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Abstract: The Henry Landman papers contain biographical materials, “V-mail” letters, emigration and
immigration files, photographs, wartime newspapers and newsletters, World War Il
memorabilia, writings, restitution files, and financial records documenting the Landmann family
from Augsburg, their immigration to the United States, and Henry Landman’s participation in
World War Il and the liberation of his hometown. The papers include a biography of Henry
Landman written by Ralph I. Lopez.
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Acquisition information: Henry Landman donated the Henry Landman papers to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1994, 1995, 1997, and 2004. His son, Richard Landman, and
Ralph Lépez, the author of his biography, are also listed as donors of the biography. Richard and
Lisa Landman donated additional material in March and October 2017. The accessions
previously cataloged as 1994.A.0339, 1995.20, 2004.367, 2017.463.1, and 2017.464.1 have been
incorporated into this collection.

Related archival materials: An oral history interview conducted with Henry Landman on June 25, 1996
that forms part of the USC Shoah Foundation Visual History Archives can be viewed onsite at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Henry Landman also donated a 1917 prayer book
inscribed to his sister, Johanna, which is cataloged as 1997.A.0175.2.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Ferenc Katona, September 2009, Julie Schweitzer, March 2013, revised January 2018

Biographical note

Henry Landman was born Heinz Landmann in Augsburg, Germany, in 1920 to Josef Landmann (1895-
1964) and Regina (Recha) Landmann, née Griinebaum. After Kristallnacht, he and his father were
arrested and imprisoned at Dachau. The family began arranging their immigration to America and
managed to get transferred from the Polish quota to the Russian quota. Josef Landmann left Germany
for the United States via England in early 1939. Regina Landmann sailed directly to the United States
with her daughters, Johanna (Joan, 1922-1970) and Irma (1923-1985), in August, while Henry Landmann
traveled to England in the spring of 1939 and joined his family in November 1939. In January 1943 he
was inducted into the United States Army. He was initially assigned to Company B, 18" Battalion, 8"
Replacement Depot in Oran but then joined the 3™ Infantry Division, 30™" Infantry Regiment, 1%
Battalion, landed in Europe at Anzio, fought in Italy, France, Germany, and Austria, and helped liberate
his hometown of Augsburg on April 28, 1945. He returned to the United States at the end of September
1945 and lived in New York. Josef Landmann’s parents, Gerson and Sofie Landmann, sisters, Rosa
Rodoff and Paula Frydman, and the Rodoff and Frydman families were killed during the Holocaust as
were Regina Landmann’s sisters, Minna Wolf and Else Aretz, and the Aretz family.

Scope and content of collection

The Henry Landman papers contain biographical materials, “V-mail” letters, emigration and immigration
files, photographs, wartime newspapers and newsletters, World War Il memorabilia, writings,
restitution files, and financial records documenting the Landmann family from Augsburg, their
immigration to the United States, and Henry Landman’s participation in World War Il and the liberation
of his hometown.

Biographical materials include birth, immunization, medical, and marriage certificates, school and
military records, and identification papers for Henry Landman, his parents, and his sister. This series
also includes awards, programs, and clippings documenting Henry Landman’s participation in sports
activities and military records documenting his active service in Europe and decorations he received
during World War Il. Also included are receipts for money orders sent to Henry and Josef Landman

https://collections.ushmm.org



https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

while they were imprisoned in Dachau in 1938, lists of Jewish residents of Augsburg deported to
concentration camps, and lists of Henry Landman’s family members killed in concentration camps.

Correspondence files primarily include the “V-mail” letters Henry and his parents exchanged between
the United States, North Africa, and Europe during World War Il. They also include prewar birthday
greetings to his parents, letters from his mother’s sister in Frankfurt, the last letter Henry Landman’s
family received from his grandparents, and photocopies of postwar letters from Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Oberdorfer to Mr. and Mrs. Jungster describing life in Augsburg during the war and the fates of several
of Augsburg’s Jewish residents.

Files documenting the Landmans’ departure from Germany and immigration to the United States
include records regarding Germany’s requirements of the Landman family before exiting Germany and
the United States’ requirements before the Landmans’ immigration. German records document tax
requirements, police registrations, and currency laws. American records document visa requirements,
the Landmans’ transfer from the Polish visa quota to the Russian visa quota, and naturalization
certificates for Henry’s parents. This series also includes letters of recommendation for Henry Landman
and his family.

