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Abstract:  The Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, 
photographs, printed materials, and restitution files documenting the Kauffmann’s, particularly their 
time in Shanghai between 1931 and 1949. Biographical materials include address books, financial 
records, diaries, citizenship records, identification papers, medical records, student records, personal 
narratives, travel documents, estate documents, and business records for the Kauffmann’s company 
Merchants & Traders. Correspondence includes letters between Fritz and Adelaide and with their 
families, friends, and business partners. Photographs include albums and loose images of Fritz and 
Adelaide Kauffmann and their activities, primarily in Shanghai. Printed materials consist of clippings, 
menus, programs, and books. Restitution files include correspondence, forms, financial statements, and 
attestations documenting claims made on behalf of Fritz Kauffmann, his father and stepmother, and 
other family members. 
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Biographical note 
Fritz Kauffmann (1904-1993) was born in Cannstatt, Germany on May 26, 1904 to Dr. Eugen Kauffmann 
(1972-1943) and his first wife (nee Adler, d. 1910). Fritz moved to Australia in 1927 to work as an 
independent sales representative for German manufacturers, selling aircraft, aircraft supplies, electrical 
appliances, surgical instruments, insulating materials and machinery. In 1931, he moved to Shanghai to 
work as a sales representative for Australian firms selling wheat, flour, beef tallow, hides, fresh fruit and 
wool products. Fritz then joined the German import-export firm Reuter, Broeckelmann & Co. managing 
the industrial raw materials, chemicals, and produce department. He started his own company, 
Merchants and Traders, in 1940. Throughout his time in Shanghai, Fritz played polo and was active in 
the Shanghai Polo Club and Shanghai Paper Hunt Club. He was also a member  of an American Cavalry 
Troop in the Shanghai Volunteer Corps, a multinational, mostly volunteer force controlled by the 
Shanghai Municipal Council which governed the Shanghai International Settlement. Fritz married 
Adelaide Florence Kerslake (Kay, 1908-1999) on January 23, 1941. Fritz lost his German citizenship in the 
summer of 1941 when the Nazi government deprived citizenship from German Jews living abroad. Fritz 
and Adelaide worked to arrange British citizenship for Fritz, which was finally granted in 1943. Fritz 
helped organize a committee to aid the growing influx of refugees from Europe in the late 1930s. In July 
1942, he was arrested with other committee members when they made public inquiries regarding a 
rumor that the Japanese military commanders of Shanghai were, due to the influence of German 
Gestapo agents, planning to liquidate the Jews living in Shanghai. Fritz was held in custody for about a 
month. Fritz was not subject to the Japanese declaration that stateless refugees arriving from Europe in 
the late 1930s  had to relocate to the restricted ghetto, so he and Adelaide were able to remain in their 
home and operate their business throughout the war. Fritz’s father and stepmother Elsa Neuburger 
(1886-1944) were deported from Oberdorf, Germany to Theresienstadt in August 1942. Eugen died in 
Theresienstadt on August 3, 1943. Elsa was transferred to Auschwitz in October 1944 and killed. In 
February 1949, Fritz and Adelaide moved to the Caribbean in February 1949, received United States 
immigration visas and moved to New York in 1950, and were granted American citizenship in 1957.  
 
Adelaide Kauffmann (Kay, 1908-1999), was born Adelaide Florence Kerslake  in Great Britain on July 27, 
1908, to Christian parents. She moved to Shanghai, where she married Fritz Kauffmann on January 23, 
1941. Fritz was not subject to the Japanese declaration that stateless refugees arriving from Europe in 
the late 1930s  had to relocate to the restricted ghetto, so he and Adelaide were able to remain in their 



