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Acquisition information:  A filmed copy of the collection from the Russian Military Medical Museum was 
received by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1996 as part of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum International Archives Project. 
 
Custodial history:  The records were collected by members of the field medical units of the Red Army.  
 
Existence and location of originals:  Original copies of the material are in the Russian Military Medical 
Museum, St. Petersburg. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Aleksandra B. Borecka, 2011; updated by Adam Fielding, 2017 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection contains records acquired by members of the field medical units of the Red Army that 
provide information on the persecution and killing of Jews and others in Eastern Europe by the Nazis. 
Documents include reports regarding concentration camp conditions; treatment of Russian prisoners; 
and reports and eyewitness accounts of Nazi atrocities in Belarus, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, and 
Ukraine. 
 
The following descriptions cover excerpted files from the Russian Military Medical Museum. They are 
described according to their record group (fond), series (opis), and folder. 
 
Fond 5 opis 1 folder 122 
Report written by Major Rodionov, the head of the team of medics reviewing sanitary conditions of the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp near Berlin, Germany.  The report covered the period of May 13-15, 
1945.  The writer describes in a great detail the history and conditions of the camp including: the dates 
of operations, description of the property and buildings, number of buildings, details on location and 
capacity of crematoria, the place for executions and vivid descriptions of executions, estimated number 
of prisoners, mainly political, from all over the world, living conditions in the camp, various diseases that 
prisoners suffered, daily food rations and descriptions of medical services provided to prisoners from 
witness accounts.  The report also gives a clear and in detailed description, and number, of sick left in 
the camp, their illnesses, diet, and condition, and description of medical and administrative personnel in 
the camp.  The report has two attachments detailing the number of patients currently living in the camp.  
The graphs present patients by the country of origin and various illnesses from which they suffer.  Also 
attached is a list of medications that they need and another one that is an inventory of medications in 
the camp. 
 
Fond 31 opis 51926 folder 3 
The letter is from Major Turnevich, M.D., to his superior, dated February 19, 1945, reporting information 
received from former Russian prisoners, including a doctor-prisoner in the military prisoner camp, near 
the city of Sagan, Germany (present day Żagań, Poland).  The writer describes illnesses that prevail in the 
camp, mainly detailing Russian prisoners' cases, between 1944 and 1945, and the diet of Russian 
prisoners.  Major Turnevich mentions collection and transfer point #49, near the Shipogau region, where 
former prisoners, including Soviet citizens, are collected and returned to the USSR, or in the cases of 
non-Soviet citizens, transported to the West. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



3 
 

Summary report written by Major Bandurov, M.D., to his superior dated February 2, 1945.  The two 
page report gives a brief summary of the number of sick prisoners, the illnesses they suffered, and a 
medical team that oversaw the sick in the camps at Auschwitz, II-Birkenau, and III-Monowitz.  The major 
also mentions the report he has verbally received, from another doctor on his team, of the sanitary and 
medical conditions in the Babitzak camp. 
 
Fond 5132, opis 63713 
Folder 2-3. 
The report is a part of the Army commission on war crimes, headed by Captain Svinarev, dated October 
17, 1943, and covers information received from eyewitnesses in city Dobrush, Belarus.  From August 22, 
1941 upon occupation of Dobrush, the Nazis, together with some local collaborators, committed crimes 
against humanity by systematically killing or starving the Jewish population of the city and killing the 
communists left in the city.  In the common grave, the commission discovered 122 bodies.  Among 
these, 32 were children, 49 adults.  Based on examination, 70 were shot at a short range, 10 were 
beaten to death, 13 were thrown in the mass grave alive and died from suffocation.  A list with the 
descriptions of bodies examined is attached to the report.  Pages 14-16, includes versos. 
 
Report written by Major Avdeev, M.D., as a part of the commission investigating burial sites in   
Krasnodar, Russia, dated June 19, 1943.  The commission uncovered three burial sites on the north-west 
side of Krasnodar.  The total number of bodies found 254: men, 145; women, 76; and children, 33.  The 
report gives a brief summary of the sites, of clothes left on bodies, age of victims and the medial state of 
bodies.  Based on its finding, the commission concluded that 233 victims were killed by inhaling gas with 
a high degree of carbon monoxide, and that 21 bodies were shot in the back of the neck. 
 
