

575
00:26:13,090 --> 00:26:14,845
Yes, I know.

576
00:26:14,845 --> 00:26:18,660
Where I was is Ã‰vian conference,
that I can tell you a few

577
00:26:18,660 --> 00:26:19,160
things.

578
00:26:19,160 --> 00:26:20,410
Yes, yes, yes, very important.

579
00:26:20,410 --> 00:26:29,140
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First of all, after
we established the--

580
00:26:29,140 --> 00:26:33,490
when Hitler began really
to persecute Jews,

581
00:26:33,490 --> 00:26:35,380
a conference was
called to London

582
00:26:35,380 --> 00:26:37,900
of all Jewish organizations.

583
00:26:37,900 --> 00:26:39,350
The Zionists, the non-Zionists.

584
00:26:39,350 --> 00:26:40,690
The Congress, the non-Congress.

585
00:26:40,690 --> 00:26:44,640
The Joint was the
American Jewish committee.

586
00:26:44,640 --> 00:26:47,410
[INAUDIBLE] committee
represented by important men.

587
00:26:47,410 --> 00:26:50,290
Admiral Lewis Strauss was
later the High commissioner

588
00:26:50,290 --> 00:26:53,275
of Atomic.

589
00:26:53,275 --> 00:26:56,800
Great anti-Zionist, but--

590
00:26:56,800 --> 00:26:59,680
And in London we
decided, at that time,

591
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00:26:59,680 --> 00:27:03,490
MacDonald was appointed
High Commissioner.

592
00:27:03,490 --> 00:27:06,580
And the committee was
election of three people--

593
00:27:06,580 --> 00:27:11,260
Weizmann Norman
Bentwich and myself.

594
00:27:11,260 --> 00:27:15,850
To act on behalf of the
total Jewry in negotiation

595
00:27:15,850 --> 00:27:17,625
with the High Commissioner.

596
00:27:17,625 --> 00:27:20,360

597
00:27:20,360 --> 00:27:23,990
So Weizmann, and I went to--

598
00:27:23,990 --> 00:27:27,980
Bentwich couldn't
leave-- went to Geneva.

599
00:27:27,980 --> 00:27:33,710
And MacDonald was a
very sympathetic man,

600
00:27:33,710 --> 00:27:37,720
the first ambassador to Israel.

601
00:27:37,720 --> 00:27:42,790
A bit naive, like many
American diplomats.

602
00:27:42,790 --> 00:27:46,040
Weizmann and I had a
first talk with him.
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603
00:27:46,040 --> 00:27:50,050
Oh, he said, in a year, I'll
solve the whole problem.

604
00:27:50,050 --> 00:27:52,070
At that time, it was
only German Jews.

605
00:27:52,070 --> 00:27:53,780
It wasn't yet a war.

606
00:27:53,780 --> 00:28:00,650
He said, 700,000 Jews, half of
them we'll take to Palestine--

607
00:28:00,650 --> 00:28:03,110
I'll get the British to do it.

608
00:28:03,110 --> 00:28:05,240
Half of them to America.

609
00:28:05,240 --> 00:28:06,980
A few to other countries.

610
00:28:06,980 --> 00:28:08,870
The matter is settled.

611
00:28:08,870 --> 00:28:10,110
When I left him--

612
00:28:10,110 --> 00:28:11,870
I don't want too many jokes--

613
00:28:11,870 --> 00:28:14,600
I said to Weizmann, you
remember at that time

614
00:28:14,600 --> 00:28:17,990
there was a very
famous film, Sonny Boy.
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615
00:28:17,990 --> 00:28:20,840
So I said Mr. MacDonald
is a Sonny Goy,

616
00:28:20,840 --> 00:28:23,290
and for years he
was called this way.

617
00:28:23,290 --> 00:28:25,190
Everything's
wonderful, optimistic.

618
00:28:25,190 --> 00:28:27,100
Later on, he was
very disappointed

619
00:28:27,100 --> 00:28:32,540
and wrote his famous
letter of resignation,

620
00:28:32,540 --> 00:28:36,390
because he was so disappointed
that nobody did anything.

621
00:28:36,390 --> 00:28:38,620
I was a member of his committee.

622
00:28:38,620 --> 00:28:42,800
He started an advisory council.

