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Descriptive summary
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Creator: Perlmutter, Martin
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Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
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Abstract: The Martin Perlmutter papers contain biographical materials and photographs documenting
Perlmutter’s time in Italy with his wife, primarily in the Bari displaced persons camp, after World
War Il before their immigration to the United States. Many of the photographs depict
demonstrations at the camp against British Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin and restrictive
Palestine immigration policies.

Languages: English, Hebrew, Italian, French

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Martin Perlmutter papers, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Martin Perlmutter donated the Martin PerlImutter papers to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1999.
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Related archival materials: A photograph of Martin Perlmutter can be found through the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Photo Archives, cataloged as number 04091. An oral history
interview with Martin Perlmutter dated March 6, 1995, which forms part of the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute Visual History Archive, can be accessed onsite at the Museum.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, December 2012

Biographical note

Martin Perlmutter (1918-2005) was born Maier Margulies Perlmutter to a Polish family while they were
evacuated to Boskovice, Czechoslovakia, during World War Il. His parents were Jakob and Dora
Perlmutter. In 1921 the family returned to Saséw, Poland, which was occupied by the Soviet Union in
1939. He was drafted into the Soviet army in 1941, survived the battle of Smolensk against the invading
German forces, escaped a prisoner transport, and walked home to Saséw, which was then occupied by
the Germans. He spent time in the concentration camps at Saséw, Zloczow, Lackie Wielkie, and
Lemberg-Janowskastrasse before escaping again and hiding in the woods near Jasiondw, Poland. He
married his first wife, Dora Safier Perlmutter (1925-1950) in 1945, and the couple spent twenty two
months in the displaced persons camp at Bari before immigrating to the United States in November
1947.

Scope and content of collection

The Martin Perlmutter papers contain biographical materials and photographs documenting
Perlmutter’s time in Italy with his wife, primarily in the Bari displaced persons camp, after World War Il
before their immigration to the United States. Many of the photographs depict camp demonstrations
against British Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin and restrictive Palestine immigration policies.

Biographical materials include identification papers and travel papers documenting the displaced
persons status of Martin and Dora Perlmutter and their immigration to the United States. Documents
include immigration and naturalization records; displaced person, camp, and Red Cross identification
papers; a letter from Perlmutter’s cousin, also named Martin Perlmutter; receipts documenting the
couple’s passage to New York; and vaccination records.

Photographs depict scenes in Santa Maria di Leuca, Italy and at the displaced persons camp in Bari, Italy.
They document camp life; demonstrations against British Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin and restrictive
Palestine immigration policies; the chief rabbi of Israel’s visit to the camp; and sports events at the
camp.
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System of arrangement

The Martin Perlmutter papers are arranged in two series:
e Series 1: Biographical materials, 1945-1948
e Series 2: Photographs, 1945-1947

Indexing terms
Bevin, Ernest, 1881-1951

Holocaust survivors — Italy.
Jewish refugees — Poland.
Jewish refugees — Italy — Bari.
Refugee camps — Italy — Bari.
Demonstrations — Italy — Bari.
Jews, Polish.

Bari (ltaly)
Sasiv (Ukraine)

United States — Emigration and immigration — History — 20" century.

Photographs

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical Materials, 1945-1948

Box Folder

1 Perlmutter, Dora, 1948

Perlmutter, Martin, ldentification Papers, 1945-1947

N S T '

2
3 Perlmutter, Martin, Immigration, 1945-1947
4 Perlmutter, Martin, Vaccination Records, 1947

Series 2: Photographs, 1945-1947

Box Folder

5 Bari Displaced Persons Camp and Marina di Leuca, 1946-1947

Demonstrations at Bari Displaced Persons Camp, 1945-1947

N S T '

6
7 Rabbi Herzog’s Visit to Bari Displaced Persons Camp, 1947
8 Sports at Bari Displaced Persons Camp, 1946-1947
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