home and operate their business throughout the war. In February 1949, Fritz and Adelaide moved to the 
Caribbean and continued to run an import-export business. In 1950, they received United States 
immigration visas and moved to New York. Fritz and Adelaide were granted American citizenship in 
1957. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann papers consist of biographical materials, correspondence, 
photographs, printed materials, and restitution files documenting the Kauffmann’s, particularly their 
time in Shanghai between 1931 and 1949. Biographical materials include address books, financial 
records, diaries, citizenship records, identification papers, medical records, student records, personal 
narratives, travel documents, estate documents, and business records for the Kauffmann’s company 
Merchants & Traders. Correspondence includes letters between Fritz and Adelaide and with their 
families, friends, and business partners. Photographs include albums and loose images of Fritz and 
Adelaide Kauffmann and their activities, primarily in Shanghai. Printed materials consist of clippings, 
menus, programs, and books. Restitution files include correspondence, forms, financial statements, and 
attestations documenting claims made on behalf of Fritz Kauffmann, his father and stepmother, and 
other family members. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann papers are arranged as five series: 
 

• Series 1: Biographical materials, 1910-1999 

• Series 2: Correspondence, 1921-1998 

• Series 3: Photographs, circa 1920s-1970s 

• Series 4: Printed materials, circa 1920s-1995 

• Series 5: Restitution files, 1950-1992 
 
Indexing terms 
Shanghai Volunteer Corps 
 
Jews--China--Shanghai. 
 
Shanghai (China) 
 
Correspondence. 
Photographs. 
 

CONTAINER LIST  
 
 

Series 1: Biographical materials, 1910-1999 
 

Box/Folder  

1.1-1.6 Address books, approximately 1950-1993 (6 folders) 

1.7 Birth and death dates, approximately 1990 

1.8 Business and calling cards, approximately 1940-1980 

1.9 Certificates and recognition from the GOP, approximately 1980-1992 



1.10 Financial and estate records, 1944-1998 

1.11 Germany trip, June-July 1986 

1.12 Japanese calendars, approximately 1940s 

1.13 Kauffmann, Adelaide, Citizenship, 1946-1974 

1.14-1.15, 
2.1 

Kauffmann, Adelaide, Diaries, 1926-1952 

2.2-2.4 Kauffmann, Adelaide, Identification papers, 1935-1985 (3 folders) 

2.5 Kauffmann, Adelaide, Medical, 1927-1997 

2.6-2.7 Kauffmann, Fritz, Identification papers, 1949-1988 (2 folders) 

2.8 Kauffmann, Fritz, Letters of recommendation and reference, 1927-1948 

2.9 Kauffmann, Fritz, Medical, 1963-1988 

2.10 Kauffmann, Fritz, Student, 1922 

2.11 Kauffmann, Martha, 1969 

2.12 Loose addresses, approximately 1935-1990 

2.13 Merchants & Traders, 1940-1949 

2.14 Name list, 1958 

2.15 Notebooks, 1940s 

2.16 Notes, approximately 1940-1990 

3.1 Personal narrative, The Experiences of the Shanghai Jewish Community under the 
Japanese in World War II, 1963 

3.2 Personal narrative, Die Juden in Shanghai im 2. Weltkrieg: Erinnerungen eines 
Vorstandsmitglieds der Jüdischen Gemeinde, 1986 

3.3 Preparations for Shanghai departure, 1949 

3.4 Songs, poems, approximately 1940-1990 

3.5 Travel documents, 1949-1980 

3.6 Vehicle registration, 1952-1968 

3.7 Wedding reception invitations, 1941 

3.8 Estate inventory, 1999 

3.9 Estate inventory document group A, Articles written by Fritz Kauffmann, 1963-1986 

3.10-3.12 Estate inventory document group B, Birth, citizenship, education, and good standing, 
1910-1954 (3 folders) 

3.13 Estate inventory document group C, Adoption of Fritz Kaufmann by Y.M. Koo and Koo 
Loh Sze, 1944 

3.14 Estate inventory document group D, Business cards and stationery, 1940s 

3.15 Estate inventory document group E, War years, 1942-1944 

3.16 Estate inventory document group F, Identification and travel documents, 1927-1959 

3.17-3.18 Estate inventory document group G, Newspapers articles and photographs, 1915-1963 
(2 folders) 

3.19 Estate inventory document group H, Shanghai Tiffin Club, 1952 

3.20 Estate inventory document group I, Reunion of survivors and descendants in Stuttgart, 
1982-1987 

 
 



