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Descriptive Summary
Title: Szamek family collection

Dates: circa 1892-1968 (bulk dates: circa 1892-1941)
Accession number: 1998.94

Creator: Szamek family (Budapest, Hungary)

Extent: 0.1 linear foot (7 folders, 1 oversized folder)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Szamek family collection relates to the pre-war experiences of the Szamek family in
Budapest, Hungary. The collection contains studio portraits and informal photographs. Also included are
financial receipts addressed to Isidore Szamek, 1920-1922, as well as watercolor artwork and an
illustrated poem created by Isidore Szamek. The artwork was sent to Szamek’s stepdaughter, Mary
Rosenberg, after she immigrated to the United States in 1914.

Languages: Hungarian, English
Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Szamek family collection (1998.94), United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Faye Baron donated the Szamek family collection to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1998.

Separated materials: Faye Baron also donated a drawing of Geszler Odon by Laszlo Szamek (1998.94.39)
to the Museum.
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Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Katelynn Vance, January 2019

Biographical note

The Szamek family resided in Budapest, Hungary. Rosalia Rosenberg was born on May 16, 1870 in
Pozsony, Hungary. In 1890, she married an artist named Isidor Rosenberg. Their daughter Mariska
(Mary) Rosenberg was born on November 20, 1891. Shortly after his daughter’s birth, Isidor died. By
1892 Rosalia remarried another artist named Isidore Szamek, who specialized in creating stained glass
windows and murals for public buildings. Together they had eight children: Berta (b. May 28, 1895), Sari
(b. March 7, 1897), Juliska (b. April 11, 1899), Elizabeth (Bozsi, b. February 4, 1901), Ethel (b. September
3, 1903), Jolan (b. February 8, 1906), Llonka (b. March 3, 1909), and Laszlo (b. October 14, 1914).

On December 31, 1911 Mariska (Mary) Rosenberg marries Janos Juhasz. Their only son died at the age
of three months. Afterwards, Mariska left Janos, who was a womanizer and alcoholic, and returned to
living with her parents. In 1914, Mariska changed her name to Mary and immigrated to the United
States. Mary Rosenberg arrived in New York on June 15, 1914. She obtained a divorce from Janos via
proxy and on April 18, 1921 she married Martin Kepesh (born Kepecs). Martin was born on December
28, 1883 in Kisulak, Hungary. Mary had agreed to marry Kepesh after he promised to assist her sisters in
immigrating to the United States. A year into their marriage, he reneged on his promise and as a result
several of her family members were caught up in the Holocaust. In 1925, their daughter, Fannie Hermina
Kepesh was born. Fannie later legally changed her name to Faye Baron.

The fate of the extended Szamek family is largely unknown. Prior to the war, Berta Szamek had a
daughter Emma; llonka had a daughter Margaret; and Juliska had a son. On October 15, 1941, Laszlo
Szamek married a woman named Magda. They both survived the Holocaust and eventually had a son,
Laszlo Jr.

Scope and content of collection

The Szamek family collection relates to the pre-war experiences of the Szamek family in Budapest,
Hungary. The collection contains studio portraits and informal photographs. Also included are financial
receipts addressed to Isidore Szamek, 1920-1922, as well as watercolor artwork and an illustrated poem
created by Szamek. The artwork was sent to Szamek’s stepdaughter, Mary Rosenberg, after she
immigrated to the United States in 1914.

Financial materials in the collection issued to Isidore Szamek includes a Food Draft / Receipt for one
package equivalent to $10 from the American Relief Administration, Budapest, Hungary, March 8, 1920;
two checks, December 7, 1920, March 4, 1921; and two receipts for financial transactions by Isidore
Szamek, December 8, 1921, October 21, 1922.

