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Biographical note

Masha Rolnikaite (1927-2016) [alternately known as Mascha Rolnik, Mashe Rolnikayte, M. (Marfi_i),
Rol'nikaite], was born as Mariia Grigor'evna Rol’nikaite on 21 July 1927 in Memel, present-day Klaipeda,
Lithuania. Her father, Hirsch Rolnik (1898-1973), was an attorney who earned his law degree with a
thesis about constitutional law in the Baltic States, and she grew up in Plunge, Lithuania. When Vilnius
was transferred to Lithuanian control, however, the family opted to move there, and it was there they
were living when World War Il broke out, and the city was first occupied by Soviet troops in June 1940,
and following the invasion of the Soviet Union by Germany in June 1941, by the Germans.

During this latter period, Rolnikaite and other members of her family were forced into the Vilnius
Ghetto, and it was there that she began keeping the diary that she would ultimately publish. Due to the
danger of keeping a written diary, she was forced to memorize her entries for a time, and some entries
that she later was able to write down were either destroyed in the camps where she was interned, or
she destroyed the remaining originals herself, after they were published in the post-war years.

During the occupation, her father, endangered both due to his Jewish background but also because of
his work as an attorney defending Communists, fled ahead of the German forces, and survived the
Holocaust, as did her older sister, Mira. Her mother, Taiba, and younger siblings, Rajele and Ruwele, as
well as over 40 other relatives, perished during the Holocaust. Rolnikaite, following her internment in
the Vilnius ghetto, was transferred to Strasdenhof, a camp affiliated with the Kaiserwald concentration
camp in Riga, Latvia. She was later transferred to the Stutthof concentration camp near Danzig, where
she was liberated by Soviet troops in early 1945.

Following the war, she reconstructed her wartime diaries from memory and surviving fragments,
compiling them in Yiddish into three volumes. She studied as a long-distance student at the Maxim
Gorki Institute of Literature, earning a degree in 1955. In the early 1960s, she translated her diaries into
Russian and Lithuanian, and censored versions were then published, under the title of la dolzhna
rasskazat,” (1 Must Tell), first in Lithuanian (1963), and then Russian (1965), and then other languages,
including French and German. In the early 2000s complete, uncensored, versions of this work were
published, as was a sequel of autobiographical essays.

Rolnikaite married a Russian, Semyon Savelyevich Tsukernik (born 1922), in 1959, and the couple settled
in Leningrad (St. Petersburg), where she lived the remainder of her life. She died in St. Petersburg on 7
April 2016.

Alternately known as:
Rolnikayte, M. (Mashe)
Rolnikayte, Mashe
Rol'nikaite, M. (Mariia)
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Rol'nikaite, Mariia Grigor'evna
Rolnik, Mashah

PonbHuKalTe, Malua

n, vopom

Scope and content of collection

The Masha Rolnikaite collection consists of correspondence, documents, manuscript texts, news
clippings, and other related materials, concerning the life and literary career of Rolnikaite (1927-2016),
the Lithuanian-born chronicler of the Holocaust, whose best known work was her account of her time
spent in the Vilnius ghetto, titled “la dolzhna rasskazat’” (I Must Tell).

The correspondence series includes various letters written by and sent to Masha Rolnikaite. These
include Boris Galperin son of Dmitry Galperin and survivor of the Kovno ghetto; Mira, Masha’s older
sister and survivor of the Vilna ghetto; and Yaakov Bunka, a Jewish Lithuanian sculptor who lived and
worked in Plunge, Lithuania, and includes Masha Rolnikaite’s review of the book of Yaakov Bunka
Plunge: Pages of the History; as well as readers, publishers, and various institutions.

The correspondence of llya Ehrenburg and Masha Rolnikaite include articles and speeches written by
Ilya Ehrenburg; Rolnikaite’s recollection about her first meeting with Ilya Ehrenburg in 1961; the
introduction written by llya Ehrenburg to the French edition of | Must Tell; memoirs about llya
Ehrenburg written by Arthur Khavkin, 1970; memoirs about a meeting with Ljuba Michailowna
Kosinzewa (Ehrenburg’s widow) and Irina Erburg (Ehrenburg’s adopted daughter) written by Arthur
Khavkin, 1967- 1970; a translation of Arthur Khavkin memaoirs in Yiddish; a translation of the response
written by Irina Ehrenburg and published in the Yiddish newspaper Naye Presse regarding the transfer of
the Ilya Ehrenburg archives to Yad Vashem Museum’s archives, 1988; fragments of memoirs of meeting
meeting with llya Ehrenburg and Lyubov Kozintseva (Liubov Kozintsova) in 1940 with translation, 1989;
newspaper clippings and articles about Ilya Ehrenburg published literary journals; and two photographs
of llya Ehrenburg.

