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Descriptive summary 
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Dates: 1890-2009 (bulk 1920-1945) 
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Creator: Weiss, Egon, 1920 -  

Extent: .8 linear feet (1 box, 1 oversize box, and 1 oversize folder) 

Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract: The Egon Weiss papers consist of a diary written by Egon Weiss describing his 1940 voyage on 
the SS Milos, the explosion of the SS Patria, his internment in the Atlit detainee camp, and the following 
years in Jerusalem as well as a scrapbook containing biographical material and photographs relating to 
the Weiss family from approximately 1890 to 2009. The collection also includes correspondence 
between the family and information relating to the SS Patria and prisoners of Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. 
 
Languages:  German, Czech, English, Hebrew 

 
Administrative Information 
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Egon Weiss retains copyright.  Please contact 
reference staff for further information.  
 
Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Egon Weiss papers (2011.128.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC. 
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Acquisition information: Egon (Ed) Weiss donated the Egon Weiss papers to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 2011. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Morgan Voth, May 2018 
 
Biographical note 
Egon (later Ed) Weiss was born in 1920 to Emil (b. 1891) and Olga (née Kirschner b. 1897) Weiss in 
Karlovy Vary, Czechoslovakia (now Czech Republic) where his family owned a store. Egon had a sister 
Edith (b. 1923) and a brother Tomy (b. 1942 in Theresienstadt). In 1938, Germany annexed the 
Sudetenland which included Karlovy Vary. Emil applied for visas to the United States hoping to join 
family already there, but he was unsuccessful and they decided to move to Pilsen. Emil and Olga feared 
that Egon was at risk of being taken because of his young age and decided to send him to Palestine so he 
could leave Czechoslovakia as soon as possible. They planned for Egon to join them in America once 
they received their paperwork. Egon traveled to Prague and then to Vienna where he boarded a river 
boat down the Danube. In Romania he boarded the SS Milos, one of three ships headed for Palestine. 
After arriving in 1940, the British did not to allow passengers to land and instead deport them to 
Mauritius. Egon was then transferred onto the SS Patria for deportation. Haganna operatives (the 
Jewish underground army) placed explosives on the Patria in an attempt to prevent deportation, but the 
amount of explosives was too great and the ship began to sink. Many passengers died in the explosion, 
but Egon managed to swim to shore. The British permitted the surviving passengers to remain in 
Palestine, but interned them in the Atlit camp. After a year, Egon was release and moved to Jerusalem. 
Egon’s parents and sister never received their immigration papers and were deported to Theresienstadt  
in 1942. Edith was deported to Auschwitz in 1943 and Emil and Olga were deported to Auschwitz in 
1944 where they were killed. In 1947 Egon immigrated to the United States and married Elizabeth 
Schnitzler, an Auschwitz survivor from Nagykallo, in 1955. 
 
 
Scope and content of collection  
The Egon Weiss papers consist of a diary written by Egon Weiss describing his 1940 voyage on the SS 
Milos, the explosion of the SS Patria, his internment in the Atlit detainee camp, and the following years 
in Jerusalem as well as a scrapbook containing biographical material and photographs relating to the 
Weiss family from approximately 1890 to 2009. The collection also includes correspondence between 
the family and information relating to the SS Patria and prisoners of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. 
 
Egon Weiss began his diary after he arrived in Palestine in 1940 and the last entry was made on 
December 12, 1945. In the diary he describes his voyage on the Milos, the explosion of the Patria, his 
internment in Atlit, and his subsequent years in Jerusalem. The diary includes illustrations, photographs, 
document enclosures, and the front page of The Palestine Post, from May 7, 1945. Loose pages have 
been removed from the enclosure before page 63 and placed in folder 2.1 and the newspaper cover was 
removed from the enclosure on page 133 and placed in OS 1. 
 
The scrapbook contains biographical information, including wedding and death certificates and a notice 
of dissolution for Edmund Weiss’ business as well as family photographs from 1890 to 2009, including 
photographs of a post-war visit to the family store and apartment in Karlovy Vary.  
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Subject files include pre-war and wartime correspondence from Emil, Edith, Olga, and Egon to family 
member, newspaper clippings and photocopies of information relating to the Patria, and an excerpt 
from “Book of Remembrance” which includes names of prisoners from Bergen-Belsen.  
 
System of arrangement 
The Egon Weiss papers are arranged as three series. 

• Series 1: Diary, 1940-1945 
• Series 2: Scrapbook, approximately 1890-2009 and undated 
• Series 3: Subject files, 1903-1995 

 
Indexing terms 
Weiss, Egon 
Weiss, Emil 
Weiss, Olga 
Weiss, Edith 
 
Auschwitz (Concentration camp) 
Theresienstadt (Concentration camp) 
Milos (Ship) 
Patria (Ship) 
 
Jewish refugees--Palestine. 
Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945) 
 
Karlovy Vary (Czech Republic) 
Palestine. 
Atlit (Israel) 
United States--Emigration and immigration--History. 
 
Diaries. 
Correspondence. 
Photographs. 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

 
Series 1: Diary, 1940-1945 
 
Box/Folder Title 

2 Diary, 1940-1945 
1.1 Loose pages from diary, undated 

OS 1 The Palestine Post, 1945  
 
Series 2: Scrapbook, approximately 1890-2009 and undated 
 
Box/Folder Title 

1.2 Family tree, undated 
1.3-1.4 Photographs, approximately 1890-2009 (2 folders) 
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1.5 Biographical material, 1913-2002 
 

Series 3: Subject files, 1903-1995 
 
Box/Folder Title 

1.6-1.8 Correspondence, 1903-1942 (3 folders) 
1.9 Information on the SS Patria, approximately 1940-1990 

1.10 “Book of Remembrance,” 1995 
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