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Abstract: The Heimer family papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, and photographs
documenting the Heimer family from Vienna, Henry and Ralph Heimer’s immigration to the United States
in 1938, their parents’ relocation to Brno and efforts to emigrate, and return trips to Austria and

Czechoslovakia by one of the brothers in the late 1960s.
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Biographical note

Rolf (Ralph, 1921-2001) and Heinz (Henry, 1919-1984) Heimer were born in Vienna to Dr. Oskar Heimer
and Irene Ziegler Heimer. They immigrated to the United States in June 1938, lived with their maternal
uncle (Julius Ziegler) and his family in New York City, and then found their own rented room in Washington
Heights. Oskar and Irene moved to Briinn (Brno) in September 1938 to live with relatives, were deported
to Theresienstadt in December 1941, and perished.

Scope and content of collection

The Heimer family papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, and photographs
documenting the Heimer family from Vienna, Henry and Ralph Heimer’s immigration to the United States
in 1938, their parents’ relocation to Brno and efforts to emigrate, and return trips to Austria and
Czechoslovakia by one of the brothers in the late 1960s.

Biographical materials include Henry Heimer’s bicycle touring club membership card, Austrian passport,
calling cards, university student identification card and registration booklet, tax clearance certificate, and
immigrant identification card (photocopy); Henry and Ralph Heimer’s Holland-America Line steamship
ticket; and Ralph Heimer’s certificate of naturalization.

Correspondence primarily consists of letters, postcards, and telegrams from Oskar and Irene Heimer in
Vienna and Brno to their sons in New York describing their efforts to emigrate, relating news of family and
friends who remained in Europe or had emigrated, and encouraging Henry and Ralph not to worry about
them. A handful of letters and postcards from Henry and Ralph to their parents describe their travels and
their lives in America. A few letters from Henry to Ralph document his American military training.
Additional letters, postcards, and telegrams from family members and friends in Austria, Canada,
Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Israel, Luxembourg, and Portugal relate news. Correspondence from the
American Consulate General in Prague, the State Department, and the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee as well as drafts of letters to American officials by Henry further document the family’s efforts
to bring Oskar and Irene to the United States.

Photographs depict the Heimer family, their Ziegler and Heimer relatives, and friends in Europe and the
United States. Additional photographs document visits by either Henry or Ralph Heimer to Vienna,
Hietzing, Brno, Lubochna, Moravské Budéjovice, and Paris in the late 1960s.

System of arrangement
The Heimer family papers are arranged as three series:
e Series 1: Biographical materials, 1934-1948
e Series 2: Correspondence, 1922-1943
e Series 3: Photographs, approximately 1890-1969
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Indexing terms
Jews--Austria--Vienna.

Jews--Czech Republic--Brno.
Jewish refugees--New York (State)--New York.
Holocaust victims--Czechoslovakia.

Vienna (Austria)
Brno (Czech Republic)

Austria--Emigration and immigration--History--20%" century.

Photographs

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1934-1948

Box Folder | Title

1 1-2 Heimer, Heinz, 1934-1938 (2 folders)

1 3 Heimer, Ralph, 1944

Series 2: Correspondence, 1922-1943

Box Folder | Title

4 American Consulate General, Prague, 1939-1940

5 Department of State, 1939-1940

6 Fantl, Hans, 1938

7 Geiger, Karel and Marie, 1938

14 Heimer, Dr. Oskar and Irene, to Ziegler, Julius, 1936-1938

15 Heimer, Heinz, 1937-1942

Heimer, Heinz and Rolf, from various, 1938-1943

17 Heimer, Margarete and Felix, 1939-1941

18 | Huber, Paul, 1941

19 Schneider, Agnes, 1938-1939

21 Winter, Frédéric, 1940-1941

22 Ziegler, Hugé (lboly), 1940

23 Ziegler, Julius, 1938
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24 Miscellaneous, 1922, 1933, 1938-1941
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8-13 | Heimer, Dr. Oskar and Irene, to Heimer, Heinz and Rolf, 1938-1941 (6 folders)

20 Transmigration Bureau of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 1941
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Series 3: Photographs, approximately 1890-1969

Box Folder | Title

1 25-26 | Family photographs, approximately 1890-1945 (2 folders)

1 27-29 | Return trips to Austria and Czechoslovakia, 1967-1969 (3 folders)
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