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Abstract: The collection primarily documents the post-war experiences of Karl Diamond, originally of
Tarnéw, Poland, and his wife Ruth Diamond (née Mam), originally of Biatystok, Poland, and her sister
Helen Weinrib (née Mam) in the Bamberg displaced persons camp, 1945-1949. Included are marriage
certificates, employment papers, identification papers, immigration paperwork and naturalization
certificates, restitution documents, inquiries to the Red Cross regarding members of Karl’s family, and
personal narratives and speeches of Karl regarding his Holocaust experiences.

Languages: German, English, Yiddish, Polish

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Diamond and Weinrib families papers (1995.A.0517.2),
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC
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Acquisition information: The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
by Karl Diamond in 1995. An accretion was donated by the family of Ruth and Karl Diamond in 2019. The
collections previously numbered 1995.A.0517 and 2019.285.1 have been incorporated into this
collection.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Adam Fielding, November 2019

Biographical note

Ruth Diamond was born Rywka Mam on 29 September 1926 in Biatystok, Poland to Szolem and Keila
(née Kalmanowicz) Mam. She had two sisters, Chaja (later Helen Weinrib, b. 1919) and Malka, and one
brother, Moishe.

Ruth and Helen were forced into the Biatystok ghetto in August 1941. In September 1943 they were
deported to Blizyn and Majdanek, Krakdw-Ptaszéw in July 1944, Auschwitz in July 1944, Mihlhausen in
October 1944, and Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in February 1945. They were liberated by British
troops in April 1945.

Ruth and Helen were the only members of their family to survive the Holocaust. After liberation they
went to the Bamberg displaced persons camp. Ruth met Karl Diamond while in Bamberg. They married
in 1948 and immigrated to the United States in March 1949 aboard the USAT General S. D. Sturgis and
settled in Memphis, Tennessee. They had four children. Helen married Charles Weinrib (born Chaim
Weinrib, b. 1917) in Bamberg in 1946. They later immigrated to the United States and settled in Los
Angeles, California.

Karl Diamond (1921-2004) was born Kiwa Jozef Diament on 29 January 1921 in Tarnéw, Poland to Fatel
(1885-1942) and Matla (née Ungarischer, d. 1942) Diament. He had four sisters: Rachela (later Rachela
Felsen, 1911-1942), Serla (b. 1915), Alta-Ethel (b. 1917), and Mala (b. 1919); and one younger brother,
Avrom Yitzchok (b. 1923).

Karl’s family owned a grocery store in Tarnéw which Matla managed. They also pickled cucumbers to
sell to other area grocery stores and Fatel and his brother Wolf Diamant jointly owned forest land near
Stepina, Poland.

Karl’s parents and brother were deported to Belzec extermination camp in June 1942 where they
perished. After their deportation, Karl and his sister Rachela were forced into the Tarnéw ghetto.
Rachela and her daughter Perl went into hiding in August 1942, but were discovered and murdered
alongside the family that hid them. Karl and his sisters Alta-Ethel and Mala were deported to Krakow-
Ptaszéw concentration camp in October 1942. Karl was transferred to Gross Rosen in October 1944, and
then Reichenbach. He was liberated in May 1945. His entire family perished during the Holocaust.

Karl searched in several displaced persons camps for surviving relatives, eventually ending up in
Bamberg where one of his cousins was living. He met Ruth while in Bamberg and they married in 1948.
Karl and Ruth immigrated to the United States in March 1949 aboard the USAT General S. D. Sturgis and
settled in Memphis, Tennessee. They had four children.
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Scope and content of collection

The collection primarily documents the post-war experiences of Karl Diamond, originally of Tarnéw,
Poland, and his wife Ruth Diamond (née Mam), originally of Biatystok, Poland, and her sister Helen
Weinrib (née Mam) in the Bamberg displaced persons camp, 1945-1949. Included are marriage
certificates, employment papers, identification papers, immigration paperwork and naturalization
certificates, restitution documents, inquiries to the Red Cross regarding members of Karl’s family, and
personal narratives and speeches of Karl regarding his Holocaust experiences.

System of arrangement
The collection is arranged as a single series.

Indexing terms
Person:

Diamond, Karl, 1921-2004.
Diamond, Ruth, 1926-
Weinrib, Helen, 1919-
Weinrib, Charles, 1917-

Corporate:
Bamberg (Displaced persons camp)

Topical Subject:
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) -- Survivors.
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations.

Geography:

Bamberg (Germany : Refugee camp)

United States--Emigration and immigration.
Jews--Poland--Biatystok.

Jews--Poland--Tarnéw (Wojewddztwo Matopolskie).
Refugees, Jewish.

Displaced persons camps.

Genre/Form:

Personal narratives.
Speeches.
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CONTAINER LIST

Folder | Title

1 of 7 | Diamond, Karl: biographical and identification papers, 1945-1986

2 of 7 | Diamond, Karl: writings, 1987-1999

3 of 7 | Diamond, Ruth: biographical and identification papers, 1946-1948

4 of 7 | Weinrib, Helen: biographical and identification papers, 1945-1949

50f 7 | Immigration, 1948-1955

6 of 7 | Red Cross inquiries and family fates, 1992-1997

7 of 7 | Restitution, 1950-1996
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