The Holocaust testimonies and articles include Zverstva w Ponarakh ( Crimes in Ponary) amd My ne
sdavalis (We did not surrender) by Yuliy Farber; “Kak Vam Zhivetsya”(How do you do) by Kszisztof
Konkolewski about Maximilian Kolbe; “Plen” (Captivity) by Sonya Anvaer, Soviet POW; Table of contents
of a Soviet publication of the selected testimonies about the Holocaust, including an excerpt from
Rolnikaite’s article; “Testimony about life in Fascist Captivity,” by Lev Ruzhetsky, 1944, a 7*" grade
student in Odessa; Margarite Aliger — llya Ehrenburg poetry; “Babiy Yar” poem by Yevgeny Yevtushenko
and poetic responses by Aleksey Markov “Moy Otvet (My response), response poem by A. Yakovlev and
Samuil Marshak to Markov; “Shtetale Belz” poem in Russian by unidentified author; a “l was 15” from
the Shmerke Kaczerginski collection in Yad Vashem which contains excerpts from the diaries of children
from the Vilna ghetto (Yitskhok Rudashevski, Gabik Hellere, Masha Rolnikaite); a letter from David
Fishman, an American Jewish historian, with a manuscript; “Songs from Camps and Ghettos” Shmerke
Kaczerginski” with the dedication to Masha Rolnikaite written by Nechama Lifshitzaite, a Lithuanian
Jewish vocalist and a translation of the song into Russian. Also included are articles by Christine M. Pabst
and Manfred Wieninger regarding Anton Schmid, a rescuer of Jews from the Vilna ghetto;
correspondence between Pabst, Wieninger, and Rolnikaite; “Stena Placha,” a poem by I. Kushkin
(student at school #180 in St. Petersburg); “unpublished facts” and other notes for various publications,
corrections, clarifications, preparatory and research materials, and translations of newspaper articles.
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System of arrangement
The Masha Rolnikaite papers is arranged in nine series.

Series 1: Correspondence with Authors, Family, Friends, Readers, and Institutions, circa 1950s-2000s
Series 2: Biographical Materials, circa 1950s-1990s

Series 3: Manuscripts, Shorts Stories by Masha Rolnikaite, circa 1960s-2000s

Series 4: Collected Materials from Holocaust Survivors, Authors, and Institutions, circa 1940s-2000s
Series 5: Notebooks, Diaries, and Loose Leaf Notes, circa 1950s-2000s

