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Descriptive summary

Title: Ann Strauss-Salfield collection

Dates: 1938-1990 (bulk 1938-1944)
Accession number: 1996.A.0515 (RG-10.194)
Creator: Strauss-Salfield, Ann, 1922-1996.
Extent: 9 folders

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of Ann Strauss-Salfield (née Schloss),
originally of Stuttgart, Germany. The bulk of the collection consists of correspondence between Ann,
who fled to England in 1939, and her future husband Milton Strauss living in the United States, but also
includes a small amount of biographical material.

Languages: English, German

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Ann Strauss-Salfield collection (1996.A.0515), United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

by Monty J. Strauss and Susie Salfield-Avnery in 1996. Monty and Susie are the children of Ann Strauss-
Salfield.
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Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Adam Fielding, February 2020

Biographical note

Ann Strauss-Salfield (1922-1996) was born Anneliese Babette Schloss on 2 March 1922 in Stuttgart,
Germany to Lini (1896-1929) and Joseph (1888-1937) Schloss. Joseph owned a business selling sausage
casings to butchers. After Lini’s death in 1929 Ann’s father Joseph got remarried to Bella Strassburger
(1895-1942), whom also had a daughter, Margrit (1932-1942). Ann immigrated to England in 1939, and
lived in London while trying to obtain a visa to immigrate to the United States. She was in a long-
distance relationship with Milton Strauss, whom she was distantly related. They began dating before the
war, and corresponded extensively before she received a visa and immigrated to the United States in
early 1944. She settled in New York, and Ann and Milton married on 29 April 1944. They had two sons:
Monty (b. 1945) and Larry (1947-1978). After Milton’s death in 1954, Ann got remarried to Alfred
Salfield (1914-1989) in 1955. They had one daughter, Susie (b. 1957).

Ann’s stepmother and stepsister both perished in the Riga ghetto in 1942.

Milton Strauss (1907-1954) was born on 1 December 1907 in Oberdorf, Germany to Moritz Strauss
(1870-1934) and Rosa Falk (1880-1940). He had three siblings: Berta, Alfred, and Stefan. He emigrated
from Germany to the United States in 1936. His mother left Germany shortly before the start of the war
and arrived in New York on 7 September 1939. He was drafted into the United States Army in 1943. His
siblings Berta and Alfred both survived the Holocaust, but his brother Stefan was deported to the Riga
ghetto where he perished.

Scope and content of collection

The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of Ann Strauss-Salfield (née Schloss), originally
of Stuttgart, Germany. The bulk of the collection consists of correspondence between Ann, who fled to
England in 1939, and her future husband Milton Strauss living in the United States. The correspondence
focuses on their daily lives, but there are frequent discussions of her attempts to get a visa and
immigrate to the United States. Other correspondence includes letters to Ann from her grandmother,
Uncle Moritz, and her stepsister Margrit; and letters to Milton from his brother Alfred and friend Uli.
Biographical material includes Ann’s German birth certificate, a letter from the International Red Cross
regarding Ann’s attempts to locate her stepmother Bella and stepsister Margrit, her 1938 report card, a
poem, marriage announcement for Ann and Milton, and a transcript of an oral history conducted with
Ann in 1990.

System of arrangement
The collection is arranged as two series.

Series 1. Biographical material, 1938-circa 1991
Series 2. Correspondence, 1938-1944

Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents are arranged chronologically.

Indexing terms
Person:
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Strauss-Salfield, Ann, 1922-1996.
Strauss, Milton, 1907-1954.

Corporate:
International Committee of the Red Cross.
United States. Army.

Topical Subject:

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)
Jews--Germany--Stuttgart.

Refugees, Jewish--England--London.

World War, 1939-1945--Veterans--United States.

Geography:
Stuttgart (Germany)
London (England)
New York (N.Y.)

Genre/Form:
Report cards.
Correspondence.
CONTAINER LIST
Series 1. Biographical material, 1938-1990
Folder Title
10of9 Strauss-Salfield, Ann, 1938-1990
Series 2. Correspondence, 1938-1944
Folder Title
20of9 Strauss-Salfield, Ann, 1939-1942
30f9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1938-1939
4 0f 9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1940
50f9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1941
6 of 9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1942
7 of 9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1943
80of9 Strauss-Salfield Ann and Milton Strauss, 1944
90of9 Strauss, Milton, 1941-1942
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