Photographs depict Henry Landman and his family, American troops, German and Italian cities, and
German synagogues. Three photo albums document the Landmans’ prewar life in Augsburg, Henry’s
participation in sports in Germany, and his military service in World War Il. This series also includes copy
prints of leaflets dropped by Germany on American troops at Anzio and photographs taken from
captured German soldiers in 1945 that depict France after the German invasion and other military and
civilian wartime scenes in Germany, Yugoslavia, and Hungary.

Printed materials include prewar and wartime copies of German and American newspaper, German
newsletters, a regimental history of the Fifth Army’s Italian campaign, and a neo-Nazi leaflet. Some of
the materials are photocopies.

World War Il memorabilia includes leaflets air-dropped by the American and German militaries, a 1943
invitation from the Gauleiter of Salzburg, a program and news clipping from the 1944 Anzio Passover
Seder, and notes of gratitude from liberated French citizens. Henry Landman participated in the Anzio
Seder and picked up the other items while fighting in Europe.

Writings include two articles written by Henry Landman that were published in the Augsburger
Allgemeine Zeitung in 1985 and 1988 and a manuscript for a 1992 biography, A Return Home: The Henry
Landman Story, written by Ralph Lopez based on interviews with Landman.

Restitution files and financial records include correspondence, bank records, and a ledger document the
Landmans’ efforts to recover funds blocked in Germany and to receive restitution for Holocaust losses
and assets held in Switzerland.

System of arrangement
The Henry Landman papers are arranged as eight series:
e Series 1: Biographical materials, 1907-approximately 1990 (bulk 1907-1939)
e Series 2: Correspondence, 1918-approximately 1990 (bulk 1940-1945)
e Series 3: Departure from Germany and immigration to the United States, 1938-1945

https://collections.ushmm.org



https://collections.ushmm.org

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Series 4: Photographs, approximately 1915-1985 (bulk 1935-1945)
Series 5: Printed materials, 1943-approximately 1990 (bulk 1943-1945)
Series 6: World War Il memorabilia, approximately 1943-1945
Series 7: Writings, 1985-1992

e Series 8: Restitution files and financial records, 1936-2003

Indexing terms
Dachau (Concentration camp)

Jewish refugees--Germany--Augsburg.

Jewish refugees--United States.

World War, 1939-1945--Participation, Jewish.
World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--Italy.

World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--France.

World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--Germany.
World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--Austria.

World War, 1939-1945--Personal narratives, Jewish.
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Personal narratives.
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations.

Germany--Emigration and immigration--Government policy--20™" century.
United States--Emigration and immigration--Government policy--20%" century.
Augsburg (Germany)

Anzio (ltaly)

Photographs

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1907-approximately 1990 (bulk 1907-1939)

Box/Folder
1.1 Aretz family, 1995-1996
1.2 Griinebaum, Moses, 1990
1.3 Landmann, Henry, 1920, 1927, 1932, 1938, approximately 1990

1.4-1.5 Landman, Henry, Military service, 1941-1947, 1990 (2 folders)

1.6-1.8 Landmann, Henry, Sports participation, 1934-1938 (3 folders)

1.9 Landmann, Johanna, 1922, 1938

1.10-1.11 | Landmann, Josef, 1907-1919, 1932, 1938-1939, 1944-1950, 1964 (2 folders)

1.12 Landmann, Regina, 1938

1.13 Lists of Holocaust victims related to the Landmann family or from Augsburg,

approximately 1990
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Series 2: Correspondence, 1918-approximately 1990 (bulk 1940-1945)

Box/Folder
1.14 Aretz family, 1940-1941
1.15 Degginger, Ludwig, 1939-1940
1.16 Landmann, Henry, telegrams to his parents, approximately 1943-1944
1.17 Landmann, Joseph and Regina, birthday and engagement greetings, approximately
1918-1931
1.18 Landmann, Joseph, received following immigration, 1939-1941
1.19 Last letter from Henry Landmann’s grandparents, 1940
1.20-1.21 “V-mail” letters #1-157 from Oran, Algeria, 1943-1944 (2 folders)
1.22 “V-mail” letters #158-175 from Caserta, Italy, 1944
2.1-2.2 “V-mail” letters #176-258 from Anzio, Rome, and Naples, Italy, 1944 (2 folders)
2.3 “V-mail” letters #259-288 from Alsace and Colmar, France, 1944
2.4 “V-mail” letters #289-339 from Kaysersberg, Alsace, Colmar, and Nice, France, 1944-
1945
2.5 “V-mail” letters #340-355 from Nuremberg and Augsburg, Germany and Salzburg,
Austria, 1945
2.6-2.10 V-mail to Henry Landman from his family, 1943-1944 (5 folders)
2.11 Special “V-mail” letters with holiday greetings and drawings, 1943-1944
2.12 Photocopies of 1946 letters from Mr. and Mrs. Alex Oberdorfer to Mr. and Mrs.

