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Descriptive summary

Title: Stern and Pachter family papers
Dates: approximately 1939-1989 and undated

Accession number: 1994.A.0016.2

Creator: Stern (Family: Czechoslovakia)

Additional Creator: Pachter (Family: Czechoslovakia)
Extent: 0.4 linear feet (11 folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Stern and Pachter family papers include biographical material, correspondence,
testimonies, cookbooks, poems, and documents relating to Mina Pachter, Anny Stern, and their family’s
experiences in Prague and Theresienstadt. The collection includes a document instructing Mina to
report to Theresienstadt, copies of Mina’s biography and the Pachter family tree, letters from Mina to
her daughter, Anny, and one of her sister, Red Cross letters from Mina to her son-in-law Georg and from
Josef Stern to Fritz Lederer, copies of transcripts of Anny Stern and Elisabeth Laufer’s oral testimony, a
copy of a newspaper clipping about Mina’s cookbooks, and documents relating to Anny’s work at the
emigration office in Prague. The collection also includes cookbooks and poems compiled by Mina and
other prisoners in Theresienstadt as well as copies and some translations of the recipes and poems.
Before Mina died in Theresienstadt, she gave the cookbooks, letters, and photographs to a friend in the
camp and ask him to give them to her daughter. The package changed hands several times, but Anny
received the package in 1969, 25 years later.

Languages: German, English, Czech

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

https://collections.ushmm.org



https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Stern and Pachter family papers (1994.A.0016.2), United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: David Stern, Mina’s grandson, and Susan Roubicek, niece of Anna Ermes who
was imprisoned with Mina, donated the Stern and Pachter family papers to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in 1992, 1993, 1996, and 2016. The accessions previously numbered 1994.A.0016,
1996.109, 1996.A.0423, and 2016.213.1 have been incorporated into this collection.

Related material: David Stern also donated oral histories provided by Anna Stern (1992.276.2) and
Elisabeth Laufer (1992.276.1) in 1992. The Museum’s Library hold a copy of In Memory's Kitchen: a
legacy from the women of Terezin (D805.C9 15 1996).

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Morgan Voth, August 2018

Biographical note

Wilhelmina “Mina” Pachter (née Stein, 1873-1944) was born in Hluboka nad Vitavou, Czechoslovakia
(currently Czech Republic). Mina married Adolf Pachter (1846-1915) in 1900 and they had two children,
Heinz (1904-1965) and Anny (later Anna, 1907-1995) as well as six children from Adolf’s two previous
marriages. They lived in Déc¢in where Adolf owned a button factory. After Adolf’s death in 1915, Mina
became and art dealer to support the family. In 1930, Anny married Georg (later George) Stern and they
had a son, David (b. 1931). Heinz married Kaethe Dorothea and they moved to Israel. After the German
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1938, Mina, Anny, and David fled to Prague. Georg was in the Czech army
and joined them later that year. As the situation became worse, Georg and three of his brothers fled to
Palestine. In 1939, Anny and David secured the proper paperwork and left for Palestine to reunite with
Georg. Anny became involved in helping Jews emigration to Palestine by working as an officer for the
Palestine Emigration Office. They immigrated to the United States around 1960. Mina and other family
members stayed in Prague and were sent to Theresienstadt in 1942. Mina became very sick and died in
1944. During her imprisonment, Mina wrote poems and kept cookbooks of her own recipes as well as
recipes she gathered from others in the camp.

Scope and content of collection

The Stern and Pachter family papers include biographical material, correspondence, testimonies,
cookbooks, poems, and documents relating to Mina Pachter, Anny Stern, and their family’s experiences
in Prague and Theresienstadt. The collection includes a document instructing Mina to report to
Theresienstadt, copies of Mina’s biography and the Pachter family tree, letters from Mina to her
daughter, Anny, and one of her sister, Red Cross letters from Mina to her son-in-law Georg and from
Josef Stern to Fritz Lederer, copies of transcripts of Anny Stern and Elisabeth Laufer’s oral testimony, a
copy of a newspaper clipping about Mina’s cookbooks, and documents relating to Anny’s work at the
emigration office in Prague. The collection also includes cookbooks and poems compiled by Mina and
other prisoners in Theresienstadt as well as copies and some translations of the recipes and poems.
Before Mina died in Theresienstadt, she gave the cookbooks, letters, and photographs to a friend in the
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camp and ask him to give them to her daughter. The package changed hands several times, but Anny
received the package in 1969, 25 years later.

System of arrangement
The Stern and Pachter family papers are arranged as a single series.

The folders are arranged alphabetically and the documents are arranged chronologically.

Indexing terms
Pachter, Wilhelmina.
Stern, Anny.

Theresienstadt (Concentration camp)

Jewish refugees--Palestine.
Women concentration camp inmates.

Terezin (Ustecky kraj, Czech Republic)
Cookbooks.

Correspondence.
Poetry.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Stern family papers, approximately 1939-1989 and undated

Folder Title

1of 11 | Biographical material, 1942 and undated

2-4 of 11 | Cookbooks, 1942-1944 (3 folders)

50f11 | Correspondence, approximately 1942-1944

6 of 11 | Emigration office, 1939

7 of 11 | Newspaper clipping, 1991

8 of 11 | Poems, approximately 1942-1989

9 0of11 | Red Cross, 1941-1942

10 of 11 | Testimony: Laufer, Elisabeth, 1984

11 of 11 | Testimony: Stern, Anna, 1977-1982
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