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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Edith Hamberg Tarcov papers 
 
Dates:  circa 1918-2011 (bulk 1938-1946) 
 
Accession number:  2009.298.1 
 
Creator: Tarcov, Edith Hamberg, 1919-1990. 
 
Extent:  .83 linear feet (2 boxes, 1 oversize folder) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of Edith Hamberg (Tarcov), originally 
of Hannover, Germany, including her immigration to the United States, correspondence with her 
parents Minna and Sally Hamberg who remained in Hannover until their deportation to Riga in 
December 1941, restitution paperwork, photographs, and an unpublished novel manuscript based on 
her life.  
 
Languages:  German, English 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
 
Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Edith Hamberg Tarcov papers (2009.298.1), United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
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Acquisition information:  The collection was donated to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
by Nathan Tarcov and Miriam Tarcov, son and daughter of Edith Hamberg Tarcov. Accretions were 
donated in 2016 and 2017. 
 
Related materials: The museum library has a copy of The illustrated book of Jewish knowledge, by Edith 
and Oscar Tarcov. Illustrated by Adam Simone (DS102.8 .T3 1959) 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, December 2017 
 
Biographical note  
Edith Hamberg (later Edith Hamberg Tarcov, 1919-1990) was born on 23 October 1919 in Hannover, 
Germany to Sally (1887-1942?) and Minna (née Braunsberg, 1889-1943?) Hamberg. She had one sister, 
Margot (later Margot Ward, b.1924). Her father was a World War I veteran. Prior to her emigration from 
Germany, Edith was an active Zionist and worked at Jewish orphanages in Hannover and Kassel. She 
emigrated from Germany in 1939, first to England, and then to the United States in 1940, sponsored by 
her American relative Milton Mayer. She settled in Chicago. Her sister Margot went on a kindertransport 
to England the same year. She married a German refugee and remained there. 
 
Edith was introduced to Oscar Tarcov (d. 1963) by the writer Saul Bellow, and they married in 1942. 
Edith and Milton unsuccessfully tried to help her parents emigrate and lost all contact with them by late 
1941. Sally and Minna were deported to Riga, Latvia on 15 December 1941. Sally was deported to the 
Salaspils concentration camp where he likely perished in 1942. Minna perished in 1943 or 1944, likely in 
Riga or the Stutthof concentration camp. 
 
Edith and Oscar both had successful careers as writers. They had two children, Nathan and Miriam. 
 
Scope and content of collection 
The collection documents the Holocaust-era experiences of Edith Hamberg (Tarcov), originally of 
Hannover, Germany, including her immigration to the United States, correspondence with her parents 
Minna and Sally Hamberg who remained in Hannover until their deportation to Riga in December 1941, 
restitution paperwork, photographs, and an unpublished novel manuscript based on her life.  
 
Biographical materials include family trees, immigration documents, restitution papers, Edith’s German 
passport, and a family book. The immigration documents include copies of the affidavits by her relative 
Milton Mayer who sponsored her, a refugee handbook from England, and a naturalization certificate. 
 
The correspondence includes wartime and post-war letters from friends and relatives. There are also 
letters from her parents, Minna and Sally Hamberg, written to Edith prior to their deportation to Riga, 
Latvia in late 1941. Included with these letters are donor-provided transcriptions and translations. Also 
included is a letter from Gertrud Michelsohn who lived in Hannover with her parents and was also 
deported to Riga. She describes the conditions there, including the death of Edith’s father, and the rest 
of her Holocaust experiences until liberation. 
 
Writings consist of a copy of a story by Edith entitled An Open Window that appeared in The Antioch 
Review in 1947 and a copy of her unpublished manuscript The Voice in the Void. The manuscript was 
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written around 1943 or 1944 and is a fictional account of Edith’s life in Hannover and her immigration to 
the United States. The manuscript is incomplete, and includes typed and handwritten pages. 
 
The photographs include a pre-war image of Minna and Sally Hamberg, Edith with her sister Margot, a 
family-owned store, and Edith at a Jewish orphanage in Kassel, Germany where she worked prior to her 
emigration from Germany in 1939. 
 
System of arrangement 
The collection is arranged as four series. 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1938-2011 
Series 2: Correspondence, 1939-1973 
Series 3: Writings, circa 1943-1956 
Series 4: Photographs, circa 1918-1939 
 
Folders are arranged alphabetically and documents chronologically. 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Tarcov, Edith Hamberg, 1919-1990. 
Hamberg, Sally. 
Hamberg, Minna. 
Hamberg, Margot. 
Mayer, Milton. 
 
Topical Subject: 
Refugees, Jewish--England. 
Refugees, Jewish--United States. 
Jews--Germany--Hannover. 
Orphanages--Germany. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945), in literature. 
 
Geography: 
Hannover (Germany) 
United States--Emigration and immigration. 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photographs. 
Manuscripts. 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1938-2011 

Box/Folder Title 
OS 1 Clipping: “How the Great Disaster Came to the Ghetto,” 1944 
1.1 Family trees 
1.2 Immigration, 1938-1956 
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1.3 Passport, German, 1938 
1.4 Restitution, 1956-1968 
1.5 Restitution, 1972-1986, 2011 and undated 
1.6 “Wolf Family Chronicle,” family book, 1980 

 
Series 2: Correspondence, 1939-1973 

Box/Folder Title 
1.7 “Bats,” 1939-1940 
1.8 Braunsberg, Hans, 1941-1945 
1.9 Braunsberg, Hermann, 1941 
1.10 Einstein, Eva, 1940 and undated 
1.11 Friends, 1939-1973 
1.12 Friends from Cunard Crossing, 1940 
1.13 Guttsmann, Willie, 1939-1973 
1.14 Hamberg, Minna and Sally, 1940-1941 
1.15 Hamberg, Minna and Sally, 1940-1941, transcriptions and translations 
1.16 Mayer, Milton, 1941 
1.17 Michelsohn, Gertrud, undated 
1.18 Relatives, 1940-1946 
1.19 Rischers, Marianne (Tante Elli), 1946-1962 
1.20 “Rolli?,” 1939-1940 
1.21 Rothschild, Lotte, 1942 
1.22 Ruth (last name unknown), 1939-1945 

 
Series 3: Writings, circa 1943-1956 

Box/Folder Title 
1.23 An Open Window, 1947 
2.1-2.3 The Voice in the Void, circa 1943 (3 folders) 

 
Series 4: Photographs, circa 1918-1939 

Box/Folder Title 
2.4 Family-owned store, 1930 
2.5 Hamberg, Edith: Jewish orphanage, Kassel, Germany, 1939 
2.6 Hamberg, Edith and Margot, 1934-1935 
2.7 Hamberg, Minna and Sally, circa 1918 
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