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Title: Joseph C. Solarz Collection. 
 
Extent: 2 folders. 
 
Provenance: Joseph C. and Gloria L. Solarz donated the collection to the USHMM in 
September 1996. 
 
Biographical Note:  Joseph C. Solarz was a Staff Sgt. Tank Commander of the 6th 
Armored Division 69th Tank Battalion B Company, a member of General George S. 
Patton’s 3rd Army.  He landed on Utah Beach in France and raced across France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Battle of the Bulge and Germany to the Elbe River.  He and 
his company were then assigned to security detail at Buchenwald Concentration Camp in 
Weimar.  Solarz was fluent in Polish and was able to speak with inmates about their 
experiences in Buchenwald.  He also befriended an American journalist who was 
composing a report on what had transpired at the Camp.  The man gave Solarz a copy of 
his full report as well as several photographs and a copy of a letter he sent to his family. 
 
Restrictions on Access:  No restrictions on access. 
 
Restriction on Use:  Subject to “fair use.”  Allows for publication of relatively short 
quotes from the material without permission of whomever holds the rights; publication of 
complete documents requires the permission of the copyright holder or of the author or 
owner of the uncopyrighted material. 
 
Organization and Arrangement: Arrangement is thematic. 
 
Language: English, some Polish. 
 
Preferred Citation: Standard citation for the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Collections Divisions, Archives Branch. 
 
Scope and Content: Contains a photocopy of an essay written by Solarz entitled “My 
Visit to Buchenwald,” a photocopy of a typewritten “Report on the Concentration Camp 
at Buchenwald” written by “Alex,” an American reporter, a carbon copy of a letter 
written by “Alex” to “Dear Folks,” dated 4 June 1945, a handwritten letter in Polish to 
Solarz from Feliks Grossman, a Buchenwald inmate, dated 9 Oct 1957, two newspaper 
articles about remembrance ceremonies Solarz spoke at, a newspaper ad published by the 
USHMM asking for liberators’ depositions, 11 black and white photographs of 
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Buchenwald (one of which with the name of three men shown) given to Solarz by 
“Alex,” an original signed watercolor of a scene at Buchenwald painted by a camp 
inmate, and a metal chain given to Solarz by a Buchenwald inmate.    
 
Inventory: 

1. Photocopy of an essay written by Solarz entitled “My Visit to Buchenwald.”  
Contains testimony of his experiences as a security guard at Buchenwald 
Concentration Camp. 

 
2. “Report on the Concentration Camp at Buchenwald” given to Solarz by “Alex.” 

3. Letter written by “Alex” to “Dear Folks,” dated 4 June 1945 from Weimar. 

4. Handwritten letter in Polish to Solarz from Feliks Grossman, an inmate who 
became friends with Solarz. 

 
5. Address label with Feliks Grossman’s address written on it.  

6. Newspaper article about Solarz from 28 April 1998. 

7. Newspaper article about Solarz undated. 

8. Newspaper ad from USHMM asking for contributions from liberators. 

9. Black and white photograph of crematory at Buchenwald. 

10. Black and white photograph with caption “Dead bodies outside of the crematory 
which were left; SS did not have time to burn.”  

 
11. Black and white photograph with caption “Dining quarters.” 

12. Black and white photograph with caption “Dining quarters.” 

13. Black and white photograph with caption “This was a hospital at Buchenwald 
where prisoners were used as guinea pigs for purpose of experimentation.” 

 
14. Black and white photograph with caption “Unfinished V-1 weapons which were 

made at Buchenwald until factory was destroyed.” 
 

15. Black and white photograph with no caption. 

16. Black and white photograph with caption “Funeral procession.” 

17. Black and white photograph with caption “Crematory at Buchenwald.” 
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18. Black and white photograph with caption “Dining quarters building on far right 
(smoke stack) is the crematory.” 

 
19. Black and white photograph of monument at Buchenwald. 

20. Original signed watercolor of a scene at Buchenwald painted by a Camp inmate. 
The verso of the watercolor reads: “To the Pole from America—To Solarz as a 
souvenir of meeting in the camp in Buchenwald after the liberation of it by “USA 
Army” and before the return to Krakow and Opole. Buchenwald 18 IV [or V?] 
1945.” It is signed “Tadeusz Wasowicz, Krakow, ul Szlak 21”; “Jozef Kachel, 
Bytom, ul. Pocztowa 81”; “Stefan Dziwlik, Krakow, ul. Jadwigi Lobzowskiej 9” 
 

21. Metal chain given to Solarz by a Buchenwald inmate.  Attached note reads: 
“Given to Joe by one of those he helped liberate.  The gentleman said it was all he 
had left in his life (his worldly possession), but he wanted Joe to have it as a small 
token of appreciation for all he had done for him while he was a security guard at 
Buchenwald.” 
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