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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Litman family papers 
 
Dates:  1930-1959 
 
Accession number:  2002.269.1 
 
Creator: Litman family. 

 
Extent:  .5 linear feet (1 box) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection documents the Holocaust experiences of the Litman family of Zalishchyky, 
including their survival in Tovste and Jarosław, Poland with the use of false identification papers. 
Included are false identification papers identifying Olga Litman and her daughters Halina and Eva as 
Catholics with the last name Lityński, a work permit for Olga to work at a German military camp in 
Jarosław, DP identification cards, post-war British military papers of Ignacy Litman, marriage certificates, 
documents used for restitution, clippings, and photographs. The photographs consist of pre-war and 
post-war family photographs, as well as depictions of Olga, Halina, and Eva in Tovste and Jarosław 
during the war, including Halina at her first Communion. 
 
Languages:  Polish, English, Hebrew 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Litman family papers (2002.269.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Halina Peabody in 2002. She donated accretions to the collection in 2012 and 2016. 
 
Related materials:  The USHMM has three oral history interviews conducted with Halina Peabody (née 
Litman): 1992.A.0129.26, 1993.A.0095.57, 2002.68. 
  
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, April 2018 
 
Biographical note  
Halina Litman (later Halina Yasharoff Peabody) was born on 12 December 1932 to a liberal Jewish family 
in Kraków, Poland. Her father, Ignacy Litman (Izak, b. 1902) was a dentist and her mother, Olga 
Schreiber (1909-1956), was a champion swimmer. They married in Kraków on 25 December 1928. After 
they married they moved to Zalishchyky, Poland (present-day Zalishchyky, Ukraine) near the Romanian 
border. Halina’s sister Eva was born in 1939. 
 
After the Soviet Union invasion of Poland in fall 1939, Ignacy fled to Romania to avoid conscription into 
the Red Army, but the rest of his family remained in Zalishchyky. When he returned, he was arrested 
and accused of being a spy. He was then sent to a labor camp in Siberia. Olga, Halina, and Eva avoided 
arrest due to the intervention of Communist friends, but their house was confiscated. They moved to 
Tovste and remained there until 1941 when the Germans occupied the rest of Poland and moved back 
to Zalishchyky. Olga purchased false identification papers from a priest that allowed them to live as 
Catholics under the last name Lityński. After going back to Tovste, the family moved to Jarosław, Poland. 
While on the train there, a man befriended them and then deceived them into revealing they were 
Jewish. He told them he would turn them in to the Gestapo, but Olga was able to bribe him into letting 
them go. In Jarosław, Olga worked as a maid and in the kitchen in a German military camp. Shortly 
before liberation in 1944, a grenade was thrown at the house where they were staying. Halina lost her 
thumb and half of her little finger, and their landlady was killed.  
 
Olga, Halina, and Eva were reunited with Ignacy after liberation, and learned that the joined the Polish 
Army under General Władysław Anders. He then went to Palestine to stay with his sister. The family 
immigrated to London, England by 1947. Halina represented England in the Maccabiah Games in Israel 
in 1953 and 1957. She immigrated to the United States in 1968. She is currently a volunteer at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection documents the Holocaust experiences of the Litman family of Zalishchyky, including their 
survival in Tovste and Jarosław, Poland with the use of false identification papers. Included are false 
identification papers identifying Olga Litman and her daughters Halina and Eva as Catholics with the last 
name Lityński, a work permit for Olga to work at a German military camp in Jarosław, DP identification 
cards, post-war British military papers of Ignacy Litman, marriage certificates, documents used for 
restitution, clippings, and photographs. The photographs consist of pre-war and post-war family 
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photographs, as well as depictions of Olga, Halina, and Eva in Tovste and Jarosław during the war, 
including Halina at her first Communion. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as two series: 
 
Series 1. Biographical material, 1930-1959 
Series 2. Photographs, circa 1930-1956 
 
Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents are arranged chronologically. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Litman, Halina. 
Litman, Olga. 
Litman, Ignacy. 
Litman, Eva. 
 
Topical Subject: 
Identification cards--Forgeries--Ukraine. 
Jews--Ukraine--Zalishchyky. 
Holocaust survivors. 
Hidden children (Holocaust) 
Jewish children in the Holocaust. 
 
Geography: 
Zalishchyky (Ukraine) 
Kraków (Poland) 
Tovste (Ternopilʹsʹka oblastʹ, Ukraine) 
Jarosław (Poland) 
England. 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photographs. 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1. Biographical material, 1930-1959 

Box/Folder Title 
1.1 False identity documents, 1939-1944 
1.2 Litman, Halina: DP identification card, 1946 
1.3 Litman, Halina: Table tennis clippings, 1953-1959 
1.4 Litman, Ignacy, 1945-1948 
1.5 Litman, Olga, 1946-1953 
1.6 Marriage certificates, 1946 
1.7 Restitution, 1930-1956 
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Series 2. Photographs, circa 1930-1956 
Box/Folder Title 
1.8 Litman family: circa 1930-circa 1938 
1.9 Litman family: circa 1940-circa 1945 
1.10 Litman family: circa 1945-1953 and undated 
1.11 Litman, Halina: Table tennis, circa 1953-1956 
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