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Acquisition information:  Charles Weingarten donated the Charles Weingarten papers to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2002, 2016, and 2017.  The accession formerly cataloged 
as 2018.138.1 and 2018.139.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 

 
Related materials: Charles Weingarten also donated two cross pendants, two childhood sketchbooks, 

numerous childhood drawings, and a 1946 book, Theater: Sieben Jahre Freie Deutsche Buehne in 
Buenos Aires, to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.     

 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 

at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, October 2014, revised May 2018 
 
 
Biographical note  
Charles Albert Weingarten was born in 1941 in Nice, France, to actress Margarethe Weingarten (1904-
1969) and Rudolf Gelb.  Margarethe Weingarten had been born in Leipzig to a family of Belarusian and 
Polish furriers.  She and her first husband, activist Karl Albert Foerste, left Germany in January 1933 and 
spent some time in South America before settling in Paris.  Shortly after the assassination of diplomat 
Ernst vom Rath in 1938, Karl was deported to Germany and killed at Buchenwald in 1939.  When 
Germany invaded France, Margarethe fled to Nice with her mother, Glika Chaya Weingarten, and met 
Charles’ biological father, Rudolf Gelb, a married Austrian Jew who had escaped from Dachau.  She 
spent a short time at the concentration camp in Gurs before returning to Nice, where she gave birth to 
Charles.  After the Germans occupied southern France, Charles and his mother obtained false papers 
and moved to the grounds of a villa owned by the Matteudi family.  They maintained a low profile and 
wore cross pendants to pass as Christians.  Charles suffered from chronic bronchitis and recuperated in 
children’s homes in Switzerland after the war.  His grandmother survived the war hidden in the convent 
of the Sisters of the Poor in Nice, and his biological father survived the war in Switzerland.  His uncle 
Rudolf Weingarten was killed at Auschwitz in March 1944.  In 1947 his mother met and married Karl 
Ferdinand Delius, a photographer and journalist from Berlin, who became a father to Charles.  Charles 
immigrated to the United States in the late 1960s but returned to France in the 1990s. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Charles Weingarten papers include biographical materials, correspondence (some illustrated), 
photographs, printed materials, and restitution files documenting Weingarten’s extended family, hiding 
with his mother under a false identity in Nice, France, during World War II, their postwar lives, and 
Weingarten’s unsuccessful efforts to obtain compensation for Holocaust-era claims.  The collection also 
includes records documenting the family of Weingarten’s stepfather, Karl Delius. 
 
Biographical materials include real and falsified identification papers for Charles and Margarethe 
Weingarten, Charles Weingarten’s medical records and membership cards, a certificate documenting 
Margarethe Weingarten’s liberation from Gurs in 1940, and records documenting her artistic career and 
her health.  This series also includes electronic files containing extensive genealogical research and 
family trees compiled by Charles Weingarten. 
 
The correspondence series consists of extensive postwar correspondence from Margaret Weingarten 
and her mother and sisters, Paula and Charlotte, as well as postwar correspondence among Weingarten 
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family members and friends. Additional correspondence documents aid that Margarethe and Charles 
Weingarten received after the war from individuals and relief organizations, Rudolf Gelb’s experiences 
as a volunteer foreign worker in France in 1940, and Charles’ experiences recuperating in children’s 
homes in Switzerland after the war and with Jewish youth groups in France in the 1960s.  This series also 
includes illustrated holiday cards created by Charles Weingarten after the war for his mother.  These 
cards include pencil, ink, and crayon drawings and watercolors by Weingarten, and some include 
photographs of Weingarten and his mother.   
 
Delius family papers consist of correspondence, photographs, and business records documenting the 
family of Charles Weingarten’s stepfather, Karl Ferdinand Delius, and their photography studio. 
  
Photographs include pictures of Weingarten, his mother, his biological father, his kindergarten class, and 
locations in Nice including the home where they hid during the last few years of the war.  Three 
photograph albums include pictures of Charles Weingarten’s extended family in Germany, France, 
Switzerland, and Paraguay. 
 
