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Abstract: The Julius Kiihl collection consists of photocopies of documents relating to the life and career
of Dr. Julius Kihl, a diplomat employed at the Polish embassy in Bern during the War and, his assistance
to hundreds of Jews fleeing Nazi tyranny. Records include general correspondence, telegrams, articles
and clippings, reports and pamphlets, miscellaneous reports, Professor Penkower’s interview with Dr.
Reuben Hecht, a Treblinka report, and Dr. Kiihl’s autobiographical report.
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Custodial history: Julius Kiihl donated his photocopied collection to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum shortly after the United States Holocaust Memorial Council opened its offices in
1980. Council staff transferred the collection to Robert Wolfe at the National Archives and Records
Administration for safekeeping until the Council was able to properly store the papers. Mr. Wolfe
returned the collection to the Council shortly before the Museum opened in 1993. The location of the
original papers is unknown.

Processing History: Revised, Julie Schweitzer, July 2019

Biographical note

Dr. Julius Kiihl (Juliusz, Yehiel, 1913-1985) was born in Sanok, Poland (Galicia at the time). He moved to
Switzerland and studied economics and the University of Zurich. At the outbreak of World War Il he
received a position at the Polish legation, which remained loyal to the Polish government-in-exile and
was supervised by Aleksander tados. Kiihl was charged with aiding Polish soldiers in Swiss internment
camps and Polish refugees from German-occupied countries, most of whom were Jewish or of Jewish
descent. Kiihl, Stefan Ryniewicz, and Konstanty Rokicki supervised an illegal market of Latin American
passports used by Jewish refugees to claim neutrality and exemption from deportations. The group
became known as the “Bernese Group” or “tados Group.” Kihl saved hundreds of Jews by aiding them
in obtaining passports and visas, aiding their passage into Switzerland, and working with Jewish
organizations and prominent rescuers, including Isaak and Recha Sternburch. After the war, he received
letters of praise from Jewish organizations, the British embassy, and the American military. He left the
foreign service following the communist takeover in Poland, moved to the United States in the late
1940s, and then relocated to Canada where he ran a successful construction company. In 1980 he
moved to Miami. He and his wife Yvonne Weill had four children.

Scope and content of collection

The Julius Kihl collection consists of photocopies of documents relating to the life and career of Dr.
Julius Kihl, a diplomat employed at the Polish embassy in Bern during the War and, his assistance to
hundreds of Jews fleeing Nazi tyranny. Records include general correspondence, telegrams, articles and
clippings, reports and pamphlets, miscellaneous reports, Professor Penkower’s interview with Dr.
Reuben Hecht, a Treblinka report, and Dr. Kiihl’s autobiographical report.

General correspondence relates principally to Julius Kiihl's wartime service at the Polish embassy in
Bern, and his efforts in cooperation with Jewish and other refugee organizations on behalf of refugees
and internees in wartime Europe. A small amount of correspondence is from the postwar era. The
material includes, but is not limited to, information about efforts to rescue Jews from Poland, Hungary,
and Romania; attempts to send medical equipment and clothing to occupied Poland; work aimed at
locating the whereabouts of refugee relatives in occupied France; and assistance to Jewish internees in
Switzerland. The collection contains correspondence with or about prominent rescuers such as Saly
Mayer, the Sternbuch family, and Raoul Wallenberg.

Telegrams from Kiihl's work at the Polish embassy in Bern relate to his role in assisting refugees and
internees. The wartime cables document his work with Jewish and other organizations concerned with
refugee affairs. The subjects of the cables include, but are not limited to, urgent pleas for immigration
permits and passports, decisions of governments on entry permits for Jews, information about the
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deportation of notable citizens, attempts to finance the education of refugee children, and the hiding of
children in gentile homes. Most of the postwar cables concern the whereabouts of Jews who were
released from liberated camps.

