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Descriptive summary
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Abstract: The Edmund F. Franz papers consist of records Franz collected while serving as the chief
administrator of the U.S. Army's War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany. The records
include reports and English translations of statements and interrogation interviews with German
war criminals, prisoners of war, and other witnesses recorded by U.S. Army investigators in 1945
in preparation for war crimes trials. Some of the English materials are accompanied by German
versions. The papers also include official U.S. Army photographs depicting scenes of atrocities at
Buchenwald and Nordhausen concentration camps, and at Gardelegen, Penig, and Gotha in
Germany.

Languages: English, German

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Edmund F. Franz papers, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum Archives, Washington, DC
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Acquisition information: Sally Sockel and Susan Nickens donated the Edmund F. Franz papers to the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2000.

Custodial history: Before his death, Franz instructed that the papers be given to his friend David M.
Berke for final disposition. Berke donated the materials to the Jewish Studies Program at Kent
State University in Ohio on September 5, 1985. In 1998, Franz’s daughters Sally Sockel and Susan
Nickens requested that the papers be transferred to the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. The Museum received the papers from Nancy Birk, University Archivist at Kent State
University, on March 9, 1999.

Related materials: Digital images of copies of the photographs from Gardelegen, Nordhausen, and Penig
and some of the photographs from Buchenwald and Gotha from other sources can be viewed on
the Museum’s website. Materials in this collection may duplicate records held by the National
Archives and Records Administration.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, April 2013

Biographical note
Edmund F. Franz (1910-1984) served as an attorney in the U.S. Army from 1942-1946 and in 1945 was
the chief administrator of the U.S. Army's War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany.

Scope and content of collection

The Edmund F. Franz papers consist of records Franz collected while serving as the chief administrator of
the U.S. Army's War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany. The records include reports and English
translations of statements and interrogation interviews with German war criminals, prisoners of war,
and other witnesses recorded by U.S. Army investigators in 1945 in preparation for war crimes trials.
Some of the English materials are accompanied by German versions. The papers also include official

U.S. Army photographs depicting scenes of atrocities at Buchenwald and Nordhausen concentration
camps, and at Gardelegen, Penig, and Gotha in Germany.

System of arrangement
The Edmund F. Franz papers are arranged as a three series:
e Series 1: Statements and reports, 1944-1945
e Series 2: Photographs, 1945
e Series 3: SS organizational chart, approximately 1945

Indexing terms
Buchenwald (Concentration camp)

Nordhausen (Concentration camp)
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Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) — Atrocities.
War criminals — Germany.

War crime trials — Germany.

Gardelegen (Germany)

Gotha (Germany)

Penig (Germany)

Photographs

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Statements and reports, 1944-1945

Box Folder
1 1 Amersfoort concentration camp, 1944
1 2 Baumann, Willy, 1945
1 3 Beetz, Hildegard, 1945
1 4 Bonn and Linz, 1945
1 5 Celmins, Gustavs, 1945
1 6 Cerrini, Fritz, 1945
1 7 Dora concentration camp, 1945
1 8 Dorsch, Franz Xaver, 1945
1 9 Dragic, Hinke, 1945
1 10 Eight men hanged at Reichenau, 1945
1 11 Elbaum, Nathan, 1945
1 12 Family of Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach, 1945
1 13 Flossenberg concentration camp, 1945
1 14 Frederich Leopold, Prince of Prussia, 1945
1 15 Gerstein, Dr. Kurt, 1945
1 16 Geurtz, Theodor, 1945
1 17 Gray, David E., 1945
1 18 Hamm, Dr. Anton, 1945
1 19 Harm, Hermann, 1945
1 20 Head, Henderson H., 1945
1 21 Heberlein, Margot, 1945
1 22 Horthy, Nicholas de, Jr., 1945
1 23 Lantien, Captain Baron Carl Levetzow, 1945
1 24 Medical experiments at Dachau, 1945
1 25 Microfilming order, 1945
1 26 Mistreatment of American POWs, 1945
1 27 Neuhausler, Johann, 1945
1 28 Plattenberg, Gisela von, 1945
1 29 Plots against Hitler, 1945
1 30 Punder, Dr. Hermann, 1945
1 31 Records of death, 1945
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1 32 Report on Jewish mass graves, 1945
1 33 Salerno, Joseph T., 1945

1 34 Schmitz, Richard, 1945

1 35 Schott, Martin, 1945

1 36 Schott, Martin, photograph, 1945

1 37 Sommerhof, Franz Xaver, 1945

1 38 Stauffenberg, Clemens von, 1945

1 39 Stott, Donald H., 1945

1 40 Sweden’s entry into war, 1945

1 41 Thomas, Georg, 1945

1 42 Thyssen, Fritz, 1945

1 43 Visintainer, Wilhelm, 1945

1 44 Volfre, William, 1945

1 45 Wauer, Paul, 1945

1 46 Wiebeck, Gehrhardt, 1945

1 47 Wobbelin concentration camp, 1945

Series 2: Photographs, 1945

Box Folder
1 48-50 | Buchenwald, 1945 (3 folders)
1 51 Gardelegen, 1945
1 52 Gotha, 1945
1 53 Nordhausen, 1945
1 54 Penig, 1945
1 55 Additional photographs of an unidentified concentration camp taken by a War

Crimes Branch photographer, 1945

Series 3: SS organizational chart, approximately 1945

Box

Folder

56

SS organizational chart, approximately 1945
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