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Shevach Biegeleisen and Emanuel Stein Family Papers 

 
1.  Postcard written in Polish, sent by Nuska to Regina Stöger (later Regina Biegeleisen) in Kraków, 
Poland, October 10, 1938. 
 
2.  Postcard written in German, sent by Dora [illegible] in Kraków, Poland to Jakob Stöger in Tel Aviv, 
August 22, 1939.  
 
3.  17 postcards written in Yiddish, sent by Szewach Andzia and Jula Bigeleisen in Kolomyja, USSR to their 
son and daughter-in-law, Isidore and Regina Bigeleisen in Tel Aviv, 1940-1941.  
 
4.  23 postcards written in Polish, sent by Szewach Andzia and Jula Bigeleisen in Kolomyja, USSR to their 
son and daughter-in-law, Isidore and Regina Bigeleisen, addressed to J. Stöger (Regina’s father), Tel Aviv, 
1940-1941.  
 
5. 5 postcards, written in Polish, sent by friends in Lvov, USSR to Isidore Bigeleisen in Tel Aviv, Apri-May 
1940.  
 
6.  Postcard, written in German, sent from Lazar [illegible] in Kazakhstan, to Jakob Stöger in Tel Aviv, 
February 1944.  
 
7.  Postcard, written in Polish, sent by Herman Wasserberger in Johannesburg, S.A. to Isidore Bigeleisen 
in Jerusalem, September 9, 1941.  
 
8.  Postcard, written in Polish, sent by Giza Laufer in London, to Jakob Stöger in Tel Aviv, September 8, 
1939.  
 
9.  Postcard, written in Polish, sent from Tel Aviv to Isidore Beigeleisen in Jerusalem, illegible date. 
 
10.  Receipt for a package sent by I. Bigeleisen in Tel Aviv to Szewach Bigeleisen in Kolomyja, delivered 
on May 20, 1940; signed by the addressee.  
 
11.  14 telegrams sent from Kolomyja and Lvov to Jakob Stöger in Tel Aviv, regarding notifying Isidore 
that his parents arrived safely in Kolomyja, in English, 1940.  
 
12.  Certificate stating the Dr. Emanuel Stein completed a 40 hour course in rescuing people after a gas 
attack, issued in Warsaw, Poland, May 15, 1935.  
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13.  Military ID issued to Emanuel Stein (b. 1905). Stein was unducted into the Polish Army in 1926. The 
ID states Stein is of the mosaic faith, resides at Dietla 57; graduated from high school in Krakow in 1924, 
studied philosophy at the Jagellonian University in 1928, and graduated medical school at Jagellonian 
University in Krakow in 1934. 
 
14.  Memoir written by Stefania Stein, mother of Emanuel and Kalman Stein, written in Mexico City, 
1941. Translated into English from the original Polish. In the memoir, Stefania Stein describes the escape 
from Poland in September 1939; imprisonment by the Soviets; buying tickets to Japan in Kovno and 
obtaining visas to Curaco; journey via Moscow and Vladivostok to Tokyo; sailing the Pacific ocean; 
reaching the United States but being unable to stay and traveling to Mexico City where they stayed 
illegally.  
 
15.  Letters written by Anna (Andzia) and Szewach Bigeleisen in Krakow to their son Isidore Izio 
Bigeleisen in Tel Aviv after realizing that they will have to flee Krakow, August 1939. Letters written from 
Kolomyja, New Zealand, and Turkey. Correspondence written in Polish with Regina Bigeleisen’s mother 
in Tel Aviv, 1939-1943.  
 
16.  Invitation, issued by the Polish Legation in Mexico City to Dr. Emanuel Stein to meet Rabbi Stephen 
Weiss and Nachum Goldman, November 11, 1942.  
 