Articles and clippings from Swiss, Jewish, and international newspapers and magazines relate to Jewish
affairs in Europe and Palestine (later Israel). The topics of the articles include, but are not limited to,
living conditions of Jewry before and during World War Il, the history of the Jews in France, the
treatment of Jews in Germany and Poland, wartime anti-Semitism in Switzerland, the Nuremberg trials,
and Kiihl's embassy work in Bern.

Printed and typed reports and pamphlets collected by Kiihl document refugee organizations, Jewish
issues, the Holocaust, and emigration to Palestine. The prewar material pertains to the persecution of
Jews in the USSR, Jewish emigration to Palestine, and a legal case concerning the forgery of the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion in Bern, Switzerland. Reports and pamphlets from the war include
detailed descriptions of Jewish life in Poland, Romania, and Hungary; the Jewish resistance in France;
the life of internees in camps; the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising; Auschwitz; and Jewish rescue efforts. The
postwar documents contain information about refugee aid and displaced persons.

Miscellaneous reports primarily relate to the fate of Polish Jews. The collection includes information
about the judgment on the regulation of private property in Poland, Jewish property in Poland, the
General Government, diplomatic passports, Nazi arrest-warrants, visitor permits for the camps, relief
organizations, Jewish transports, child refugees, Hungarian Jews in Auschwitz, the fate of Dutch and
French Jews, Jewish publications from Palestine, restitution, and the Swiss-Israelite Association.

Professor Penkower’s interview with Dr. Reuben Hecht relates to Reuben Hecht's work for the New
Zionist Organization, Vaad Hatzalah, and Irgun Berit Zion to rescue Jews and assist them with emigration
to Palestine. The interview provides details on talks with Vaad Hatzalah, the Catholic church, and Sam
Woodson, a U.S. intelligence agent.

The Treblinka report is by Jankiel Wiernitz, a former prisoner who worked as a craftsman in Treblinka. In
the report, Wiernitz describes living conditions and the murder of Jews and Roma and Sinti, the
treatment of inmates by Germans and Ukrainians, everyday life, John Demjanjuk, the rape of Jewish
women, and the preparations of the camp uprising that led to Wiernitz's escape.

Dr. KiihI's autobiographical report describes his life, including details about his birth, his family in Galicia,
his years of studies in Switzerland, his service with the Polish legation in Bern, his mother's deportation
to and rescue from Siberia, the rescue efforts of prominent individuals including the Sternbuchs and
Papal Nuncio Bernadini, and his emigration to Canada after the war.

System of arrangement
The Julius Kihl collection is arranged in eight series:

Series 1: General correspondence, 1937-1982
Series 2: Telegrams, 1941-1962

Series 3: Articles and clippings, 1933-1982
Series 4: Reports and pamphlets, 1931-1979
Series 5: Miscellaneous reports, 1929-1979
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Series 6: Interview with Dr. Reuben Hecht by Professor Penkower, 1982

Series 7: Treblinka report, undated
Series 8: Dr. Kiihl’s autobiographical report, undated

Indexing terms
Personal Names

Kahl, Julius, 1913-1985.

Topical Terms

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)

World War, 1939-1945--Jews--Rescue--Switzerland.
Refugees, Jewish--Switzerland.

Refugee camps--Switzerland.

Geographic Names
Switzerland.

Genre
Photocopies.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: General correspondence, 1937-1982

Box/Folder | Title RG reference
1.1 1937 27.001*01*01
1.2 1939 27.001*01*02
1.3 1940 27.001*01*03
14 1941 27.001*01*04
1.5 1942 27.001*01*05
1.6 1943 27.001*01*06
1.7 1944 27.001*01*07
1.8 1945 27.001*01*08
1.9 1946-1950 27.001*01*09
1.10 1956-1957, 1960, 1974, 1978-1979, 1982 27.001*01*10
1.11 Undated letters and letter fragments 27.001*01*11

