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Descriptive summary 
 
 
Title:  Hirschfeld family papers 
 
Dates:  1894-1970 
 
Accession number:  2012.337.1 
 
Creator: Hirschfeld family (Breslau :Germany) 
 
Extent:  2.34 linear feet (6 boxes, 4 oversize folders) 
 
Repository:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW, 

Washington, DC 20024-2126 
 
Abstract:  The Hirschfeld family papers document the pre-war, wartime, and post-war experiences of 
Alfred, Maria, and Hans Hirschfeld of Breslau, Germany (now Wrocław, Poland). The collection contains 
biographical materials, correspondence, immigration papers, financial records, restitution claims, and 
photographs.  The papers document Hans Hirschfeld’s pre-war life in Breslau, his experiences 
immigrating to Cuba and the United States in 1939, and his service in the United States Army during 
World War II. They also document Alfred and Maria’s wartime experience in Breslau, their difficulties 
immigrating to the United States after the war, and attempts to reclaim property in Poland. 
 
Languages:  German, English 
 
 
Administrative Information  
 
Access:  Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite.  Please contact the Reference Desk more than 
seven days prior to visit in order to request access. 
 
Reproduction and use:  Collection is available for use.  Material may be protected by copyright.  Please 
contact reference staff for further information.   
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Preferred citation:  (Identification of item), Hirschfeld family papers, United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Archives, Washington, DC 
 
Acquisition information:  The Hirschfeld family papers was donated by Karen Hendley to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2011. Karen is the daughter of Hans Hirschfeld. 
 
Related archival materials:  There are five pressed aluminum cap badges with Nazi insignia’s acquired by 
Hans Hirschfeld while serving in the United States Army. 2012.337.2-2012.337.6, United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
 
Accruals:  Accruals may have been received since this collection was first processed, see archives catalog 
at collections.ushmm.org for further information. 
 
Processing history:  Adam Fielding, January-March 2016 
 
 
Biographical note  
Hans Hirschfeld (born Naumann Hans Horst Hirschfeld; 1919-1969) was born in Breslau, Germany (now 
Wrocław, Poland) to Alfred (1894-1953) and Maria (born Catherina Maria Elisabeth Kraushaar; 1893-
1968) Hirschfeld. Alfred was a World War I veteran and an economist. Maria was a Protestant, but Hans 
was raised Jewish, and his parents were active in the Jewish community in Breslau. In April 1936, Hans 
began an apprenticeship at Albert Schaffer Company, but was fired in December 1937 because he was 
Jewish. He lost another job six months later when the Jewish firm, Felix Jacobowitz Co., was Aryanized. 
Hans began making preparations to leave Germany. He obtained a visa to Cuba and arrived there on the 
MS Orinoco in 1939. His great aunt, Ernestine Schwartzburg of Shreveport, Louisiana, sponsored him for 
a visa to the United States, and he arrived there in October 1939. He soon began attending Centenary 
College in Shreveport. In 1941, he enlisted in the United States Army, and on November 12, 1942 he 
became a naturalized citizen. Hans was a corporal in Company B of the 2nd Infantry Training Battalion at 
Camp Wheeler, Georgia. He then became a technical sergeant and participated in interrogation of POWs 
and acted as a translator. Hans had been able to correspond regularly with his parents for a few years 
after immigrating, but had heard nothing since 1941. He received a Red Cross telegram from his mother 
in 1945. Because Maria was not Jewish, she and Alfred were able to stay in Breslau for the duration of 
the war, although they had to move to a transit camp. Alfred and Maria immigrated to the United States 
in October 1947. Hans married Jane Lake Winning (1921-1969), in Houston, Texas and they had a 
daughter. 
   
Scope and content of collection 
The Hirschfeld family papers document the pre-war, wartime, and post-war experiences of Alfred, 
Maria, and Hans Hirschfeld of Breslau, Germany (now Wrocław, Poland). The collection contains 
biographical materials, correspondence, immigration papers, financial records, restitution claims, and 
photographs.  The papers document Hans Hirschfeld’s pre-war life in Breslau, his experiences 
immigrating to Cuba and the United States in 1939, and his service in the United States Army during 
World War II. They also document Alfred and Maria’s wartime experience in Breslau, their difficulties 
immigrating to the United States after the war, and attempts to reclaim property in Poland. 
 
