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Descriptive Summary 
Title: Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection 
 
Dates: 1918-2005  
 
Catalog number: 2000.421.2 
 
Creator: Goldfarb, Rachel, 1930- 
 
Extent: 1 box  
 
Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection relates to the wartime and postwar experiences of 
Rachel and Dina Mutterperl, Harvey Goldfarb, and a family friend, Berel Rostein. 
 
Languages: Yiddish, Hebrew, German, English 
 
Administrative Information  
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection (2000.421.2), United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 
 
Acquisition information: Rachel Mutterperl Goldfarb donated the Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection 
to the United State Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2000, 2010, 2015. These donations were assigned 
the following accession numbers: 2000.421.1; 2010.429; 2015.408.1. The Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb 
collection is unified under the catalog record number 2000.421.2. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Related materials: The Museum has several oral history interviews with Rachel Mutterperl Goldfarb 
created on September 5, 1991 (RG-50.030.0082); May 20, 1997 (1997.A.0417 / RG-50.106.0066); July 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



2 
 

24, 2013 (RG-50.999.0444); June 11, 2014 (RG-50.999.0475); August 5, 2015 (RG-50.999.0535); June 29, 
2016 (RG-50.999.0570); April 13, 2017 (RG-50.999.0593).  
 
Several photographs of Rachel Mutterperl Goldfarb are also found in the Photo Archives collection. 
These include photograph numbers 63428, 63425, 63449, 822498, 63446, 63432, 63434, 63447, 63448. 
 
Processing history:  Katelynn Vance, July 2019 
 
Biographical note  
Rachel Mutterperl was born to Beryl and Dina Mutterperl on December 2, 1930 in Dokszyce, Poland 
(present day: Dokšycy, Belarus). Dokszyce was three miles from the Soviet Union border with a 
population of around 5,000; half of the inhabitants were Jewish. Beryl Mutterperl (d. 1937) was a 
businessman who brought cattle and farm products to export to Germany or see to the nearby Polish 
border garrison. Dina owned a thriving fabric store. Rachel’s brother, Shlomo Mutterperl, was three 
years younger. The Mutterperls lived in the center of town and their businesses were attached to the 
house and fronted the street, with a large warehouse in the back.  
 
On September 17, 1939, the Soviet Union invaded eastern Poland and Soviet troops occupied Dokszyce. 
Life for the Mutterperls changed drastically when the Soviet authorities nationalized the family 
businesses and banned religious schools. Rachel and other Jewish children had to attend Soviet public 
schools. Beryl became ill and died in 1937 after delivering products to Germany. Following the German 
invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, German troops over ran Dokszyce and the town came 
under Nazi rule. In July 1941, German authorities required the Mutterperls and other Jewish families to 
wear yellow badges on the front and back of their garments to identity them as Jews, and designated a 
small section of Dokszyce near the synagogue as the Jewish ghetto. It was separated from the rest of the 
town by walls and barbed wire. German authorities forced several families to live in a single room; food 
quickly became scarce.  
 
When German SS and police began mass killings of the Jews in Dokszyce in 1942, Rachel and her family 
went into hiding, concealing themselves in a double wall between the back of the family home and their 
former business warehouse. They stayed in their hiding place for over a week before supplies ran out. 
One night just before the final liquidation, Dina, Rachel, and Shlomo were able to escape from the 
ghetto. After Dina and her children crossed the Berezina River, a farmer agreed to hide Shlomo, while 
Dina and Rachel hid at the edge of the village until nightfall. Dina and Rachel were helped by a Polish 
woman, who allowed them to stay in her house. While there, Dina received word that the Germans had 
discovered and killed Shlomo and had severely beaten the farmer who had sheltered him. Knowing they 
were no longer safe in the village, mother and daughter made their way to the ghetto in Glebokie, 
where they lived with family friends. When Dina and Rachel were both assigned to perform forced labor 
outside the ghetto walls, it provided another opportunity for escape.   
 
Dina joined a group of partisans, who had formed in the forest outside Glebokie. Dina became the cook 
for the partisan group and Rachel was her assistant. Expecting the partisans to be effective against the 
Germans, the Soviets supplied the groups from the air beginning in 1943. In late summer of 1944, Dina 
and Rachel marched with the partisans to the Soviet lines. After being liberated by the Soviets, mother 
and daughter returned to Glebokie, but experienced widespread and overt antisemitism from the 
townspeople. Dina was able to find work as a railroad worker, traveling behind the Soviet front lines to 
repair water towers that had been destroyed by the retreating Germans. Dina and Rachel then made 
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their way to Lublin, where other Jewish survivors were gathered to receive help. They then left Poland 
for Italy where they stayed in the Santa Cearea and Bari displaced persons’ camps.  
 