Series 2: Telegrams, 1941-1962

Box/Folder | Title

RG reference

1.12 1941-1942

27.001*02*01

1.13 Jan-Nov 1944

27.001*02*02

1.14 Dec 1944

27.001*02*03

1.15 Jan 1945

27.001*02*04
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1.16 Feb 1945 27.001*02*05
1.17 Mar 1945 27.001*02*06
1.18 Apr 1945 27.001*02*07
1.19 May 1945 27.001*02*08
1.20 Jun-Jul 1945 27.001*02*09
1.21 Dec 1945 27.001*02*10
1.22 1946 and 1962 27.001*02*11
1.23 undated telegrams 27.001*02*12

Series 3: Articles and clippings, 1933-1982

Box/Folder | Title RG reference
2.1 Sep and Oct 1944 issues of Renaissance 27.001*03*01
2.2 "Das Judische Volk und Paléstina" by Chaim Weizman, 1937 27.001*03*02
2.3 Feb 1938 issues of Israelitisches Wochenbaltt 27.001*03*03
2.4 "Die Schande der Schwek" by H. K. Sonderegger 27.001*03*04
2.5 "Les Juifs en France" 27.001*03*05
2.6 "Je Vous Hais" 27.001*03*06
2.7 Jiidisches Welt-Rundschau, 19 Feb 1940 27.001*03*07
2.8 "The Polish Government and the Jewish Problem" Mar 1941 27.001*03*08
2.9 Aug 1942 issues of Die Nation 27.001*03*09
2.10 "An die Presse" by Hans Schwarz Koniz 27.001*03*10
2.11 Nov and Dec issues of Jiidisches Nachrichtenblatt 27.001*03*11
2.12 Servir 16 Feb 1945 27.001*03*12

2.13 Medina Iwrit 19 Jun 1945 27.001*03*13
2.14 "Sie und Er" (no date) 27.001*03*14
2.15 "Freedom for Sale" 27.001*03*15
2.16 Information on Vaad Hatzala 27.001*03*16
2.17 Das Neue Israel 25 Aug 1948 27.001*03*17
2.18 Jewish Observer and Middle East Review 22 Jul 1955 27.001*03*18
2.19 Schweizer lllustrierte 07 May 1979 27.001*03*19
2.20 Miscellaneous Holocaust-related articles with introduction by Julius 27.001*03*20
Kahl
2.21 "Das Unsterbliche Polen" 27.001*03*21
2.22 Resistance (undated issue) 27.001*03*22
2.23 Jewish Life Sep - Oct 1964 27.001*03*23
2.24 Britische Presse - Kommentare 17 May 1945 27.001*03*24