Folder 4. 
Report written by Major Ogarkov, the head medical expert for the 2nd Baltic Front on atrocities 
committed by the Nazis in Oryol, Russia and the surrounding areas during the spring 1942 and 1943.  
The writer describes in great detail the process of discovery, interviews that proceeded that process, 
and the medical examination of hundreds of bodies.  In and around Oryol, 840 bodies were examined, 
among them men, women, and children.  Included in that number were 72 bodies of psychiatric patients 
found near the grounds of the clinic, all of whom died from shots at close range in the back of the head. 
 
A sample of 532 bodies was taken from a total 5,000 killed on or near the territory of the central jail 
which was used by the Nazis as the concentration camp for prisoners of war.  The report is based on 
detailed descriptions provided by a prisoner of the camp who was also a physician.  Based on his 
descriptions, over 3,000 prisoners were starved to death, and many, including partisans and Jews, were 
shot by the guards. 
 
Another sample of 236 bodies of civilians, mainly Jews, including women, children, and adults were 
killed by shots in the back of the head at close range.  In the case of the children, many were buried 
alive.  To hide these crimes, the Nazis patrolled the area and would not allow the locals to approach the 
sites. 
 
In addition, in 1942 the Nazis forced metal workers in some shops in Oryol to use a chemical called 
IPRIT, which is a liquid used in working with metals.  The workers who used the chemical suffered a 
variety of injuries including burns on their skin.  The goal was to expose as many workers as possible to 
the chemical in order to disable or harm as many as possible. 
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Folder 5. 
Report under the signature of Major Posnanscki, dated June 23, 1943 regarding the discovery in the 
village of Peshkovo of 3 bodies of men.  The cause of death in all three cases was due to shots being 
fired at close range to the back of head. 
  
Report and listing of bodies uncovered in the wooded area two kilometers west of Peshkovo in Orlov 
county.  The report was dated as of June 20, 1943, the examination of the gravesite was performed 
under the supervision of Major Maximov.  In the graveyard the commission discovered the bodies of 
civilians who were killed by gun fire from semi-automatic weapons in July 1942. Detailed description of 
the graveyards.  Total number of bodies 26 including men, women, and children, ages 2 to 60.  Detailed 
description of each examined body including: sex of the victim, clothing, approximate age, location and 
type of wounds, and overall condition of a body.  Pages 51-59. 
 
Folder 5.  
Report under the signature of Major Posnanski, dated June 23, 1943 regarding the discovery in the 
village of Peshkovo of 3 bodies of men.  The cause of death in all three cases was due to shoots being 
fired at close range in the back of head. 
 
Report and listing of bodies uncovered in the wooded area two kilometers west of the village Peshkovo, 
in Orlov county.  The report was dated as of June 20, 1943, the examination of the gravesite was 
performed under the supervision of Major Maximov.  In the grave yard the commission discovered 
bodies of civilians, who were killed by gun fire from semi-automatic weapons in July 1942. 
  
Detailed description of graveyards.  Total number of bodies 26 including men, women, and children, 
ages 2 to 60.  Detailed description of each examined body including: sex of the victim, clothing, 
approximate age, location and type of wounds, and overall condition of a body. 
  
Report and listing of bodies uncovered in the village of Vazevo.  The report was dated as of August 13, 
1943, the examination of the two gravesites was performed by medical commission under the 
supervision of Major Posnanski.  In the grave yards, the commission discovered bodies of civilians. 
  
Detailed description of all bodies including approximate age, sex, clothes, and injuries.  Total number of 
bodies was 147, including 47 men, 54 women, and 43 children, ages 1 to 60.  In 100 cases the cause of 
death was poisonous gas; in 27 cases, the cause is strangulation; in 12 cases, the cause is death by 
shooting at a close range.  Pages 1-10. 
 
