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Abstract:  The Elfriede Schloss papers contain documents related to Elfriede Schloss, who escaped the 

Holocaust through attending a Jewish orphanage in France and eventually immigrated to the 
United States along with other orphaned children with the assistance of the American Friends 
Service Committee.  Papers include Elfriede’s travel visa and various news clippings concerning 
her and other orphans’ arrival to the United States.  Also included are photocopies of records 
from the American Friends Service Committee, which contain correspondence and paperwork 
created by the AFSC in their efforts to facilitate the immigration of the children to the United 
States. 

 
Languages:  English, French, German, Portuguese.  
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Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.   
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information. 
 



Preferred citation:  Elfriede Schloss papers, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 
Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The Elfriede Schloss papers were donated to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum by Elfriede Schloss in 1993 and 2000.  These two donations have since been merged 
together, and can be located through the accession number 1995.A.0368. 
 
Existence and location of originals:  The Archives of the American Friends Service Committee holds the 
original records included in this collection. The archives can be located at the headquarters of American 
Friends Service Committee in Philadelphia, PA.  
 
Related materials:  Elfreide Schloss also donated the information tag she wore during her voyage to 
America to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The USC Shoah Foundation Institute houses 
an oral history conducted with Elfriede Schloss. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
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Biographical note 
Elfriede Schloss (1926- ) was born to Julius and Recha Meyer in the town of Mönchengladbach in 
Germany.  Her father, a veteran from World War I, ran a business selling uniforms to various 
professions.  His experience in World War I left him sickly, however, and in 1937 he died of tuberculosis.  
Elfriede’s mother and older sister, Clara, soon moved to Frankfurt, where Recha’s family lived.  Despite 
moving closer to relatives, and for reasons she cannot recall, Elfriede was placed in a Jewish orphanage.  
In 1939, the children in the orphanage had several options for relocation, as they could not attend 
school due to anti-Semitic laws.  Recha decided on France for Elfriede, as she believed that the 
widespread anti-Semitism would quickly blow over.  Elfriede and about twenty others from the 
orphanage attended school near Eaubonne, France, for two years. In spring of 1941, Elfriede and 99 
other children were selected to immigrate to the United States, through arrangements made by the 
American Friends Service Committee.  The children traveled through Spain and sailed from Portugal.  
Elfriede lived with an uncle in Chicago, before marrying Edmund Schloss in 1947.  Her mother and sister 
were transported to Auschwitz and killed in 1942. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Elfriede Schloss papers contain Elfriede’s travel visa and identification tag, and various news 
clippings concerning her and other orphans’ arrival to the United States.  The American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC) photocopies includes copied correspondence and documents from the AFSC archives 
related to the immigration of the one hundred orphans from France, of which Elfriede was included. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Elfriede Schloss papers are arranged as a single series. 
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