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Abstract:  The Ruth Oppenheimer letters contain correspondence collected by Oppenheimer during her 

time living in Nazi-era Germany.  The bulk of the correspondence comes from her boyfriend 
George Rau to Oppenheimer, during his imprisonment in 1939.  George was arrested for having 
a relationship with an Aryan woman, and was later tried and found guilty of the same crime 
before dying in prison. The letters were written weekly and sent to Ruth.  In addition are a letter 
and postcard from Rau prior to 1939, and correspondence from Rau’s family after his death. 
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Biographical note 
Ruth Höflich Oppenheimer was born in 1920 in Fürth, Germany to Julius and Klara Höflich.  Julius owned 
an automobile dealership, which was eventually shut down when the Nazi regime confiscated his 
inventory and business.  After attending school, Ruth worked as a dental assistant.  While working in the 
office in 1937, she met a patient named George Rau.  George Ernst Rau (1905-1939) was born in 
Nuremberg, Germany to Franz and Mathilde (née Lorch) Rau.  The two began dating, despite him being 
33 years old while she was 17.  They continued their courtship for two years, until George was arrested 
one day in 1939, on the grounds that he was having relations with an Aryan woman.  The authorities had 
seen George with Ruth, and assumed that Ruth was not Jewish based on her appearance.  Ruth proved 
that she was Jewish, having attended Hebrew schools, but a court date was still set.  During the hearing, 
a non-Jewish woman testified that she had been having an affair with George, and the court sentenced 
George to seven years of hard labor.  The next day, the authorities alerted his family that George was 
dead.  His death was ruled as a suicide, though Ruth did not believe it to be true.  Months later, Ruth 
fled to the Netherlands after acquiring a visa, and later traveled to the United States with her family in 
1940.  George’s family had their possessions confiscated, and were sent to Theresienstadt in 1942 
where they were killed. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Ruth Oppenheimer letters contain correspondence collected by Oppenheimer during her time living 
in Nazi-era Germany.  The bulk of the correspondence comes from her boyfriend George Rau to 
Oppenheimer, during his imprisonment in 1939.  George was arrested for having a relationship with an 
Aryan woman, and was later tried and found guilty of the same crime before dying in prison. The letters 
were written weekly and sent to Ruth.  In addition are a letter and postcard from Rau prior to 1939, and 
correspondence from Rau’s family after his death. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Ruth Oppenheimer letters are arranged as a single series. 
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