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Descriptive summary

Title: The Frantisek Vohryzek family papers
Dates: 1933-1991, bulk 1941-1947
Accession number: 2013.365.1

Creator: Frantisek Vohryzek

Extent: 0.3 linear feet (4 folders)

Repository: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126

Abstract: Consists of original documents, correspondence, and copyprints related to Frantisek Benno
Vohryzek, originally of Hrdlovka, Czechoslovakia. Includes documents related to Vohryzek's
emigration to Ecuador in 1939, his life in Ecuador, emigration to the United States in 1944, and

related to learning that his parents and sister perished during the Holocaust.

Languages: Czech, English, Spanish

Administrative Information

Access: Collection is open for use, but is stored offsite. Please contact the Reference Desk more than
seven days prior to visit in order to request access.

Reproduction and use: Collection is available for use. Material may be protected by copyright. Please
contact reference staff for further information.

Preferred citation: (ldentification of item), Frantisek Vorhryzek family papers, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum Archives, Washington, DC

Acquisition information: Miki Vohryzek-Bolden and other members of the Vohryzek family donated this
material to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2013.
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Related archival materials: For additional information about the family, please see Vohryzek-Bolden,
Miki. Frantisek Vohryzek: One Story of Loss and Love. [United States], 2011. The book is located
in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Library.

Processing history: Rebecca Erbelding, December 2013.

Biographical note

Frantisek Benno Vohyrzek was born on March 3, 1916, in Hrdlovka, Czechoslovakia, to Otto and Marie
Abeles Vohryzek. He had a younger sister, Vlasta, who was born in 1923. Frantisek lived in Hrdlovka until
1934, when he moved to Prague to attend law school at Karlovy University. By the late 1930s, the entire
family was living in Prague. In early 1939, Frantisek immigrated to Ecuador, likely to pave the way for his
parents and sister to join him, but any attempts were unsuccessful. On October 7, 1943, in Guayaquil,
Ecuador, Frantisek married Mary McCabe Lynch, originally of Denver, Colorado. In the spring of 1944,
the couple was able to enter the United States through Mexico. After the war, Frantisek learned that his
parents were deported on September 8, 1942, to Theresienstadt, and from there, on October 26, 1942,
to Auschwitz, where they perished. Frantisek and Mary settled in San Francisco, CA, and raised eight
daughters.

Scope and content of collection

The Frantisek Vohryzek papers document the experience of a Czech refugee immigrating to Ecuador in
early 1939. The collection includes his emigration and identity papers for the immigration,
correspondence with his parents and sister remaining in Prague, and his marriage certificate from 1943.
The bulk of the correspondence is post-war, as Frantisek, now married and in the United States,
corresponded with extended family and friends to learn of the fate of his parents and sister, as well as
the fate of the family’s belongings in Prague. The correspondence has all been translated into English;
translations are included in folder 4 of the collection, as well as published in Frantisek Vohryzek: One
Story of Love and Loss by Miki Vohryzek-Bolden (2011).

System of arrangement

The collection is arranged chronologically within each folder.
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2 Correspondence, 1941—1944
3 Correspondence, 1945—1980
4 Translations of correspondence, post-1972
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