http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

MARGARET KLEIN GOETZ FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE, 1940-1944
1999.A.0091

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW
Washington, DC 20024-2126
Tel. (202) 479-9717
e-mail: reference@ushmm.org

Descriptive summary

Title: Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence
Dates: 1940-1944

Accession number: 1999.A.0091

Creator: Margaret Klein Goetz family

Extent: 0.5 linear foot (7 folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence consists primarily of letters, telegrams, and
postcards to Margaret Klein from her parents and sister in Heidelberg and then Gurs, Les Milles,
Nexon, and Masseube. The correspondence documents the family’s efforts to immigrate to the
United States, money and parcels received by the family members in the camps through Quaker
and Swiss relief agencies and an uncle in Switzerland, daily camp life, and news of family
members and friends. Additional letters and postcards are addressed from Heinrich Klein in
Masseube, Gurs, Noé, and le Vernet to Dr. H. Zernik, who continued to provide aid.

Languages: German, English
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Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
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Acquisition information: Margaret Klein Goetz donated the Margaret Klein Goetz family
correspondence to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1999.

Related material: An oral history interview with Margaret Klein Goetz dated February 8, 1996, which
forms part of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute Visual History Archive, can be accessed onsite
at the Museum.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, January 2013

Biographical note

Margaret Klein Goetz (1909-2010) was born in Heidelberg to Heinrich Klein (1876-approximately 1944),
a hops and tobacco merchant, and Melanie Sondheimer Klein (1883-approximately 1942). She studied
chemistry in Berlin and immigrated to America in 1936, where she stayed with relatives in Buffalo
before finding work near Detroit. Her parents and her sister Hilde (1914-approximately 1942) were
deported from Heidelberg to the concentration camp at Gurs in October 1940. Heinrich Klein was then
transferred to Les Milles, Rivesaltes, Nexon, Masseube, back to Gurs, Noé, and le Vernet. Melanie and
Hilde Klein are believed to have been transported to Auschwitz in September 1942 and Heinrich Klein in
June 1944. Goetz's other sister, Lotte Malz (1915- ), had emigrated to Palestine in 1935. Goetz
eventually moved to Los Angeles and married Richard Goetz (1884-1974), whom she had met in Detroit.

Scope and content of collection

The Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence consists primarily of letters, telegrams, and postcards
to Margaret Klein from her parents and sister in Heidelberg and then Gurs, Les Milles, Nexon, and
Masseube. The correspondence documents the family’s efforts to immigrate to the United States,
money and parcels received by the family members in the camps through Quaker and Swiss relief
agencies and an uncle in Switzerland, daily camp life, and news of family members and friends.
Additional letters and postcards are addressed from Heinrich Klein in Masseube, Gurs, Noé, and le
Vernet to Dr. H. Zernik, who continued to provide aid.

System of arrangement
The Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence is arranged as a single series:
e Series 1: Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence, 1940-1944

Indexing terms
Gurs (Concentration camp)

Les Milles (Concentration camp)
Rivesaltes (Concentration camp)
Nexon (Concentration camp)
Masseube (Concentration camp)
Noé (Concentration camp)

Le Vernet (Concentration camp)
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Concentration camps — France.

Jews — Germany — History — 1933-1945.
Jews — France — History — 20" century.
Holocaust victims’ families.

France — History — German occupation, 1940-1945.
United States — Emigration and immigration — Government policy — 20" century.
CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Margaret Klein Goetz family correspondence, 1940-1944

Box Folder
1 1 1940
1 2-5 1941 (4 folders)
1 6 1942
1 7 1943-1944
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