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Descriptive summary 
 
Title: Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers 

Dates: approximately 1930-1947 and undated 

Accession number: 2006.210.2 
 
Creator: Trebits Sussman, Sheindel, 1930- 
 
Extent: 0.2 linear feet (3 folders and 1 book enclosure)  
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers include a diary, ID card, and photographs relating to 
Sheindel “Bella” Trebits Sussman’s experiences during the war. The diary begins on July 8, 1945 and 
relates Sheindel's memories of her hometown of Bácskossuthfalva, Serbia, the German invasion of 
Hungary in 1944, her deportation to the Bácsalmás ghetto and Auschwitz, working in a munitions 
factory, and liberation on April 14, 1945.  The last entry is dated September 1945. The collection also 
includes a color copy of the diary and a membership ID for Poalei Agudat Israel issued to Isak Scharf, 
Scheindel’s first husband. Photographs depict the Trebits family and their relatives, among others, 
including Sheindel’s brothers, a fellow survivor, Sheindel’s paternal grandfather, Pinchas Trebitz, and a 
group photograph of members of Kibbutz Poalei Agudat Israel. 
 
Languages: Hungarian 
 
Administrative Information 
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.  
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers (2006.210.2), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 
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Acquisition information: Sheindel Sussman donated the Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2006 and 2010. The accessions previously numbered 2006.210 
and 2010.175.1 have been incorporated into this collection. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 

Processing history:  Morgan Voth, July 2018 
 
Biographical note 
Sheindel “Bella” Trebits (now Sussman b. 1930) was born in Subotica, Serbia (formally Yugoslavia). She 
was the only daughter of Robert Riven Tebitz and Betty Baila Sara and had two brothers, Israel Srul (b. 
1921) and Itzi Itzhak (b. 1924). Robert was a peddler and Betty took care of the children. The family lived 
an orthodox Jewish life in Bácskossuthfalva, a small village south of Subotica, and spoke Hungarian at 
home. Both boys studied in a yeshiva, but Itzi contracted tuberculosis and died in 1942. After Hungary 
annexed the Subotica area on March 19, 1941 immediate anti-Jewish measures were ordered. In 1943 
Israel was inducted into the Hungarian Forced Labor battalions.  
 
After the German invasion of Hungary in March 1944 Robert was sent with other Jewish men to the 
Subotica prison and was never heard from again. The Trebitz family home was sealed and their money 
was confiscated. Sheindel and her mother were taken to Bácsalmás, an interim ghetto and in southern 
Hungary. Her mother worked in the kitchen and Sheindel worked in the office of the ghetto.  
 
In June 1944, Sheindel and Betty were sent from the transitional ghetto in Bácsalmás to Auschwitz-
Birkenau death camp. Scheindel was forcibly separated from her mother and selected as an able bodied 
labor force. Sheindel's hair was shorn, she wore prisoner's garb, and she stayed with as many as 1,000 
other women prisoners in one barrack. She was 14 years old. In October 1944 Sheindel was transferred 
from the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp to Horneburg concentration camp, a sub camp of Neungamme, near 
Hamburg where she worked in a munition factory. In March 1945 she was transferred again, this time to 
Salzwedel concentration camp, another sub-camp of Neungamme until liberation in April 1945. Sheindel 
decided to return to Subotica to search for her family. In September 1945 she was reunited with her 
brother, Israel, who had escaped from a forced labor battalion and was in the General Tito's army.  
 
Israel deserted from the Yugoslav army and they escaped to Austria through Hungary. In April 1946 
Sheindel and her new sister-in-law, Rochl Stern Trebitz, left Yugoslavia and joined Israel in the Salzburg 
DP camp. In May 1948 they crossed the border into Italy where she met her husband, Rabbi Yitzchak 
Scharf. They married in 1948. In 1950 they immigrated to the United States and had five children, Osher 
(b.1949), Riven, Betty, Reisl, and Sara. Rabbi Scharf passed away in 1979 and Scheindel remarried in 
1981 to Dovid Sussman. 
 
Scope and content of collection  
The Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers include a diary, ID card, and photographs relating to Sheindel 
“Bella” Trebits Sussman’s experiences during the war. The diary begins on July 8, 1945 and relates 
Sheindel's memories of her hometown of Bácskossuthfalva, Serbia, the German invasion of Hungary in 
1944, her deportation to the Bácsalmás ghetto and Auschwitz, working in a munitions factory, and 
liberation on April 14, 1945.  The last entry is dated September 1945. The collection also includes a color 
copy of the diary and a membership ID for Poalei Agudat Israel issued to Isak Scharf, Scheindel’s first 
husband. Photographs depict the Trebits family and their relatives, among others, including Sheindel’s 
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brothers, a fellow survivor, Sheindel’s paternal grandfather, Pinchas Trebitz, and a group photograph of 
members of Kibbutz Poalei Agudat Israel. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers are arranged as a single series.  
 
The folders are arranged alphabetically.  
 
Indexing terms 
Trebitz Sussman, Sheindel. 
 
Auschwitz (Concentration camp) 
Salzwedel (Concentration camp) 
 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) 
Jewish ghettos--Hungary-- Bácsalmás.  
Forced labor--Hungary. 
 
Yugoslavia. 
Subotica (Subotica, Serbia) 
Poland. 
 
Diaries. 
Photographs. 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Series 1: Sheindel Trebits Sussman papers, approximately 1930-1947 and undated 
 
Box/Folder Title 

BE 1 Diary, 1945 
1 of 3 Diary color copy, undated (Not Digitized) 
2 of 3 Membership ID, 1947 
3 of 3 Photographs, approximately 1930-1940s 
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