The biographical material includes birth and marriage certificates, employment papers, school records, 
and Hans Hirschfeld’s United States Army papers.  
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The correspondence chiefly belongs to Alfred and Hans. Alfred’s correspondence includes letters from 
friends written during and after the war. There are also letters from a correspondence book organized 
alphabetically that are personal, professional, and financial in nature. Hans’s correspondence includes 
letters exchanged with friends who also fled Germany in 1939, as well as those who were still there. 
There is a large amount of correspondence with his parents from 1939-1947, but there are no letters 
from 1942-1944. There are also letters from his relatives Amanda and Ernestine Schwartzberg in 
Shreveport, Louisiana whom assisted him with immigrating to the United States. Additionally, there are 
letters from Alfred’s mother, Johanna, to Hans and Alfred from 1939-1940 before she died in the 
Warsaw ghetto in 1941. 
 
The emigration and immigration papers include naturalization papers and correspondence. Much of 
correspondence is from Hans regarding his efforts to locate his parents after the war, and to assist them 
in their efforts to immigrate to the United States. Other papers regard his experiences immigrating to 
Cuba and the United States in 1939. 
 
The financial records of Alfred Hirschberg primarily contain tax, income, business, and property bills and 
records. The financial records used for assessing contributions owed to the Breslau synagogue contain 
similar types of material, as well as letters and documents from the synagogue. 
 
The restitution claims are for attempts by the Hirschfelds to reclaim property in Poland after the war. 
 
The photograph album consists of pre-war photographs of Hans and his friends in Germany. 
 
The printed material includes clippings and copies of Reichsgesetzblatt and Reichssteuerblatt from 1942. 
 
System of arrangement 
The Hirschfeld family papers are arranged as seven series: All series arranged alphabetically. 
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1894-1969 
Series 2: Correspondence: Hirschfeld, Alfred, 1933-1953 
Series 3: Correspondence: Hirschfeld, Hans, 1939-1952 
Series 4: Correspondence: Other correspondence, 1903-1948 
Series 5: Emigration and immigration papers, 1938-1948 
Series 6: Financial records, 1934-circa 1947 
Series 7: Restitution claims, 1946-1970 
Series 8: Photograph album, 1935-1938 
Series 9: Printed material, 1935-1944 
 
Large documents are placed in oversize folders OS 1-4 
 
Indexing terms 
Person: 
Hirschfeld, Hans, 1919-1969 
Hirschfeld, Alfred, 1894-1953 
Hirschfeld, Maria, 1893-1968 
 
Corporate: 
United States Army. 
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Topical Subject: 
Jewish families--Germany--Breslau. 
Emigration & immigration--United States. 
Restitution and indemnification claims (1933-  ) 
 
Geography: 
Breslau (Germany) 
Cuba. 
Shreveport (La.) 
 
Genre/Form: 
Photograph albums. 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 
Series 1: Biographical materials, 1894-1969 

Box Folder Title 
  Hirschfeld, Alfred: 

1 1       Biographical papers, circa 1939-circa 1945 
1 2       Birth, marriage, and death certificates, 1894-1953 

OS 1       Diploma, 1923 
1 3       Employment papers, 1921-1947 
1 4       Identification papers,  1935-1947 
  Hirschfeld, Hans: 

1 5       Autobiography, circa 1940s 
1 6       Birth and death certificates, 1929-1969 

OS 3       Diary, circa 1935-circa 1937 
1 7       Employment papers, 1936-1952 
1 8       Identification papers, 1939-1956 
1 9       Regatta papers, 1935-circa 1938 
1 10       Report cards, 1931-1936 
1 11       School notes, circa 1930s 
1 12       United States Army papers, 1942-1969 
1 13 Hirschfeld, Johanna: Identification papers, 1939 
1 14 Hirschfeld, Marie: Birth certificate, 1912 

 
 
