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Abstract: The Nicolas Weill papers consist of copies of court documents, evidentiary documents, press
clippings, printed materials, and research files pertaining to Maurice Papon, secretary general of
the Gironde prefecture under the Vichy regime, investigations into his collaboration in the

deportation of Jews from Gironde during the Holocaust, and his 1997-1998 trial.
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Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Related materials: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s library also holds copies of several
books on Holocaust history and anti-Semitism in France written, translated, reviewed, or with
contributions by Nicolas Weill.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, April 2013
Biographical note

Nicolas Weill (1957-) is a French journalist who has worked for Le Monde since 1995 and has written
several books and articles about the history of anti-Semitism in France.

Scope and content of collection

The Nicolas Weill papers consist of copies of court documents, evidentiary documents, press clippings,
printed materials, and research files pertaining to Maurice Papon, secretary general of the Gironde
prefecture under the Vichy regime, investigations into his collaboration in the deportation of Jews from
Gironde during the Holocaust, and his 1997-1998 trial.

Court documents include copies of the indictment against Papon, hearing schedules, lists of parties
involved, interventions, and arguments made by attorneys for the prosecution.

Evidentiary documents include photocopies of official records dating from the 1940s used to
demonstrate Papon’s complicity with deportations.

Press clippings include photocopies of Le Monde articles about Papon from 1954 until the beginning of
the trial, copies of Le Monde articles narrating the trial, and clippings and photocopies of articles from
other sources discussing Papon, the trial, or related matters.

Printed materials include publications or photocopies of publications about Papon, his trial, the Vichy
regime, anti-Semitism in France, and the Holocaust.

Research files include copies of reports and subject files related to Papon, the Vichy regime, and the
deportations, and information gathered and analyzed during the trial preparation and through the
course of the trial itself. This series also includes two articles by Nicolas Weill and three interviews he
conducted with lawyers and a trial witness. This files further includes one 1965 photograph showing an
unidentified street scene involving officials, police, and representatives of Holocaust victims’ groups, and
three color photocopies of courtroom scene sketches by Noelle Herrenschmidt.
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System of arrangement
The Nicolas Weill papers are arranged as five series:
e Series 1: Court documents, 1991-1998
e Series 2: Evidentiary documents, 1990s
e Series 3: Press, 1990s
e Series 4: Printed materials, 1988-1998
e Series 5: Research files, 1965-1998 (bulk 1990s)

Indexing terms
Papon, Maurice, 1910-2007 — Trials, litigation, etc.

Trials (Crimes against humanity) — France — Bordeaux (Aquitaine).
Jews — Persecutions — France.
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) — France — Bordeaux (Aquitaine).

War crime trials — France — Bordeaux (Aquitaine).

Bordeaux (Aquitaine, France)

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Court documents, 1991-1998

Box Folder
1 1 Closing argument by Arno Klarsfeld, 1998
1 2 Closing argument by Michel Zaoui, 1998
1 3 Indictment, 1996
1 4 Intervention by Marc Robert, 1997
1 5 Lists of lawyers and parties, 1997
1 6 Elements of Papon’s interrogation, by Marc Robert, 1997
1 7 Motion against Serge and Arno Klarsfeld for defamation, 1998
1 8 Note from Marc Robert regarding René Bousquet, 1991
1 9 Provisional schedule of hearings, 1997
1 10 Provisional schedule of hearings, 1998
1 11 Rejection of Papon’s clemency appeal, 1997

Series 2: Evidentiary documents, 1990s

Box Folder

1 12 Arrests and deportations, 1942-1945, 1990s

1 13 August 1942 convoy documents, 1990s

1 14 Documents related to the testimony of Michel Berges, 1990s

2 1 July 1942 convoy documents, 1990s

2 2 Klarsfeld dossier on Puntous, Bonhomme, and Techoueyres, 1990s
2 3 Purging the government of non-loyalists, 1990s
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Union Générale des Israélites de France, 1990s

Miscellaneous, 1990s

Series 3: Press, 1990s

Box Folder
2 6-14 Papon in Le Monde, 1954-1997, 1990s (9 folders)
3 1-5 Papon in Le Monde, 1954-1997, 1990s (5 folders)
3 6-10 Papon trial in Le Monde, 1997-1998 (5 folders)
3 11-12 | Miscellaneous, 1990s (2 folders)

Series 4: Printed materials, 1988-1998

Box Folder

3 13 Adrien Marquet devant la Haute Cour, by Robert Dufourg, 1990s

3 14 “L’affaire Papon: Une documentation établie par Serge Klarsfeld,” 1990s

3 15 Bulletin de liaison des Fils et Filles des Déportés Juifs de France, 1998

3 16 “La déportation des Juifs de Bordeaux, 1942-1944,” 1988

3 17 “L’épuration de la police parisienne en 1944-1945” by Jean-Marc Berliere,
1996

3 18 L’ére des responsables, by Maurice Papon, 1990s

4 1 Fonctionnaire sous I'occupation: Présentation du dossier de Maurice Papon,
by Jean-Marc Varaut, 1993

4 2 “Un grand movement préfectoral (Episode de la Resistance),” by Michel
Debré, 1990s

4 3 “Vichy savait: ‘C’est la France qui, avec I'Allemagne, persécute le plus les

Juifs,”” by Adam Rayski, 1997

Series 5: Research files, 1965-1998 (bulk 1990s)

Box Folder
4 4 Addresses and contact information, 1990s
4 5 “L’affaire Papon et la presse” by Véronica Piva, 1997
4 6 Amouroux, Henri, 1997
4 7 Carmille, René, 1996-1997
4 8 Cohen, Joseph, Chief Rabbi of Bordeaux, 1967, 1993-1998
4 9 “Le Conseil d’Etat et le régime de Vichy,” by Jean Massot, 1998
4 10 Correspondence, 1997-1998
4 11 “Défense de Maurice Papon,” 1990s
4 12 Deportation of children, 1990s
4 13 Documents provided by Arno Klarsfeld, 1990s
4 14 Interviews with Michel Berges, Henry Rousso, and Michel Zaoui, 1997-1998
4 15 Klarsfeld, Serge, 1990s
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4 16 Knowledge about the fate of Jews, 1990s

4 17 Lists of victims and officials, 1990s

4 18 Notes and summaries about evidentiary documents, 1990s

4 19 “La notion de crime contre I’humanité a la lumiére du proces de Maurice
Papon,” by Nicolas Weill, 1998

4 20 Papon trial sketches by Noélle Herrenschmidt, 1997-1998

4 21 Photograph, 1965

4 22 “Préfecture Loiret sous WW2,” by Nicolas Weill, 1998

4 23 Press in the Gironde, 1942, 1990s

4 24 Response by Michel Berges, 1990s

4 25 Statements by Maurice Papon, 1990s

4 26 Miscellaneous, 1990s
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