Series 2: Correspondence, 1921-1998 
 

Box/Folder  

4.1 Agel, Jerome B., 1981-1983 

4.2 American Jewish Alternatives to Zionism, 1989-1990 

4.3 Auburn, Lore, 1978-1989 

4.4 Austin, Jonathon, 1991-1992 

4.5-4.7 Austin, Mary Williams, 1940-1993 (3 folders) 

4.8-4.9 Avery, Helen, 1925, 1946-1947 (2 folders) 

4.10 Bettencourt-Gomes, C.J., 1981 

4.11 Blighe, Vincent, 1985-1986 

4.12 Brownlee, Selma, 1945, 1956, 1968, 1983-1987 

4.13 Carsch, Ellen, 1978-1997 

4.14 Carsch, Ruth, 1978-1982 

4.15 Carter, Milly and Reginald, 1956 

4.16 Clubb, O. Edmund, 1965, 1989 

4.17 Coutiere, Charles, 1964-1966 

4.18 Cowan, Robert and Joan, 1968, 1980-1982 

4.19 Dethleffsen, Inge, 1976-1977 

4.20 Dinsdale, Rosemary, approximately 1991-1993 

4.21 Drury, Frances, 1976, 1987-1988 

4.22 Elguther, Ernst, 1963 

4.23 Franzen, Vreni, 1982-1993 

4.24 French, M.L., 1940-1941 

4.25 Gidion, Herbert, 1944-1950, 1958-1959 

4.26 Gomes, Silvio, approximately 1970-1979 

4.27 Grant, Dorothy, 1979-1984 

4.28 Gunn, Katherine, 1940-1962,  

4.29 Haas, Catherine, 1947, 1977-1981 

4.30 Hadji Baba, 1966 

4.31 Haskins, C.M., 1946 

4.32 Hiebendahl, William, 1965-1967  

4.33 Holzapfel, Willi and Hedwig, 1962, 1969, 1975-1984 

4.34 Hsu, Baroman and Constance, 1980-1982   

4.35-4.36 Kauffmann, Fritz to Adelaide, 1945-1993 (2 folders)  

5.1 Kauffmann, Fritz to Adelaide, telegrams, 1946-1947  

5.2 Kauffmann, Fritz, Advice on trade with China, 1981-1983 

5.3 Kauffmann, Fritz, Complaints to businesses, 1964-1991 

5.4-5.5 Kauffmann, Fritz, Responses to articles, 1971-1987 (2 folders) 

