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Abstract: The Renée Fodor Schwarz writings consist of essays and poems by Schwarz in which she
remembers and reflects on her childhood in Poland, her confinement in the Krakow ghetto and
at Auschwitz, and her new life in Israel and the United States. Most of this material has been

published in her books Renée, Covenant of the Rainbow, and Symphony of the Heart.

Languages: English

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Renée Fodor Schwarz writings, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Renée Fodor Schwarz donated the Renée Fodor Schwarz writings to the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1991, 1992, and 1993. Accessions formerly cataloged as
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1992.A.0002, 1992.A.0047, 1992.A.0061, and 1993.A.0045 have been incorporated into this
collection.

Related materials: The Museum’s Library holds copies of Renée Fodor Schwarz’s books Renée,
Symphony of the Heart, and Covenant of the Rainbow. An oral history interview conducted with
Renée Fodor Schwarz on April 5, 1995 that forms part of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute
Visual History Archive can be viewed onsite at the Museum.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, December 2015

Biographical note

Renée Fodor Schwarz (1918-2000) was born Ryfka Issler in Zaséw, Poland, not far from Krakow. She was
the second youngest of ten children and lost both of her parents before her fifth birthday. She attended
Hebrew Gymnasium and Jagiellonian University in Krakow but was not accepted into medical school
because she was Jewish. She survived the Krakow ghetto, Plaszow labor camp, Auschwitz concentration
camp, and a death march during the Holocaust, moved to Israel following her liberation, and immigrated
to the United States with her husband and son in 1948. She became Chief Psychologist at the American
Foundation of Religion and Psychiatry in New York and at the Westchester Institute for Training in
Psychotherapy and Counseling.

Scope and content of collection

The Renée Fodor Schwarz writings consist of essays and poems by Schwarz in which she remembers and
reflects on her childhood in Poland, her internment in the Krakow ghetto and at Auschwitz, and her new
life in Israel and the United States. Most of this material has been published in her books Renée,
Symphony of the Heart, and Covenant of the Rainbow.

System of arrangement

The Renée Fodor Schwarz writings are arranged in publication order. The contents of folder 1 appeared
as an independent report. The contents of folder 2 were published in Renée. The contents of folders 3
through 52 were published in Symphony of the Heart. The contents of folders 53 and 54 were published
in Covenant of the Rainbow. The contents of folder 55 do not appear in Schwarz’s books.

Indexing terms
Auschwitz (Concentration camp)

Jews--Poland.

Jewish ghettos--Poland--Krakow.

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Personal narratives.
Holocaust survivors--Israel--Haifa.

Holocaust survivors--New York (State)--New York.
Holocaust survivors” writings.
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Krakow (Poland)
Haifa (Israel)
New York (N.Y.)
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CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Renée Fodor Schwarz writings, 1984-1994

Box Folder
1 1 In the Imminence of Death, Psychological Observations of the Jewish Family During
the German Occupation of Poland, 1955, revised 1984
1 2 In Memory of Those Who Died In Vain In The Holocaust, 1988, 1991
1 3 Yesterday, 1992
1 4 Expelled From Our Home, 1992
1 5 Families Torn Apart and Destroyed, 1992
1 6 When the Germans Marched Into Poland, 1992
1 7 No School for Jews, 1992
1 8 Dark, Restless Nights and the Violin, 1992
1 9 Mike, 1992
1 10 The Execution on the Hills, 1992
1 11 Janusz, 1992
1 12 Passing Through the Deadly Gate, 1992
1 13 Dear Children of the Ghetto Orphanage, 1992
1 14 Our Life and Our Home Gone with the Winds of War, 1992
1 15 Yesterday Morning, 1992
1 16 In Auschwitz, the Valley of Death, 1992
1 17 What of Me was Lost in the Cruel War, 1992
1 18 Yesterday -- A Breath of Life, 1992
1 19 When | Was Free and Full of Love, 1992
1 20 A Letter to My Mother, 1992
1 21 My Dream of Our Homeland, 1992
1 22 The Graduation Ball, 1992
1 23 Mala, 1992
1 24 When Love Is Withheld, 1992
1 25 Mountain Climbing, 1992
1 26 Thinking of William, 1992
1 27 The Cloudy Day in Auschwitz, 1992
1 28 Letters to the Sun, the Moon and the Stars, 1992
1 29 When Pain Dries Out Our Tears, 1992
1 30 Longing to be Free, 1992
1 31 The Forest in the Village, 1992
1 32 The Fight for Life, 1992
1 33 Red Roses, 1992

http://collections.ushmm.org




http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

1 34 Why Were Our Voices Not Heard?, 1991

1 35 Today | Cry, 1992

1 36 More Compositions in the Sand, 1992

1 37 My Visit with Socrates, 1992

1 38 Last Days in Auschwitz, 1992

1 39 Liberation, 1992

1 40 Brussels, 1992

1 41 Paris, 1992

1 42 Sailing, 1992

1 43 Shalom, Dear Home, 1991

1 44 Ethel, 1992

1 45 Becoming a Woman Again, 1992

1 46 Return to Work, 1992

1 47 Life Continues, 1992

1 48 Moving Ahead, 1992

1 49 Paul, 1992

1 50 Esther, Pepi, Linka and |, 1992

1 51 Leaving Palestine, 1992

1 52 New York, 1992

1 53 Trilogy, Part Il (in progress), Covenant of the Rainbow, 1994
1 54 Survivor of a Wrecked Ship to a Frozen Heart, 1992
1 55 Sentenced to Death Without a Crime, 1992
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