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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Eugen and Helene Cohn papers 
 
Dates:  1939-1942 
 
Accession number:  1998.A.0040.2 
 
Creator: Cohn, Eugen, 1884-1953 
 
Additional creator: Cohn, Helene, 1883-1971 
 
Extent:   0.2 linear foot (2 folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Eugen and Helene Cohn papers include correspondence and certificates documenting the 
couple’s health and status as refugees and internees in France following their return to Europe aboard 
the MS St. Louis, their efforts to gather the necessary documentation to emigrate to Cuba via Portugal, 
and their departure for Cuba aboard the SS Nyassa.  
 
Languages:  French, Spanish, German 
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Acquisition information:  Gunter Cohn donated the Eugen and Helene Cohn papers to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1998.  The accessions formerly cataloged as 1998.A.0040 and 
1998.A.0041 have been incorporated into this collection.   
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, February 2019 
 
 
Biographical note 
Eugen Cohn (1884-1953) was born in Berlin, Germany. He married Helene Mashan Cohn in 1910.  The 
couple attempted to immigrate to Cuba aboard the MS St. Louis in 1940, but the ship was returned to 
Europe. They disembarked in France, and Eugen was interned at St. Cyprien and Gurs. The couple 
continued to pursue immigration to Cuba and finally sailed there via Portugal aboard the SS Nyassa in 
early 1942.  
 
Helene Mashan Cohn (1883-1971) was born in Königs-Wusterhausen Germany. She married Eugen Cohn 
in Berlin in 1910. The couple attempted to immigrate to Cuba aboard the MS St. Louis in 1940, but he 
ship was returned to Europe. They disembarked in France, but continued to pursue immigration to 
Cuba, and finally sailed there via Portugal aboard the SS Nyassa in early 1942. Helene died in Florida in 
1971. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Eugen and Helene Cohn papers include correspondence and certificates documenting the couple’s 
health and status as refugees and internees in France following their return to Europe aboard the MS St. 
Louis, their efforts to gather the necessary documentation to emigrate to Cuba via Portugal, and their 
departure for Cuba aboard the SS Nyassa.  
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Eugen and Helene Cohn papers are arranged as a single series. 
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