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Descriptive summary 
 
Title: Kalman Linkimer diary 

Dates: 1944-1945 and undated 

Accession number: 2008.400.1 
 
Creator: Linkimer, Kalman, 1913-1988 
 
Extent: 0.4 linear feet (8 folders)  
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Kalman Linkimer diary was kept by Kalman Linkimer from 1944-1945 while in hiding with 
ten other Jews in the cellar of Robert and Johanna Seduls’ home in Liepāja, Latvia. Kalman began his 
diary in 1941, but he had to leave it behind when he escaped from the Liepāja ghetto. After he went into 
hiding at the Seduls’ home, he began a second diary from 1944-1945 and recounts his experiences 
recorded in his first diary as well as his daily routine and experiences. His last entry is dated 20 February 
1945. 
 
Languages: Yiddish 
 
Administrative Information 
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.  
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Kalman Linkimer diary (2008.400.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 

Acquisition information: The Kalman Linkimer diary was acquired by the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 2008 from Ilana Ivanova, daughter of David Zivcon, one of the Jews who survived 
in hiding with Kalman. 
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Related Material: The Museum’s Library holds a translation of Kalman’s diary titled, 19 months in a 
cellar: How 11 Jews eluded Hitler's henchmen: the Holocaust diary of Kalman Linkimer 1941-1945 
(DS135.L33 L56 2011 and DS135.L33 L56 2008). 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 

Processing history:  Morgan Voth, August 2018 
 
Biographical note 
Kalman Linkimer (1913-1988) was born in Latvia and worked as a teacher. In 1942, Kalman was taken to 
the Liepāja ghetto and sent to work on a base in Paplaka, Latvia. In 1944 he escaped the ghetto with 
Aaron Westermann and Zelig Hirschberg. Kalman’s friend, David Zivcon, told him about Robert Seduls 
(1906-1945) and his wife Johanna “Anna” Seduls (1910-1987) hiding people in their cellar. The three 
men decided to go to Seduls’ home. Kalman hid in the cellar for twelve months with seven men and 
three women. During this time, Kalman kept his diary from 1944-1945. The diary includes descriptions of 
their daily routine and experiences, such as a warning light that was used to alert them someone was 
coming and a radio they listened to for information on the war, as well as the physical and psychological 
challenges of hiding in the cellar. After Robert was killed in March 1945 from a bombing, Anna 
continued to care for them until the end of the war. After the war, Kalman moved to Riga, Latvia. Robert 
and Johanna Seduls were named Righteous Among the Nations in 1981. 
 
Scope and content of collection  
The Kalman Linkimer diary was kept by Kalman Linkimer from 1944-1945 while in hiding with ten other 
Jews in the cellar of Robert and Johanna Seduls’ home in Liepāja, Latvia. Kalman began his diary in 1941, 
but he had to leave it behind when he escaped from the Liepāja ghetto. After he went into hiding at the 
Seduls’ home, he began a second diary from 1944-1945 and recounts his experiences recorded in his 
first diary as well as his daily routine and experiences. His last entry is dated 20 February 1945. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Kalman Linkimer diary is arranged as a single series.  
 
Indexing terms 
Linkimer, Kalman 
 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) 
World War, 1939-1945--Personal narratives. 
 
Liepāja (Latvia) 
 
Diaries. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Kalman Linkimer diary, 1944-1945 and undated 
 
Box/Folder Title 

1-4 of 8 Diary, 1944 (4 folders) 
5 of 8 Diary, 1944-1945 

6-8 of 8 Diary, undated (3 folders) 
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