Printed materials include a 1944 pamphlet describing Nazi persecution of Jews in Nice, reproductions of 
a letter written to Maréchal Pétain by a French woman describing her horror at the roundup of Jews in 
the Nice area for deportation, clippings about wartime and postwar France, the antifascist poetry 
pamphlet Deutschland muss leben…!,, a postwar publication about Jewish organizations in France, a 
booklet of cartoon drawings by Simon Haimovici, publications by survivor groups, and programs from 
postwar cultural events in France. 
 
Restitution files document Weingarten’s unsuccessful efforts in the 1990s and 2000s to obtain 
compensation for Holocaust-era claims related to issues such as bank accounts, mortgages, forced labor, 
and insurance policies.  This series also includes wartime and postwar records documenting his mother’s 
and grandmother’s efforts to pursue restitution claims in the 1950s and 1960s. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Charles Weingarten papers are arranged as six series: 

• Series 1: Biographical materials, 1930-2014 
• Series 2: Correspondence, 1920-1995 
• Series 3: Delius family papers, approximately 1898-2002 
• Series 4: Photographs, approximately 1900-1975 
• Series 5: Printed materials, 1943-1992 
• Series 6: Restitution, 1933-2009 

 
 

Indexing terms 
Gurs (Concentration camp) 
 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Children. 
Holocaust survivors. 
Jewish refugees--Germany. 
Jewish refugees--France. 
Jews--France--History--1940-1945. 
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Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations. 
 
France--History--German occupation, 1940-1945. 
Nice (France) 
Switzerland. 
 
Correspondence. 
Photographs. 

 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1930-2014 
 
Box/Folder  

1.1 Charles Weingarten, 1941-1947, 1959-1967, 1992 
1.2-1.3 Weingarten, Margaret, artistic career, 1930-1931, 1945-1969 (2 folders) 

1.4 Weingarten, Margaret, birth, marriage, and death, 1948-1969 
1.5 Weingarten, Margaret, health and insurance, 1953-1969 
1.6 Margarethe Weingarten, wartime and postwar, 1940-1947 
1.7 Weingarten, Margaret, miscellaneous, approximately 1947-1969 
1.8 Genealogy and DNA Research, 2014 (CD) 

 
 
Series 2: Correspondence, 1920-1995 
 
Box/Folder  

1.9-1.12 Abraham, Anja, approximately 1944-1964 (4 folders) 
1.13 Abraham, Fritz, approximately 1951 

1.14-1.15 Abraham, Gustav and Elsa, 1927-1936 (2 folders) 
1.16 Advisory Council on European Affairs of B’nai B’rith, 1946 
1.17 Alexandrowicz, Joel, approximately 1933-1938 

1.18-1.19 Batlay, Melitta, approximately 1957-1968 (2 folders) 
1.20 Bensoussan, Jacqueline, 1961-1964 
1.21 Blanchi Ratto, Lola, 1958-1964 
1.22 Boizet, Yvonne, 1962-1966 
1.23 Buky, Herbert and Herta, 1960-1961 
1.24 Caisse d’Allocations Familiales des Alpes-Maritimes, 1948-1949 
1.25 Comité Intergouvernemental pour les Refugiés, 1946-1947 
1.26 Comité Selfhelp, New-York, 1946-1947 
1.27 Customs Declarations for Received Parcels, 1946-1948 
1.28 Denis, Albert and Mathilde, 1962-1964 
1.29 Ebersole, Doris A., 1946 
1.30 Elstein, Noah and Anne, 1960-1965 
1.31 Engelstein, Renée and Manfred, 1958-1967 
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1.32 Fédération des Sociétés Juives de France, 1946-1947, 1956 
1.33 Foerste, Karl, approximately 1938 
2.1 Gazzini, Marguerite, 1952, 1962-1963 
2.2 Gelb, Rudolf, 1940 
2.3 Gluge, Dr., 1948 
2.4 Gorges, Elsa, 1946-1949 
2.5 Hauteville, Luc and Alice, 1964-1965 
2.6 Herzfeld, Ludwig, 1948 
2.7 Heymemann, Sofie and Ernst, approximately 1937-1938 
2.8 Ickowicz, Irene, 1933-1934 
2.9 International Rescue and Relief Committee, 1945 