Series 6: Photographs, Albums, Scrapbooks, and Slides, circa 1930s-2000s

Series 7: Scrapbook, 1939-1988

Series 8: Newspapers and Magazines, circa 1950s-2000s

Series 9: Awards and certificates, 2003-2006
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Genre / Form:
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Correspondence.
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Poems.
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CONTAINER LIST
Series 1: Correspondence with Authors, Family, Friends, Readers, and Institutions, circa 1950s-2000s
Box / Folder: | Title
1.1 Aleksandrovna, Kira, second wife of Masha Rolnikaite’s father 1976-1980s; in Russian
1.2 Belousov, Alexander, Yiddish writer, 1983; in Russian and Yiddish
1.3 Bunka, Yaakov, circa 1980s; in Russian
1.4 Eckert, Christina, Germany, 2001-2002; in German
1.5 Eduardas and Mira, Masha Rolnikaite’s nephew (son of Mira), circa 1970s-1980s; in
Lithuanian
1.6-7 Ehrenburg, llya, circa 1960s-1980s
1.8 Frida, friend from Vilnius, 1969; in Russian
1.9 Friedman, Avrora, friend of Masha Rolnikaite, 1969, 1979; in Russian
1.10 Galperin, Boris, son of Dmitry Galperin, survivor of the Kovno ghetto, circa 1970s; in
Russian
1.11-12 Galperinas, Dmitry, survivor of the Kovno ghetto, 1969-1991, undated; in Russian
1.13 Jadwiska, Jadwige, Polish friend, 1988; in Polish
1.14 Jonaitis, Henrikas, Lithuanian Righteous Gentile; 1978-1981; in Lithuanian
1.15 Jugeborg, Keil, circa 1970s; in German
1.16 Kharkin, Arthur Moiseevich, 1961-1970s; in Russian
1.17-18 Lev, Mikhail, Yiddish Soviet writer, 1973-1990; in Yiddish
1.19 Manurova, Milya, 1977; in Russian
1.20 Maya, Masha Rolnikaite’s friend, 1969, 1983; in Russian
1.21 Mira née Rolnikaite, older sister of Masha Rolnikate, 1960s-1980s, undated; in
2.1-2 Russian
2.3 Piepka, Jan, Polish friend, 1987-1988; in Polish
2.4 Rabin, losif and Irma Druker, Soviet Yiddish writers, 1970-1980s; in Yiddish
2.5 Razumny, Mark (1896-1988) Yiddish writer from Riga, Latvia, 1967; in Yiddish
2.6 Regina, 1969-1976; in Lithuanian
2.7 Rolnik, Hirsch (Grigory), Masha’s father, 1954-1969, and undated; in Russian
2.8 Sonya, 1969-1976; in Russian
2.9 Steinberg, K. R. Schimon, correspondent from GDR (East Germany), 1965; in Yiddish
2.10 Tsukernik, Semyon, Masha Rolnikaite’s husband, 1970s-1980s, undated; in Russian
2.11 Vershinin, Michail, 1989; in Russian
2.12 Zapruder, Alexandra, American historian regarding the publication of Masha diary in
the “Salvaged Pages” anthology, 2002; in English
2.13 Zhak, Venjamin, poet from Rostov on Don, 1970-1980s; in Russian
2.14-15 Various correspondents, 1960s; in Russian and Lithuanian
3.1-5
0s1 Greeting card with flower, circa 1960s
3.6 Various correspondents, 1970s; in Russian and Lithuanian
3.7 Various correspondents, 1980s; in Russian and Lithuanian
3.8 Various correspondents, 2000s; in Russian and Lithuanian
3.9 Various correspondence in Lithuanian, circa 1950s-2012
4.1-2 Various private persons, circa 1960s-1980s
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4.3 Various institutions, 1990-2015
4.4-7 Postcards and greetings cards, 1960s-1980s
4.8 Telegrams, circa 1970s-1980s
4.9 Related to publications, circa 1960s-2000s
4.10 Related to interviews, circa 2003
5.1-2 Letters from readers, circa 1960s-1970s
5.3 Sovietski Pisatel’ periodical, 1970s
5.4 50 birthday cards, 1977
5.5 75% birthday cards, 2002
5.6 80™ birthday cards, 2007
5.7 85™ birthday cards, 2012
5.8 Birthday cards, undated

Series 2: Biographical Materials, circa 1950s-1990s

Box / Folder: | Title
5.9 Hirsh Rolnik’s birth and death certificates; photocopies
5.10 Hirsh Rolnik’s dissertation for the University of Leipzig, 1927
5.11 Soviet documents and Lithuanian ID documents
5.12 Profile form, 1995; in Russian
5.13 Wedding, 1959
5.14 Restitution paperwork, 2003
5.15 Gorki Institute of Literature in Moscow, paperwork, circa 1960s; in Russian
5.16 Prix Memoire De La Shoah, documents about award, 2003
5.17 Various award, 1997, 2006-2015
5.18 Article 1, Akinphiev Vladislav, 2012
5.19 Article 2, “...damit die Menschen alles erfahren”
5.20 Article 3, play based on I Must Tell, by Marianna Butenschon, 1999; in German
6.1 Article 4, Review of | Must Tell, Dov Levin; in Hebrew and translation into Russian
6.2 “Zhizn polse Kholokost ( Life after Holocaust) by Alexander Rubashkin
6.3 Review of | Must Tell, by Reuven Levitan; translated into Russian from Hebrew
6.4 “The Writings of a Soviet Anne Frank?” by Anja Tippner, 2014; in English
6.5 Articles about Masha Rolnikaite by various authors
6.6 Various events and readings, 1965-2008