623
00:28:42,800 --> 00:28:46,040
And there are two, because
it's characteristic of what

624
00:28:46,040 --> 00:28:48,170
he spoke before.

625
00:28:48,170 --> 00:28:52,010
He wanted to invite
me right away.

626
00:28:52,010 --> 00:28:55,460
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There were all great Jewish
and non-Jewish organizations

627
00:28:55,460 --> 00:28:57,406
and many Catholic Protestants.

628
00:28:57,406 --> 00:29:00,710
The Joint were dead against
it, American committee.

629
00:29:00,710 --> 00:29:03,080
Goldmann is an extreme
Zionist, and he's

630
00:29:03,080 --> 00:29:05,390
too extreme in
[? all these things. ?]

631
00:29:05,390 --> 00:29:10,130
And they vetoed it, so to speak,
until MacDonald telephoned

632
00:29:10,130 --> 00:29:13,640
Felix [Personal
name] personally,

633
00:29:13,640 --> 00:29:18,170
and he got Felix [Personal
name] to give instruction

634
00:29:18,170 --> 00:29:20,470
not to object to it.

635
00:29:20,470 --> 00:29:24,730
Later on, we became
great friends and so on.

636
00:29:24,730 --> 00:29:26,740
Now, then came the
Ã‰vian conference,

637
00:29:26,740 --> 00:29:32,350
and this same group elected
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the Jewish delegation.

638
00:29:32,350 --> 00:29:35,280
The leader, so to
speak-- chairman--

639
00:29:35,280 --> 00:29:39,470
was Golda Meir and myself.

640
00:29:39,470 --> 00:29:42,050
And there were about 15 Jews.

641
00:29:42,050 --> 00:29:45,140
One of the saddest
experience of my life.

642
00:29:45,140 --> 00:29:47,675

643
00:29:47,675 --> 00:29:49,850
Different Jews of
several organizations?

644
00:29:49,850 --> 00:29:52,790
Mm, Joint Committee.

645
00:29:52,790 --> 00:29:55,420
But the spokesman,
it is supposed

646
00:29:55,420 --> 00:29:58,980
to be Golda and I,
maybe others too.

647
00:29:58,980 --> 00:30:01,940
It was a terrible conference.

648
00:30:01,940 --> 00:30:06,650
You see, even in the advisory
council and the high commission

649
00:30:06,650 --> 00:30:08,900
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of MacDonald, there
was a committee

650
00:30:08,900 --> 00:30:10,495
of the government
and the advisory

651
00:30:10,495 --> 00:30:12,980
[INAUDIBLE] organization.

652
00:30:12,980 --> 00:30:16,970
Every meeting had
the same procedure.

653
00:30:16,970 --> 00:30:20,780
And we came up with
an idea or MacDonald--

654
00:30:20,780 --> 00:30:22,235
1,000 to Ecuador.

655
00:30:22,235 --> 00:30:24,700
I'll give an example.

656
00:30:24,700 --> 00:30:27,780
So the representative
stood up and said,

657
00:30:27,780 --> 00:30:31,590
we have a terrible drought
this year, bad harvest,

658
00:30:31,590 --> 00:30:34,150
impossible to take anyone.

659
00:30:34,150 --> 00:30:38,010
Another one, We have a
terrible currency situation.

660
00:30:38,010 --> 00:30:42,060
Everybody had a reason
not to take in one Jew.
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661
00:30:42,060 --> 00:30:45,540
I said to MacDonald, the only
gain I have from the meetings

662
00:30:45,540 --> 00:30:46,990
is I learned geography.

663
00:30:46,990 --> 00:30:49,230
I learned a lot of
economic, climatic,

664
00:30:49,230 --> 00:30:51,770
and it wasn't all
excuses, not only.

665
00:30:51,770 --> 00:30:59,172
But in the end of it was,
and I mentioned it often,

666
00:30:59,172 --> 00:31:05,540
they finally decided to dissolve
the committee and resign.

667
00:31:05,540 --> 00:31:09,080
And the last act was great
pressure on the Jewish agency

668
00:31:09,080 --> 00:31:11,730
to give more
certificates of the quota

669
00:31:11,730 --> 00:31:13,530
to German Jewish refugees.

