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Descriptive summary

Title: Max Schmeidler papers

Dates: 1927-1963

Accession number: 2004.88.2

Creator: Schmeidler, Max, 1920-1981

Extent: 1.1 linear feet (2 boxes, 1 oversize folder)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: The Max Schmeidler papers include biographical materials, correspondence, photographs,
newspapers, and clippings documenting Max Schmeidler from Berlin, his training in leather
manufacturing in London, his refuge in Shanghai during the Holocaust, his service on the Shanghai
Municipal Police, his immigration to the United States, and his health and the health of his parents,
Laura and Bernhard Schmeidler.

Languages: German, English, Chinese, Japanese

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Acquisition information: Carol, Laura, and David Schmeidler donated the Max Schmeidler papers to the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2004 and 2014. The accessions previously cataloged as
2004.88 and 2014.502.1 has been incorporated into this collection.

Related archival materials: The Schmeidlers also donated a pin and six pieces of Chinese currency
(2014.502.2-2014.502.7) to the Museum.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed. See archives
catalog at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Julie Schweitzer, January 2018

Biographical note

Max Schmeidler (1920-1981) was born in Berlin to merchant Bernhard Schmeidler (1891-1957, born in
Brzeszcze to Herman and Zofia Schmeidler) and Laura Schmeidler (born in 1900 to Salomon and Dobka
Hammer). Max was trained in leather manufacturing in Berlin in 1938 and in London from 1939-1940.
He fled to Shanghai, China, where he served as a sergeant with the Shanghai Municipal Police from
1941-1945 and was awarded a Police Distinguished Conduct Medal. He survived polio and encephalitis
in 1943 and lived in the Hongkew ghetto. He immigrated to the United States in 1947, and his parents,
who survived the Holocaust in Siberia, joined him in 1949.

Scope and content of collection

The Max Schmeidler papers include biographical materials, correspondence, photographs, newspapers,
and clippings documenting Max Schmeidler from Berlin, his training in leather manufacturing in London,
his refuge in Shanghai during the Holocaust, his service on the Shanghai Municipal Police, his
immigration to the United States, and his health and the health of his parents, Laura and Bernhard
Schmeidler.

Biographical materials include Max’s childhood report cards, materials from the Leathersellers’
Technical College and from a leather manufacturing conference in London, letters of reference and
recommendation documenting his education and career, materials documenting his service on the
Shanghai Municipal Police, and statements from doctors documenting the wartime and postwar health
of Max and his parents. Correspondence consists of a 1947 letter to Max from his father in Bamberg
and two letters in Chinese. A photograph album and loose photographs primarily depict Max in China,
mostly wearing his Municipal Police uniform. A handful of photograph depict Max and his family in
Poland and in the United States. The collection includes an unattributed poem that begins “Have you
heard the latest thing in town” and lyrics to a song titled “Mein Jiddische Mame.” Printed materials
consist of clippings and newspaper pages relating the news of World War I, the Holocaust, and life in
Shanghai under Nazi occupation. A couple of articles refer to Max Schmeidler’s award of the Police
Distinguished Conduct Medal in 1941.

System of arrangement

The Max Schmeidler papers are arranged as a five series:
e Series 1: Biographical materials, 1927-1963
e Series 2: Correspondence, approximately 1947
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e Series 3: Photographs, approximately 1938-1947
e Series 4: Poem and song, approximately 1938-1947
e Series 5: Printed materials, approximately 1941-1945

Indexing terms

Schmeidler, Max, 1920-1981

Shanghai (China)--Municipal Police.
Jews--Germany--Berlin.

Jewish refugees--China--Shanghai.
Jewish police officers--China--Shanghai.
Leather industry and trade.

Berlin (Germany)

London (England)

Shanghai (China)

Photographs.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1927-1963

Box/Folder
1.1-1.2 Leathersellers’ Technical College and conferences, 1939-1940 (2 folders)
1.3 Letters of reference and recommendations, 1938-1947
14 Medical, 1947, 1963
1.5 Shanghai Municipal Police, 1941-1945
1.6 Student records, 1927-1936

Series 2: Correspondence, approximately 1947

Box/Folder

1.7 Correspondence, approximately 1947

Series 3: Photographs, approximately 1938-1947

Box/Folder
2.1 Photograph album, approximately 1938-1947
1.8 Loose photographs, approximately 1938-1947
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Series 4: Poem and song, approximately 1938-1947

Box/Folder

1.9

Poem and song, approximately 1938-1947

Series 5: Printed materials, approximately 1941-1945

Box/Folder

1.10,0S1

Printed materials, approximately 1941-1945 (2 folders)
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