Series 3: Manuscripts, Shorts Stories by Masha Rolnikaite, circa 1960s-2000s

Box / Folder: | Title
6.7 Bibliographic materials
6.8 Talantlivaia Ispolenia Yevreiskih Pesen, 1960
6.9 Slushaia Dresdenskuyu Shtatskapelu, 1963
6.10 Nazistkih Ubiyitz: K Otvetu, 1966
6.11 Ih Oruzhiye Chelovechnost, 1968
6.12 Druzhba Narodov, 1968
6.13 Ne Tolko Dan Pamiati, 1986
6.14 la Prishla Tibe Mama, 1995
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6.15 Afishi Vilnuskogo Ghetto, 2007
6.16 On Bole Nashei Opshei Bolyu, 2001
6.17 Vospominania o Komarovo, 2003
6.18 Andrian Vladimiravich Makedonov ( recollections)
6.19 Alexander Semyonovich Smolian ( recollections)
6.20 Davniaia Vstrecha S Proshlim Nastoiashim, 1967
6.21 Der Druckfehler, essay; in German
6.22 Dva Brata, essay; in Russian
6.23 Master Iskustv Litvi; in Russian
6.24 Pamiati Chrustalnei Nochi; in Russian
6.25 V Nezavisimai Litve
6.26 Vadim Sergeyavich Shefner
6.27 Vladimir Grigoravich Admoni
6.28 Unidentified fragments of essays
6.29 Ksyusha, 1962
6.30 Nedelia V Germanii
6.31 Vistuplenia Na Mezhdunarodnom Seminare Ob Antisemitisme V Post Totalitarnie
Yevrope, 1992, draft
6.32 Podarki 1962
6.33 Prodalzhenie Davnego Raskaza, 2002
6.34 Besotvetnii Vopros
6.35 Estestviniaia Reakzia
6.36 S Gidom i bez Gida, 1969
6.37 Trudni Praznik
6.38 Vstrechi s proshlim i nastoiachim
6.39 U Vracha
6.40 Za Shto?
6.41 Za Ubliku
6.42 Zhivi Ditia Mayo, Chot Ti Ada Zhivi
6.43 lazik Moi, Vrag Moi
6.44 Skazhut Vse Yevrei Obmanshiki
6.45-46 Yiddish Poetry,
6.47 Russian Poetry
7.1 Speeches for visit to Germany
7.2 Speeches for Vilnius, 1964
7.3 Speeches, Round Table in Moscow, 1964
7.4 French Translation of the introduction and afterword written by llya Ehrenburg
7.5 Postface 4 Je devais le raconteur de Macha Rolnikas
7.6 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Preface, Israeli edition; in Russian
7.7 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Afterword, French edition; in Russian
7.8 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Afterword, Austrian edition; in German
7.9 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Afterword, Russian edition, 1964; in Russian
7.10 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Afterword, later editions; in Russian
7.11-12 la Dalzhna Raskazat, Russian manuscript
7.13-17 la Dalzhna Raskazat Yiddish Manuscript
8.1-3 Dolgoye Molchanie; Russian manuscript
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8.4-6 Dolgoye Molchanie, 2" draft, manuscript
8.7-8 Svadebni Podarok manuscript
8.9 Podsnezhnik manuscript
9.1
9.2-3 Eto Bilo Potom manuscript
9.4-7 Unpublished manuscript fragments
9.8 One rekht tsu lebn, Yiddish manuscript

Series 4: Holocaust materials: collected from Holocaust survivors, authors, and institutions, circa

1940s-2000s

Box / Folder: | Title
9.9-10 Holocaust Testimonies and Articles
9.11 “l was 15,” photocopy of typed manuscript
10.1-2 Songs From Camps and Ghettos, by Nechama Lifshitzaite; photocopy
10.3-4 Translations of song lyrics from Russian to Lithuanian
10.5 Various articles in Yiddish
10.6 Miscellaneous articles, circa 1980s
10.7 Miscellaneous materials including correspondence, notes, poems, article
10.8 Children’s drawings from the Theresienstadt ghetto; in Russian
10.9 Buchenwald concentration camp, booklet; in Russian
10.10 Mauthausen concentration camp, booklet; in Russian
10.11 Ravensbriick concentration camp, booklet, 1959; in German
10.12 Salaspils concentration camp, booklets; in Lithuanian, Russian
10.13 Stuffhof concentration camp, booklets, 1965-1968; in Polish
10.14 Ernst Lemmer Goebbels: Journalist, Nazi Informer, Revenge Minister, 1964; in
Russian
10.15 Various booklets in Russian, circa 1960s-2010
11.1 Auschwitz concentration camp, postcards
11.2 Buchenwald concentration camp, postcards
11.3 Majdanek concentration camp, postcards
114 Ravensbriick concentration camp, postcards
11.5 Sachsenhausen concentration camp, postcards
11.6 Soviet victims memorial, postcard