Photographs of the Szamek Family include the portraits of Faye Baron’s great-grandparents, circa 1893;
a group photograph of the Szamak family with Mary Rosenberg standing on far left, circa 1906; a studio
portrait of Elizabeth Szamek, 1929; a group photograph of five men and one woman standing in a
doorway, Isidore Szamek (2nd from left); three unidentified children, Faye Baron’s cousins, holding toys,
March 2, 1933; Juliska Szamek standing next to her son in a doorway, August 27, 1938; and a group
photograph of the Szamek family, October 15, 1941.
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Photographs of Rosalia Rosenberg Szamek (b. 1870) include two portraits of Rosalia and Isidore Szamek,
1892, 1922; a portrait of Isidore Szamek, undated; Rosalia and her son Laszlo, circa 1922-1923; two
informal photographs of Rosalia, 1933, 1935; Rosalia with her daughter llonka and granddaughter
Margaret, April 22, 1940; and a group photograph of Rosalia, her daughters and grandchildren, undated.

Photographs of Berta Szamek, include three studio portraits of Berta Szamek taken in Budapest,
Hungary, 1919-1923; a studio portrait of Berta and her daughter Emma, June 24, 1923; and Berta and
Emma standing in bathing suits at the beach with an unidentified woman, undated.

Photographs of Mary Kepesh (née Rosenberg, 1891-1961) includes a photograph of Rosalia Szamek
holding her daughter Mary, circa 1891-1892; three studio portraits of Mary, 1919-1925; and a
photograph of Mary and a friend, Sadie Feigenbaum, circa 1920-1921.

Photographs of Laszlo Szamek include Laszlo Szamek, June 5, 1934; a wedding photograph of Laszlo and
Magda Szamek, Budapest, Hungary, October 15, 1941; two family photograph of Laszlo, Magda, and
Laszlo Jr., July 7, 1958, August 12, 1968.

The collection also includes two photographs of Martin Kepesh, Mary Rosenberg’s second husband,
circa 1900s.

The collection includes two pieces of artwork created by Isidore Szamek which were sent to his
stepdaughter Mary Rosenberg, who lived in the United States. The first piece is a watercolor drawing of
flowers on a pedestal with a landscape in the background and was created by Isidore Szamek while he
was serving in World War I. This item includes a caption written by Szamek in German, circa 1914-1918.
The second piece is an illustrated poem “Mariskanknak” [Little Mary] written in Hungarian and is
illustrated with a border of watercolor flowers, June 19, 1921. This was sent to Mary Rosenberg in
celebration of her marriage to Martin Kepesh.
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System of arrangement

The Szamek family collection is organized three series:
e Series 1: Financial Materials, 1920-1922
e Series 2: Photographs, circa 1893-1968
e Series 3: Artwork, circa 1914-1921

Indexing terms
People:

Feigenbaum, Sadie.
Kepesh, Martin, 1883-
Kepesh, Mary, 1891-1961.
Lawyulk, Berta, 1895-
Szamek, Elizabeth, 1901-
Szamek, Emma.

Szamek, llonka.

Szamek, Isidore, 1870-
Szamek, Jr., Laszlo.
Szamek, Juliska, 1899-
Szamek, Laci.

Szamek, Laszlo, 1914-
Szamek, Magda.
Szamek, Rosalia, 1870-

Topics:
Budapest (Hungary)--History--1872-1945.
Children.
Family.
Holocaust survivors.
Holocaust victims.
Wedding.
World War, 1939-1945.

Geography:
Hungary.
Budapest (Hungary)

Gene / Form:
Photographs.
Poetry.
Receipts.
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CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Financial Materials, 1920-1922

Box / Folder

Title

1of7

Receipts, 1920-1922

Series 2: Photographs, circa 1893-1968

Box / Folder Title
20of7 Szamek family, circa 1893-1941
30of7 Rosalia Rosenberg Szamek, circa 1891-1940
4 of 7 Mary Rosenberg, circa 1891-1925
50f7 Berta Szamek, 1919-1923
6 of 7 Laszlo Szamek, circa 1922-1968
7 of 7 Martin Kepesh, circa 1900s

Series 3: Artwork, circa 1914-1921

Box / Folder

Title

0S1

Artwork, circa 1914-1921
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