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Descriptive summary 
 
Title:  Abraham Spiegel papers 
 
Dates:  1928-1972 (bulk 1928-1954) 
 
Accession number:  2004.546.1 
 
Creator:  Spiegel, Abraham, 1906-2004 
 
Extent:  0.5 linear foot (14 folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Abraham Spiegel papers consist of biographical materials documenting the Spiegel family, 
originally from Munkács (formerly Hungary) and Bardejov (Slovakia).  Records include birth, marriage, and 
death certificates, residency and citizenship documents, and immigration and naturalization records.  The 
records particularly document the Spiegel family’s efforts to document their Hungarian citizenship to avoid 
deportation as Jewish non-citizens following the border realignments of the First Vienna Award in 1938 as 
well as Abraham’s immigration to the United States in 1947 with his wife and son. 
 
Languages:  Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, German, English, Hebrew, Romanian 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Abraham Spiegel papers, United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
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Acquisition information:  Rita Spiegel donated the Abraham Spiegel papers to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 2004. 
 
Related materials:  Rita Spiegel also donated four pieces of Theresienstadt scrip and one piece of 
Litzmannstadt ghetto scrip to the Museum. 
 
Processing history:  Julie Schweitzer, December 2016 
 
 
Biographical note  
Abraham Spiegel (1906-2004) was born in Munkács, Hungary (Mukacheve, Ukraine) to sawmill owner 
Henrik (Haim) Spiegel and his wife, Fani Weiser.  He married Edita (Eta) Rosenwasser (1916-1999) from 
Bardejov (Slovakia) in 1940.  In 1944 they were deported to Auschwitz with the entire Spiegel family, and 
their two year old son Uziel (Oscar) and Edita’s mother were killed in a gas chamber.  Abraham survived 
Auschwitz, Fünfteichen, Gross-Rosen, Buchenwald, and a death march.  He was reunited with his wife after 
the war, they had son Thomas in 1946, immigrated to the United States in December 1947, settled in 
California, and had daughter Rita in 1948.  Abraham Spiegel became a prominent real estate developer, 
formed Columbia Savings & Loan, and was a major philanthropist. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Abraham Spiegel papers consist of biographical materials documenting the Spiegel family, originally 
from Munkács (formerly Hungary) and Bardejov (Slovakia).  Records include birth, marriage, and death 
certificates, residency and citizenship documents, and immigration and naturalization records.  The records 
particularly document the Spiegel family’s efforts to document their Hungarian citizenship to avoid 
deportation as Jewish non-citizens following the border realignments of the First Vienna Award in 1938 as 
well as Abraham’s immigration to the United States in 1947 with his wife and son. 
 
 
System of arrangement 
The Abraham Spiegel papers are arranged as a single series: 

• Series 1: Abraham Spiegel papers, 1928-1972 (bulk 1928-1954) 
 

 
Indexing terms 
Jews--Ukraine--Mukacheve. 
Jews--Slovakia--Bardejov. 
Citizenship--Hungary. 
Holocaust survivors.  
 
Bardejov (Slovakia) 
Mukacheve (Ukraine) 
United States--Emigration and immigration--History--20th century.  
 
Photographs.  
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Abraham Spiegel papers, 1928-1972 (bulk 1928-1954) 
  

Folder Title 
1 Spiegel, Abraham, 1932-1947 
2 Spiegel, Abraham, immigration and naturalization, 1946-1954 
3 Spiegel, Edita,1945-1946 
4 Spiegel, Edita, immigration and naturalization, 1947-1954, 1972 
5 Spiegel, Fani, 1939 
6 Spiegel, Henrik, 1923, 1928, 1939 
7 Spiegel, Ignatz, 1939 
8 Spiegel, Jeno, 1939 
9 Spiegel, Lazar, 1928, 1939 

10 Spiegel, Tomas, 1947 
11 Korn, Nathan,1943 
12 Family lists, 1946 
13 Photograph from an unidentified identification document, approximately 1930 
14 Real estate and financial records, 1928 
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