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Descriptive summary 
 
Title: Gabriel Schutzengel papers 

Dates: approximately 1939-1997 
 
Accession number: 2005.128.2 
 
Creator: Schutzengel, Gabriel, 1925-2017 
 
Extent: 0.5 linear feet (6 folders and 2 book enclosures)  
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Gabriel Schutzengel papers include Gabriel’s Hungarian ID, two diaries describing his 
experiences from 1939-1950 including his time in a forced labor camp in Hungary, his escape from the 
camp, and life after the war as well as a typed copy, in English, of his memoir entitled “Machzor” 
describing his family history, pre-war life, wartime experiences in Budapest and forced labor camps, 
post-war life under Russian occupation, and immigration. The memoir also includes family trees. 
 
Languages: Hungarian, English 
 
Administrative Information 
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use. Dorit Heimer retains copyright. Please contact 
reference staff for further information.  
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Gabriel Schutzengel papers (2005.128.2), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 
 
Acquisition information: Gabriel Schutzengel donated his memoir entitled “Machzor” to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2005 and Dorit Heimer, Gabriel’s daughter, donated Gabriel’s 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



diaries and Hungarian ID to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2018. The accessions 
previously numbered 2005.128 and 2018.127.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 

Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Morgan Voth, June 2018 
 
Biographical note 
Gabriel Schutzengel (born Gábor 1925-2017) was born in Komárom, Hungary to Ferencz (1898-1945) 
and Julia (née Weiss 1900-1944) Schutzengel and had one sister, Vera (b. 1930?-1944). After the 
German invasion of Hungary in 1944 Gabriel and his father were sent to labor camps in Hungary while 
Julia and Vera were sent to Auschwitz where they were killed. Towards end of war, Gabriel escaped 
from the camp and went to Budapest for supplies and stayed with a family friend. He obtained false 
papers and went into hiding. After the Arrow Cross Party gained power in Hungary, Gabriel was unable 
to leave and hid in Budapest until liberation. Ferencz was sent on a death march to Mauthausen. He 
survived the march, but died shortly after liberation in 1945. After the war, Gabriel returned to 
Komárom and learned what happened to his family. He finished his education and moved to Israel in 
1949. In 1951 he met Gertrud Duschner (later Tirzah Schutzengel, 1922-2005) also a survivor, and had 
three children, Dorit (b. 1953), Daniella (b. 1955), and Roy (b. 1959). They immigrated to the United 
States in 1957. 
 
Scope and content of collection  
The Gabriel Schutzengel papers include Gabriel’s Hungarian ID, two diaries describing his experiences 
from 1939-1950 including his time in a forced labor camp in Hungary, his escape from the camp, and life 
after the war as well as a typed copy, in English, of his memoir entitled “Machzor” describing his family 
history, pre-war life, wartime experiences in Budapest and forced labor camps, post-war life under 
Russian occupation, and immigration. The memoir also includes family trees. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Gabriel Schutzengel papers are arranged as a single series.  
 
The documents are arranged chronologically. 
 
Indexing terms 
Schutzengel, Gabriel. 
 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) 
Jews--Hungary. 
Forced labor--Hungary. 
 
Komárom (Hungary) 
Budapest (Hungary) 
United States--Emigration and immigration--History. 
 
Diaries. 
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Gabriel Schutzengel papers, approximately 1939-1997 
 
Box/Folder Title 

BE 1 Diary, 1939-1949 
1 of 6 Loose papers from diary, 1944-1945 
BE 2 Hungarian ID, 1945 

2-3 of 6 Diary, 1949-1950 (2 folders) 
4-6 of 6 “Machzor,” approximately 1985-1997 (3 folders) 
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