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Title: Joseph Crane collection, 1942-1945. 
 
Extent: 1 folder. 
 
Provenance: Joseph Crane collected the documents and photographs during his post-war posting 
as a registrar and translator at Civilian Internment Camp #5 in Nattenberg, Germany. He donated 
the collection to the USHMM on 30 March 1993. 
 
Restrictions on Access: No restrictions on access. 

 
Restrictions on Use: No restrictions on use. 

 
Summary: The material relates to Joseph Crane's experiences and relationships with people he 
met at Civilian Internment Camp #5. The collection consists of photographs of SS personnel, a 
statement given by an internee of Civilian Internment Camp #5, a letter of protest from some 
internees regarding the delay in their release, two poems, a report about war criminals and war 
crimes trials, and an arrest report. 
 
Biography: Joseph Crane was born in Vienna, Austria in 1912, and emigrated to the United 
States in 1929. During World War II, Crane was a member of Company E, of the 329th 
Regiment of the 83rd US Infantry Division. In May 1945, Crane was assigned to Civilian 
Internment Camp #5 in Nattenberg, Germany where he acted as a registrar of inmates, and as an 
interpreter. 
 
Organization and Arrangement: Chronological. 

 
Language: English and German. 

 
Preferred Citation:  Standard citation for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Archives.  

 
Inventory:  
 

1. 1 page, typewritten poem in German, dated 11 July 1942 dedicated to Martin (Weiss?). 
 

2. 1 page, handwritten poem in German, dated 2 April 1943, titled Meinem Martin 
(Weiss?). 
 

3. 1 page (recto and verso), typewritten arrest report in English, dated 26 May 1945, for a 
Hungarian national named Marton (sic) Zoeldi.  
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4. 1 page (recto and verso), handwritten document in English, dated 16 June 1945, to the 
American Military Government High Commission requesting an investigation into the 
“affairs” of the 23 signatories, of various nationalities.  

 
 

5. 2 page, typewritten document in German, dated 27 June 1945, containing the testimony 
of Dr. Reitberger (a magistrate or judge?) concerning the criminal cases he presided over 
from 1938 to the end of the war. The cases involved defendants accused by the SS of 
various infractions.  

 
6. 16 page news magazine titled Army Talks: The Legacy of Faciscm, apparently published 

by, and for the United States Army, dated 10 July 1945. 
 

7. 1 page, electrostatic copy of a letter, in English, dated 6 August 1945, to the commanding 
officer of Company “E”, 329th Infantry, attesting to an act of heroism on the part of 
Joseph Crane. 

 
8. 2 page, typewritten document, in English, titled Famous Personalities of War Criminals 

in Nazi Germany. (no date).  
 

9. A.P. newspaper clipping, titled Hang 14 More Dachau Killers, dated 29 May (1945?). 
 

10. 3 black and white photographs of SS camp commandant, Martin Weiss. (no dates). 
 

11. 1 black and white photograph of a group of people standing outside block 1B in Terezin 
concentration camp. 
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