In 1947, Rachel and Dina immigrated to the United States with sponsorship and support from Beryl’s 
sister. Rachel married Harvy Goldfarb, a Holocaust survivor and Korean War veteran, in June 1952. They 
have two children, Lynn and Barry. Rachel was a real estate agent for 30 years and now volunteers at 
the Museum.  
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection relates to the wartime and postwar experiences of Rachel 
and Dina Mutterperl, Harvey Goldfarb, and a family friend, Berel Rostein. The collection consists of 
identification and naturalization documents for Dina Mutterperl and Rachel Mutterperl, 1945-1947, 
1953; Red Cross documents relating to the fate of Shlomo Mutterperl, 1994; a transcript, in Hebrew, of 
an oral history interview with Dina Mutterperl, undated; correspondence and transcripts of speeches 
given at the commemoration of the 60th year of the liberation of the Wiesengrund concentration camp, 
April 16-17, 2005; various newspaper clippings and printouts of website pages, 2004-2005; and two 
undergraduate college papers that feature the experiences of Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb, written by 
Aimee Povich, entitled “Ethics and the Holocaust, Part 1 and Part 2,” 2004-2005.  
 
The photographs include pre-war photographs of the Mutterperl family and friends in Dokszyce, Poland 
(present day: Dokšycy, Belarus), circa 1920s-1945. The photographs also include a photograph of an 
Israeli soldier from Dokszyce, whom the Mutterperls met after crossing the Alps, July 1945 and Rachel 
Mutterperl and friends at the Santa Cesarea displaced persons camp in Italy, 1945-1947. 
 
The two photographs of Berel Rotstein, a friend of Dina Mutterperl, include an image of Berel standing 
on the right, inside the barracks of the Buchenwald concentration camp after liberation, and Berel 
standing outside in the Santa Cesarea displaced persons camp. Both photographs include an inscription 
on the reverse written by Berel Rostein to Dina Mutterperl, in Yiddish, June-July 1946.  
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Rachel and Harvey Goldfarb collection is arranged into five series.  
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1945-1994 
Series 2: Correspondence, 2005   
Series 3: Manuscripts, 2004-2009, undated 
Series 4: Printed materials, 1999-2005 
Series 5: Photographs, circa 1945-1947   
 
Indexing terms 
People:  
Becker, Jörg.  
Birzele, Frieder.  
Claude, Pierre.  
Cyngiser, Sucher.  
Goldfarb, Harvey.  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



4 
 

Goldfarb, Rachel, 1930- 
Kälberer, Heinz.  
Kullen, Christine.  
Lehner, Horst Tim. 
Mutterperl, Dina.  
Mutterperl, Shlomo. 
Scheck, Manfred. 
Schelvis, Jules.  
Staden, Wendelgard V.  
Szobski, Eugeniusz.  
 
Corporate:  
Buchenwald (Concentration camp)  
Red Cross and Red Crescent. 
Wiesengrund (Concentration camp) 
 
Topics: 
Children. 
Displaced persons--Europe. 
Families. 
Holocaust survivors. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Germany--Vaihingen an der Enz. 
Jewish refugees.  
Jews--Poland. 
Refugees. 
World War, 1939-1945.  
World War, 1939-1945--Civilian relief--Europe. 
World War, 1939-1945--Concentration camps--Germany--Vaihingen an der Enz.  
World War, 1939-1945--Personal narratives.  
 
Geography: 
Dokszyce (Belarus) 

Germany.  
Poland. 
Santa Cesarea (Italy)  
 
Genre / Form:  
Correspondence.  
Identification documents. 
Manuscripts.  
Memoirs. 
Newspaper clippings. 
Photographs. 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1945-1994 
Box / Folder: Title: 

1.1 Dina Mutterperl, 1945-1947, 1953, 1994 
1.2 Rachel Mutterperl, 1947 

 
Series 2: Correspondence, 2005   

Box / Folder: Title: 
1.3 To Dina Mutterperl, circa 1986  
1.4 Correspondence relating to the 60th year of liberation of the Wiesengrund 

concentration camp, 2005  
 
Series 3: Manuscripts, 2004-2009, undated 

Box / Folder: Title: 
1.5 Hebrew transcript of oral history of Dina Mutterperl, undated  
1.6 Memories from the Past, by Rachel Mutterperl Goldfarb, undated  
1.7 Untitled memoir of Sheldon, August 2, 2009  
1.8 Ethics and the Holocaust, Part I and Part II, undergraduate papers by Aimee Povich, 

2004, 2005 
1.9 Speeches given at the commemoration of the 60th year of the liberation of the 

Wiesengrund concentration camp, April 16-17, 2005  
 
Series 4: Printed materials, 1999-2005 

Box / Folder: Title: 
1.10 Various printouts of websites, newspaper clippings, photocopies, 2004-2005 
1.11 Antifa Nachrichten, Number 1, January 1999  

 
Series 5: Photographs, circa 1945-1947  

Box / Folder: Title: 
1.12 Mutterperl family photographs, circa 1920s-1948, 1994  
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