Series 4: Reports and pamphlets, 1931-1979

Jun 1931

Box/Folder | Title RG reference
3.1 “An den XVII. Zionistenkongress" 1931 27.001*04*01
3.2 "A Program for the Acceleration of the Absorptive Capacity of Palestine" | 27.004*04*02
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33 "Ce Que Valent: Les Serments de Hitler" Jan 1940 27.004*04*03
3.4 "Palastina 1941: Ein Konstruktives Programm, Entwicklung Nicht 27.004*04*04
Stillstand"
3.5 "Schweiz. Hilfsverein fir Jad. Flichtlinge im Ausland"” 27.004*04*05
3.6 "The Persecution of the Jews in Nazi Sovakia: Reports and Documents" 27.004*04*06
1942
3.7 "Dringender Appell" 27.004*04*07
3.8 "La Persecution des Juifs" 27.004*04*08
3.9 "Jetzt Erst Recht!" 27.004*04*09
3.10 "Remember the Warsaw Ghetto" 27.004*04*10
3.11 "The Camp of Death" 27.004*04*11
3.12 "Rapport succint sur les événements survenus en Belgique concernant 27.004*04*12
les juifs durant I'occupation. pour le Dr. Kuhl"
3.13 "Son Action et Ses Buts" 27.004*04*13
3.14 "Life and Death in the Warsaw Ghetto" 27.004*04*14
3.15 "Attempts at Rescuing European Jews with the Help of Polish 27.004*04*15
Diplomatic Missions During World War Il: PartIl" 1979
3.16 "Die Assimilation" 27.004*04*16
3.17 "Kenessio Gedaulo" 27.004*04*17
3.18 "Die Tragik des Misrachi" 27.004*04*18
3.19 "La Persécution des Juifs en Belgique Sous L'occupation Allemande de 27.004*04*19
1940 a 1944" by H. Singer
3.20 "5 Mois des Persécutions Anti-Juives" 27.004*04*20
3.21 "Stenographisches Protokoll der verhandlungen vom 29, 30, 31 October | 27.004*04*21
1934..."
3.22 "Der Berner Prozess... Protokolle der Weisen von Zion" bulletin 27.004*04%*22
numbers 1-12, 14-18, 20-23
3.23 "Briefe eines internierten Soldaten and die Frau," 1939 27.004*04%*23
3.24 "La Décade Polonaise: Information sur la Pologne," bulletin numbers 5, 27.004*04*24
14
3.25 Reports on Jews of Europe and Jewish Resistance, June-Sept 1944 27.004*04%*25
3.26 Rapport Confidentiel sur les Evénements... Haute Vienne [1942 ?] 27.004*04*26
3.27 Declaration of the Council of the French Rabbi Association, 1941 27.004*04%*27
3.28 Report on anti-Jewish measures, 1942 27.004*04%*28
3.29 Reports on the deportation of children, [19427] 27.004*04*29
3.30 Report on the treatment of some South Americans 27.004*04*30
3.31 Report on the situation of Polish Jews in France, 1944 27.004*04*31
3.32 Repatriation of Polish Jewish refugees in Switzerland and France, 1944 27.004*04*32
3.33 General report on the attack of August 1944, 1944 27.004*04*33
3.34 Report on German committed atrocities, 1944 27.004*04*34
3.35 Report on Jewish resistance by the Comité de Défense des Juifs 27.004*04*35
3.36 Reports of the Service d’Evacuation et de Regroupement... Juives, 1944 | 27.004*04*36
3.37 Report on Passover activities arranged for the Jewish/Polish detainees 27.004*04%*37
in Burgdorf, Switzerland, 1942
3.38 Call to demonstration for the Mouvement de la Jeunesse Sioniste 27.004*04*38
3.39 List of the dead of the camp of Nexon and the department of Dordogne | 27.004*04*39

https://collections.ushmm.org




https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

3.40 Report on various Jewish support organizations in France 27.004*04*40
3.41 "Un ancien communiste a le plaisir de t'annoncer..." 27.004*04*41
3.42 List of members of various Jewish support organizations 27.004*04*42
3.43 Declaration of Hans Koenigsfeld, 1944 27.004*04*43
3.44 Key to cipher 27.004*04*44
3.45 Membership form for I’'Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et I'Entr’aide 27.004*04*45
3.46 Flyer for the Union de la Resistance Juive 27.004*04*46
3.47 "’enfer de Rawa-Ruska : Le camp de la mort" 27.004*04*47
3.48 Report on deportations from various French camps 27.004*04*48
3.49 Report on German concentration camps and prisons in Poland 27.004*04*49
3.50 Report on Jews held in Vittel, France and their attempts to relocate to 27.004*04*50
South America
3.51 "La Vérité sur les Juifs" by H. Singer 27.004*04*51
3.52 "Tous les Juifs Dehors" by Tymon Terlecki, 1943 27.004*04*52
3.53 Report on Belgian Jews by Dr. Julius Kiihl, 1944 27.004*04*53
3.54 Report on Auschwitz 27.004*04*54
3.55 Translation into French of "The Battle of the Ghetto" by EIma 27.004*04*55
Dangerfield
3.56 Call to Action for le Comité Général de Défense de Juifs de France, 1944 | 27.004*04*56
3.57 Report of Commission of post-War Problems of the Organization of 27.004*04*57
Swiss Jews, 1943
3.58 Report of Organization of Swiss Jews on post-war concerns 27.004*04*58
3.59 Treatises of E.B. Sadinsky of the Central Committee of the Organization | 27.004*04*59
of Swiss Jews, 1943
4.1 Program of Passover activities in Burgdorf, Switzerland, 1942 27.004*04*60
4.2 Report on Kolomyja, Poland and its ghetto, 1942 27.004*04*61
4.3 Conditions of the ghetto of Kolomyja, Poland, 1942 27.004*04*62
4.4 Report on Wartime Immigration to Palestine, 1941 27.004*04*63
4.5 Report on forced labor camps for refugees in Switzerland 27.004*04*64

