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Descriptive Summary 
 
Title: Avraham Polack papers 
 
Dates: 1943-1947 
 
Accession number: 2011.270.1 
 
Creator: Polack, Avraham.   
 
Extent: 1 linear feet (2 boxes) 
 
Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Avraham Polack papers contain letters relating to the Polack family in Haifa, Israel, and in 
particular Avraham Polack’s imprisonment with other Irgun and Lehi members in several British 
detention camps in Africa from 1944-1947. The letters provide detailed descriptions of his daily life 
within the camps and reflect Polack’s concern for his family. Other letters relate to Avraham’s 
continuing education while imprisoned as well as notifications and receipts for packages and 
educational materials that were sent to Avraham Polack during his imprisonment.  
 
The papers also contain the correspondence of the Committee for Assisting the Families of Jewish 
Detainees and the Committee for the Eritrea Exiles and Their Families. These committees were founded 
by Baruch Moser. 
 
Languages: Hebrew, English, German 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Preferred citation: (Identification of item), Avraham Polack papers (2011.270.1), United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum acquired the Avraham Polack 
papers (2011.270.1) in 2011.   
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Katelynn Vance, February 2019 
 
 
Biographical note  
Avraham Polack, a humanities student at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, was arrested in 
November 1944 and sent to a detention camp in Latrūn. It is likely that Avraham was a member of either 
Irgun, National Military Organization for the Land of Israel, or the Lehi, Fighters for the Freedom of 
Israel. Avraham’s daughter was also arrested and held in a female detention prison in Bethlehem. On 
October 14, 1944, after several escape attempts by detainees, the British government sent the 
imprisoned Irgun and Lehi underground members to detention camps in Africa. By mid-December 1944, 
Polack had been transferred from the Acre prison in Israel to Africa. Polack was held in various British 
detention camps including Carthago, Sudan; Asmara, Eritrea; and Gilgil, Kenya. During his imprisonment 
Polack sent detailed letters about his experiences within the camps to his family. Around 1945, Baruch 
Moser-Polack, Avraham’s father, established the Committee for Assisting the Families of Jewish 
Detainees and the Committee for the Eritrea Exiles and Their Families. It is likely that Avraham Polack 
returned to Israel with the other detainees in July 1948 after the declaration of Israeli independence.  
 
Scope and content of collection 
The Avraham Polack papers contain handwritten and typed letters relating to the Polack family in Haifa, 
Israel, and in particular Avraham Polack’s imprisonment with other Irgun and Lehi underground 
members in several British detention camps in Africa from 1944-1947. The letters were written by 
Polack to his family while he was imprisoned in detention camps in Carthago, Sudan, Asmara, Eritrea, 
and Gilgil, Kenya. The letters provided detailed descriptions of his daily life within the camps and reflect 
Polack’s concern for his family. Other letters concern the coordination of Avraham’s continuing 
education while imprisoned. Some of the letters have been censored through the process of cutting and 
removing sections of the letters. Correspondence from the British Council and the Criminal Investigation 
Department of the Palestine Police include notifications and receipts for packages and educational 
materials that were sent to Avraham Polack during his imprisonment in Africa.  
 
The Avraham Polack papers also contain the correspondence of Baruch Moser who established the 
Committee for Assisting the Families of Jewish Detainees and the Committee for the Eritrea Exiles and 
Their Families. The committees’ correspondence contains pleas for assistances and aid and is addressed 
to Jewish leaders and organizations including Haim Weizmann, the High Commissioner of the Central 
Secret Police; Chief Rabbinate, Mania Bialik; The Women Workers Union; The Jewish National Council; 
newspapers; and various lawyers.   
 
System of arrangement 
The Avraham Polack papers is arranged in two series.  
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Series 1: Certificate, 1943 
Series 2: Correspondence, 1944-1947 
 
Indexing terms 
People:  
Bialik, Mania.  
Hulianski, Zwi.  
Levitsky, Asher. 
Moser, Baruch. 
Mueller-Cohen, Anitta.  
Polack, Avraham. 
Stern, Ruth. 
Weizmann, Haim.  
 
Corporate:  
Fighters for the Freedom of Israel. 
National Military Organization (Palestine) 
Leḥi (Organization: Palestine) 
Red Cross and Red Crescent. 
 
Topics:  
Detention of persons. 
Education. 
Medical care. 
Zionism.  
 
Geography: 
Asmara (Eritrea) 
Carthago (Sudan) 
Gilgil (Kenya) 
Haifa (Israel) 
Jerusalem (Israel) 
Latrūn. 
Israel.  
Tel Aviv (Israel) 
 
Gene / Form:  
Correspondence. 

 
CONTAINER LIST 

Series 1: Certificate, 1943 
Box / Folder: Title: 

1.1 Education certificate, January 19, 1943 
  
Series 2: Correspondence, 1944-1947 

Box / Folder: Title: 
1.2 Polack family correspondence, November - December 1944 
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1.3 Polack family correspondence, January - March 1945 
1.4 Polack family correspondence, April - August 1945 
1.5 Polack family correspondence, September - December 1945 
1.6 Polack family correspondence, January - April 1946 
1.7 Polack family correspondence, May - August 1946 
1.8 Polack family correspondence, September - December 1946 
1.9 Polack family correspondence, January - June 1947 

1.10 Criminal Investigation Department, Palestine Police, December 1944 - September 
1946 

1.11 The British Council, January 1945, January 1946, October 1946 
1.12 Committee correspondence, circa 1944-1947 
1.13 Committee correspondence, 1945-1946 
1.14 Committee correspondence, November - December 1944 
1.15 Committee correspondence, January - March, 1945 
1.16 Committee correspondence, April - August, 1945 
2.1 Committee correspondence, January - March 1946 
2.2 Committee correspondence, April - December 1946 
2.3 Committee correspondence, January - June 1947 
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