2.10 International Solidarity Committee, approximately 1945-1949 
2.11 Iwena, Rita and Dora, 1959-1960 

2.12-2.17 Jewish youth groups in France, 1959-1967 (6 folders) 
2.18 Jewish youth groups in France, Raymonde, 1961 
2.19 Jewish youth groups in France, Ted Nahamias, 1960-1962 
2.20 Karfiol, Rose, 1947-1958 
2.21 Kessler, Josie, 1961-1963 
2.22 Klayman, Mildred, 1947 
2.23 Krymer, Lydia, 1959-1969 

2.24-2.26 Krupenie, Flora, 1920, 1949-1966 (3 folders) 
2.27 Kunin, Lanie, approximately 1956 
2.28 Kunin, Marie, approximately 1949 

2.29-2.31 Kunin, Melanie, 1951-1965 (3 folders) 
2.32 Kunin, Salo, approximately 1940, 1966 
3.1 Lewisohn, Bruno, 1938-1939 

3.2-3.19, 
4.1-4.17, 
5.1-5.3 

Libo, Paula, 1945-1969 (38 folders)  

5.4 Markus, Catherine, 1948-1969 
5.5 Neuville, Hugot de, 1962-1968 
5.6 Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants, 1948-1949 
5.7 Olschanetzky, Henny, approximately 1946-1964 
5.8 Olschanetzky, Sonia, 1937 
5.9 Olschanetzky, Toby and Moricette, 1948-1949, 1963-1967 

5.10 Pellini, A., 1963-1967 
5.11 Reich, Jardena, 1961-1964 
5.12 Ringler, Lillian, 1963 

5.13-5.23 Silbermann, Charlotte, 1932-1974 (11 folders) 
6.1-6.5 Silbermann, Charlotte, estate, 1987-1995 (5 folders) 

6.6 Silbermann, Lucie, 1948-1957 
6.7 Steel, Mrs. Jerome G., 1948 
6.8 Thimm, Regina, 1935-1949 
6.9 United HIAS Service, 1955 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



6.10 Van de Kamp, Dr. J., 1946 
6.11 Wajsman, Raymonde, 1962 
6.12 Weingarten, Adolf, 1957-1967 
6.13 Weingarten, Adolph, 1960-1968 
6.14 Weingarten, Charles, 1945-1948, 1962 
6.15 Weingarten, Charles, illustrated cards, approximately 1945-1959 
6.16 Weingarten, Charles, illustrated cards with photographs, approximately 1945-1959 

6.17-6.19 Weingarten, Egmont, 1926-1956 (3 folders) 
6.20-6.21 Weingarten, Georg, 1945-1947 (2 folders) 
7.1-7.17, 
8.1-8.17, 
9.1-9.7 

Weingarten, Glika Chaia, 1931-1956 (41 folders) 

9.8-9.21, 
10.1-10.12 

Weingarten, Margaret, 1920-1969 (26 folders) 

10.13 Weingarten, Rudolf, 1943 
10.14 Wolberg, Monique, 1961-1963 
10.15 Wolkenberg, Max and Margaret, 1948-1969 
10.16 Woodman, Alma, 1946 
10.17 Other aid organizations, 1945-1948 

10.18-10.21, 
11.1-11.5 

Miscellaneous, 1935-1969 (9 folders) 

 
 
Series 3: Delius family papers, approximately 1898-2002 
 
Box/Folder  

11.6 Addresses, 1940-1962 
11.7-11.10 Correspondence, Delius family postcards, approximately 1898-1971 (4 folders)   

11.11 Correspondence, marriage announcements and congratulations, 1949 
11.12 Correspondence, miscellaneous, 1932, 1949-1962 
11.13 Correspondence, miscellaneous empty envelopes, 1939-1954 
11.14 Photo-Archiv Delius, approximately 1960s 
11.15 Photographs, approximately 1935-1970 

11.16-11.21 Poetry, 1948-1969 (6 folders) 
12.1 Printed material, approximately 1940-2002 

12.2-12.5 Studio Delius, 1949, 1954-1973, 1982-1984 (4 folders) 
12.6 Wills, Charles Delius, 1948-1957 

 
 