670
00:31:13,530 --> 00:31:17,330
Yes, but even the Americans--
the American delegation--

671
00:31:17,330 --> 00:31:19,460
behaved very badly in the --

672
00:31:19,460 --> 00:31:20,120
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Very?

673
00:31:20,120 --> 00:31:20,810
Badly.

674
00:31:20,810 --> 00:31:22,925
All of them, all of them.

675
00:31:22,925 --> 00:31:24,680
[INAUDIBLE] nothing doing.

676
00:31:24,680 --> 00:31:25,530
[INTERPOSING VOICES]

677
00:31:25,530 --> 00:31:27,500
The British sent
the terrible man

678
00:31:27,500 --> 00:31:32,870
Lord Winterton, an anti-Zionist,
who rejected every possibility

679
00:31:32,870 --> 00:31:35,060
to take more into Palestine.

680
00:31:35,060 --> 00:31:37,760
And every government
had its own reason

681
00:31:37,760 --> 00:31:39,800
why they can't do anything.

682
00:31:39,800 --> 00:31:42,370
But they treated even the
Jewish delegation terribly.

683
00:31:42,370 --> 00:31:45,950
They didn't allow them really
to appear before the conference.

684
00:31:45,950 --> 00:31:48,640
They named a kind of
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subcommittee of [INAUDIBLE]----

685
00:31:48,640 --> 00:31:51,270
Because the Jews were not
full members of the committee?

686
00:31:51,270 --> 00:31:53,460
No, no, no.

687
00:31:53,460 --> 00:31:55,520
We were just like beggars.

688
00:31:55,520 --> 00:31:58,010
They didn't pronounce
the word Jews.

689
00:31:58,010 --> 00:31:59,900
It was a conference
for refugees.

690
00:31:59,900 --> 00:32:01,140
Refugees, naturally.

691
00:32:01,140 --> 00:32:02,870
That was understood mostly.

692
00:32:02,870 --> 00:32:06,440
Well, there were a few
political refugees, too.

693
00:32:06,440 --> 00:32:10,040
And they named finally,
a small committee-- well,

694
00:32:10,040 --> 00:32:11,050
I don't remember.

695
00:32:11,050 --> 00:32:15,230
I appeared, Golda maybe a few
others, it was meaningless.

696
00:32:15,230 --> 00:32:20,210
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And we left the conference,
this showed the whole weakness

697
00:32:20,210 --> 00:32:24,020
and the shameful behavior
of the other democracies

698
00:32:24,020 --> 00:32:26,810
after the Shoah,
after the Holocaust.

699
00:32:26,810 --> 00:32:28,910
Yes.

700
00:32:28,910 --> 00:32:33,030
I remember just-- not a joke--

701
00:32:33,030 --> 00:32:36,990
I got [INAUDIBLE] a
letter from a German Jew.

702
00:32:36,990 --> 00:32:40,830
German Jew, he says
dear Dr. Goldmann,

703
00:32:40,830 --> 00:32:45,750
I'm sure you won't achieve
anything with the governments.

704
00:32:45,750 --> 00:32:48,270
But maybe we can
achieve something.

705
00:32:48,270 --> 00:32:50,670
There are 20
governments, how many--

706
00:32:50,670 --> 00:32:52,720
all great international
organizations.

707
00:32:52,720 --> 00:32:56,970
Maybe you can one have one
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positive result to get for me

708
00:32:56,970 --> 00:32:57,945
a visa to Argentina.

709
00:32:57,945 --> 00:32:59,880
[CHUCKLES]

710
00:32:59,880 --> 00:33:02,270
And it was a tragic joke.

711
00:33:02,270 --> 00:33:06,920
Even this was very
difficult. No, this was--

712
00:33:06,920 --> 00:33:12,150
No, but this is the reason
why, because when you say that

713
00:33:12,150 --> 00:33:14,760
the Jews could have
done something,

714
00:33:14,760 --> 00:33:18,720
could have fight much
more, Ã‰vian is a proof

715
00:33:18,720 --> 00:33:21,520
of the contrary in a way.

716
00:33:21,520 --> 00:33:25,240
Well, on bringing Jews
to these countries--

717
00:33:25,240 --> 00:33:27,390
Pardon.

718
00:33:27,390 --> 00:33:31,470
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