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Abstract: The Fryderyk Winnykamien papers comprise documents and photographs concerning
Fryderyk Winnykamien, a Polish born Jew who escaped the Warsaw ghetto and lived in hiding
for part of the war and his family in the years during and after the Holocaust. Materials include
certification of slave labor, identification cards including Fryderyk’s false identification,
correspondence, photographs depicting Fryderyk, his parents and wife at the Duppel displaced
persons camp, United States naturalization paperwork, restitution claims, and the diary
Fryderyk kept while in hiding in Warsaw between 1943 and 1944.

Language: Polish, German, English, Russian
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Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Acquisition information: Fryderyk Winnykamien donated his papers to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in 2008.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Colleen Benoit, April 2016

Biographical note

Fryderyk Winnykamien (later Frederick Weinstein) was born to Leopold Lipa and Isabella Bajla
Gerszange Winnykamien in Biata Podlaska, Poland, where Leopold worked as a dentist. Fryderyk was the
middle of three children, with an older sister named Pola and a younger sister named Rysia. The
Winnykamien family lived in £6dz and all three children attended Jewish schools. After Germany invaded
Poland in 1939, the Winnykamien family fled todz for Warsaw, with the intention of escaping to the
Soviet Union. Unable to find work in Warsaw, in 1940 the family moved briefly to Otwock, a small town
near Warsaw, where Leopold tried unsuccessfully to practice dentistry and Fryderyk earned money by
smuggling food into Warsaw. Later, Fryderyk and his family moved to Gniewdszow, a large village in the
vicinity of Radom. There, Leopold practiced dentistry on well to do peasants and Pola returned to
Warsaw to continue nursing school. In 1942, upon the German establishment of a ghetto in Gniewdszow
and shortly before the liquidation of that ghetto, Fryderyk and his parents hid with a family friend and
were smuggled back to Warsaw, where Fred lived in the Warsaw ghetto and worked as a mechanic in
the Ursus factory. In 1943, Fred fled the ghetto and went into hiding with his parents on the Aryan side
of Warsaw under the assumed identity of a Roman Catholic man by the name of Mieczyslaw
Ambryszewski. His mother and father lived under a false names of Maria and Jézef Gizinski. The family
was forced to flee the building in which they were hiding after it was set on fire by SS guards in
retaliation for the Warsaw ghetto uprising in early 1944. Fryderyk and his father spent the remaining
days of the war as forced laborers building an outpost on the Soviet front until the Red Army liberated
them in 1945. Fryderyk and Leopold were reunited with Isabella in Warsaw but learned that Pola was
killed by an SS guard while tending to patients injured as a result of the uprising in the ghetto hospital
where she worked as a nurse and that Rysia was killed in 1945 during the American Air Force bombing of
Berlin, where she was working as a forced laborer. The surviving members of the family traveled around
Europe and eventually settled in the Dippel displaced persons camp near Berlin. There, Fryderyk met
his future wife, Ruth Cohn Chotzen and together, they immigrated to the United States in 1946 where
they married and settled in New York. Upon their arrival, Fryderyk obtained work as a machinist for
Beacon Machine Works and Ruth as an operator for the Atlantic Pad Company. Leopold and Isabella
immigrated later to the United States.

Scope and content of collection

The Fryderyk Winnykamien papers comprise documents and photographs collected by Fryderyk that
document his experiences during and after the Holocaust. Materials include identification cards,
correspondence, photographs, restitution paperwork, and a diary Fryderyk kept while in hiding in
Warsaw between 1943 and 1944. The identification papers are all from the post war period, with the
exception of a certificate stating he was a Jew and a slave laborer at the Ursus factory in 1942 and the
false identification Fryderyk obtained while in hiding in 1943. Other forms of identification include travel
passes and professional identification and passports for his father, Leopold. Other materials from the
immediate post-war period include papers Fryderyk obtained while residing at the Dippel displaced
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persons camp near Berlin. This includes employment certifications for himself and Leopold. Additionally,
most of the photographs comprised here within are images from Dippel. This collection also comprises
a diary Fryderyk kept while in hiding in Warsaw between 1943 and 1944. He begins his account with his
memories of the German invasion of Poland in 1939 and recounts his escape from Gniewdszow, life in
the Warsaw ghetto, his family and friends, and his escape from the ghetto in 1943. Upon fleeing his
hiding place in 1944, Fryderyk buried his diary in the cellar where he was residing and returned to
Warsaw after the war to retrieve it from the rubble. Post-war documents include Fryderyk’s United
States naturalization papers and related documents, including his draft registration receipt, intent to
become a citizen, and appeal to sponsor his parents immigration to the country. Restitution paperwork
for Fryderyk, his parents, and his wife, Ruth is also held in this collection. The correspondence among
Fryderyk’s papers is primarily from the 1970s. Most of it is between Fryderyk and his parents and Maria
and Boleslaw Paciorek, Christians who were instrumental to Fryderyk’s survival during the war.

System of arrangement
The Fryderyk Winnykamien papers are arranged as a single series.

Indexing terms

Winnykamien, Fryderyk (1922-).
Winnykamien, Leopold Lipa (1893-1978).
Winnykamien, lzabella Gerszange (1899-2000).
Winnykamien, Pola (1920-1943).
Winnykamien, Rysia (1927-1945).

Weinstein, Ruth Chotzen (1922-2007)

Holocaust diaries.

Dentists--Poland--todz.

Holocaust survivors--Poland--Warsaw.

Jewish ghettos--Poland--Warsaw.

Hiding places--Poland--Warsaw.

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Poland--Warsaw--Personal narratives.
Refugee camps--Germany--Berlin.

Gniewoszow (Radom, Poland).

tédz (Poland).

Biata Podlaska (Poland).

Berlin (Germany).

United States--Emigration and immigration--History--20th century.

CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Fryderyk Winnykamien papers, 1940-1999 [bulk 1946-1947]

Box Folder | Title

1 1 Certification of Nazi persecution and Soviet forced labor, 1945-1946

Correspondence:
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1 2 Paciorek, Maria and Boleslaw, 1974-1983

1 3 Winnykamien, Leopold and Isabella, 1946-1978

1 4 Winnykamien, Rysia, approximately 1944

1 5 Diary, 1943-1944 [See oversized box 1]

1 6 Duppel displaced persons camp documents, 1946-1947
Identification papers:

1 7 False identity, 1943

1 8 Jewish Community of Berlin, 1946

1 9 Winnykamien, Fryderyk, 142-1946

1 10 Winnykamien, Leopold, 1947-1953

1 11 Immigration and Naturalization papers, 1946-1951
Photographs:

1 12 Bocian, Irena and Zofia, 1940

1 13 Dippel displaced persons camp, 1946

1 14 Winnykamien, Fryderyk and Ruth, 1946

1 15 Winnykamien, Leopold and Isabella, 1946

1 16 Police registration, 1945
Restitution:

1 17 Weinstein, Ruth, 1956-1998

1 18 Winnykamien, Fryderyk, 1945-1999

1 19 Winnykamien, Leopold and Isabella, 1947-1999

Oversize materials:

Box

Title

0S1

Diary, 1943-1944
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