17.  Photograph of various family members of the Stein and Hercig families before and after World War 
II. 
 
18. Memoir, written by Dr. Emanuel Stein in a form of letters to his daughter Anna in which he described 
the family history; his and his brother’s childhood in the affluent family in Krakow, the religious 
observance of his father in the Belz small synagogue (shtibl); the father died in 1920 and the fortunes of 
the family turned for the worse. Emanuel finished high school and could not attend medical school 
because of “numerus clausus” policy of accepting just 10% of Jews. Emanuel studied philosophy. In 1927 
he went to Dijon, France and wrote articles for the Polish Jewish newspaper.  In 1928 he finished his 
doctoral thesis and was awarded Ph.D. He immediately applied to medical school.  His brother Kalman 
supported the family. He graduated in 1934.  Dr. Stein was always a dedicated Zionist activist.  In 1935 
he met his future wife Rose Herzig and they married on June 9, 1938. Roza was a graduate of law school 
at the Jagiellonian University as well as Music School.  In September 1939, with many difficulties, 
Emanuel, Roza, his mother Stefania and his in-laws (Rose’s parents) as well as a baby Anita found a 
relative safety in Lvov.  Their desire to leave USSR was such that in December 1939 they decided to cross 
the Lithuanian border to Vilna. The group was arrested during this effort of stealing the border and 
major efforts were made not to give up the valuables in their possession. The group of the Jewish 
refugees finally made it into Vilna and baby Anita and her nanny was reunited with her parents: Moniek 
and Bala. Anita was flown to Paris.  In view of the German conquests of Western Europe it became clear 
that they have to leave Lithuania and USSR as soon as possible.  Dr. Stein heard that it was possible to 
obtain visas for Curacao through the Dutch consulate in Kovno.  He went there and indeed obtained an 
official certificate that no visa is necessary to enter Curacao and Surinam.  After many Soviet 
harassments the family finally left Vilna on October 1, 1940. They spent Rosh HaShana in Moscow 
praying in the Great Synagogue there with hundreds of Russian Jews. They proceeded on the trans-
Siberian train to Vladivostok and then by boat to Japan.  They were able to disembark in Mexico on false 
pretenses and arrived in Mexico City.  Emanuel’s mother Stefania; his wife Rose; her parents Hercig and 
the couple Morgenstern; Lilly, Rose’s youngest sister and a small boy Joe (?) altogether nine people.  
Even though they were in Mexico illegally Dr. Stein organized the Mexican branch of OSE, which 
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smuggled medications and vaccinations to ghettoes in Poland. They continued to live in Mexico and in 
February 1942, Anna Stein, daughter of Emanuel and Rose Stein was born.  For a symbolic bribe of $60  
her parents became legal residents of Mexico and Emanuel had a right to practice medicine. The Stein 
family finally was granted the US immigration visa and in November 1942 settled in NY.  Dr. Stein passed 
necessary exams and started his private practice; their second daughter Ruth was born in April 1947. 
 
19.  Memoir, written in Polish by Dr. Julian Aleksandrowicz “Twardy” in which he described his 
experiences after the German invasion of Poland in September 1939; his crossing the border from the 
Soviet territory to reunite with his wife, child and his parents in Krakow;  On January 15, 1940 Dr. 
Aleksandrowicz returned to 1 Przy Moscie Street in Krakow, in his parents’ home. In March 1941 they 
were all forced inFto the Krakow ghetto, where Dr. Aleksandrowicz worked in the ghetto hospital. In 
May 1942 he and other doctors were able to save 470 patients from a deportation do Belzec. In March 
1943 the Germans started the final liquidation of the Krakow ghetto.  Dr. Aleksandrowicz, his wife 
Maryla, and 7 year-old son Jerzyk with a group of friends decided to escape the ghetto via the 
underground sewers.  His father refused to go and his mother stayed with her husband. The sewer lead 
them to Plaszow and Dr. Aleksandrowicz found safe haven for a night with the family of a former 
patient. Later a soldier who served in the same battalion in which Dr. Aleksandrowicz served as a 
physician took them in.  In the Adamski family apartment at in Krakow, five Jews found a hiding place: 
80 years-old grandmother, 60 years-old mother-in-law, Maryla Aleksandrowicz, their son Jerzyk  and Dr. 
Aleksandrowicz himself.  Gestapo found them there and Dr. Aleksandrowicz (as Julian Adamski) tried to 
commit suicide by drinking diluted cyanide, but he was taken to the hospital and survived.  His mother-
in-law left for Drohobycz, where she was shortly after that murdered. The grandmother was placed in an 
old age home.  After many moves the Aleksandrowicz family found helping hands and were able to 
move into a small apartment and obtain false papers. Dr. Aleksandrowicz decided to join the Polish 
underground army AK, while his wife and son lived under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Stefanik. 
Dr. Aleksandrowicz was instructed not to reveal his Jewish nationality when he joined the AK unit in the 
forest near Radom. His nome de guerre was “Twardy” (hard in Polish). Dr. Aleksandrowicz writes about 
Mr. Adamski, a mason, who risked his life to smuggle food packages to the Krakow ghetto for Dr. 
Aleksandrowicz’s father, his dear friend.  In October 1944 Dr. Aleksandrowicz returned to Krakow and he 
found a home in the Adamski apartment at Sw. Jana 30 Street. He traveled to Wieliczka to search for his 
wife and son.  In April 1945 they were free. 
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