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Descriptive summary

Title: Jorek Blocher papers

Dates: approximately 1945-1963
Accession number: 1988.92.3
Creators: Blocher, Jorek, 1913-1996
Extent: 0.2 linear foot (2 folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126.

Abstract: The Jorek Blocher papers include Blocher’s personal narrative about the Holocaust and a
newspaper clipping about his narrative. The personal narrative is handwritten in Yiddish and
describes Blocher’s wartime experiences in his hometown in Michaliszki, Poland (now
Michaliski, Belarus) and being hidden by the Dgbrowski family in an isolated cottage near Vilna.
The newspaper clipping is a 1963 article in Yiddish by Y. Schmulowits from the Forward and
describes Blocher’s life and his personal narrative.

Language: Yiddish

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Jorek Blocher papers (1988.92.3) United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: Jorek Blocher donated the Jorek Blocher papers to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in 1988.
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Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, February 2018

Biographical note

Jorek Blocher (1913-1996) was born in 1903 in Michaliszki, Poland (now Michaliski, Belarus) to Casper
and Esther (Kornetsky) Blocher. During the Holocaust he was sheltered and fed for nine months by
Konstantyn and Elena Dabrowski and their five children who lived in an isolated cottage near Wilno,
Poland (now Vilnius, Lithuania). The Dgbrowski family had previously sheltered the Szapiro and Bilic
families from Podbrodziany. Jorek had to leave when local peasants began suspecting that the
Dabrowskis were hiding Jews, and he wandered from place to place until the area was liberated by the
Red Army. Jorek and wife Ruth (Bolber) Blocher (1925-2004, born in Wilno to Yeruchim and Ita Bolber)
immigrated to the United States after the war and lived in Southington, CT, where Jorek was a successful
self-employed real estate and investment businessman. On May 4, 1994, Yad Vashem recognized
Konstantyn Dgbrowski and Elena Dgbrowska as Righteous Among the Nations.

Scope and content of collection

The Jorek Blocher papers include Blocher’s personal narrative and a newspaper clipping about the
narrative. The personal narrative is handwritten in Yiddish and describes Blocher’s wartime experiences
in his hometown in Michaliszki, Poland (now Michaliski, Belarus) and being hidden by the Dgbrowski
family in an isolated cottage near Wilno, Poland (now Vilnius, Lithuania). The diary includes four
photographs of Jorek Blocher, Konstantyn and Elena Dgbrowski, and the Szapiro and Zilber families. The
newspaper clipping is a 1963 article in Yiddish by Y. Schmulowits from the Forward and describes
Blocher’s life and his personal narrative.

System of arrangement
The Jorek Blocher papers are arranged as two folders: 1. Personal narrative, approximately 1945-1963,
2. Newspaper clipping, 1963
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