5.6 Kauffmann, Fritz and Adelaide, approximately 1940-1983 

5.7 Kerslake, Adelaide, approximately 1930s-1940s 

5.8 Kerslake, Ernest and Annie, 1922-1925, 1940-1948 

5.9 Kielmeyer family, 1964-1970 

5.10 King, Dan, 1972 

5.11 Klausner, Steve and Ruth, 1983-1984  

5.12 Korff, Maria, 1982-1984 



5.13 Leo Baeck Institute, 1983-1987 

5.14 Lippmann, Heinz and Maria, approximately 1950-1980 

5.15 Lowe, Rudi and Ilse, 1972-1978 

5.16 Lowenthal, A.D. and Hilde, 1954-1955 

5.17 Luft, Hans, 1977-1978 

5.18 Mailänder, Udo and Adelheid, 1961, 1976, 1982-1987 

5.19 Mansbridge, Violet, 1957-1962 

5.20 Merchants & Traders, 1949-1951 

5.21 Meye, Irma, 1951 

5.22 Mimra, R.C., 1980 

5.23 Moller, Eric, 1985-1986 

5.24 Munshi Ganeshi Lal & Son, 1966  

5.25 Musich, Rudy and Renate, 1968-1969 

5.26 Noetzel, Margarete, 1961-1962, 1975-1992 

5.27 Olsen, Rita, 1967 

5.28 Oppenheimer, Hans Alfred, 1954, 1970-1971, 1985  

5.29 Pike, Evelyn, 1978-1987 

5.30 Pirocchi, Gaetano (Guy), 1936-1939, 1957 

5.31 Prodan, Mario, 1967-1970 

5.32 Rainville, Francoise, 1938-1939 

5.33 Rowe, David N., 1981 

5.34 Saul, Mary and Maurice, approximately 1958-1987  

5.35 Schaufler family, 1966-1971  

5.36 Schloss, Eve, 1979-1987 

5.37 Schnarfnagel, Eleanore, 1983-1991 

5.38 Searles, Jack, 1981-1991 

5.39 Shanghai Tiffin Club, 1963, 1974-1976, 1983-1991 

5.40 Stokes, Frank and Marge, approximately 1945-1990 

5.41 Theiler, Muriel and Otto and Leo, approximately 1981-1986 

5.42 Thoma, Kurt & Leni, 1985-1987 

5.43 Tokayer, Rabbi Marvin, 1978 

5.44 Van Briessen, Fritz, 1985-1986 

6.1 Vinz, Curt and Hilde, 1976-1983 

6.2 Vissering, Carl Emmo, 1959-1960 

6.3 Von Mullenheim-Rechberg, Burkard Freiherr, 1981-1982 

6.4 Williams, Audrey, 1989-1994 

6.5-6.6 Williams, Wallace and Connie, 1921-1922, 1940-1947, 1960-1970 (2 folders) 

6.7 Williams, Malcolm and Rosie, 1969, 1974, 1984, 1993 

6.8 Williams, Meriel and David, approximately 1969-1993 

6.9 Williams, Trevor and Audrey, 1962 

6.10 Williams, T.A., 1924 

6.11 Angie, Blanca, Cathy, and Vicki, 1996-1998 

6.12 Asya, 1978-1988 

6.13 Barbara, 1977-1978 

6.14 Bernd and Susi, 1983-1988 

6.15 Bob, Inge, and Shirely, approximately 1969 



6.16 Ch. Andre B., 1965-1966 

6.17 Chai Ma, 1967-1972 

6.18 Gino, 1938 

6.19 Hans and Louise, 1982-1985 

6.20 Hansilse, 1980-1987 

6.21 Jane, 1941, 1983-1996  

6.22 Joe and Berthe, approximately 1950 

6.23 Luz, approximately 1977 

6.24 Madge, 1946 

6.25 Marge, 1946-1948 

6.26 Richard and Ruth, approximately 1981-1983 

6.27 Sibylle, 1982 

6.28 Walther and Marion, 1966 

6.29 Miscellaneous, A-G, approximately 1942-1993 

6.30 Miscellaneous, H-P, approximately 1942-1993 

6.31 Miscellaneous, R-W, approximately 1942-1993 

6.32 Miscellaneous, early letters to Adelaide, 1922-1941 

7.1-7.5 Miscellaneous, 1946-1997 (5 folders) 

7.6 Stamps 

 
 

Series 3: Photographs, circa 1920s-1970s 
 

Box/Folder  

7.7 Adelaide Kauffmann 

7.8-7.9 Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann 

7.10 Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann, Brazil 

7.11 Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann, Italy 

7.12 Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann, train station 

7.13 Horse races, 1943-1945 

7.14, OS 1 “Kay’s papers” (negative in OS 1) 

7.15, OS 2 Negatives (negatives in OS 2) 

7.16 Small photo album 1 

7.17 Small photo album 2 

7.18 Wartime Shanghai? 

7.19,  
Box 11 

Photo album, [Paper Hunts Season 1934/5] 

7.20,  
Box 11 

Photo album, “Home Leave 1937 March-September Shanghai War September-
December” 

7.21,  
Box 12 

Photo album, [Social Evening – Shanghai Light Battery SVC 1933] 

7.22,  
Box 12 

Photo album, [Trip to Hangchow (Whitunsday 1932)] (sic) 

7.23,  
Box 13 

Photo album, [Parliament at Canberra 1928] 

7.24,  Photo album, [front page has five photographs of a dog by a fenced window] 



Box 13 

7.25, Box 
15, OS 3 

Photo album, “Trip to USA Febr. 1933” (negatives in OS 3) 

Box 11 Photo album, [Landing at Rabaul] 

Box 13 Photo album, [front page has four photos at the beach, with sailboats in the 
background, a sunshade, and a ball] 

Box 14 Photo album, “Faltboot-Wanderung won Ulm – nach Wien Mi-Juni 1926 in 8 Tagen 
zusammen mit Edgar Fleischer” 

Box 14 Photo album, “Mein ‘Peterle’ 1925-1927” 

Box 14 Photo album, “Fritzlein” 

Box 15 Photo album, [three portraits of a young man, Sommer 1924, Sept 1925] 

Box 16 Shanghai Light Battery, S.V.C.. 