Fond 5132, opis 63714 
Folder 1.  
General analyses of material gathered in August 1944 by a forensic team investigating a camp for 
Russian prisoners of war in Lublin, Poland.  Includes accounts of crematorium and other places needed 
to burn bodies.  Pages 1-15 
 
Folder 1.  
Includes two different documents.  One refers to the conditions in a hospital in a camp for Russian 
POWs in an area which is not names.  The other report is a document from August 1944 describing 
German atrocities against civilians in Ostriv, Ukraine.  Pages 34-42. 
 
Folder 2.  
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Forensic examination of four bodies exhumed in Lyubymivka village, Sofiyivka region, Dnipropetrovsk 
oblast (Ukraine), dated February 1944.  Page 137. 
 
Folder 3.  
This is a series of forensic files drawn up in December 1944 by a commission investigating German 
atrocities in the Riga area.  One of the files concludes that 300,000 persons were killed during the 
German occupation.  Another stat is that 40,000 local Jews and 100,000 foreign Jews were killed in the 
Riga area.  Appended to the files are accounts of the conditions of over 1,500 bodies exhumed by the 
commission.  Pages 6-128. 
 
Folder 4. 
Extract from Report of Chief Judicial-Medical Expert of the White Russian Front – Lieutenant Colonel M/S 
Nikolskov for the 8th Quarter, 1944. Pages 1a-2a. 
 
Folder 4.  
Judicial-Medical Analysis of Sectional Material from the former “Sachsenshausen” Camp.  Pages 5-7. 
 
Folder 4.  
Judicial-Medical Analysis of Statistical Cards of the Hospital of the Concentration Camp 
“Sachsenhausen”.  Pages 10-17. 
 
Folder 6.  
Judicial-Medical Investigation of Exhumed Corpses and Places of Mass Shooting in the Town of Sarni.  
Pages 1 and 9, and versos. 
 
Folder 7.  
Judicial-Medical Expertise.  Report on the burial places of corpses of patients who died in the German-
occupied Leningrad psychiatric hospital in Novgorod (present-day Velikiı ̆Novgorod, Russia). Pages 4-6. 
 
Folder 8.  
Image of Jewish stars.  No text.  Pages 19-21. 
 
8.  
Account of a forensic investigation into German atrocities in the Žagarė, Lithuania.  The investigation 
carried out in September 1944 and involved exhumation of thousands of executed civilians.  In one case, 
the report notes that of 2,448 bodies exhumed, 1,225 were women, and 649 were children.  Most, it 
says, were Jews.  Pages 33-66. 
 
9.  
Accounts and investigations of German atrocities in Gorodok and the Dominsk village, Kalinin oblast 
(near present-day Nevel, Belarus).  Pages 1-10 including versos. 
 
10.  
Forensic files concerning exhumation of victims in the area of present-day Novorzhev, Russia.  
Investigations were carried out in September 1944.  Pages 1-3 including versos. 
 
12.  
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Three forensic documents dealing with killings in Tarnopol (present day Ternopol, Ukraine), Kopychyntsi 
(present day Kopychyntsi, Ukraine), and Tłuste (present day Tovste, Ukraine).  The documents on 
Tarnopol includes a brief description of the ghetto established by the Germans.  Pages 2-8. 
 
13.  
Judicial-Medical Examinations of Research as to the Crimes Committed by the German Fascist Troops in 
the town of Rovno.  Pages 1-6 including versos. 
 
14.  
Protocol of Inspection. Report on Soviet prisoners of war in German occupied Kamianets-Podilskyi 
(present day Kamianets-Podilskyi, Ukraine). Pages 1-12 including versos. 
 
14.  
Report regarding burial places of victims of the German occupation in Slavuta village, Ukraine.  Pages 47-
52. 
 
15.  
Forensic examination of bodies found in area of Bratsk in Odessa oblast.  Pages 205-207 including 
versos. 
 
15.  
Findings of a forensic team examining bodies of Soviet prisoners of war and civilians shot near the village 
of Tankel, Ukraine. Report is dated August 1944.  Pages 1-10. 
 
15.  
Report of forensic team examining bodies of Soviet prisoners of war and civilians shot by Germans near 
the village of Tankel, Ukraine.  Report is dated August 1944.  Pages 40-47. 
 