Series 2: Correspondence: Hirschfeld, Alfred, 1933-1953 

Box Folder Title 
1 15 Fischer, Hans, 1939-1948 
1 16 Hammer, Oskar, 1946-1947 
1 17 Hirschfeld, Johanna, 1939 
1 18 Nagle, Joyce and Jack, 1952-1953 
1 19 Oyres, Herbert, 1947-1948 
1 20 Rautenberg, Arthur, 1947 
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1 21 Salomon, Fritz, 1939-1946 
1 22 Schwartzberg, Amanda and Ernestine, 1938-1940 
1 23 Siebner, Kurt, 1938-1946 
 
 

 
 

Correspondence book, 1940-1944 
  Collected wartime correspondence organized alphabetically 

1 24       A-F 
2 1       G-N 
2 2       P-S 
2 3       T-Z 
  General correspondence, 1933-1947 and undated 

2 4       1933-1943 
2 5       1946 
2 6       1947 
2 7       circa 1933-circa 1947 

 
Series 3: Correspondence: Hirschfeld, Hans, 1939-1952 

Box Folder Title 
2 8 Arango, Ramiro, 1939-1940 
2 9 Benjamin, Eric, 1939-1941 
2 10 Freund, Hans, 1939-1940 
2 11 Hammer, Oskar, 1939 
  Hirschfeld, Alfred and Marie 

2 12       March-June 1939 
2 13       June-December 1939 
2 14       1940 
3 1       1941 
3 2       1944-1947 
3 3       Circa 1939-circa 1947 
3 4 Hirschfeld, Johanna, 1939-1940 
3 5 Isaacsohn, Max, 1939-1940 
3 6 Kohn, Werner, 1940 
3 7 Mansfeld, Friedel, 1939-1941 
3 8 Phalanx University newsletter, 1940 
3 9 Salomon, Fritz, 1939-1941 
3 10 Schalk, Valentin, 1946 
3 11 Schwartzberg, Amanda and Ernestine, 1939-1940 
  General correspondence 

3 12       1939 
3 13       1940-1952 and undated 

 
Series 4: Correspondence: Other correspondence, 1903-1948 

Box Folder Title 
3 14 Hirschfeld, Johanna, 1903 
3 15 Hirschfeld, Marie, 1940-1947 
3 16 Unknown authors, 1941; 1948 
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Series 5: Emigration and immigration papers, 1938-1948 
Box Folder Title 
  Hirschfeld, Alfred and Marie: 

        Correspondence and documents: 
3 17         1940-1945 
3 18         1946 
3 19         1947 
3 20       Naturalization papers, 1948 
  Hirschfeld, Hans: 
        Correspondence and documents: 

3 21         1938 
3 22         February-April 1939 
4 1         May-December 1939 
4 2         1940-1942 
4 3       Naturalization papers, 1939-1942 

 
 
Series 6: Financial records of Alfred Hirschberg, 1934-circa 1947 

Box Folder Title 
  Financial records related to contributions to Breslau synagogue: 

4 4       1934 
4 

OS 
5 
4 

      1935 (2 folders) 
      one oversize document in OS 4 

4 
OS 

6 
4 

      1936 (2 folders) 
      two oversize documents in OS 4 

4 
OS 

7 
4 

      1937 (2 folders) 
      two oversize documents in OS 4 

4 8       1938 
4 9       1939; 1941 
  Financial records: 

4 
OS 

10 
4 

      1938-1939 (2 folders) 
      three oversize documents in OS 4 

4 11       1940 
4 12       1941-1943 
4 13       1944-1945 and undated 
4 14 Return receipts, circa 1947 

 
 
Series 7: Restitution claims, 1946-1970 

Box Folder Title 
5 1 Restitution claims for Polish land, 1946-1970 

 
 
Series 8: Photograph album, 1935-1938 

Box Folder Title 
6 1 Photograph album of Hans Hirschfeld, 1935-1938 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

https://collections.ushmm.org



7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Series 9: Printed material, 1935-1944 

Box Folder Title 
5 

OS 
2 
2 

Clippings, 1935-1944 (2 folders) 

5 3 Reichsgesetzblatt, 1942 
5 4 Reichssteuerblatt, 1942 
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