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Abstract: The Boris Gurevich papers contain letters written by Boris Gurevich to his siblings while he
was serving as a captain in the Soviet Union’s Red Army between 1942 and 1944. Gurevich, a
Latvian-born Jew, served in the Army from the outbreak of war in 1940 until he was killed in
action near Kovel in 1944. In his letters, Boris enquires frequently about his family’s health and
food availability and describes his situation as a student in military training and later, as a
soldier. Many of his letters describe his own health, food rations, uniforms, and his daily
activities in training and in his free time.

Language: Russian

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.
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Preferred citation: (Identification if item), Boris Gurevich papers (2010.125.1) United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC.

Acquisition information: The Boris Gurevich papers were donated to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in 2010 by Boris’ niece, Bella Ler-Alterovich.

Accruals: Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog
at collections.ushmm.org for further information.

Processing history: Colleen Benoit, March 2016

Biographical note

Boris Gurevich was born to Yaakov and Maria (Musia) Gurevich in Riga, Latvia. He was the youngest of
three children with an older brother, Samuel (Musik) and an older sister, Lea (Lilia). Together, they
attended a Jewish school until the outbreak of World War I, when Boris joined the Red Army. He
attended an artillery school on a site called “Stalinskie Lageria” or Stalin Camps before continuing his
training in Bukhara, Uzbekistan. In June 1943, Boris graduated from artillery school as a captain and
entered the reserves and moves to Rybinsk, Russia. In Rybinsk, Boris worked first as a senior instructor
at a recruitment center, then as a commander of a rifle platoon, and in early 1944, as an agitator, or
propagandist for the Soviet system. In March, 1944 Boris was moved to the frontlines in Poland (now
Ukraine) where he was killed in action April 27, 1944 near Kovel.

During the war, Samuel lived in Chelyabinsk in the Ural Mountains where he worked as a foremanin a
factory named for Stalin. His sister, Lea lived in Andijan, Uzbekistan where she and her mother were
apparently resettled after being evacuated to central Asia. There, Lea continued her studies. Both Lea
and Samuel returned to Riga after the war. Boris’ father died before the war in Riga and his mother died
of hunger in 1943.

Scope and content of collection

The Boris Gurevich papers are comprised of over fifty letters Boris wrote to his brother and sister while
in the Red Army between 1942 and 1944. The majority of the letters are to his sister in Andijan. In them,
Boris enquires frequently about her health and food availability and describes his situation as a student
in military training and later, as a soldier. Many of his letters describe his health, food rations, his
uniforms, and his daily activities in training and in his free time. He often reports that he is happy,
especially so while living in Rybinsk, where he lived with a friend, Misha Kilimnik, and frequented the
movies and dance halls in his leisure time. Several of his letters detail money and packages he sends to
his brother and sister. In his letters to Samuel, Boris describes in detail his life on the front and in the
trenches. His last letter is written to his brother only days before he is killed.

System of arrangement
The Boris Gurevich papers are arranged as a single series.
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CONTAINER LIST

Series 1: Boris Gurevich papers, 1942-1944

Folder | Title

1 Letters to Lea Gurevich, 1942-1943

2 Letters to Lea Gurevich, 1944

3 Letters to Samuel Gurevich, 1944
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