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Abstract: The Nina Zebb papers comprises documents concerning Nina and her mother Emma’s
internment and employment in the Theresienstadt ghetto between 1942 and 1944. Records
regarding Theresienstadt are primarily administrative reports detailing the ghetto’s barracks and
food service protocols. Also included is a roster for the ghetto’s soccer team and poetry written
by inmates. This collection also comprises memoirs written by Nina after World War II.

Language: German, English, Czech

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification if item), Nina Ebb papers (1995.A.0053.2) United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

http://collections.ushmm.org



http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Acquisition information: Nina Ebb donated her papers to the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in two separate donations in 1994 and 1995. The first donation was given accession number
1994.A.0053 and the second was given accession number 1995.A.1171. These two donations have been
unified into this collection.

Related materials: A memoir by Emma Fuchs titled My Kaleidoscope is also held by the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum under call number DS135.C9 F78 1974.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Colleen Benoit, May 2016

Biographical note

Nina Ebb (formerly Zdenka Goldscheiderova, 1923-2015) was born to Fredo and Emma Goldscheider in
Plzen, Czechoslovakia, where her parents owned and operated a wholesale grocery store. Emma,
originally from Sudetenald, had grown up helping her widowed mother run a business and became a
partner in husband’s business venture. In addition to owning the store, Fredo also served as an officer in
the Chamber of Commerce and a lay judge in the district courts. As a child, Nina grew -up with a younger
brother, Hanus (1928-1944), attended school and took lessons in piano, gymnastics, and several
languages. Upon the German occupation of Czechoslovakia in 1939, Fredo was briefly arrested by the
Gestapo, though with the help of friends, Emma secured his bail. Shortly thereafter, the family store was
expropriated and Nina’s father was sent to work in the clay mines. At this time, Nina was banned from
continuing her education, though she continued to study at home and taught five children. In February
1942, the family was sent to Theresienstadt. Once in Theresienstadt, Nina worked in the Zentralevidenz-
Familienkarte (the Central Registry) until her liberation in 1945. Emma meanwhile, headed the
Raumwirtschaft - Ubikationskanzlei (Housing Section), first in Hamburger barracks for women, and then
in the Dresdner barracks for the elderly. Fredo and Hanus also worked in Theresienstadt, but both were
deported to Auschwitz in October 1944. Fredo was gassed and Hanus later died in Kaufering, a sub-camp
of Dachau. After the war, Nina and Emma returned to Plzert and were given jobs in their former grocery
store, which had been transferred from German to Czech management. Nina later got a job as a
secretary with the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), until 1946 when
she and Emma immigrated to the United States. Nina later married Stanley Ebb and settled in Newton,
Massachusetts, where she taught languages. She had two children.

Scope and content of collection

The Nina Zebb papers comprised documents Nina and her mother Emma obtained while working in the
Theresienstadt ghetto and memaoirs written after World War Il. Records from the war-time period
include reports and other administrative documents concerning the management of the various
barracks, mess halls, and facilities within Theresienstadt. These documents were largely collected by
Emma in her capacity as the head of the camp’s housing section. The reports comprehensively
document housing situations and statistics for arrivals and deportations of inmates, space allocations,
and general conditions of the Hamburger and Dresdner barracks. The history and daily activity of the
Hamburger barrack is particularly well documented through an annual report which describes the
creation of the ghetto itself, the barrack, and its various functions such as suitcase storage, the “hair
dresser” (used for shaving heads), security, and cleaning, among others. Also included are several
reports regarding food and mess hall protocols. Topics include meal preparation, food inventories, daily
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menus, meal ticket distributions, and rationing procedures. A roster and scores for the Theresienstadt
futfall liga is also contain here within. In addition to administrative records, this collection also
comprised poetry written by ghetto inmates. A thesis titled “Terezin: Recollections of a Survivor,”
written by Nina in fulfillment of her Master’s degree in 1983 and a supplemental treatise titled “Terezin,
Researches and Perspectives of a Survivor” is also included in this collection. A brief memoir entitled
"Escape of B - 13375" written by Egon Ezriel Loebner describing his escape from a death march after the
evacuation of Auschwitz is also included here within. The collection further includes a 1943 prayer
book, New Year and Day of Atonement, published by the National Jewish Welfare Board for Jewish
members of the American Armed Services, inscribed to Nina.

System of arrangement

The Nina Ebb papers are arranged as three series:
e Theresienstadt materials, 1943-1944
e Memoirs, 1983-1995
e Prayer book, 1943

Indexing terms
Ebb, Nina Zdenka (1923-2015).

Fuchs, Emma Goldscheiderova (1900-1993).
Goldscheider, Hanus (1929-1945).
Goldscheider, Fredo (1895-1944).

Auschwitz (Concentration camp).
Theresienstadt (Concentration camp).

World War, 1939-1945--Concentration camps--Food service.
Housing-- Czech Republic--Terezin (Ustecky kraj).
Soccer--Czech Republic--Terezin ((Ustecky kraj).

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Personal narratives.
Jews--Czechoslovakia--History--20th century.

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Czechoslovakia.

Holocaust survivors.

Concentration camps--Statistics.

Death marches.

Concentration camp escapes.

Plzen (Czech Republic).
Terezin (Ustecky kraj, Czech Republic).

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Theresienstadt materials, 1942-1944

Box Folder | Title

1 1 Building management and administration, 1942

1 2 First year report for the Hamburger barracks, 1943
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Housing reports, 1942-1943

Informational notices about meals, 1943

Meal plans for kitchen V, 1943-1944

Mess hall duty, 1943

Poetry, 1943-1944

Provisions depot, 1943
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Soccer league roster and scores, approximately 1943-1944

Series 2: Memoirs, 1983-1995

Box Folder | Title

1 10 “50 Years Ago” excerpt from “Terezin,” 1995

1 11 “Escape from B-13375” Egon Ezriel Loebner, 1988

1 12 “Terezin: Recollections of a Survivor,” Nina Ebb, 1983

1 13 “Terezin: Researches and Perspectives of a Survivor,” Nina Ebb, 1983

Series 3: Prayer book, 1943

Box Folder | Title

1 14 Prayer book, 1943
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