8.1-8.21 Photographs 

9.1-9.22 Photographs 

 
 
Series 4: Printed materials, circa 1920s-1995 
 

Box/Folder  

10.1 Advertisements, approximately 1930-1960 

10.2 Cards, blank, approximately 1935-1995 

10.3 Clippings, approximately 1939-1987 

10.4 Clippings about China and Japan, approximately 1935-1990 

10.5 Clippings about polo and horse racing, approximately 1930s-1940s 

10.6 Clippings mentioning Fritz and Adelaide Kauffmann, approximately 1930s-1987 

10.7 Comic strips, approximately 1930s-1950s 

10.8 Menus and events, 1938-1963 (2 folders) 

10.9 Newspapers, 1943, 1948 

10.10 Postcards, blank, approximately 1935-1993 

10.11 Shanghai Volunteer Corps, approximately 1985 

10.12 Stationery, 1930s 

10.13 Miscellaneous, approximately 1920s-1940s 

Box 17 Dragon by the Tail: American, British, Japanese, and Russian Encounters with China and 
One Another / John Paton Davies, Jr., 1972 

Box 17 Fifty Years in China: The Memoirs of John Leighton Stuart, Missionary and Ambassador, 
1954 

Box 17 Stuttgart mit meinem Augen / Wolfe Strache, 1982 (inscribed) 

Box 17 Wanderers and Settlers in the Far East: A Century of Jewish Life in China and Japan / 
Herman Dicker, 1962 

Box 17 Polo / The Earl of Kimberly, ed. (inscribed to Fritz Kauffmann by Adelaide Kauffmann) 

Box 17 Grundzüge der Deutsch-Chinesischen Beziehungen / Fritz van Briessen, 1977 

Box 17 U.S. China Policy Today / David Nelson Rowe, 1979 (inscribed to donor) 

Box 17 China: The Roots of Madness / Theodore H. White, 1968 

Box 17 When the Whole is Greater Than the Sum of All Parts / Elmer Berger, reprinted from The 
Palestine Yearbook of International Law, Vol. V, 1989 

 



 
Series 5:  Restitution files, 1950-1992 
 

Box/Folder  

10.14 Amtsgericht Stuttgart, 1951-1975 

10.15 Berliner Disconto Bank, 1977-1978 

10.16 Bundesversicherungsanstalt für Angestellte, 1974-1986 

10.17 Correspondence and attestations, 1953-1977 

10.18 Health insurance payments, 1977-1979 

10.19 Landesamt für die Wiedergutmachung Stuttgart, 1954-1962 

10.20- 
10.22 Landgericht Stuttgart, Rücherstattungskammer, 1975-1977 (3 folders) 

10.23 Mitteilung zur leistung aus der gesetzlichen Rentenversicherung, 1990-1992 

10.24 Nachlassgericht Stuttgart, 1952 

10.25 Oberfinanzdirektion Stuttgart, 1954-1977 

10.26 Oberlandsgericht Stuttgart, 1976-1977 

10.27 Oberpostdirektion Stuttgart, Rentenrechnungsstelle, 1977-1986 

10.28 Öffentliche Anwalt fur die Wiedergutmachung Karlsruhe, 1959-1962 

10.29 Öffentliche Anwalt fur die Wiedergutmachung Stuttgart, 1951-1961 

10.30 Pension payments, 1978-1988 

10.31 Social Security, 1979-1982 

10.32 United Restitution Organization, 1974-1980 

10.33 Miscellaneous, 1950-1988 

 
 
 