Jungster, approximately 1990

Series 3: Departure from Germany and immigration to the United States, 1938-1945

Box/Folder
2.13-2.14 | Departure from Germany, 1939-1939 (2 folders)
2.15 Immigration to the United States, 1938-1945
2.16 Letters of recommendation, 1938-1939

Series 4: Photographs, approximately 1915-1985 (bulk 1935-1945)

Box/Folder
2.17 American troops entering Augsburg, 1945
2.18 American troops entering Munich, 1945
2.19 Augsburg, Germany, 1935, 1945, 1985
4.1 Augsburg photo album, 1930s
2.20 Augsburg photo album page, “Entering Augsburg,” April 1945
2.21 “Going Home” after the war, 1945
2.22 Landmann family, approximately 1915-1939
2.23 Landmann, Henry, at captured German airport near Munich, 1945
2.24 Landmann, Johanna, skiing vacation, 1937
2.25 Leaflets dropped by Germany on American troops at Anzio, copy prints, approximately

1943
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2.26 Military service negatives, Africa, Germany, Italy, Austria, 1940s (removed to cold
storage)

5.1 Military service photo album, 1940s

2.27 Photographs confiscated from captured German soldiers in 1945

2.28 Sports, 1930s

6.1 Sports and skiing photo album, 1930s

2.29 Synagogue at Augsburg, approximately 1930s, 1985

2.30 Synagogue at Nuremberg, approximately 1930s

2.31 Uffenheim, Germany, and Sorrento, Italy, approximately 1940-1944

Series 5: Printed materials, 1943-approximately 1990 (bulk 1943-1945)

Box/Folder

2.32 Augsburger Judenanzeiger, photocopy, approximately 1990

0s1 Augsburger National-Zeitung, 1945

2.33 Beachhead News, souvenir edition, 1944

2.34 Bund Heimattreuer Jugend neo-Nazi leaflet, approximately 1964

2.35 Newsletters (1942-1944) by Rabbi Jacob, photocopies, approximately 1990

3.1 Road to Rome: Salerno, Naples, Volturno, Cassino, Anzio, Rome, regimental history with
introductory remarks by Mark W. Clark., approximately 1945

0Ss?2 Stars and Stripes, several issues, 1943-1945

0S3 The Sun, 1945

0S4 The Third Division. Front Line, 1944-1945

0S5 Die Wacht: Nachrichten einer Armee, 1944

3.2 Clippings, approximately 1943-1945

0Ss7 English map of France and Germany, with Henry Landman’s route marked, approximately
1945

0S8 German map of Neuf-Brisach, France, 1944 and Newton Stewart, Scotland, 1941

Series 6: World War Il memorabilia, approximately 1943-1945

Box/Folder
33 Invitation from Salzburg Gauleiter, 1943
3.4 Leaflets dropped by Germany, approximately 1944-1945
35 Leaflet dropped by the United States, 1944
3.6 Notes of gratitude from liberated French people, 1944
3.7 Passover Seder program from Anzio, 1944

Series 7: Writings, 1985-1992

Box/Folder
3.8 Articles for the Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung by Henry Landman, 1985, 1988 (2
0S6 folders)
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3.9-3.10 | Biography, A Return Home: The Henry Landman Story, by Ralph |. Lépez, 1992 (2 folders) ‘

Series 8: Restitution files and financial records, 1936-2003

Folder

3.11 Bayerische Creditbank, 1949-1952

3.12 Bayerische Staatsbank, 1950-1958

3.13 Deutsche Banks, Filiale Augsburg, 1939-1940

3.14 Hessische Bank, 1951

3.15 Landman, Joseph, bank ledger, 1936-1939

3.16 Swiss Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation, 1997-2003

3.17 Weisbecker, Willie, 1950-1951

3.18 Miscellaneous financial records, 1939, 1949-1953
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