Series 4: Photographs, approximately 1900-1975 
 
Box/Folder  

12.7-12.11 Album 1, approximately 1900-1975 (5 folders) 
12.12-12.14 Album 2, approximately 1925-1950 (3 folders) 
12.15-12.20 Album 3, approximately 1945-1960 (6 folders) 
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12.21 Foerste, Margarethe and Carl Albert, approximately 1930 
12.22 Gelb, Rudolf, 1940 
12.23 Gelleri, Stefan, approximately 1920-1940 
12.24 Weingarten, Charles and Marguerite, 1941-1948 

 
 
Series 5: Printed materials, 1943-1992 
 
Box/Folder  

13.1-13.2, 
 OS 1-OS 9 

Clippings, 1943-1968, 1992 (11 folders) 

13.3 XXXIVe Congres des Ecrivains de France, 1965 
13.4 5 Mois de Persécutions Anti-Juives, Union des Juifs pour la Résistance et l’Entr’aide, 1944 
13.5 Buchenwald Dora, 1957 
13.6 Deutschland muss leben…!, Robert Lanzer, approximately 1944 

OS 10 Droits et Liberté, N. 17, 10 April 1945 
 13.7 Fédération des Sociétés Juives de France, Rapport d’Activité du Premier Semestre 1945, 1945 

13.8 Mitteilungen : Verband Ehemaliger Leipzig in Israel, April 1962  
13.9 Mitteilungen : Verband Ehemaliger Leipzig in Israel, September 1962  

13.10 Prisonnier de Guerre Matricule 15120, Simon Haimovici, 1944 
13.11 Programs, approximately 1945-1968 
OS 11 La Revue de la Wizo, N. 10, 1948 
OS 12 La Revue de la Wizo, N. 11, 1948 

 
 
Series 6: Restitution, 1933-2009 
 
Box/Folder  

13.12 Article 2 Fund, 2002 
13.13 Assicurazioni Generali S.p.A., 2007-2009 
13.14 Clippings, 1988-1991 
13.15 Commission pour l’indemnisation des victimes de spoliation (CIVS), 2003-2004 
13.16 CIVS-Abraham family, 2003 

13.17-13.19 CIVS-Foerste family, 1999-2003 (3 folders) 
13.20 CIVS-Bank accounts, 2001-2003 

13.21-13.22 Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany, 1992-1999 (2 folders) 
13.23-13.24 Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany, Former and forced laborers, 1999-

2003 (2 folders) 

13.25 Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany, Goodwill Fund, 2003-2005 
13.26 Fonds Suisses, 2000 

13.27-13.29 German Foundation, bank accounts, 1933-1934, 1960, 1990-2004 (3 folders) 
13.30 Grundbuchamt, Leipzig, 1992-1993 

13.31-13.32 Gubser-Abraham, Anja, 2001-2005 (2 folders) 
13.33-13.34 Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation (Swiss Banks), 1999-2002 (2 folders) 

14.1-14.2 International Commission on Holocaust Insurance Claims, 2002-2006 (2 folders) 
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14.3 Leipzig, United States Department of Justice, etc, 1975, 1982, 1990-1991 
14.4-14.11 Leipzig mortgages, 1933-1934, 1946-1950, 1958-1961, 1981, 1990-1999 (8 folders) 

14.12 Leipzig papers, 1934-1962, 1990-1992 
14.13-14.14 Ministère des Affaires Etrangères, 1975-1990 (2 folders) 

14.15 Rat der Stadt, Leipzig, Dr. Hoffmann, 1992 
14.16 Stanchina, Peter, affidavits about Albert and Margaret Foerste, 1959 
14.17 United Restitution Organization, 1990-1991 

14.18-14.21 Weingarten, Glika Chaia, 1939-1966 (4 folders) 
15.1-15.12 Weingarten, Margarethe, 1946-1970 (12 folders) 

15.13 Weingarten, Margarethe, Dr. Anton Finkelstein, 1946-1965 
15.14, OS 13 Weingarten, Margarethe, Clippings, approximately 1957-1963 
15.15-15.17 Weingarten, Margarethe, Emigration, 1934-1960 (3 folders) 
15.18-15.21 Wiedergutmachung, old papers, 1957-1999 (4 folders) 
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