Series 5: Miscellaneous reports, 1929-1979

Box/Folder | Title RG reference
4.6 Judisches Nachrichtenblatt Zidovské Listy, 1942 27.001*05*01
4.7 “Ich mochte Sie heute nicht langen...” 27.001*05*02
4.8 Bericht des Herrn Moses Szapiro 27.001*05*03
4.9 Auszug aus dem Bericht (iber meine letzte Reise nach Frankreich 27.001*05*04
4.10 Report on Romanian Jews during German occupation 27.001*05*05
4.11 Atrocities in Sniatyn 27.001*05*06
4.12 Union orthodox of Rabbis of the USA and Canada 27.001*05*07
4.13 Warum schweigen sie? 27.001*05*08
4.14 Secret embassy report about atrocities 27.001*05*09
4.15 Dr. Hans Klee: Bericht zu den Fragen der Personen-Verschollenheit 27.001*05*10
4.16 Nachkriegskiommission des Schweiz, Israel, Gemeindebundes 27.001*05*11
4.17 Richtlinien der gegenwartigen Agudahpolitik 27.001*05*12
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4.18 Die internationale Bekampfung des Anitsemitismus, 1943 27.001*05*13
4.19 Letter about Schlichim asking for help, 1943 27.001*05*14
4.20 Geschlichtliche Ubersicht der Entwicklung der Lage der ungarischen 27.001*05*15
Judenheiten besondere seit 19. Marz 1944
4.21 Aktennotiz betr. Inerpellation Bircher/Maag am 21.9.44 27.001*05*16
4.22 Betrift Evakuation von Juden aus Rumanien 27.001*05*17
4,23 Aktennotiz betr. Konferenz m/ Dr. Rothmund vom 23.9.44 27.001*05*18
4.24 Report on fate of Jews in Hungary 27.001*05*19
4.25 Kursen Bericht tber die Tatigkeit der JUS vom 12.V. bis zum 31.VIl.1943 | 27.001*05*20
4.26 Union Orthodox Rabbis of USA 27.001*05*21
4.27 Hilel Storch Report from visit to Foreign Minister Carl Blix June 8, 1979 27.001*05%*22
4.28 Altersstatistik. Transport., 1942 27.001*05%*23
4.29 Vaad Hahatzala account information, 1945 27.001*05*24
4.30 Elias van Kleef, 1944 27.001*05%*25
4.31 Habib Eskenazi, 1944 27.001*05*26
4.32 Umnebelte Geister and Die Uberrasse 27.001*05%*27
433 Eine Veranstaltung fir Polnische Vertreter in Tel-Aviv 27.001*05*28
4.34 Satirical play program about the Third Reich 27.001*05*29
4.35 Report about battle at Tobruk 27.001*05*30
4.36 L’Ami de la collaboration 27.001*05*31
4.37 Polen, Generalgouvernement, Lokale Anordnungen, 1939 27.001*05*32
438 Polen, Generalgouvernement, Allgemeine Anordnungen, 1939-1940 27.001*05*33
4.39 Documentation liber die antijlidische Gesetzbebung in dem deutschen 27.001*05*34
okkupationsgebeit Polens, 1939
4.40 Polen von Deutschland Annektierte Gebiete, 1939-1940 27.001*05*35
4.41 Polnisches Handelsgesetzbuch vom 27. Juni 1934 27.001*05*36
4.42 Comments on Polish trade and commerce laws, 1929 27.001*05*37
4.43 Statistics on Jews in Belgium, Switzerland, and France, 1943 27.001*05*38
4.44 Mechelen Verpflichtungserklarung, 1943 27.001*05*39
4.45 Bern 1942 Bewilligung zum Lagerbesuch, 1942 27.001*05*40
4.46 Bank letter to Julius Kiihl, 1945 27.001*05*41
4.47 Sicherheitsbefehl, 1941 27.001*05*42
4.48 Schweizerisches Hilfswerk Vollmacht for Kiihl, 1940 27.001*05*43
4.49 Hilfsaktion Rechenschaftsbericht 1941 27.001*05*44
4.50 Bank receipts of polish Legation in Bern, 1943-1944 27.001*05*45
4.51 Request to visit refugee workers1943 27.001*05*46
4,52 Statistics about Jews before 1943, 1943 27.001*05*47
4.53 Mechelen Ubernahmebescheinigung-Lebensmittel, 1942 27.001*05*48
454 Mechelen Berufstatistik, 1942 27.001*05*49
4,55 Betrift Unterstiitzung der Polnischen Studenten in der Schweiz, 1942 27.001*05*50
4.56 JUS Tatigkeitsbericht, 1944 27.001*05*51
4.57 Report of the Bund Jewish Workers Party 27.001*05*52
4.58 Die Stellung des Arbeiters im Jiidischen Staate 27.001*05*53
4,59 Judisches Kinds vom Rudolf Leonhart, 1935 27.001*05*54
4.60 Polish eyewitness report about daily life in Auschwitz, 1942 27.001*05*55
4.61 Address by Free Poland 27.001*05*56
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4.62 Geschichtliche Ubersicht der Entwicklung der Lage der ungarischen 27.001*05*57
Judenheit besonders seit 19. Marz 1944
4.63 Alle Juden Raus! 27.001*05*58
4.64 Aus der Agudas Jisroel, by Kihl 27.001*05*59
4.65 Bern newspaper reports by Kihl 27.001*05*60
4.66 Report about the conditions of refugees in labor camps 27.001*05*61
4.67 Rapport lGiber die Reise nach Frankreich und Belgien im 27.001*05*62
Oktober/November 1944