Fond 5132, opis 63715 
1.  
Report by a medical commission comprised of Dr. Avdeev, M.D., the head, Dr. Pukhnarevich, M.D., 
Major Galaev, M.D., Captain Rabuliae, M.D., Lieutenants Safronov, and Gerasimov.  The commission, as 
part of the findings collected for the Federal Commission on Crimes Against Humanities, worked on 
recovery of gravesites around L’viv, Ukraine and surrounding counties. 
  
The report focuses on the Janowska camp and surrounding territories in the city of L’viv, Ukraine, and on 
a small village, Gorodok, found 33 kilometers west of L'viv.  The commission's report covers location of 
gravesites within the territory of the camp, condition and description of bodies and wounds inflicted, 
sites of mass graves with human remains burned, buried, and scattered over the territory surrounding 
the camp, and the graves within the vicinity of the village of Gorodok. 
  
The commission undertook detailed medical examination on a sample of 166 bodies out of total 900 
from two grave sites in the Janowska camp and a site near the village of Gorodok. 
  
On the territory surrounding the Janowska camp the commission discovers 60 plots, covering area of 
1,200 square meters wide, and 2 meters deep, filled with ashes, human bones, skulls, pieces of skin, 
chunks of women's hair, pieces of clothing and shoes.  The ground throughout the territory was soaked 
with blood and air filled with a stench.  The commission estimates that not less than 200,000 bodies 
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have been burned here; at the time of the commission (November 1944) the area was covered with 
grass.  Pages 39-53. 
 
Fond 5132, opis 63716 
1.  
[No translation.]  Pages 1-4. 
 
2.  
Reports regarding the deaths and burials of patients in hospitals in German occupied Dnipropetrovsk 
(Ukraine).  Pages 9-18. 
 
2.  
Report regarding the deaths and burials of Russians in German occupied Nikopol (Ukraine).  Pages 24-
30. 
 
2.  
Map of village Liubimovka, district of Sauteusk (possibly Lubimovka, Ukraine).  Page 43. 
 
Fond 5132, opis 47227 
10.  
Excerpts from explanatory note to fourth quarter 1946 report of the [Soviet Military] Forensic Medical 
Service of "GSOVG" (Group of Soviet Occupation Forces in Germany).  [Full translation is provided and 
located with the Russian text in the collection.  Pages 71, 83, 84, 86.] 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as one series. The collection contains copies of select documents from several 
record groups and series, and folders within those series. The titles reflect what record group (fond), 
series (opis), and folders the documents are pulled from. 
 
Indexing terms 
Corporate: 
Voenno-medit︠s︡ inskiı ̆muzeı ̆(Russia) 
Sachsenhausen (Concentration camp) 
 
Topical Subject: 
Jews--Europe--Pogroms. 
Jews--Persecutions--Eastern Europe. 
Prisoners of war. 
World War, 1939-1945--Atrocities--Europe. 
Concentration camps. 
Mass burials. 
 
Geography: 
Eastern Europe--History--German occupation, 1941-1944. 
Ukraine--History--German occupation, 1941-1944. 
Soviet Union--History--German occupation, 1941-1944. 
Belarus--History--German occupation, 1941-1944. 
Poland--History--German occupation, 1939-1945. 
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Lithuania--History--German occupation, 1941-1945. 
Żagań (Poland) 
Kaliningrad (Kaliningradskaia oblast, Russia) 
Tarnopol (Poland) 
Janowska (Concentration camp) 
Nikopol' (Ukraine) 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

Folder Title 
1 Fond 5, opis 1, folder 122; fond 31, opis 51926, folder 3 
2 Fond 5132, opis 63713, folders 2-5 
3 Fond 5132, opis 63714, folders 1-3 
4 Fond 5132, opis 63714, folders 4-10 
5 Fond 5132, opis 63714, folders 12-15 
6 Fond 5132, opis 63715, folder 1 
7 Fond 5132, opis 63716, folders 1-2 
8 Fond 5132, opis 47227, folder 10 
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