
1 
 

PICK FAMILY PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION, circa 1912-1946 
1999.282.13 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives 
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW 

Washington, DC  20024-2126 
Tel. (202) 479-9717 

e-mail: reference@ushmm.org 
 
Descriptive Summary 
Title: Pick family photograph collection 
 
Dates: circa 1912-1946 
 
Catalog number: 1999.282.13 
 
Creator: Pick, George, 1934-  
 
Extent: 1 folder 
 
Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Pick family photograph collection consists of photographs of the Pick family of Budapest, 
Hungary, and the Kornhauser family and their friends before the war and immediately following World 
War II.  
 
Languages: Hungarian, Hebrew, German 
 
 
Administrative Information  
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item) Pick family photograph collection (1999.282.13), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 
 
Acquisition information: George Pick donated the Pick family photograph collection to the United State 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1999 and 2003. These were assigned the accession numbers 1999.282.1 
and 2003.442.1. These have been unified under the catalog number 1999.282.13. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
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Related materials: The museum’s object collection contains a small suitcase used by the Pick family, a 
Hungarian Jewish family while living in hiding, March 1944-Janaury 1945 (1999.282.2); dried flowers 
kept within a memorial book saved by a Hungarian Jewish family while in hiding (1999.282.3.1); a pair of 
shoes bought by Istvan Pick when he received his summons for forced labor, 1943 (2003.442.3a-b); and 
a 1942 Hungarian Jewish calendar saved by Hungarian Jewish family (1999.282.10). The museum’s 
collection also includes the publications: Kegyelet (1999.282.3); Emlékezések könyve (1999.282.4); 
Ararát évkönyv zsidó Magyar almanach (1999.282.6); A Magyar zsidóság száz év elótt (1999.282.7); 
Ararát Magyar zsidó évkönyv (1999.282.9); Mirjam: imádságok zsidó nök számára (1999.282.11); and 
Magyarra forditott imakonyv izraelitak szamara (1999.282.12a-b).  
 
The photo archives collection also includes photographs related to the Pick and Kornhauser families.  
 
Processing history:  Katelynn Vance, August 2019 
 
 
Biographical note  
György (George Pick) was born March 28, 1934 in Budapest, Hungary. He was the only child of middle 
class Jewish parents. György’s father, Istvan, was an engineer responsible for producing hydraulic grape 
presses for wineries. His mother, Margit Pick (née Kornhauser), worked as a legal secretary. The Pick 
family could trace its history in the Austro-Hungarian Empire back 230 years, and György had many close 
relatives in the city.  
 
In the 1930s, Hungary’s authoritarian government pushed the country into close alignment with Nazi 
Germany. Hitler’s speeches were broadcast on the radio, and even though György could not understand 
German, he was disturbed by the anger he heard in the dictator’s voice. Hungary’s anti-Jewish laws were 
passed between 1938 and 1941. Modeled after Germany’s Nuremberg Laws they defined Jews in racial 
terms, excluded Jews from various professions, and severely restricted their participation in economic 
life. As a result, György parents lost their jobs.  
 
In 1940, Hungary officially allied itself with the Axis powers. György’s father was conscripted into a labor 
battalion and sent to the newly annexed territory of Ruthenia, where he was forced to build roads for 
the military. He was released after three months, but was reconscripted in 1943 and again in 1944. 
György attended school until March 1944, when German troops occupied Hungary.  
 
In mid-May 1944, the Hungarian authorities, in coordination with the German Security Police, began to 
systematically deport the Hungarian Jews. In less than two months, nearly 440,000 Jews were deported 
from Hungary. Most were deported to Auschwitz, but thousands were also sent to the border with 
Austria to be deployed at digging fortification trenches. By the end of July 1944, the only Jewish 
community left in Hungary was that of Budapest, the capital.  
 
In June, the Picks, along with other Jews in the capital, had to move into special buildings marked with 
yellow stars, and all of their belongings were confiscated. That October, the Hungarian fascists, known 
as the Arrow Cross Party, took power, and began to depart the remaining Jews to various concentration 
camps. György’s father was able to save the family from deportation by hiding them in a vacant building 
disguised as a uniform factory. A month later, they, along with the 160 to 170 Jews hiding there were 
discovered. György was placed in a Red Cross orphanage with 500 other children, but he soon escaped 
and returned to his family. He later learned that the children who had remained in the orphanage were 
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killed. Two weeks after this incident, the Picks were sent to the Ghetto in Budapest. György and his 
family remained there during the final siege of the city which lasted from December through January.  
 
In January 1945, the Ghetto was liberated by Soviet troops. Approximately 130 of György’s relatives had 
been killed at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. After the war, György remained in Hungary, 
where he earned a degree in engineering. In 1956, he came to the United States as a refugee. He earned 
his Ph.D. in 1965, and then worked for the United States Navy as an aerospace engineer until his 
retirement in 1995. He and his wife, Leticia Flores Pick, live in Arlington, Virginia.  
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Pick family photograph collection consists of photographs of the Pick family of Budapest, Hungary, 
and the Kornhauser family, and their friends before and immediately following World War II. The images 
include both victims and survivors of the Holocaust. The photographs also include images of George Pick 
with his preschool class, first and second grade class photographs taken at the Jewish Boys’ Orphanage 
School in Budapest, a group photograph taken at the wedding of Dr. Jozsef Szalai, two pictures of a 
Hungarian Jewish labor battalion constructing a road in Cluj (now Cluj-Napoca, Romania) and a group 
photograph of a postwar reunion of Hungarian Jewish survivors in Budapest, 1946.  
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Pick family photograph collection is arranged in a single series.  
 
Series 1: Photographs, circa 1912-1946 
 
 
Indexing terms 
People:  
Fodor, Magda 
Gyarto, Erzsebet. 
Halmos, Gabor 
Halmos, Ilona. 
Kormos, Imre. 
Kornhauser, Aranka. 
Kornhauser, Klara. 
Kornhauser, Endre. 
Kornhauser, Janos. 
Kornhauser, Lily. 
Kornhauser, Malvina. 
Kornhauser, Palne, 1890-? 
Kornhauser, Regina. 
Kornhauser, Tamas. 
Pick, George.  
Pick, Istvan. 
Pick, Jeno. 
Pick, Jolan. 
Pick, Margit Kornhauser. 
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Ritcher, Rozsa. 
Sarsoi, Judit. 
Szalai, Agnes. 
Szalai, Jozsef. 
 
Topics: 
Forced labor--1940-1950. 
Jews--Hungary--Budapest. 
School children--Hungary--Budapest. 
Soldiers--Hungarian. 
 
Geography: 
Budapest (Hungary) 
Hungary.  
 
Genre / Form:  
Photographs. 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Series 1: Photographs, circa 1912-1946 

Folders: Titles: 
1 of 1 Pick family photographs, circa 1912-1946  
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