Series 5: Notebooks, Diaries, and Loose Leaf Notes, circa 1950s-2000s

Box / Folder: | Title
11.7 Notebook, poetry and song lyrics composed by Masha Rolnikaite while in the Vilna
ghetto, circa 1940s; in Yiddish
11.8 Masha Rolinkaite school notebook, class VIl b, 1940-1941
11.9 Notebook, 1957-1978
11.10 Notebook, 1960-1967
11.11 Notebook, 1964-1967
11.12 Notebook, 1967
11.13 Notebook, 1969-1970
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11.14 Notebook, 1976

11.15 Notebook, 1979

11.16 Notebook, 1985-1990

12.1 Notebook, 1987-1992

12.2 Notebook, 1988-1989

12.3 Notebook, 1990

12.4 Notebook, 1990-1991

12.5 Notebook, 1991

12.6 Notebook, 1992-1996

12.7 Notebook, 1993-1998

12.8 Notebook, 1994-1995

13.1 Notebook, 1997

BE 1 Notebook, 1998-2000

13.2 Notes from Notebook, 1998-2000

13.3 Notebook, 2001

134 Notebook, 2001-2002

13.5 Notebook, 2003

13.6 Notebook, undated

0S2 Notebook, undated, negative found in book

13.7 Notes from tourist trip to Czechoslovakia, 1981
13.8-10 Miscellaneous notes, undated

Series 6: Photographs, Albums, Scrapbooks, and Slides, circa 1930s-2000s

Box / Folder: Title
13.11 Lithuanian friends and family of Masha Rolinkaite, circa 1930s-1950s
13.12 Lithuanian friends and family of Masha Rolinkaite, circa 1960s
14.1 Lithuanian friends and family of Masha Rolinkaite, circa 1970s
14.2 Lithuanian friends and family of Masha Rolinkaite, circa 1990s
14.3 Lithuanian friends and family of Masha Rolinkaite, circa 2000s
14.4 Masha Rolnikaite, circa 1950s-1960s
14.5 Masha Rolnikaite, circa 1970s-2000s
14.6 Masha Rolnikaite and Semyon Savelyevich Tsukernik, circa 1950s-1970s
14.7 Masha Rolnikaite and Semyon Savelyevich Tsukernik, circa 1980s-1990s
14.8 Masha Rolnikaite and Semyon Savelyevich Tsukernik, circa 2000s
14.9-10 Speeches, Trips, and Presentations, circa 1940s-2000s
14.11 Vilnus TV Series Shoot, 1964
14.12 Funeral of Kira Alexandrovna, November 11, 1984
14.13 Ulkina’s Wedding, 1990
14.14 Untitled photograph album, circa 1990s
14.15 St. Petersburg Jewish Center, 2002
14.16 Untitled photograph album, circa 2003
14.17 Miscellaneous photographs, circa 1990s-2000s
16 and 23 Two large albums: (Vilnius, 1957-1961), and (1950’s-1960's)
17 and 24 Two large albums: (1960’s), and (1950’s-1980’s)
18 504 color slides representing private tourist trips, ca. 1969-1976

10
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Series 7: Scrapbook, 1939-1988

19 ‘ Untitled Scrapbook, 1939-1988

Series 8: Newspapers and Magazines, circa 1950s-2000s

20.1 Das Volk, June 19, 1967

20.2 France-Soir, December 22, 1966

20.3 France Nouvelle, December 21, 1966

204 Komjauimo Tiesa, 1953-1973

20.5 I"Humanité, December 15, 1966; December 24, 1966
20.6 I"Humanité Dimanche, December 1966

20.7 La Presse Nouvelle, 1966-1973

20.8 La Presse Nouvelle Magazine, December 1966
20.9 Neue Zeit, June 29, 1967; July 2, 1967

20.10 Sonntag, November 19, 1967

20.11 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 1950s
20.12 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 1960s
20.13 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 1970s
20.14 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 1980s
21.1 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 1990s
21.2 Newspapers and newspaper clippings, circa 2000s
21.3 Newspaper clippings, circa 1957-2014

21.4 Newspapers, circa 1967-2012

221 Magazines, 1953-2002

22.2 Posters, 1966, 1967, 1975

15.1 Magazines and journals, 1965-1991, undated

15.2 Newspaper clippings, 1940s-1950s

15.3 Newspaper clippings, 1961-1969

154 Newspaper clippings, 1970-1974

15.5 Newspaper clippings, 1987-1989

15.6 Newspaper clippings, 1990-1996

15.7 Newspaper clippings, 2001-2007

15.8 Newspaper clippings, undated

11
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Series 9: Awards and certificates, 2003-2006

22.3

Awards and certificates, 2003, 2006
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