5.1 Photographs and images 27.001*05*63
5.2 Blank identity card 27.001*05*64
5.3 Haavaramark information 27.001*05*65
5.4 Names/addresses, circa 1942 27.001*05*66
5.5 Illegible copies, including list from Gurs, circa 1944 27.001*05*67
5..6 Miscellaneous, Association Belge pour I'Emigration des Réfugiés 27.001*05*68
5.7 Passport, Julius Kihl, circa 1948 27.001*05*69
5.8 Travel papers, Julius Kihl, 1942-1944 27.001*05*70
5.9-5.10 | Clippings, circa 1943-1979 (2 folders) 27.001*05*71
5.11-5.13 | Duplicates (3 folders) 27.001*05*72
6.1-6.4 Hebrew (4 folders) 27.001*05*73
6.5-6.8 Yiddish (4 folders) 27.001*05*74
6.9 Italian 27.001*05*75
6.10 Dutch 27.001*05*76
6.11 Danish 27.001*05*77
6.12-6.20 | Polish (9 folders) 27.001*05*78

Series 6: Interview with Dr. Reuben Hecht by Professor Penkower, 1982

Box/Folder

Title

RG reference

6.21

Interview with Dr. Reuben Hecht by Professor Penkower, 1982

RG-27.001*06

Series 7: Treblinka report, undated

Box/Folder

Title

RG reference

6.22

Treblinka report, undated

RG-27.001*07

Series 8: Dr. Kiihl’s autobiographical report, undated

Box/Folder

Title

RG reference

6.23

Dr. Kihl’s autobiographical report, undated

RG-27.001*08
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